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TO THE VERIE 
V.ENER ABLE 
HIS MOST HONORES 


DEARE LADY 


MARIE TREDWAY 


FIRST ABESSE 
OF SION. 


Canoneſſes Regulars of S. Augu- 
ſtins Order eſtablished at Paris. 
And to her yertuous daughters 


Tooke the libertie 
in the yeare 1636. To 
addreſſe vnto you the fol- 
lowi:g of Chriſt vnder 
the name of T homas of Kem- 


pis your brother: where I told 


a 1] 


you h off if that truth should 


chance to be conteſted , you 
should rather vſe preſcription 
then proceſſe @&c. H owbett 
a proceſſe we haue had, ſince 
that tyme , in open Court of 
Parliament; and gayned our 
cauſe. In theſe tearmes: We 
prohibirerhc printing the 
booke of the toll/oving | 
of Chriſt vnder the name 
of lohn Gerſen Abbot of 
Vercells &c.and allow the 
printingof irvnder Tho- 
mas a Kempis his name. 
IF will now therfor vſe preſ- 
cription , ds Þ then told Yon, 


and either that will preuaile 
to purchace peace, or the world 
wull iudge that a growndleſſe 
petinacitie doth but too much 
preuaile with them that will 
fill be inuading an ancient 
and certaine poſſeſſion , and 
giumg it ouer to another Au- 
thour ( who indeed ueuer x 4s 
in beeing ) vpon ſlight conie- 
Efures and imaginations 0 
their owne, which baue againe 
and againe bene made appeare 
to be Tach 

I now returne to you againe 
with another preſent of the 


ſame Authour and brother, 
a 11) 


s 
which is conteſted bynone; and 


T earneſtly exhorte you to the 
vſe and frequent pradtiſe of it, 
as being the beſt imaginable : 
Forifthe whole colle&tion 
and perfeftion of reli- 
oi0n beplacedintheimi. 
ration of him whom ve 
worshippe , according to 
your plorious Father $. Au- 
guſtine 3 and that , indeede, 
the excellencie of Chriſtianitie 
is the expreſſion of thelife f 
Chriſt , in ours : whatcanbe 
more conduceing ro your feli- 
citie then this booke , which 


hath left noe paſſage of Chriſts 


life and paſſion vnſearched, 


or vnapplyed to praffice : and 


that in a moſt gentle and fa- 


 miliar manner ; ſurable to all 


capacities. Doe you deſire (te 
yſe the words of the Authour) 
to be Wholy freed from vice * 
To be nobly inriched wit" 
vertues ? To haue a deepe 
reach into the knowledge of 
holy ſcriprure? Tobeare away 
a plorions vittorie ouer your 
enemyes * To be abundantly 
comforted in aduerſutie ? T's 
conuerſe deuoutly here belowe? 
To haue frequent compun- 
ftion in your Celles*T oweepe 


ſweetly at prayer ? To be } 
inflamed in your meditations, * 
To perſeu erin good ations? 
Tobe replenished with ſpiri- 
tuall ioyes * To beramshed 
in mynd ? To haue the inioy- 
ment of dizine ſecreetes ? To 
aye happily , and to raygne 
eternally in heauen* Exerciſe 
your ſelues then ( deareſt ſou-' 
les ) by the daylie Ve of this 
boote , in the meditation of | 
the life and paſſion of Teſus- 
Criſt t'e ſonne of God. So 
Shall zou appeare tleworthy 
daugyters of ſuch a founn 


«and ſiſters of ſuch a brother, 


whom the world inftly admi- 
res. This shall be the conti- 


nuall prayer of 


Decemb, 1663, 


Your moſt hamble and 
affectionate ſcruant 


and vnworthy 
Father 


TrHoMAs CARRE. 
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TO THE COVRTVOVS 
AND IMPARTIALL 


READER. 
| VHILE this ſmale 


worke was almoſt come 
out of the preſſe, and I liued 
in aflurance, that Thomas of 
Kempis, the Authour therof 
was at length left in the pea» 
ceable poſleſſion of his owne 
workes ( in particular, that of 
the following of Chniſt ) a new 
edition of the ſame booke 
happened into my hands. Vn- 
der this exploded Authour, 
Iohn Gerſen Abbot of Ver- 
cells where yet the publisher 
therof '( High flowen , as ' it 
Should ſeeme, in his owne 


w 


thoughtes, iudged, that what 
ere lik.cd him, bout paſſe! 


for lawtull ; and what pleaſed, 


him ,should pleaſe tne world, 

pleaſe -d to dcliner ys noe 
other accompt of his yniuft 
yſurpation / after he nad bene 
hiſſed out of the Court of Par- 
liament of Paris, for want of 
making proofe againſt an an- 
cient and knowcn poſſeſſion, 


and this too, afcerthree longe - 


and faire audiences) but this 
forſ{oorth \V hoeuer hag queſtion 
and coteſt this,may receine fullſa» 
tisfattron from the learned Abbot 
Cnetanethe R. Fl, Francis wal- 
g' -auezand other inuimcible Cham- 
prons of this Vadenyable opinzon, 

Thus boldly he. Burt who 1 
pray wete theſe, but partes 18 


Ci 
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cauſa. The two BehediCtians 
that pleaded and loſt Gerſens 
cauſe in the Court of Parlia- 
ment inthe hearing of ar leaſt 
500. witneſſes, ſo that this pro= 
ceeding comes not vnaptly 
home to the proucrbe : Asfte 
my fellowe whether I be a theije, 
Howbeit ſince theſe two muſt 
needs (till be caſte in. our way, 
I will yet againe repeate, in 
Short, parte of What they haue 


| heardatlarge,in my replye to 


their imaginations, in a booke 
putt out in Latine , printed at 
Paris 1651, vnder this title: 
Thomas de Kepis a, etpſo reſtiturus 
Vna cum repetitionibusT HOM 
CARRE exc. where eucry* 
triuial obietion of the ſaid 
Abbot Caictane, and R, Fa 


Walgraue is anſwered atlarge. 
and our ancient poſleffion vin: 
dicated which they may yet ' 


ſee done more art largein a 
booke called la Concertation 
touchant | Autheur del Imitatis 
de Teſus= Chrift, Paris chez 
Monſieur Cramoiſy 1652. 
Sothat in licu of giuing my 
ſelfe and the reader the trou- 
ble of longe repetitions, to 
pertinacious imaginations , 


rather then ſolidearguments, | 
I will onely make vie of two. 


preſcriptions, 


©. 
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THE FIRST 
PRESCRIPTION. 


This poſſeſſion 15 myne. 1 poſſeſſe 
ref poſſeſſe of old. 


H A T Thomasof Kempis.is 
in poſſeſſion I make good by 
54. dijuers Editions asis tobe ſce= 
ne in my fore named baoke wher- 
of '/ I will here putt downe ſome 
few, the whole being as vnnecelſ= 


' farie, as otherwiſe troublſome te 


the reader, 
The firſt Edition is of the yeare 


' 1475. Foure yearcs onely after 


Thomas his death. Atteſted by 
Gintherus Zainerus in theſe tear- 
mes, The foure bookes of tbe folle- 


Wing of Chriſt , of that famous man. 


Thomas Canon. Regul. of the mount 
of $, Agnes, in Traiclts, happily 


[ 
ends, by Gintherns Zainerss in braſſe | 
letters. 

THE II. EDITION. 

Anno 1487. BY 

At Noriberg. The booke of the 
following of Chriſt of Thomas of 
Kempts. | 

THEIIL EDITION. 

Was printed atStrasburger 487. 

THE IV. EDITION. 

Ar Lions An. Dom. 1489. 

THE V. EDITION. 

At Strasburgeagaine 1489.and 
is extant in the Vniucrhtie of in- 
golſtade. 

THE VI. EDITION. 

Art Nemminge Ann. 1439.. int 
theſe tearmes : the Authour of 
that moſt diuine Treatiſe of the 
follo wing of Chriſt, is called Thomas 
Prouoſtor Priour of Canon Regulays. 

THE VII. EDITION. 

Ar Paris in French by Iohn 
Lambert14 93. with this vindica» 
tion of Thomas his poſlc{lion and 


right: herebeginesthe moſt holy bao. 
ke,intitled of the following of Chriff 
which by ſome , hitherto, hath bene 
attributed to S., Bernard, or to Mii- 


fter Jean Gerſon, But putt dolyntk 
otherwiſe for certaine for the Au- 


thaur therof , under Teſus Chriſt, 
was the venerable Father , and moſt 
deuwonte religious Canon Regular, 
&c. Who lined according to the Rale 
S. Auguſtine , called Thomas of 
Kemps. 

THE VIII. EDITION. 

At Cunebroch inthe Same yeare 
againe in Latine by Iohn Luce yn- 
der this title. Fratris Thome de 
Kempis de Imitatione Chriſti in Cow-. . 


uentu Bremenfi FF. Predicatoruns. 


THE IX. EDITION, 

At Norimberge 1494. With 
this vindication of his pofleſſion 
and right : The beoke of the folls 
wingof Chriſt of the moſt ſreete anll 
venerable Themas of Kempis ,amoſt 


pious and Religious wan , Which 
1 


was falſely fathered vpon Gerſon | 
Chancellour of Paris. | 
THE X, EDITION. 
Printed in the yeare 1507. by, 
Martin Nerdena, and is to be ſcene | 
at Colone among the Canon Reg, 
THE XI. EDITION. 
At Anwerpe 1519. 
THE 12.13. AND 14.EDITION, 
Art Paris by Badius. And 1520, 
1521. and 1523.16 Thomas of Kem- 
pis his name, and with this clayme 
of Thomas his right in eucry Edi- 
tion. The booke of the following of 
Chriſt falſely here to fore aſcribed to 
Gerſon the Chancelourof Paris. 
THE XV. EDI TION. 
At Anwerpein the yearety x, 
THE XVI. EDITION. 
At Lijsbone putt out in Spanish 
by F. Grenade. Ann. 1562, with 
this vindication of the true Au- 
thour, tis good, you should k nor 
that it was not Gerſon who compoſed ' 
this booke, as hitherſo tt hath bene 


aſcribed , Fut brother Thomas of 
Kemp1is 4 Canon Regular, 

' Thus 1 could name them from 
yeare to yeare, in all contries and 
rongues wherof 19. till the yeare 
1616. when Abbote Caictane be- 
oan firſt to dreame of his Geſlen, 
Geſen or Ger(cn; an Authour or 
Authours neuer named before, or 
euer found fince whence I draw 
my ſeconde Preſcription, and ab- 
ſolute conuiction. 
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THE II. PRESCRIPTION. 


That there newer was any ſuch 
man 1n rerum natura. 


H1S negatine by iuſt right 1 
- & -take for good : lince the con- 


- ttarie has neuer yet. bene proued 


( while it is an vncontroleable 


Maximethat afirmantiseſtprobare) 
E 1 


and that Abbot Catectane and his, 
PartaKkers, hauc often bene repro- | 
ched withit, that they fought for ; 
a Phantoſme , noe Abbot, noe Be- 
nedictian Monke, noe man. Let 
them rherfore for shame ( if they 
vndertake any more to printe the | 
Following of Chriſt, vnder the nas 
me of lohn Geſlen, Geſen, or Ger-= 
f:n) make good by ſome valable' 
proofcs ( ſuchas are, allowed Re 
eſters, or ancient Records ofthe | 
Abbaycof Vercells,or twoor thrte 
approued Hiſtorians , before the 
yeare1616.in which Abbott Caie- 
tance beganto raue ) that the ſaid 
lohn Gefen, Geſen , or Gerſen,was, 
a man, a Monke and Abbor of the. 
ſaid Abbaye. And I will for euer 
cliſte from any farther clayme in 
homas of Kempis his behalf, If 
not, wiſe men will ſurely 1 
that I am not fairely dealt with 
fince my demande is ſo ſparing,and 
modeſt , as.to them; and withall 
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n 4 peaceable and bountifull on my 
» | fide. 
r| Sparinge and modeſt as #6 thews, 
- | Since #& 15 cuident to aK[men by the 
t| light of nature that eſſe muſt al- 
} | wayes preceede agere, that a man 
e | muſt hauca becing , before he can 
| ae: yet let them proue that cner 
-| he was a man, and he shall be the 
e Authour of what booke they pleaſe 
«  Peaceable and bountifull on m 
2: fde,(lince Fam readieto relinquig 
> allyponleſfle then halfe payment: 
2 For tho Gerſen Geſſen , or Geſen 
were admitted to haue bene Abbot 
| & yetthart therfor ke made the fol» 
x Uwving of Chriſt, is a conſequence 
> that without abundance of kind« 
> nefſewould neuer be granted, how- 
| 
F 
| 


beir cuen that sba{l content me, 
mther then wrangle with friends 
eternally, 

Peaceable and bountifull againe 
fince for a proofe that ſuch a Geſſe 
Goſener &e, ever was-in becing, 


admitt of two or three witneſſes 
onely , as abouc, while I haue 110, 
ancient and . moderne Authours 
vnanimouſly atteſting for out 
Thomas of Kempis , not onely 
that he was, butalſothat he wag 
a Religious man, Canon Regular 
of S. Auguſtins order ofthe mount 
of S. Agnes who wrote many pious 
workes, and particularly , and by 
name , that of the following of 
Chriſt, ſo much conteſted, To ſee] 
the truth of whatI ſay ,at largel 

remitt my reader to my aboue na- c 
med repetitions too longe to be re- | 
peated againe, Yet for his pre« | 
ſent fatisfaRion I will name a fewy | 

of a. greater multitude (to witt 104 J)* 
as I haue laid ) then happly , was * 
euer heaped togeither , for the © 
proofe of any other Authour then P 
of Thomas of Kempis himſelfe, - * 

The firſt was Ilohn Baſchius Ca- 

non | Regular in his Chro. about ' 
the yeare 1464, He was Thomas * 


| 


Toy) bis comtemporan his Religious 
d brother , of the ſame order, and 
rs{ congregation, of his acquaintance 
of-many yeares ſtanding , as liuin 
jy{but a mile or two diſtant from S. 
2z|Agneles; who wrote while Tho- 
\x [as was yet aliuc; in theſe tcar- 
it mes. Brother Thomas of Kempis, a 
1s [14% of goad life, rrho compoſed many 
y (denonre bookes, to witt quiſequitur 
of 'me de [mitatione Chriſti cums alijs 
@iC, 
7 The ſeconde Petrus Sholtas a 
- (Canon of a Scraſburg in his 
« [Edition of Gerſons workes 1488. 
. \Saying : Other Treatiſies are aſcri- 
; (bed to him ( to witt Gerſon ) which | 
et haue a certaine eAuthonr, as for 
, example , the booke of the contempt 
of the world, which ras exidently 
putt out by a certaine Thomas, Ca- 
»on Reoular , and diners others. 
The third lobn Geilerabout the 
yeare 14 98.in his shippe ol fooles 
Sayinge : Theſe thinges deduce ont 


| 
of Kempit , wn the difference of mu; t 
ture 4nd grace, In his 3, books if « 
the following of Chriſt c. 5.4. ? 
The fourth Mauburnus cams t 
Regular of the ſame houſe with * 
Thomas-in the mount of $ Agne, 1 
who liucd with him before the * 
yearc 1491. He writeth thus: 0ur & | 
Koute Thomas of Kepis doth admonis 
ws,not tobe too lenge, nortoo thortin 
ſaymg maſſe,&c. |. 4. de Imitation 
Chriſti c, 190. And the ſame againe 
In theſe words : Brother Thoma « 
Kepts in the Monaſterie of $S. Agm 
&:c, Who amongſt other workes whid ** 
he made, compoſed the bovke: qui 0 
Srquitur' me &c. which ſome dn | 
falſely aſcribe 'to Gerſon ec. 1 
Theſe, I belecue , the worll e 
will iudge conuincing teſtimonici d 
enough , howbeit, to beas good 1 
my word, [et proofe be made at e 
aboue, that there was euer ſach 1 t 
lohn Geſſen Geſen, or Gerſen in na- & 
rwre,, Who was a Benedidtiang and 


Abbot of Vercells, and he shall be 
s tomethe Anuthonr of the Followinge 
of of Chriſt: for how cuer I may haue 
agreate difhicultie ro force my faith 
co it, yet I will ſubmitt my iudge- 
in ment, and for ener ſilence my pen, 
es, In that behalfe, Mcane while licEce 
the me to conclude. 
4 Firlt, that onrs is the poſſeſſion , we 


il pofſefſe firſt , we poſſeſſe of old. 
tn eAndtherfor we poſſeſſe becauſe 
m Wepoſſeſe. According to that Mas 
ne Xime of the law, 


1 Afttore non probante , manet in 


mt #0 loco poſſeſſio. 


jd Secondly. That Iohn Gefen Geſen 
Mm or Gerſen, BenediCtian, and Ab- 
(a bot of Verſells neuer was ( becauſe 
it was neuer yet proued that he 
{{ euer was in beeing ) Since accor- 
e| ding to right and cquitic. Non ap- 
a parentinm 1 0nexiſtentium eaden 
1 eſt ratio, Reaſon equally regards 
4 things which appeare not , and 
y thinges whic h are not at all. 
4 Hic marus ahenens eſto. 
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MEDITATION $ 


AND PRAYERS 
OF THE LIFE AND BENEFITS 
OF OVRSAVlIOvVR IfgSvs.CHELIT. 


THE FIRST PART. 


Erom the Incarnation of Chriſt te 
his Paſhon. 


The Preface , 


Of the vrtilitic of the life and 
Paſlion of Chriſt. 


F you earneſtly deſire 
to be perfectly freed 
from vice : To be nobly 
30 inriched with yertue: 
To be,deeply inſtruted in holy 
ſcriptures: To be gloriously trium- 
phant ouer your enemyes : 


- - 
% 


I, 


2 Meditations and Prayeys ' 
To be plentifully comforted in | 
aduerlities : | 
To conuerſe deuotly in carth : | 
Tobe frequently contrirte in your. | 
chambers : | 
Toweepe ſweetly in your prayers: | 
To be feruently inflamed in your 
Meditations : 
To pcrſcuere in Good aCtions : 
To be replenished with ſpirituall 
delightes : 
To be rauished in mynde : 
To cnioye diuers ſccreetecs : 
Todye happily at the laſt : | 
To raigne eternally in Heauen : | 
Exerciſe your ſelfc in the life and : 
Paſſion .of Issvs-Curisr the 
ſonne of God, whom his father ſenr 
intotheworld toafford an example 
of perfection to all men, and to 
bring his followers to his eternall 
Kingdome. Loue Chriſt then, fol- 
lowlIcſus, imbrace the crucifxe.- ' 


[ 
i 
£ 


' Thomas 4 Kemps. a 
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THE FIRST CHAPTER. 


LA Meditation or prayer , exci- 
ting Vs 10 prayſe Cod fer his 
Magnificence. 


I Y lord God Iecarneſtly 
M dehire to prayle thee : be- 


cuuſe I 2cKnowledge my fſelfe to 
haue bene created to prayſe thee. 
Open my mouth in thy prayſe that 
I way ling glorie to thy name, Ex- 
cite my hart towards thee, repell 
all irkfomenefſl e,po wre grace in- 
to my ſoule, | indle loue, that I 
may be able to render thee due 
thankes, Free tby ſeruant from 
iniquitie, purifie me from the in- 
fe&tion .of body and mynd, that 
I may be made worthy to open my 
lippsto the honour of thy name. 
Yetwho is able worthily to pray(c 
J 


Meditations and Prayers. 
the abiſmall dignitie of thy Maite- 
ſtie, For cuen all the vertucs of| 


[1 


the Heauens , and all the powres| 


of the Angells, are not ſulhcient 
condignely to prayſe thy immenſ: 


reatnes. How much lelle able is 
a frayle man, 2 worme, rottennelle 


it ſelfe , to performe the ſame} 
To witt all creatures, all reaſon, 
al rongues and expreſſions fal farr: 
Short of condigne prayſe. Hoy 
then ? shall I therfor ceaſe from 
prayling thee, becauſe I am not 
able to doe it tothe Full 2 Oshalll 
therfore be lilent , and waxe wholy 
mute , becauſe Iacinowledge my 
ſelfe to be defied, and inſufhcient! 
farre be it from me to proue ſo vn: 
gratefull, as to ceaſe from thy 

rayſes, whom all creatures ar 
Lead to prayſ(e;bur eſpecially mat 
indewed with reaſon, vpon whon 
thou haſt heaped thy benefits farr: 
aboue all the other creatures. 0 
factherof mercycs, and God of infi 


J 
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Thomas a Kemps. 5 
ie. | nite goodneſle, I truly acknow- 
of ledge and confeſle from my very 
heart that 1 am but too fowle a 
ne) finner,, inthy fight, and fo oughr 
ſe rather to ſue for pardon with 
| ſobbs and ſighes and eyes caſt 
downe vpon the ground, then to 
le as ran 
prayſc, orcuen pronouce thy moſt 
ſweete name, with dehled lipps. 
Yet putting my whole confidence 
in thy gracious goodnelle, and 
imbredd (weetnes, Icarncſtly deft- 
reto prayſe thee , from the very 
1 botrome of my hart, beſeecheing 
' the bowells of thy mercy that thou 
J wouldſt not deſpiſe me a poore 
| ſpotted worme, and a corrupted 
deade carcalſe , nor ſtoppe the 
courſe of my poore prayles to thy 
great name; but contrariwiſe ex- 
cite and applie all my inward 
powers to prayſe thee with deuo- 
tion and iubilation. 
2. Thou, 6 lord God, art thy. 
ne owne proyſc, nor art thou wor- 
| A iij 
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6 Meditations and Prayers 

thily. prayſed by of any but by | þ 
thy ſelfe, who art the Creatour | | 
and Gouuernour of-all thinges; 1 
from whom they all haue their | ] 
origine , their power and opera- | I 
tion, tending to the honoar and x 
prayſe of thy name. Thou oughtſt| x 
therfor alwayes to be praylſedand | 1 
bleſſed by all thy creatures: Mar-| 1 
rie there is no prayſe compara- | 
ble tothis,to witt, when the mynd | 
of man, conſidering thy dignitie, | « 
delires to prayſe thee in thy ſelfe ] 
for thyne exceſſiue goodnes fake. 1 
Letthenthyne owne incomprehen- | | 
fible. eſſence, thy incftable omni- 
potencic, thyne inſcrutable wiſ- 
dome, thyne vnſpeak able sweet- | 
nefle, and boundleſle pictic , 
prayſe thee, © my Gol. Let thy 
{uſpereminent goodnelle, thy ſu- 
peraboundant mercy, tny euerla- 
ſting power, and vaſp:akable Ma- 
ieſtic prayſe thee. Let thyne in- 
fallible. Truth, thyne vachang- 


Thomas 4 K emplis. 7 


y | ble cquitie , = neuer fayling 


ir | light, thy cleare 


, 


nowledge, and 
inuiolable ſubſtance prayſe thee, 


r | Letthy inſtice cuer moſt iuſt, thy 
« | moſt prudent ordonnances thy 


d 


F 
d 


| 


moſt calme gouucrnement,and thy- 
ne invincible power prayle thee. 
Let thy ſuperlatiue dignitic, thy 
ſingular benignitie , thy dearely 
beloued sweetneſle, thy moſt pear- 
l:(le glorious bzautie and, and moſt 
excellent chariti2 prayſe thee, 
Let cuery name and euery word 


that can: be ſaid and published of 


| thee, prayle and highlie extolle 


thee for cuer and cuer. 

z. Let the moſt glorious Qnrene 
of heauen, the blefled V irgine 
Marie, prayſe thee, and al waycs 
highly extolle rby Maicſtie, with 
all the Court of heauen for euer 
and cuer. Let millions of millions 
of Angells who ſcrue thee with 
due reuerence prayſe thee, and 
tinge the Hymnes of infinite gra- 
1i1j 
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titude to thy name. And let tent | 
thouſand tymes an hundred thous 


fand of the heauenly Citiſcns, 
who continually attend thee , 
prayle thee with lingular exulta- 
tion, and adore thee with ſuprea- 
me reuerence, And let all the 
moſt ioyfull compagnic of the hea- 
uenly Court ſalute, prayſe , and 
adore thee for cuer , On my be 
halfe, with a moſt deuoure and gra- 
tefull falutation. Let alſo all the 
feruenrt deſires of the ſaintes, and 
all the mellifluous ſayings of the 
Docours , all the vertues, and 
moſt perfet affeCtions which were 
wrought in honour of thy name 
with the melodious harmonic of 
all the creatures, prayſe, and 
exalte thee in the higheſt meaſure 
tacy arc able, bleſling the moſt 
holy name of thy Deitie eternal- 
ly. Let all thy fGaintcs and cle& 
( whoſe names are written 1n the 


booke of life ) pray(e and glorifie 


— 


Thomas a Kemps. 9 
thee perpetually , and ſue to thee 
for the intirc remiſſion of all my 
ſinnes, for my happic death and 
departure out of this world, my 
defiveric from cternall damnation 
and my attayning to cternall glo- 
rie, And let them obtcyne for meat 
thy hands, the bleſled ſtate of eucr- 


laſting Beatitude, 


es, 
—_— — 


I59& 1h CHAF; 


Bleſſe, and render thee thank es 

0 holy Trinitic, and inſepera- 
ble Vnitic, Father, ſonne, and ho- 
ly Ghoſt, one onely God Al- 
mightie, Who to shew the incffa« 
ble aboundance of thy goodneſle, 
didſt, inthe begining create Hea- 
uen, and Seas. of the fea and all 
conteyned therin and abone all 
cthecr creatures, didſt rayſe man 
by a speciall priuilcdze co the 1o- 
nour and dignitic of thyne ownc 

V 
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fimilitude and liknelſe, makeing 
him powerfull in dominion, wile 
by reaſon, and innocent of life, [ 


prayſe and gloritie thee for that | 
orcatcſt benctit wherby thou did(t 


inrich himin paradiſe with won - 
derfull delightes : ſo that he had 
the fruition of the higheſt , the 
gouuernement of inferionr thin- 
ces, and. the polleſſton of all , to 
praylſe thee togeither with them 
for cuer. 

I Prayſe and honour thee, 0 
moſt gracious God, for thy excee- 
ding great pittic and vnſpcakable 
mercy, wherby thou freedſt man 
from his irreparable damnation , 
man Ifay who tranſgreſled thy 
facred ordinances , and proucd 
vngratfull for all thy benefts, 
ſending bim out of the pleaſures 
of Paradiſe to doe pennance for 
his fault, Who though he were 
worthy of etcrnall damnation 
without a}l remiſlion for his tran!- 
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Thomas a Kemps. I 
greſſion : yet didſt thou not vic 
the ſcueritie of thy iuſtice, bur 
through the incffable myldneſſe of 
thy mercy, impoſed ypon him the 
obligation of performeing worthy 
p_ and long after granted 

im the bench of his ſo much de- 
lired pardon, And ſo it came to 
palle, that man was ſaued by thy 
grace, Who fel] into finne by his 
cwne fault. And hence it is, that 
cuery one of the faithfull , tands 
bound to render thce thankes , 
without repoling confidence in his 
wone ſtrength , or glorying in the 
iuſtice of his owne merits, For we 
are thy creatures, © my God : cw 
fubſiſte by thy gooducile, and we 
yectine all we haue from thy 
bountifull hand : but we quickly 
fall, and run into decay by our 
owne iniquitie, Nay, we become 
ill worſe and worſe, and miſera- 
bly pine away, vnlefle we be ere- 


Qed and confirmed by the aſliftan- 
A vj 
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ce of thy mercy. And therfor, 6 


moſt mylde lord: we implore thy | 


mercy: we call ro mynd the abun- 


dant meaſure of thy cl-mencie, | 


publishing the ſame with delight,” 


and preaching it by way of ex- 
cellencie. And We offer a facryfice 
of pious prayle 'P ro thee, with 
thankes-giuing, for the multitude 
of thy mercyes beſtowed vpon vs, 
which thou haſt moſt plentifully 
Shewen vnto vs finfull children, 
who were fold by linne, 


— 


THE THIRD CHAD. 


Of the calling bacite of loſt man 


and of the promeſſe of Chriſts 
coming, 

Blefle and prayſe thee Galmi- 

ghtie and mercifull lord God 

( whoſ: natureis goodneflc, whoſe 

will 15 power, whole worke js mer- 


Thomas a Kemps. 13 
cy ) for thync immenſe clemencie, 
and free and vndeſerued goodnel- 


| &, wherby thou didſt not delay to 


call backc man deceiued by the. 
Diuclls malice and quite defeated 
and ouerthrowen by che poyſon of 
mortall contagion, from his mani- 
fold errours, and the filth of linne: 
to the way of pennance, and the 
ſtate of rightuousnelſle giuing 
him hope of pardon, and the com- 
forts of mercy and faluation by 
the wholſome ind fauing promel- 
le of thy owne coming. And leaſt 
man by ignorance might excuſe 
his owne malice, thou didſt pro- 
uide remedics againſt errour by 
frequent admonitions, by laiyng 
open the law, by inflicting pun- 
nishments, and by exerciling open 
punishments vpon ſinners , by 
multiplying Wonders, by promi- 
ſing Haw goods; ſo that they 
were without excuſcwho would nor 
conuert themſclues to thy wors- 
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hippe , and to the knowledge of 
truth, For all through the fiue 
Ages of the world , towitt , by the 
Patriarkes , Iudges, Preiſts, Kin- 


ges and Prophetes, from Abel the | 


juſt , to Iohn-Bapriſte thy forerun- 
ner, thou neuer ceaſedſt ro fore- 
tell, promiſe and prefigure, thy 
delircable coming C wonderfull- 
fignes, and multiplied Oracles, 
thar thou mighteſt ſtirre vp our 
vnderitandings to faith, by ſo many 
foreruning witneſles, and ardently 
inflame our drowhe affeCtions by 
the linely examples of ſo many 
ancient Fathers. 


——————_—_—_—. 
—_—____— 


THE IV. CHAP. 


Cf the redemption of mankinde 
by the myſterie of the word 


incarnate. 


Bleſle and prayſe thee © lord 
God, thou Creatour and Re- 


Q. 


ns) 


2 4a ws _ 5 mw 55 mW wy oy By ao 
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Thomas & Kempis. IF 
j deemour of mankind, for that ex- 
* | celle of charitic, wherby thou diſt 
yet more wonderfully -rcforme 
' | man whom thou hadſt wonderfully 
' | framed, with thyne owne hands. 
For while we were yet thyne cne- 
myes, and ancient dcath exerciſed 
an vniuſt dominion ouer all man- 
kind , thou didſt not forgett the 
bowells of thy mercyes, but did(t 
looke downe from the ſublime 
Manſion of thy glorie vpon this 
veyle of mourning and miſerie. 
Thou beheldeſt the great affliction 
of thy people vpon the face of the 
earth, and the heauie burden of 
the fonns of Adam. And thence 
being inwardly touched with the 
ſweetneſle of thy charitic, thou 
didſt conceiue thoughtes of peace 
and redemption. For when the 
fulneſſe of tyme arrined, thou camſt 
to viſite vs, ryling from on high, 
and didſt fulfill the defires of the 
Prophetes by the exhibition of thy 
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incarnation, appearing true God 
and true man amongſt men. I bleſle' 
and prayſe thee, © fauiour leſu| 
Chriſt, for thy ſingalar humilitie, | 
wherby thou dcigned(t to chuſe «| 
peore Virgine Be thy mother, 
whom too thou madelt be eſpous- 
ſed to a poore carpenter, to witt 


Ioſeph a iuſt and holy man. I bleſle, 


therfor the moſt worthy annoure 
ciation of thy incarnation} for the 
reuerente falutation of the Angell 
addreſled in a moſt deuoute man- 
ncr to the moſt Bleſſed Virgine 
Maric by the Angell Gabriel,who 
denounced to her the diuine my- 


ſteric of the ſonne of God his b: ing! 


in carnated in her chaſte wombe. 

2, I prayſe and honour thee, 
for the greatnelle of the Virgine 
Marics faith, for her firme con» 
{ent, and her moſt humble replye, 
and for all her other vertues which 
She then made appeare, when $he 
returned her obedient anſwer to 


the 
ho 
be 
th 


J© 


Themas 4 Kempis. Bp 
the Archangells falutation : Be- 


{e] hold the hand-mayde of our lord, 
ſu} be it done with me according to 


e, | thy word. I prayſe and glorihe thee 


| 
'' 
,| ther, for thy admirable ſtoopin 


3 


» 


t 
e 
- 
| 


6 thou eternall wisdome of the Fa- 


downe from thy inacceſlible high - 
neſle into the vile priſon of our 
mortalitie, and for thyne immacu- 
hte Conception inthe blefled Vir- 
gine Marie by the cooperation of 
the holy Ghoſt, the incflable ver- 
tue of the moſt High, oucrshading 
her virginall wombe framed thy 
thrice ſacred body of the vnſpotted 
flesh of the Virgine, For thou true 


' Cod, conlubitantiall to thy eter- 


nall Father, waſt made one flesh 
with vs, without the contagion of 
linne, that thou mighteſt render vs 
oue ſpirit with thee by the adoptis 
of the ſonns of God. I prayſe and 
magnifie thee for the voluntarie 
powreing out of thy plenitude, and 
thy cbaritable taking our paſlibili- 


Fa 


% 
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tie, abieCtion, infirmitic and mor. 
ralitie vpon thee, that by thy em-' 
ptineſſe we might be replenished, 


faucd by thy paſlibilitic, z exalted 


wu 


by thy humilitiz, ſtrengthened by| 
thyne infirmitic , and brought to 
immortall glorie by thy mortali- 
tie; I prayſc and magnifte thee for 


thy nine monthes abode in the, 


narow habitation of the Vargins 
facred wombe , expecting the ordi- 
narie tyme of maturitic , who ac- 
cording to thy diuinitic art not li- 
mitcd by dayes, and yeares, j but 
thou haſte diſpoſed all thinges in 
their due tymeand order. O gra- 
ciouſnefle worthy to be loued and 
extreamely. admired , that thou 
being the God of immenſe glorie 
wouldſit voutchſafe to be made a 
contemptible worme. And that 
thou who madeſt all thinges with- 
out labour, wouldſt, to deliuer vs, 
takcourdolours vpon thee, O moſt 
{weete leſu thou (plendour of eter- 


no m wot BD © 
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Thomas 4 Kempis, 19 
| nallgloric by how much thou art 
*' madcleſſcin thy humanitie, by fo 


|, much the greater doſt thou shew 
d thyſelfe in goodeneſle towards me: 
y| Andby howmuch thou becomſt 
0. more abicct for my ſake, by fo 
- much more deare art thou to me. 

r 

_ i 
$ THE vV. CHAP. 


- Of the Natiuitie and pouertie 
of Teſus. 


| m_ and giue thee thankes 5 
| ord Ieſu Chriſt 6 thou oncly- 
| begottenof thy heauenly Father , 
| who alone being incffably borne 
! before the begining , didfſt dayne 
; intymeto be borne in a durtie ſta- 
' ble, out of thy ſingular humilitie, 
and to be layd in a narrow manger 
for the loue of holy pouertie. who 
is able worthily to conceiue, how (o 
TIreat a God would plcale to be 
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come fo Rods fr the of man 2, 
O.how much is i 
gee ro giue hes imble thankes ». 


rthat.ir pleaſed yg ro ſecke 
redemption in the. pquertic > 
mi(cric of a poare ſtaple > Q admin, 


rable pictic 1 6 went [rg 
neſle ! P $ moſt delicious chance 
That God would ey 464 ro 59 
come a litle child 40 be Tapres 
vp in poore clothes , and be 
before brure.. beaſtes i in mo 
manger ? O incomprehenfibile hu» 
militie,that the lord of ay would 


pleaſe ro: wh Sas 


companion; Thou w \" COPY 
rent, 0-my deare lord, to. þe my! 


ather who art.my Crea bug, 
thou voplalt Farcher colab's 


ofa eos tg ay fk 
Ee yen ro 
7 Ne farre: aboue the rex 


nature, that nature might be x 
| pied Ovaicireowgthe 


—_ 


hte Kemps: 27 
ehoordinatrwcoark of other nati- 
nities by the excelloncic of 4 mira 
1c 9574 Agrees een 

enbyt uine 

- | 2,0) hoV-happie andamiable 
natinitic,, Ie(o, thou 

re of 'thar excellent: mother, 
Marie, who- betrers the natiuities 
of all men, reformes their :condi- 

jon, wipes away _end 

rearcs Mm peecesthe handwricting 
werparermge nature : io tharof 
male that he ts dorne in a 
le Rate of the 'race'iof 

» he may reioyce in thy 


rake natiuitie,, our: of a con- 


fidence rhathe is molt ily re- 
joan fotos ano as roi 4 
nkes nega dar 


<e. I give t 
gltiou —————_ A of Fehywe dlefu 
hriſt- chou onely 'ſonne of God , 
wherby we aret into the par- 
tion of thar grace, wherin 
we'ſtand, and haue a confidence of 
thehope of the gloric of che ſonns 
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of God which was graciously pro» 
miſled; vs from theauen. Thouart 
the pledgeofour redemption. Thou | | 
the conſtant hope of all men: to | ' 
thee we poore 1inners run for: fa- 
uour who Hughteſt vs cuen before 
we knew thee. O ſacred and deare | 
infancic,, who didſt-infuſe 'true | 
inocencie into humane thattes: | 
wherby euery age returnes backe 
into bleſſed infancie, -and are} 
made conformable to thee; notin 
che tender lirle-nefle of thy body: 
but in the humblenefle of ſenſes, 
and in the pietic of manners. Graht” 
moſt clement Ieſu that I maywalke” 
in the footſtepps of: thy - humit.” 
litieand ponercie, who wouldeſt be | 
borne at-midnight of the B, Vir»: 
.gite Marie, tolcauc an example'of 
. Yettur, anda.perpetuall meanes of 
ſalyation toall men. 6iueme'/grace 
to ſthge thy prayſe with a deuouts- 
: harce, rogertther with the 'Angells, * 
-and. the whole Court of heducn,. 


A——— 


k "Thomas? Kew io 2; 
cw, thou 'didſt appoint to be 
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'THE VI. CHAP. 


of ihe cacumrddicie and mants 
9 ""1 hich \ youre: Jeſus ſuffered. -: 


T Bleſſe and giue thankes to thee 
46 lord leſuC by for:the manifold 
neomoditicsmyldly. cndured, and 
mitie: of; pourrtie/ taſted, by 
thee; even ſ{incerhe firſt womentof 
thy-dlife amongit ys. For when 
: thouwaſt borne Gedinthis workd, 
7 thpn+niadoſt-cloyce; of: yp night 
foraahy:r recraicke the 

col&wof inter. for So. cighe: 
3 thou {ceke:afi I! nl 


wor; pak 


_— Ca roger _— 
e:2houe. all pouer- 


zics, ;N 4 p 
me poore cloutes to putt ones 
I ay who didfſt cloth the firſt 

with a coate of sKinns, and Tit 
adorne.the. Heauens with Ntarrey 
the earth with flowres, the bee 
wil trinns and fairs, with'a 
wonderfull varictie, .O \bgly, po- 
uertic of the ſonne of God, more 


y Wie cucr yet borne) di 
Yaffer ſuchſcarcetuc:and di 

Whar:recorde., 'what  tongye-'& 
example/did cncr deliuero ;poorgd 
ofany faintewhat.ſocug 


.allitance of the lame grace 
—_ to ſuffer the incommodis 
ties Which want brings with it. 
Thoucamſt from heauen to ren- 
der ,pouertic amiable. tovs , and 


 waſt made poore as one of vs, who 


of thy ſelfe remayneſt rich and 
wholy opulent. I. higbly prayſc 
thee, for taking our pouertie and 
fraylerie 'vpon thee, and that thou 
didſt putt {o- high a rate vpon vs, 
that laying downe thy royall Dia- 
deme, it pleaſed thee to be num 
bred among the fonns of Adam, 
as one of them : ro witt by the, 
communication of our frayle na- 
ture , While yer thou remaynedſt 
free from all ſport of ſinne. 


ee 


THE VII, CHAP. 
Ofthe ſcrikes of the child Ieſus. 


'N | ql ine thee thankes 
$ loxd _ thou 


b—— 
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joy of the Angells, and ſolace of 
the afflicted, for the rteares and 
cryes of thy infancie , Wherby 
thou didſt mourncfully lament tl 
ſinnes of the ſonns of Adam. O 
wonderfull thinge, © ſtupendious 
ſtooping downe to our aduantage! 
To bchold God a child weeping 
inacradlc, whoſe prayſc the An- 
ells ſing in heauen ! He ſuckes 
þis mothers brealtes as a mortal 
man, who, as oimnipotent , im- 
arts the ſubſtance of life to all 
men! He is held in handes, caried 
in our armcs, who thunders in 
the clouds, and waters the earth 
with $shewres! Bchold how the 
higheſt thinges are lodged with 
the loweit, and how humane are 
marricd to diuine. The shewers 
of thy childish ſcrik2s and wee- 
ping doc wash my vncleaneſle. 
My iinnes are they wich thy tea- 
res deplore. And therfor, 6 lord, 
" we more to thy iniurious ſuf- | 


Thomas a Kempis. 27 
ferances, in point of my redem- 
ption, then to thy working , in 
point of my creation, O how much 
oughr Ito lament my finnes, fin- 
ce thou, © lord didſt neucr ccaſe 
to deplore them. O how heauie 
were the wounds of my ſoule , for 
which thou didſt powre out tcares 
in ſuch abundance. Bur it is nci- 
ther ſtrange , nor remoued from 
reaſon that thou $houldſt now 
weepe out of compaſlton to them 
for whoſe loue thou camſt to pow - 
re forth thy pretious blonde to free 
vs from linne,. I prayſe thee ther- 
for, 6 beloued Iefu, and I will for 
euer prayſe thee for the compaſ- 
fion and charitie which thou haſt 
shewen to me a miſcrable (inner, 


[CCS 


THE VIII. CHAP, 


Of giuing ſucke to bungerie leſus- 
1. | bas and giue th:e thankes, 
(0, 


lord Icfus Chrit, 6 thoy 
B ij 
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drayneleſſe fontaine of life , for 


thy ſucking at te breaſtes of thy | 


Virgine mother , with whole (a- 
cred milke thou was nourished, 
thou the paſtor and nourisher of 
all,thou bread and foode of the An- 
gells. O the incffable ſweetnelle 
of the dinine bountie to mankind ! 
Who is able worthily to value, 
how full of myſteric and ap” it 
is, that God $should sucke thoſe 
breaſts of flesh, and be fedd with 
the milke ofa Virgine. With what 
a huge ſweetnefle of charitie art 
ehou vnitcd to my ſoulc, © lord, by 


ſooping downe to the indigences | 


of humane frayletic 2? O great and 
dreadfull myſterie, that thou being 
one and the ſame, should(t be truly 
called true God of God the Fa- 


- , 


ther, and true man of thy Virgine . 


mother. That thou one and the 
ſame, shouldſt be belecued to be 
the ſonne of a woman,and the onely 
ſonne of thy fathers gloric. One 
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| Thomas a Kempis. 29 
'| and the fame made partaker of 
mans nature, and adored the God 
of the Angells. I prayſetheether- 
for , and bleſle thyne ineffable 
ſweetneſſe, who didſt not blush 
to ſucke thy mothers milke , ma- 
nifcſting therby that thou didſt tru- 
ly draw thyne origine according 
to flesh, from thy Virgine mother. 
O thou who feedeſtall rhinges, and 
yet art content with ſo {male nou- 
riſment, feede and fatten my ſoule 
with the dainties of thy holy 
word; and grant that I may ſer- 
' ue thee with thankes giuing , as 
longe as I Shall liue in this frayle 
bodily condition, 


THE IX CHAP. 


Of inocent Ieſus his painefull 
Circumciſion. 
Bleſſe and _=_ thee thankes, 5 


lord Ieſu Chriſt, auiour of the 
B ij 
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world,authour of puritic,and ſoue- 
raigne conſeruer therof, for the 
painefull circumciſion of thy ten- 
der flesh,according to the tradition 
of the law dC which thou 
didſt ſubicct thy felfe in all thin- 
es', being otherwiſe pure and 
Ko from all ſtayne. I prayſe thee 
for that firſt cftuſion ofthyne inno- 
cent bloude vpon that dolorous 
day. O moſt mylde lambe of God, 
what a huge commendation doſt 
thou h:reby putt vpon thy chari- 
tic, how excellent doth thy pa- 
tience appeare herein, while thy 
holy and immaculate flesh, in fo 
tender an age, payd the paine of 
circumc'fion , to which thou waſt 
not lyable 2 Forit was I that ſin- 
ned, andthou payſt the paine due 
to linne. I was conceiued and bor- 
nc in the concupiſcence of ſinne, 
and thou being begotten without 
guilt , takes vpon thee the brand 
of reuenge. What was there that 
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conld be found vicious or ſuper- 
fluous in thee, thatwas to be paired 
off Buc becauſe I was not fully 
able to fatisfic for my linnes, thou 
by thy grace camſt into my ayde, 
and afforded my ſoule a purging 
potion, by the painefull circumct- 
fion of thy ficsh. Nor is it any 
wonder cither that thou didſt ſuffer 
thy ſelf: to be circumciſcd, who 
was rcadic to be flayne for vs all. 
To witt being wholy giuen to me, 
thou art alſo wholy to be ſpent for 
my vie and aduantage. O my deare 
moſt mylde Icſu, who lifferedſt 
circumcitionin thy innocent body, 
circumciſe all my members with 
the ſpirituall rocke , and order all 
my aCtions,and compole my man- 
ners in conformitie to thy life, 
What ever thou findeſt off carnall 
in me, cutt it off and vtterly ex- 
tinguish it : and what cuer thou 
diſcoucreſt ſuperfluous, diſpatch it 
away : and keepe downe all that is 

B iii) 


32 Meditations and Prayers 


t 


vaine and light by the rigour of thy 


diſcipline, that being interiour y 
pp from vice, and adorned 
with the beautic of vertue , I may 
for cuer loue thy holy name , and 
deſcrue to inioy the focictic of thy 
heauenly Kingdome. 


— i 


THE X. CHAP. 


Of tbe tmpoſution of the moſi 
ſweete and ſauing name of 


F | eſus. 


7. T Bleſſe and give theethankes, 6 

ford Iefus Chriſt, for the im- 
polition of thy new, fauing, and 
adorable name , which was called 
IESVS. This was firſt announced 
by the Angell to the cares of the 
B. Virgine Maric: it was after 
reuealcd to Ioſcph in his ſleepe 
but this day it was impoſed vpon 
thee by thy parents, O moſt fweete 


Thomas a Kempis. 
name of Icſus, bleſſed aboue all 
names in heauen and in earth, 
Euen as is thy name, © leſu, ſoare 
thy prayſes ſpredd to the vitmoſl 
confines of the earth, From the 
ryling of the ſunne, tothe ſetting 
of the ſame prayſe-worthy is this 
name, and worthy to be glorified 
from henceforth for euer and cuer. 
This holy and venerable name 
was appropriated to thee by thy 
Father from all eternitic, bur ic 
was onely manifcſted to men in 
tyme. For there is noe other name 
vnder heauen giuen to men to be 
faued.. By good right then ler 
euery knee be bowed vnto thee, 
of celeſtialls, terreſtrialls, and in- 
fernalls : and let cuery tongue 
confeſle to thy holy name; becauſe 
thou art Ieſus Chriſt our falua- 
tion and redempti6, O moſt ſweete 
Ieſu , how admirable is thy name 
all the world ouer, For indeede thy 
name is magnihed farre aboue the 
B y 
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name of ſalomon, and adoue all 


kinges who raygned before him, 
or $hall raigne after him. And 
therfor all the kinges of the carth 
s\;all adore thee, and all tribes and 
rongucs $hall ſerue thee , becauſe 
thou art our lord God, the Kinge 
and ſauiour of all Chriſtians. 

2. Oſwcetand laluation-giuing 
name of Icſus, which hcales all our 
languishments , illuminates our 
myndes, inflames our hopes, dri- 
ues away fadnelle, mitigates an- 
gcr, affords peace and concorde, 
nourishes charitie , and begetts 
i0yc in tribulation, This moſt 
dearclicſt amiable name , was 
brought downe by an Archangell 
from heaucn to carth, This was 
plublished through the whole 
world by the Apoſtles; For this 
the Martyrs ſuffered Martyrdo- 
me. Thisdid the confeſlours teach 
vith a Joude voyce This was ar- 
dently loued by the holy Virgines. 
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This is prayſed and ſung by old 
and younge. And t houſands of 
thouſands of the fairhfull, chuſed 
rather to vndergoe death then to 
deney this mellifluous name. Fi- 
nally k inges and princes doe now 
adore this fauing name Ielus, as 
alſo preachers, prieſts, and do- 
Qours. This is (ingularly venera- 
ted and beloned by all Chriſts 
faicbfull pcople , who renouncing 
the world and the Diuell, hope 
for ſaluation in the name of leſus. 
Forleſus is the ſaluation and pro- 
tection of all his, in whoſe heartes 
firme faith and charitie perſeuer. O 
moſt ſweete Ieſu, my onely ſaviour 
write this bleſſed name of thyne 
in my hearte, not in the letter, but 
ſpirit, that it way remayne ſo 
firmely imprinted therin for euer, 
that neither proſperitie, nor aduer- 
fitic, may draw me from thy loue. 
Be to me a towre of fortitude. fr6 
the face of the enemye , thou 
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my comfortour in tribulation, my 
counſellour in my doubtes , my | 
deliuerer from anxicties. Thou [ | 
fay, who rayſeſt me when I fall, 
who inſtrudts me in manners and 
reclaymes me from my errours:.| 
prouing my moſt faithfull guide | 
(through the perills of ſo many | 
temptations ) to my heaucnly 


countrie : Amen. 


_ 
DE 


THE XI. CHAP. | 

of the apparition of Teſus and 
the deuonte offermgs of the 
Kinges. | 


x. ] Blefle, and give thee thankes| 
olord Ieſlu Chrift thou prince 
of the kinges ofthe earth, for thy 
TE before thethree 
ings. For being borne in Be- 
thelem 'uda, thou delayedfſt not 
to diſcoucr thy Maicſtic to men of 
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2 farre remote lande, shewing to 
them the humble pompe of thy 
holy poucrtie, hauing guided them 
by a heauenly light tothe _— 
ble Manſion where thou hadſt 
taken vp thy lodging. O great and: 
admirable God, who alone orders 
all thinges, and workes wonders. 
aboue in heaucn, yet to leaue an 
example of thy litleneſſe, thou 
didſt not blush to- appeare poore 
and abic&t without all. ornament 
before ſo many kingesand nobles. 
For thou: didſt neither change the 
place,nor the meane habite which: 
thou hadſt putt on for our fakes, 
into-any more splendid: one ,. bur: 
didſt indifferently 8hew thy (elfe in- 
the ſame place and habite as well 
to the' sÞipheards as. Kinges.. F 
prayſc thy incffable clemencie for 
thoſe firſt Fruites of the Gentils, 
and the yocation of thoſe alicnes, 
whom thou didſt draw by a ſecrete. 
inſpiratian. out of the eaſt to the 
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light of faith. There w.re none 
found amongſt all the Princes of 
Iſrael who ran with ſuch expedi- 
tion, with ſo much glorie and faith, 
to inquire out the place of thy na- 
tiuitic,as did thoſe ſtrangers, whole 
faich appeared more lively , and 
their dcuotion more feruent. I 
glorific thee for that wonderfull 
inlightening of the Gentils, while 
thou didſt shine ſo gloriously tothe 
obſcured hearts of thoſe eaſterne 
kinges , that they should follow 
with an vndoubted faith , the hea- 
uenly guide was giuen them, for ſo 
long a voyage. 

2, Iadore thee with all poſſible 
veneration, togeither with the holy 
k inges, following them ſtepp by 
ſtepp, deliring to offer thoſe three 
pretious gifts vnto thee, ( which 
compriſe inthem ſclues great my- 
ſterics of our faith ) with much 
heartie affetion. For they falling 
downeatthy feete, preſented thee 


: 

: 
bd 
: 
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with gold to teſtifie thy royall 
dignitic : frankincenſe in venera- 
tion of thy diuine Maicſtie, and 
mirre in acknowledgment of mor- 
talitie taken vpon thee. Wherfor 
0 my lord Icſu Chriſt, thou moſt 
pious kinge of kinges, and gouer- 
nour of all Ages, pleaſe to receiue 
a myſticall oblation from the hands 
of thy poore ſcruant which I thy 
ſ{nppliant doe this day preſent vnto 
thee, by the interceſſion of the holy 
Kinges. In the firſt place I cff:r 
ynto thee, a true faith, a firme 
hope, and a pure charitie to be 
conſcrued for ever and euer, I 
belecue thee to be the kinge of 
heaucnand earth, I adore thee my 
true God, the onely ſonne of the 
Father, I confelle thou didſt take 
a mortall body vpon thee of the 
Virgine Marie. Admitt yet thee 
other aromaticall gifrs which con- 


teyne much sweet delight in them. 
Bchold I giuc thee , all that I had 
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from thy bountifull hand, by relin+ 
quishing all carthly ſubſtance for 
thy lone, nor doe I dehire to poſ- 


ſelſc any thing, as proper, in this | 


life : but I reſfolue to be content 
with commonfare, and {impleatti- 
re; and this is the morall oblatiqn 
of pretious gold. To this | will add 
the gift of frankincenſe,wherby we 
vnderſtand the feruour of deuoute 
prayer for our owne ſinnes,accom- 
paigned. with forowfull fobbs and 


Oo —_—__—_ - 


| 


| 


teares , gining thee thankes for | 


many thy great benefits, and 
mourning for all thatare in neceſ- 
ſitie , and this is a gratefull bur- 


ning of frankincenle to- thy diuine * 


Macfie. 

' 3. I offerreallothe gift of Myrre 
in memorie of c hy molt bitter paſ- 
fion , deliring to walke in the 
pathes of perfc&ion by the $har- 
penefſe of the mortification of 
myne owne flesh. For as often as 


I call tro mynd the bitterneſle of 


' 
| 


how. at 
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of thy paſſion for the loue of thee, 
ſo often doe I preſent thee with 
choyce myrre. And when ſocuer 
I oucreome my felfe in ſome of 
my wicked deſires, and renounce 
myne owne will, I doc noe lefle 
then pound and bruſe odoriferous 
myrre into ſmale powder in the 
morter of my hartc, and make it a 
worthly holocauſte for thy Maie- 
ſtic. C how happie were 1 , could 
I find my ſelfe powerfull enough 
to offer a polie of myrre to my 
leſus, by colleding into one bundle 
all thy labours and dolours , tg 
geither with the bitter torments 
of thy whole Paſſion For by ſuck 
a happie mixture of myrre and 
frankincenſe the faithfull ſoule 
is wonte to beincited to a feruent 
defire of mending her life, of doing 
penance , and mortifying all her 
paſſions. I giue thee thankes, © lord 
Ieſu Chriſt ; for the greate venera- 
tion due to this day which thou haſt 
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adorned with three glorious mira- 
cles. For this day by the guidiace of 
aſtarre thou drewelt three kinges | 
to thy ſtable.this day t!.ou was bap- | 
tiſcd by lohn in the river Tordane, | 
Thisday thou turnedſt water into 
wine at the mariage;and inall theſe | | 
thinges didſt cuidently declare thy | 
ſelfe both God and man. I beſcech 


þ | 

thee therfor, © my humble and! | 
t 

1 


meeke lord, pcrmitt me not to be | 
ſeduced by Herodes allurements, | 
(to witt by worldly honours, and 
carnall dilightes ) but conduct me 
the right way to thy celcſtiall 
countrie, by the merites of the 
holy kinges , and the prayers of ' 
thy moſt chaſte wother , joyntly.: 
with the aſſiſtance of the Angells | 
of heauen , wher I may be fo hap- | 
pic eternally to contemplate thee 


in thy cucrlaſting ſplendours, 


Thothas a Kempis, 43 


THE X11. CHAP. 


of the purification of B. Marie 
| and the preſentation of the 
child 1 eſt 5. 


1, } Blefle and giuethee thankes, 
| © lord leſu Chriſt authour of 
puritie, for thy humble preſenta= 
tion in the Temple of God, when 
thou waſt offered vp by thy parents 
with hoſtes and giftes, noe other 
wilc then one of Adams ſonns: and 
waſt redeemed with fine ſmale pce- 
ces of fi[uer, cuen as aſlaue ſolidand 
bought againe. 1 blefle thee, o moſt 
holy Redeemour of the world, for 
thyne humble obedience to the 
divine lawe, who, though free 
from all blemishe of linne, to giue 
vs an example of true . ſubie- 
ftion, becamedſt wholy ſubiect 
to the ordonnances of the law. I 
honour thee for that incompara- 


ble humilictic of thy moſt blefled 
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mother, and for her voluntarie 
ſabieQion to the commands of the 


— 


lawe, who being a pure V irging 
both in her childbearing and after! 
it, rcfaſcd not for all that, the re- 
medie of purification, O moſt! 


agrecable oblation | O moſt ſweete] 


fatisfaction , as being voluntarie 


and vndue, full, and free from all} 


fault. But what $hall I offer, or 
what retribution $hall I make to 


thee my lord for all thy benefits 
beſtowed vpon me, What can 11 
poore and needie ſinner a catiue 
and miſerable creature,be able to 
preſent thee, ſaue onely to reſigne 


my body intirely into thy hands, | 
O in whatnecde doc Iſtand ofa pu-| 


rification for my finnes, as a profi-} * 
table and cuen neceſfarie fatisfa- | * 
&tion for the fame, lince 1 am de-| 


filed with the filth of ſo many! 


offences. 
2. Andtherfor I looke towards, 


thee, © lord Iclu Chriſt beſeeching 


Thomas 4 Kembis. 
thee , that thou wouldſt pleaſe ro 
fatisfic for me,and to wipe away all 
my ſinns by this moſt pure oblacion 
oft\yne, that I may merite, being 
purified and made cleane, to enter 
into the temple of thy heauenly 
habitation , and prayſe thy holy 
name for cuer. And thou, 0 mylde 
mother of God, thou glorious Vir- 
zine Marie doe thou alſo pray for 
me,thatmy ſinnes may be pardoned 
me, that | may haue tyme to doe 
pennance, and a ftronge purpoſe 
ro amend my life, ro thend I may 
obtayne the aſliſtance of the diuine 
grace. And doe thou moſt pious 
mother, ſupplie for me,in what {o 
euer I fall short in point of due 
acknowledgement of Gods bene- 


| firs, by offering thy ſ(elfe with rhy 


moſt louing lonne to the face of 


* hisFathers glorie. Let thy Virgi- 


nall puritie , excuſe my impuritie 
as well of body as mynde. Let thy 
burning charitic, Kindle my col- 
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dneflz. Let thy humilitic make my 
pride ſtoope. Lett y free obedien- 
ce, breake downe the peruerſenell: 
of my {clfe will, 3d ſtuborneſle, Lo: 
I offer my ſclfe vpinto thythandes, 
and into thoſe of thy beloued| 
child, and what eucr I am able to 
doe, shal be alwayes readie at yout 
ſe:uice. I offer a paire of doues, 
thar is,a double compunction , the 
firſt ro bemoane myne owne linne 
and negligences, and then to ſigh 
after the eternall ioyes of heauen. 
I doe alſo willingly offer to ny 
lord two pigionsfor a holocaulte, 
by conſeruing a double {implici. 
ticin my hart, defiring to render 
noe body euill for euill, but contrs 
rily to oucrcome euill by good, 
Which I b:ſcechthe:, 6 Good lev, 
pleaſe to grant me , who waſt, | 
this day, preſcnted in the temple 
by thy humble Virgin-mother, 
and waſt receiued with toy in the! 
armes of charitie by old Symeon 
a luſte and fearctull man, | 
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THE XII. CHAP, 


of the perſecution of | Teſus and 
of hu flight into Egipr, 


1. ] Bleſſe and giue thee thankes, 

0 lord leſu Ch. thou higheſt 
kinge of Kinges , for thy grear 
won ar and tribulation, which 
was rayſed vp againſt thee in thy 
childhoode, when tou did(t fliye 
from the face of that moſt impious 
kinge Herode, and waſt compelled 
to quitre thyne owne natiue ſoyle, 
likag poore pilgrime,or exiled per- 
ſon, and priuatly to enter 1nto the 
land of Egipr, ot of which thou 
didſt of 01d deliuer the children of 
Iracl with a ſtronge hand. I prayſe 
and glorifie-thee tor the incommo- 
ditics which thou mett with in that 
trouble ſome jorncy , and longe 
pilgrimage, which thou cndurcdit in 
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aſtrange land 4d liuing for the ſpace 
of ſcauen yearcs amonglt barbarouz 
people , and perſons farre vnlike 
ro thy ſelfe. O crucll impietie to 
endcuour to kill cheauthour of life 
and to force the kinge of heauen 
out of hisowne countrie. O what 
a floude of teares would it haue 
cauſed to haue beheld ſo faire and 
deare a litle child, with his moſt 
exquilitly beaurifull V irgine-mo- 
ther making vic of the benefit of x 
darkenight to eſcape into a land 
which he Knew not 2 Certainly that 
part of his perſecurion was a matter 
of lingular patience , and shewe; 


— 
% 


faithfull chriſtians that they arc 
to endure many perſecutions by | 
the wicked. | 
2, I prayſe and honour thee, 6| 
lord Ieſu for thy bleſſed returne 
out of Egipt, and coming againe| 
into thyne owne countrie :; for thy 
ſociable cohabitation wit" thy pa- 
rentes in the Citic of Nazareth, 
where 


Thomas a Kempiz*” 4g 
where thou didſt inocently con- 
uerſe with thy friends and neigh- 
bours, leading a poore life with 
thy mother, and S, loſeph grant 
me now- my beſt -beloued leſu ro 
imitate this paſſage of patience in 
ſome ſorte at leaſt:not to murmure 
againſt inturiesputr vpon me, but 
humbly to giue way to an angrie 
man : to ſuffer if any make vle of 
irri;onsoc detrations committed 
againſt me, or be otherwiſe trou- 
blelome to me in any kind : and 
feruently ro pray for his ſaluation, 
without any indignation againſt 
his perſon, bur rather ro impute 
all ro the old ſerpent by whom he 
istempted, Gran that I may con- 
ſerne peace amongſt my brethten, 
willingly to be obſcquious ro 
them, and patiently to endure with 
them what euer penuric in tempo- 
ralities, to the honour of thy 
name, Amen, 


G 
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THE XIV. CHAP. 


Of the holy Innocents who were 
murdered by Herode for the 
name of Ieſus, 


F. | 1-ry and prayle thee, 0 lord 
| leſus Chriſt , thou hope of 
Orphans, the gloric ofthe hum- 
ble, and crowne of all the faintes, 
for the innocent ſlaughter of {o 
many chouſand children who were 
flayne for thy name. I prayſc and 
glorifie thee for thoſe beſt fruites 
of martyres, who ſuffering without 
crymc, thou didit conuey through 
this miſerable world in puritie of 
body and mynde, granting the me- 
rite of Maryrdome euen to them 
who had nor yet the vſc of reaſon, 
I adore the wonderfull equitie of 
thy iudgements in all thy workes, 
who didſt cxalte the humble and 
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mnnocent in eternall glorie, and 
didſt fincke proude Herode with 
his complices , into the eternall 
confuſion of Hell. I humbly fall 
downe at the feet of thy pietie moſt 
innocent Ieſu, and beſcech rhee to 
teach me toimitate the innocencie 
and humilitie of litle children 
in heart and manners, that all 
bitterneſle and pride being putt a 
fide , I may be henceforth found 
more my[de, more pure, more hum- 
ble, more patient, and cheerefull 


among 'my companions ; and that 


I may not be dchiled with any 


fleshly corruption , but that the 
abſolute mortification of all vice 


may preſcrue me from all offence. 


THE XV. CHAP, 
Of the finding of Teſus in the 
Temple. 
l, | rag and giue thee thankes, 
| 0 


lord Ic Chriſt thou 
C ij 
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Maſtcr of humilitie', and higheſt 
Dodtour of cternall truth, for the 
ſtupendious example of thy humi-. 
litic, and for the light of thy hid- 
den wisdome shcewen to men, when 
by reaſon of the feſtiuall day thou 
wentedſt to Hicruſalem with thy 
parentes offering votiue prayle, 
and holy Prayers, to thy heauenly 
Father for vs, and ſattcdit amidilt 
the D. .ours at twelue yearcs old 
humbly hearing them, and pru- 
dently interrogating them , thou 
didſt draw vpon thy ſelfe the cycs 
of all that behcld thee. I laude and 
extollc thee with all poſſible deuo- 
tion, for the reuerentiall obedience 
which thou didſt pay to thyparets 
who had longe and follicitouſl 
fought thee, and in the end had 
found thee, while thou the Empe- 
rour of the Heauens, waſt humbly 
ſubicct ro their commands, and 
preſently renouncedſt thyne owne 
wiil. And while they vnderſtoode! 
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the word which was 'ſaid tothem , 
thou wentedſt downe with them 
from Hieruſalem to Nazareth, as 
the moſt obedicnt child of a beſt 
mother. O moſt ſweete Iciu, moſt 
louely and beloued child , and mi- 
rour of all vertue and fandctitie, 
teach me to breake the peruerlitie 
of myne_owne will : willingly co 
acqui{ce to the counſell of my 
Elders; deuoutly to vilite the tem- 
ple of God; attcntiuely to heare 
thy word preached ; to venerate 
the Doctours of the church, hum- 
bly to obey my ſupcriours; and to 
ſerue thee in perfect ſubieCtion all 
the dayes of my life, 


" THE XVI. CHAD. 


Of the holy and hidden life of 
humble Teſu. 

1. T Blefle and gue thee thankes, 

6d lord Ieſu Chriſt , for the 


moſt excellently holy conucr (ation 
C-Bi 
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which thou didſt lounge leade in 
ſecrectewith thy parents at Naza- 
reth , from the twelueth to the 
thirtieth yearcof thy age , leading 
« hard life in great pouertic humi- 
litic, and ſubieCtion. I prayſcand 
exaltthee with a huge affection of 
hart for thy moſt humble lying 
hidd among thy neighbours and 
fellow-citizens ; that thou didſ 
ſuffer thy ſclfe to be called and 
euen to be eſteemed a carpenters 
fonne , nor didſt thou publickly 
shew any ſigne of thy dininitic to 
diſcouer thy Deitie, O humilitie 
of Chriſt, how ſtrangely doſt thou 
confound the prid of our yanitie , 
and by how liucly an example doſt 
thouadmonish vs to flye humane 
apparences, to decline the aflem- 
blicsof ſecular perſons : to make 
election of a hidden life : to witte 
to be Kknowen to God alone; to 
haue a care of our owne ſaluation 
abouc all other thinges; and not 


Ree w 3: _ 


Thomas 2 Kempis. 55 
ſaddenly to produce our (clues 
into the ſight of men leaſt we might 
diſedifie them but rather with 

reat diligence to obſerue the word 
of life till we be admonished from 
heauen , to fructihe amongſt our 
neigbours. Heipe me fweete Iefu 
my good Maſter to looke into the 
forme of my hidden life with 2 vi- 
gilant heart, and inwardly to dedi- 
cate my ſelfe to thee; that I may 
alwayes loue myne owne abie- 
Ction ; and ( being hidden {rom the 
world, to be a, 5" {ilent of the 
affaires therof ) to imbrace what 
Is thyne, and whats diume with 
the whole ſtrife of my heart, and 
to looke ypon the booke of thy con- 
verſation in the moſt ſecret corner 


of my heart, 


C iiij 
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THE XVII, CHAP, 


Of the Baptiſme of Teſus , and 


of our [anChification in water, 


- - and giuc thee thankes, 
0 lord Ieſu Chriſt thou foun- 
tainc of goodnelle: and ſourle of all 
vertue, for thy humble recciuing 
of holy baptiſme : for the fulfilling 
of all jiuſtice, for thy voluntaric 
ſubmiſſion vnder the hands of thy 
fore runner , by whom thou dai- 
oncdlt to be baptiſed in the riuer 
Iordane, conſecrating therby the 
waters of baptiſme for our ve, 
Wherin thou gauedlſt an example 
toall that were to be baptiſed both 
licle and greate, that they should 
humbly receiue the Sacrament of 
wholſome regeneration , if the 

delire to enter into the bleſſed 
Manſion of the Kingdome of hca- 


; 
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ven. And in veric deede its we 
that were clen(ſcd in that thy bap- 
tiſme. That fanCtification came 
home toour profit , not to thyne , 
who had noe ſtaync of ſinne in 
thee. Iprayſc and honour thee, © 
moſt ſouucraignely venerable Dei- 
tie, in whole preſence the veric 
Angells ſtand with vencration and 
trembling, for thy moſt humble 
bowing, going downe into and 
being washed in Iordanc, to puri- 
ke vs from ſinne, I blefle and glori- 
he thee for the reucaling of heauen- 
ly ſecrectes, for the preſence of 
the holy Trinitie manifeſtly she- 
wen; for laying open the way to- 
life euerlaſting ; for the wonderfull 
inlightening of S. Iohn Baptiſte 
thy Precurſour, for his moſt hum- 
ble anſwer, and prompt obedicnce. 

2, O lecſu, Kkingc moſt high, 
how low haſt thou ſtooped this day 
for me a molt vile ſinner, hauing 
now declared ynto me the gifts of 


Cy 
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diuine grace. Looke vpon me, 
deare lordand haue mercy of all my 
finnes which I hauc ſundrie wayes 
contraQted as well publickly as in 
priuate. I deſire to be baptiſed by 
thee in ſpirit and fire, becauſe L 
haue in many thinges offended thy 
pictic, Washe me ſtill more and: 
more from myne iniquitie , and 
clenſe me from my ſinne. For there 
are none cleane from ſtayne ,. noc 
not a child of one day old vpor: 
carth\, but thou thy ſclfe alone, 
who art both pure and purifeſt 
others, who art both holy and 
fanQtifyeſt, Who haſt powcr to 

rdon the ſinnes of men according 
co the multitude of thy mercyes. 
T beſcech thee my, lord, let my 
ſoule line by thy grace, not re- 
membering myne old iniquitics,, 
but rencw my youth like an 
Eagle, Pardon what is paſt, and 
make me warie in point of future 
offences, and-infuſe new grace into 
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my ſoule, that I may merite the 
eternall gloric of thy diuinitic, 
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THE XVIII, CHAP. 


Of the faſting, and temptations 
of the Ynconquerable 1eſuss 


x, T Bleſſe and giue thee thankes, 6 

lord Iefu Chriſt, for thy holy 
faſte wich thou all alone didſt per 
forme in the wilderneſle ,. for the 
ſpace of fortie dayes and fortie 
nightes , to leaue vs a forme of 
abſtinence. There thou waſt as an 
hermite, togeither with the wilde 
beaſtes without all humane conſo-- 
lation , how euer the Angells for- 
ſooke thee not, commending here- 
in 2 great example of a retired 
life to all religious perſons. I pray- 
ſe and honour thee , © lard Ieſu 
Chriſt the foode of Angells, and 
mans repaſt, for thy many longe 

of. 
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and teadious watchings, thy holy 
Prayers, and. moſt pious medita- 
tions made in that vaſt wildcrnelle:; 
I prayſe and cxtolle thee for cuer 
more, for thy valient combats a- 
gainſt the Dinell, for the multi- 

lied vexations of that moſt wicked 
ne: for thy contempt of all 
vilc {uggeſtions ; for thy prudent 
anſwers out ofholy ſcripture to the 
Diuells obicCtions : for thy glo- 
rious vidoric which thou borcdſt 
away ouer three principall vices , 
to the diuells cternall confuſion, 
and the ſtrengthening of our infir- 
mitie. I prayſe and adore thee , 
being ett reucrently vpon thy 
knees togeither with the holy An- 
ogells who attende the? with due 
zonour, and demanding corporall 
foode to maintayne life , the aſli- 
france of grace; comfort in tribu- 
lation, fortitude in temptation 5 
and protection againſt the guiles 
of the encmye, as longe as 1 $hall 
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live in this worlds wilderneſle. 
2. I belecue and confelle that thou 
art Chriſt the ſon of God, the God 
and lord of the Angells, the crea- 
tour and redemour of mankind 
in our infirme flesh, being tempted 
and tryed in all thinges, that thou 
mighteſt become merciful], and by 
fuffering togeither with vs, thou 
mighteſt free vs from the lan- 
gaishments ofour linnes. O pious 
leſu, thou ſtrongeſt champion, 
who didſt ſo couragiouſly faſte for 
me, and fight and vanguisb fo va- 
liently, Grant that I may fight law- 
fully againſtthe world, the flesh, 
and the dinell , and repullſe all the 
aſlaultsof temptation'with a conſtit 
and immoucable mynde, Send 
downe thy holy Angells to ſolace 
my {ad exile, to be the miniſters 
of light and peace, that thcy may 
frequently viſite me , faithfully 
cepe me , powerfully aſliſte me, 


oraciouſly comfort me, more plen+ 
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tifully bleſſe me, and leade me 
ſafe and ſound home to thee my 
lord Iefus Chriſt, after the tearme 
of this miſerable life, Amen. 


THE XIX., CHAP, 


— 


Of the holy preaching ,and wholſo« 
me doftrine of I eſus. 


L, I Bleſſe and giue thee thankes, 

6 lord leſu Chriſt, thou good 
Paſtour, and moſt faithfull Keeper 
of thy sheepe,. for thy ſolicitous 
charitic, for the health of ſoules, 
and for thy ardent defire of prea- 
ching to the people thou hadd 
noe ſooner departed out of the De- 
ſert, but thon camedſt to preach 
the Kingdome of heauen, proclai- 
ming all Iudea ouer, as with the 
found of a ſaucing trumpet, that 
all should doe pennance, that they 
Should contemne the world ; and 
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haſten after etcrnall goodes. Ah 
fwcereſt Icſu , with what a dili- 
ent care didſt thou run. about the 
villages ſtrectes, townes and caſtles, 
to conuet ſinners, toheale the con-- 
trite of harte, and to-pardon thoſe 
who weretruly penitent. I prayſe 

and glorific thee from the verie 
bottome of my heart, for thy mel- 
liffuous doftrine, and feruent prea- 
ching all oucr Galilic and Iudca, 

As alſo for the excellent odour of: 


| thy life which ſpredd it (elfe farre 


and ncere. Blcſled be thy holy: 
lipps, and thy moſt agreeable ton-- 
ue from whence the delightes of 


| a celeſtiall life did flow, and the 
| knowledge of ecternall truth was 


infinuated, and thy true and admi- 
rable light which thou thy felfe 
art, did openly Shine to the whole 
world, 

2, I beſeech thee moſt lJouing: 
Teſu, thou beſt of Maſters, to grant. 
me grace to drinke vp the ſtrea- 
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mes of that wholſome doctrine of 
thyne, with a thirſtic heart ; dili 


and 


hea 


gently to marke it, prudent]y tf gh 


yndcrſtand it , ſweetly to relishit, 
and to frame all the cxcrciſes 
my life according to the acre 
words of thy heaucnly mouth) be. 
cauſe noe where cls doe I fo re 
dily and clearcly find out the wa 
of perfcCtion, as in the moſt clear 
mirrour of the moſt holy Golſpel| 
which lycsopen for me ,and all th 
world to rcadec. In thce, © lord 
the fountaine of cternall wiſdomg 
the light of life, and the plenitud: 
of all deare dclightes, are plenti- 
full and permancnt. Incline ny 
kearrt therfor to thy teſtimonies, 
and open my eares to the hearing 
of the words of thy mouth, Turn 
myneseycsaway.thatthey ſce not 
vanitie, and quicken mein the wy 
of thy life. For how cuer the cuan- 


gelicall ſtyle may ſeeme ſimpl 
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k, and high, and replenished with 
I 


heauenly myſterics which the 
wholc world is not in a ca pacitie to 
reach too. 


— 
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THE XX. CHAP. 
of the wonders of Teſus and his 


great beneuolence to man. 


I, | Blefleand giue thee thankes, 

© lord leſa Chriſt , thou 
power of God, and wiſdome of the 
Father, for thy great wonders, and 
for thy famous and prodigious 
miracles, wherby thou haſt mar- 
uellouſly inlighrened the world , 
and inuited misbelceuing heartes 
to belceue in thee, making it eui- 


dently apparent , by cleare teſtt- 
monies, and 1l|uſtrious wonders , 
that thou art Chriſt the ſonne of 
the lining God, who cameſt into 
the world for mans redemption. I 
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prayſc and glorifie thee for thy in 
menſe chariric , wherby thou didf 
shew thy ſelfe ſo bountifull and 
beneuolent to all che people, tha 
as well the poore as weake, ye 
euen the moſt vile ſinners , durk 
approche to thee 7 to whom thou 
gaucſt full power both to ſpcake to 
thee, and to touch thee Bleſled bt 
thoſe eyes of thyne , more bright 
then the ſunne beames, which thay 
didſt mercifully caſt vpon thk 
multitudes which came vrxo thee, 
of whom thou hadft ſuch compal- 
fion, that thou didfs not pormitt 
them to returne home without 
being fedd by thee. but thou didf 
againe and againe by a wonderfull 
miracle abundantly faciate many 
thouſands with a few loafes of 
bread and hishes, Blefſed be thy 
vencrable hands, which thou didlt 
chcerefully ſtretch out ouer many 
poore prrſons, and didft quickly 
drive away all their infirmitzes 
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Thomas a Kempis. 67 
and languishments by touching 
thy moſt ſacred body. Bleſſed be 
thy moſt beautifull feete , which 
were often wearied and dcfyled in 
hbouting the faluation of poore 
foules, whilſt thou didft walke vp 
and dewne inceflantly ſowing the 
word of life ; fometymes teaching 
in the mountaines, and ſome tymes 
againein the open fhelds. Whoalfo 
in confirmation of thy holy doctri- 
nedidſt worke many miracles , by 
making the ſtcke of the palite, 
walke ; by giuing ſight to the 
blind, by curing the leprous , by 
caſting out diuells, and, in a God- 
like manner by ray fing the deade. 

2, O famous Iclu, light of the 
world, faluation of the people, of 
Iſrael, our life, our power, and our 
oloric: looke more necrely vpon 
myne infirmitie, ' and expelle all 
paſſion out of my hart : inlighten 
myne interiour eyes, that they may 
{ce the light of heauen, Open the 
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earcs of my vnderſtanding, thaſ ſp 


I may heare what thou my Ge 
ſpcakeſt in me. Rowſe me oute 
the couch of my ſlouth, thatI my 
walke from vertue to vertac, Re. 
Etifie my feete in the wayes of thy 
commandementes, and ſtrcngtha 
my withered hands tolabour dil: 
gently, Clenſc me from thelcapr 
of flesh , heale me from furiow 
anger, repreſle the ſwellings ofny 

ride, deliner me from the tinge 
of enuie, defende me againſt gut. 
tonic, repelle the plague of auaricy 
and ſubdue my laciujous motions; 
for theſe arc the moſt burdenſome, 
and dangerous paſſions of a ſick 
ſoule, and the hidden agitationsd 
the Diucll which thou alone, 0 lorl 
Icſu, art able to cure, and to put 
to flight, by thy powerfull word, 
For none indeede can cure thol: 
ſpirituall wounds, and work in- 
teriour fignes of ſanctitie, but tha 
alone, my almightic God , who 


ſel 


an 


Thomas a Kempis, 69 
hal peakeſt but the wordand it is pre= 
ff ſently done 3 thou commandeſt , 
t of and without delay thy order is puter 
nay] in execution. Say therfor to my 
&&| foule, be thou cleane, and ir $hall 
thy} be cleane, Say to rhe vncleane ſpi- 
ap rit, which often tempts me, and 
l-| vexesme, goe out of the man,identer 
| noe more into him. Say to my ſoule 
wp in all my tribulations : / am thy 
ml ſaluation, feare not, Say one onely 
x| word, and my foule shall be cured, 
. 
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THE XXI. CHAP. 


of the exemples , and 200d M4an- 


ners of leſus , and of hu tri- 


bulationsin this world. 


A | Bleſſe and giue thee thankes, 

0 lord Ieſu Chriſt thou exem- 
plar of ſanctitie, forme of manners, 
floure of vertues, odour of life, and 
prayſe of paticnce , for all thy 
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vertues, and moſt ſweete manners 
for thy ſingular myldnelle and beh 
examples shewen in the preſence 
of thy Diſciples, and all the people 


of Lſracl, wherby thou didit (weet.| ! 


ly inuite the hcartes of the ſimple 
to thy loue. Nay thou didiſt alf 
forcably moue the hard heartesd 
ſinners : to pennance by thy affable 
ſpeeches : and gaucdſt examplesd 
edification to the more learned in 
cuery aCtion and dodrine of thyne, 
I laude and glorific thee, for allthe 
incommaditics and corporall ne- 
cellitics which thou didſt ſuffer 
here below which thou daignedf 
to endure for vs mortall wormes, 
being made thy ſelfe a mortal 
man, from thy verie Natiuitie, 
tillthy death vpon the crolle; by 
tolerating frequent hunger and 
thirſt, heate and cold, labour and 
wearinelle , ſadneſſe and feare 
with admirable mecknelſe of 


myud, I prayſe and glorific thee 


Thomas 4 Kempis, 7 
for thy many and heauic perſecu- 
tions, for the malignitie and guiles 
victh horride bla{phemies , which 
the ſcribesand Phariſfies did often 
yomite againſt thee, as alſo for 
their great ingratitude, and mali- 
cious detractions rendered backe 
for thyne innumerable benefits, and 
ſtupendious miracles ſo glorioully 
performed amongſt the people. 

2, I prayſc and highly exalte 
thee , for thy immenſe charitie to 


| procure the conuerhion and falua- 


tion of all men; for the long nights 
which thou didft palle in prayer , 
for thy ſighes and teares ſpent our 
of compallion : for the ioy and con- 
gratnlation of all pious ſoules con- 
uerted to thy faith : for thy magni- 
ficent thankesgiuing , and the in- 
ternall eleuation of thy mynd, in 
point of ſo many wonderfull 
workes accomplished tothe praylſe 
and glorie of thy heaucnly Father. 
O Iclu fouucraignely to be venera- 
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ted, thou worlds brightcſt mir. 
rour, grant that I thy poore (er. 
uant , whoſe manners are 


yet verie poore, may looke int 
thy moſt honeſt and ſwecte man. 
ners by pious con{tderation , and 
that I may ſquare all my action 
and geſtures according to the mo 
d-ll of thy lifc, that I may learns 
to be mylde and humble of hear, 
Thatl may be ſober in my diet 
{imple in my attire, bashfull and 
chaſte in my lookes grauc in ny 
gate; quict in mynd 3 filent 
mouth , waric in my actions, cit 
cumſpect as well exteriourly 
intcriourly , vigilant in prayer, 
dcuoute in meditation, diligenta 
worke, paticnt to be reprchended 
prompt 1n obedience, tractable l 
eucry good thinge ; not ſlow, nd 
negligent, not (add, not turbulent, 
not mandcring not clamorous, bit 


pious, calme, pleaſant and modck| 


THE 
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THE XXII, CHAP. 


| Of Palme ſenday , and Teſus his 


humble ryding into Hier#- 
ſalem. 


I, I pleſſe and giue thee thankes, 
0 lord Ielu Chriſt , thou myld 
.Guiour of the world, and merci- 
full Redeemour of mankind, for 
the declaration of thyne abiſmall 
humilitie , and the greatneſle of 


thy incomparable pictie, which 


thou didſt daigne to manifeſt this 
day, whilſt thou didſt mount bare- 
foote vpon the backe of aſillic aſle, 
and didit enter into Hicruſalem 
accompaned with multitudes of 
children who ſunge thy prayſes, I 

rayſcand glorific thee, 0 admira- 

le Iclu , tbou ſonne of Dauid, 
for the ſolemne reuerence which 


the people of Ifracl this day payd 
D 
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vnto thee, by whom thou waſlt ac: 
knowledged to be a great Kings 
and Prophete , and proclaimedto 
be ſuch with lowdeſt outcryes. I 
rayſc and honour thee for thy wg. 
Ferfull great loue, and inuincibl: 
myldnelſſe, that thou wouldlt dai. 
gne meek ly,and of thyne owneac- 
.. corde,to come to thoſe homicide, 
by whom thou waſt not ignorant 
that thou waſt shortly after to be 
putt to death : for whoſe ſinneand 
malice thou shedeſt an abundanc 
of teares, forcetelling them what f6 
ture lamentations were about ty 
follow thoſe preſcnt ioyes, I prap- 
ſe and glorihie thee, for thy feruen 
zealc againſt delinquents , wheru 
pon thou didit ecdcty Enter in: 
to the temple, and expulſed t 
buyers and ſellers our of thy far 
houſe , becauſe they had made 
houſe of prayer,a penne of theeu 
. Andasthou didſt appeare ſeuere 
viuuſt and couctous perſons, and 
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ſuch as fold their owne foules , fo 
waſt chou found wonderfull pious 


.and mercyfull ro the poore and 


weake, gratiously beſtowing hea- 
uenly dodrine, and the benefit of 
cures vpon many. 

2. O the incffable power of 
Chriſt! © the incomparable pietic 
of the ſonne of God ! Who will be 
able to expreſle thy power, 6 Lord 
and to make knowne all thy pray+ 
ſes? Remember me, 6 Ieſu, accor- 
ding to thy good pleaſure , and vi- 
lite me in thy faluation, Come be- 
loued Iclu, and leade me into thy 
holy Hierufalem , not that which 
flew the Prophetes, but that which 
is built vpin heauen , where thar 
ſouucraigne vnitic of the heauenly 
citizens doth raigne. Gett vp vpon 
the afles colt, by tamcing all the 
light looſe motios of my flesh with 
the bridle of continencie. Ir is good 
for me to beare thee my Lord, and 
to be ſubieCtto thy lawe, nottokiy 
D i3j 
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ckeagainſtthe precept of obediece, 
but to ſupport what is impoſed 
ypon me with patience and my[d-. 
neſle; and neuer to ceaſe from las 
bour , and my ſpirituall aduance- 
ment, Nor muſt we find out any 
new way, but alwayes goe forwards 
in our holy inſticute,till by thy hel 

e and guidance we arriuc at the 
ſupernall Hieruſfalem , where eter- 
nall peace inhabites- and cherfor 
I denoutly cry out vnto thee with 
the children of Hieruſalem, Oſas- 
»a tothe ſonne of Danid, ſauc me 


in the moſt high. Hayle hayle Kin- þ 


e of the world, thou ſauiour of the 
houſe of Iſrael, whom the Prophe- 
tes foretold to be about to come, 
cuen from the begining of the 
world; and the Icwes them ſelues, 
doe this day recciue with ioy and 
iubilie , with prayſe and glorie.l 
adore thee.I glorific thee, who ca- 
medſt in the name of the Father to 
redceme vs, out of the hand of the 


©, Q, or 
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enemye,and to reconcile vs to God 
the Father , by thy pretious bloud, 

3. I beſcech thee alſo, 0 my Sa-+ 
uiour Icſt, to center into thee tem + 

leof my hearte,!and whatſocuer 
thou findeſt defiled and prophaned 
therin , washe it and wipe 1t farre 
away from me, Caſt out, the ma- 
nifold repreſentations of ſecular 
thinges , places, and perſons, from 
this tabernacle of thyne.. Ouer- 
throw the tables of money, that the 
thirſte of auarice allure me not. 
Remoue away the noyle of cat- 
tell and doues , leaſt the abun- 
dance of temporalities might re- 
tarde my heart from heauenly 
delires, take a whippe into thy hid 
compoſed of the cords of thy fca- 
re; and with a ſtronge Leale expel - 
leall Diabolicall fantifies and vi- 
lannies , which that moſt wicked 
marchant , the diuell, is wont 
to expoſe in the Chuchin tyme of 
prayer, leaſt my mynd being vio» 

D iij 
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lently tempted, and ledd _ by 
vaine illuſftons, may be wrought to 
conſent, and be ſlayne at vnawa- 
res. Succour me moſt powerful] le- 
ſu, and ſuffer me not to be ſubdued 
by theDiuells attemptes,and myne 
ewnc iniquitie. Preferue me from 
euill, and comfort me in good, that 
1 may eſcape thedangers of eter- 
nall damnation,and walke on with 


thee into the eternall tabernacles 
of the celeſtiall Hierulalem, 


et 


THE XXII1. CHAP, 


Of the laſt ſupper of our Lord whey« 
n Chriſt Teſw (after the Paſe 
 Chall L ambe) inſtituted the $4 
crament of his pretious body and 
Bloode, 


I; | Bleſſe and giue-thee than- 
Les, 6 Lord Ieſu Chriſt, thou 


Thomas 4 Kempis. 79 
bread of life, and fountaine of li- 
ucing water, for the moſt ſacred 
banquet of thy laſt ſupper with thy 
Diſciples, which thou hadſt longe 
and moſt ardently dcelired to ma- 
ke : when as thou the Lord and 
kinge of hcauen and earth , didſt 
ſupp with thoſe poore diſciples of 
thyne ( that impious Iudas being 
alſo preſente at the verie ſame ta- 
ble and fat at the ame dishe) ſweet» 
ly vttering rhe while words of fa- 
cred exhortation, and endeuoring 
| by mylde admoniſions to reclay- 
me ludas himſelfe from his malice. 
I prayſe and glorific thee for the 
immenſe abundance of thy moſt 
excellent charitic, that then pre. 
ſently after the eating of the Paſ- 
chall lambe,to purt a periode to the 
old lawe, thou didſt inſtirute the ſa- 
crament of thyne owne moſt pre- 
tious body and bloud, in memorie 
of thy ſacred paſſion, and thy per. 
petuall loue;deliuering the ſame fa- 
D iiij 
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crament , with thyne owne blef- 
ſed hands, out of a ſingular cf. 
eCt of graciouſneſle , to all thy 
Diſciples'to cate, Yea further de- 
liuering them, id the Preiſts who 
Should be afterwards made by 
them, a forme of conſecration, and 
full authoritic fromthat tyme for- 
wards, tocelebrate Maſle for cuer, 
O ſingular, and admirable effe& 

of charitie! 6 the ſuperabundanteli- 
beralitice of the diuine bountie, 
where the preſenter himſelfe co- 
mes a longe in his preſent : and the 
gift is wholic the ſame with the 
gue: ! O pretious and neuer tobe 
_ memorie , wherby the 
faithfull foule calls ro mynd that 
his owne death was put to death; 
and that he found life cucrlaſting 
in his beloued, whom he receiues, 
O wonder aboue all wonders , and 
deare delight outstripping the dea- 
reſt of all delightes ! 5% a0 God 
truly preſent,shurt vpin a wonder- 
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full Sacrament; whonuthe Angells 
of Heauen adore where he is ſea- 
ted high abouethem, and cleare- 
ly appeares to them all. Grant me, 
© ſweeteſt Lord Ieſu,( tothe wor- 
thy receiuing of this moſt holy Sa- 
crament)for my ſinnes,a pure heart 
in confeſlion , an cleuated heart in 
prayer, a ſtronge faith, a great ho- 
pe , an inflamed charitie, a deuo- 
tion full of teares, a louing reueren- 
cc, a ſpringing ioy mixed with fea- 
re, and moſt cordiall thankesgi- 
uing, ſeconded with a profound a- 
bailling of my ſelfe: proceeding 
from the truce humiliation of my 
heart, that I may be agreeable in 
= fight of thy divine Maje- 
IC, 
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THE XXIV. CHAP. 
Of the washing of his diſciples 


feete and his diu:ne ſermon as 


his laſt ſupper. 


1. | Blefle and giue thee than- 

kes, © Lord Icſu Chriſt , 6 
thou higheſt Holie of Holies , for 
that greateſt example, of thy pro- 
foundeſt humilitie, and ſeruile ob 
ſequiouſnelle, which thou didſtrhe 
shewe vs,and leaue vs for an exam- 
- , whilſt thou the great God of 
1cauen, ſett v 6, ar didſt 
daigne with thoſe bleſſed hands 
ofthyne,molt officiously to wasbe, 
to wipe , and kifle the fcete of 
thy abictt ſervants, to witt, thoſe 
poore hshermen. Nay thou didſt 
nct cuen omitt, to wagshe the feete 
of that moſt perfidious Traiter 
with che like charitic ; howcucr 


» Thomas 4 Kempis. - 8 2 
he perſiſting vngratefull for ſo ma- 
ny benefits, remayned wholy obfti- 
nate in his wickednelle , being in- 
deede filthy and ſordide at hearte, 
O wonderfully huge benignitic 
towards ſo hard hearted a Diſciple! 
O the friendly obſcruance of our 
moſt pious Lord to that moſt wic- 
ked (cruant,who was fo hard har- 
ted that he could not be woone 
from his proicted malice nor by 
the familiaritic of the banker, nor 
by the humanitic ofhis obſequiouſ- 
nefle; nor by the ſweetnefle of his 
diſcourſe.I prayſe and glorihe thee, 
for the longe ſtay at this laſt ſacred 
ſupper of thyne , whcrin thou didiſt 
a ſo many admirable wor- 
kes of charitie , that noc length of 
tyme is ſufhcicaurt to relate them, 
I prayſc and glorific thee, © my 
Lord Iclua , my beſt comfortour, 
my dearcſt inſtruftour , and moſt 
powerfull ſupport, for that laſt, 
longe , and heauenly. ſermon, all rce 
D vj 
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plenished with che fire of charirie, 
andhonie combs of delight,which 
thou didſt preach to thy Diſciples 
after the washing of their feete,and 
the Trayter Judas his departure, 
wherby thou didſt moſt carcfully 
endeuour to ſolace and comfort 
their ſaddeſt hearts,againſt che tri- 
bulations which hunge ouer their 
heads : promiſing them the certai- 
ne hopes of thy reſarrection : of 
their being confirmed by the co- 
ming of the holy Ghoſt : of their 
being aſlumpred vpout of this exile, 
into thy hezauenly Fathers cele- 
ſtiall Manſion, weauing togeither 
many moſt excellent comforts, and 
finally in the cloſe of that moſt fa- 
cred ſermon, thou did moſt faith- 
fully comm end them all joyntly 
to God the Father, in true vnion 
of heart, faying : 1 Will, Father, 
that all of them '# one , 4s we are 
one. 

2, Thenthou wenteſt' ( with thy 
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Diſciples ) into the garden re- 
moued from the noyſe of the peo- 
ple, as being a fict place for prayer, 
and there didſt prepare thy felle a- 
gainſt the entrie of thy ſ{orowes, 
and thy ſacred paſſion , ſaying as 
followes :-Sitt downe here, and wa- 
tch with me, while I goe thither 
and pray. And now lI beſeech thee 
my moſt pious Lordand Maſter Ie- 
ſu, giue me moſt vile ſinner and 
vnworthy flaue grace to meditate 
of {o heauenly a ſubieC&t , and fo 
liucly examples of thy ations with 
great attention of heart. Grant 
cheifly that I may hartily bowe 
my moſt ſtiffneck toall abie& wor- 
kes , and ſeruile obſeruance and 
veterly ſubdue my proude basbful- 
neſſe that I may not ſticke to af- 
forde workes of pictic, not onely 
tomy deuoute Brethren and deare 
friends, but euen to my aduer- 
faries, and ſuch as I hauc an auecr- 
ſton to , as being crooked in bo- 
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dy, or crabbed in mynde., Grant 
thatit may not bea _ of troy» 
bletome, humbly to asKe pardon 
for my negligences , conlideri 

that thou my Lord God, didſt not 
blusch ro bend thy moſt ſacred 
knees to washe thy diſciples feete, 
Being incouraged then by thy 
bleſied example grant that I may 
accomplisn what I hcare,and reade 
of thee. Burt alas my deare Lord, 
being full of defects, and much de- 
filed with many badd affeCtions, 1 
haue great neede of a ſtronge pur- 
gation to worke a way my lin- 
nes. I therfor ſtretch out my armes 
towards thy mercy, humbly bows 
inge the verie Knees of my har- 
te to thee , beſceching thy good- 
neſſe that thou wouldſt not onely 
daigne diligently , and tlhiroughly, 
to wash my feete , but euen my 
hands and heade too ; for multi- 
tudcs of offences haue I commitred 
againſt thee , in thought , word, 
worke and omillion, 
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3. Washe me then,my deare Lord 
leſu from all the filth of my offen- 
ces, Clenſe me withall fromall the 
ſtaynes of body and mynde that ſo 
being perfectly purihed I may have. 
with 2 gown part of thy endleſle fe- 
licitie , which thou haſte graciouſ- 
ly promiſed to beſtowe vpon all 
that louc thee, and perſcucrantly 
adheare to thee in all their tem- 
ptations, Voutchſafe alſo to open 
the eares of my harte, that I may 
clearely vnderitid and relish that 
diuinely ſweet ſermonwhich at ſup- 
r flowcd like honje from thy 
mn lay mouth. For thoſe bleſſed 
words of thyne are indecede reple- 
nis<d with moſt ardent charitie 
moſt delicious cololation,and moſt 
ſublime ſenſe. Impr.nt that new 
commandementin my h.cartz,tiat 
it may burne out with a iwofold 
charitie, Comfort mc in all my 
preſſures, and powre into my {ou- 
le that ſweeteſt conſolation of the 
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holy Ghoſt , in licu of all ſecular 
delightes. Grant me true peace of 
hearc which the world is not able 
to giue. Beſtowe the holy G. vpon 
me whichthe world neither ſees nor 
knowes. Come away, © my ſauiour 
Ieſu and take vp thy Manſion in 
my heart, that we may vnanimoul. 
ly liue togeither I jn thee,and thoy 
3p mc, Amen, 
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CHAP, I. 


that perfidious Traitonr, 


How our Saniour Was ſold by Indas 


Bleſle , and giue thee 
thankes, © my Lord 
E Chriſt ,.thou ſupreame 

TRI Goodnefle , and cter- 
nall Maicſtic, for that vniuſt fale 
of thee at fo poore and inconhide- 
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rable a rate , being vnderualued 
by thyne owne Diſciple at thirtie: 


pence. 1 Laude and honour thee 
for that ſingular benignitic, with 
which thoudidſt endure that T rai 


tours companic, without any shew- 


of commotion, or vttering any hat- 
She wordat all. Nordidſt thou pro 


ſently diſcouer his vilanie to the 


reſt, nor ſuſpend him from his othce: 
and from the holy communion, 


after ſo heynous a cryme , howe- 
uer thou didſt fore-know what ha- 
ſte he made to becray thee, O my 
moſt mylde Lord leſa, how ex- 
cclliue great is thy patience and 
my impatience ! 

Ah! woc is me!how litleam 1! 
able te endure of a brother who 
doth or faith any thinge againſt me? 


Thou, © Lord, didſt ſupport foro 


longe a time and withonr coplain- 


teat all , thy Diſciple Iudas who 


was to ſell, and delijuer thce whe- 
ras I, alas! vpon a ſmalc iniurie, 
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|:mpreſently incenſed with anger, 
| and haue my thoughtes filled with 
a thouſand imaginations,cither to 
reuenge,or excuſe my ſelfe, Where 
is then my Chriſtian myldneſle, 
4 nd patience 2 Helpe me good Icſu, 
and ſow the vertue of thy mildnelle 
more abuntdantly in my hearte; 
becauſe I haue noe abilitie in 
| me, to poſleſle the bliflc of peace, 
| being ſurrounded with the contra- 
rictics of this miſcrable life, ſaue 
anely by thy ſpeciall grace and 


inſpiration. 


—_— 


THE 1I, CHAP. 


of Teſus his ſadneſſe and feave ta> 
ken pon him for all owr 


ſakes. 


| Bleſſe and giue thankes to thee, 
0 Lord Icfu Chriſt tbou maker 


and Redeemur of all the faichfull 


—_— 
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ſadneſle of thy ſoule, and for the 
ixictic and feare which for our loue 
thou didſt volantarily take vpa 
thee, in thy infirme flesh , when a 
the houre of thy being deliueret 
vp into the power of the enemye, 
thou beganſt to be irkeſome;tothy 
ſelfe, tofeare, and to be ſadd : nd 
blushing openly to confeſſe the ſv 
me in the hearing of thy Diſciples 
ſaying :myſonle i ſorowfull ro death 
Owonderfull diſpenſation of God 


Thou the Lord of power , whoal 


litle before hadſt incouraged th 
Diſciples to fight, now being deſti 
tute of ſtrength and courage, behi 


veſt thy ſelfe like an infirme per 


ſon. Yet this thou didfſt gratiouſl 
to our aduantage , to comfort vi 
weakeand pufilanimous creatures 
leaſt that ſome ( being more $har- 
ply aſſaulted by temptation) might 
deſpaire of pardon and faluation,t 


for this dolorous entrie to thy bit: 
ter Paſſion, for the exceſliue great 


28 = 
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they should find themſclues lefle 
cheercfull in ſuffering;or fearefull 
and add in enduring things can- 
traric to flesh and bloud, ſo they 


0 —_—_ with thee ſaying. How- 


tit not 4s 1 will but as thox wil- 


| {eff. I beſcech thee, © moſt louing 
of leſu, my onely hope in all my tri- 


t 


« 


' 


#4 bulation and anxictie , ny that 


I may ponder theſe doforous be- 
ginings of thy bleſſed paſſion, with 
2 hcart full of compalſsion , and 
from ſuch ſorowfull beginings to 


| aſcende by litle and litle, to the 


contemplation, of greater ſorowes: 
that I may be able to draw whol- 
ſome remediesfor the good of wy 


| foule from cuery paſſage of thy do- 
| lorous ſufferances, Grat that with 
| « patient heart I may ſuffer what- 
| focuer forowes and anxictics may 


bcfall me, to the honour and glo- 
rie of thy holy name, and neuer 
to fall into deſperation. through 
the multitudes of my tribulations; 
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but wholy to refigne my fſelfe 
conformirie ro thyne eternall dif 


polition. 


——— 


"— 


THE 111, CHAP, 


of the thrice iterated prayeref1 
ſus : of his bloudie ſVveare 
the Angvells comforting of 
and the abnegation of 
owne null, 


I Bleſle and prayſc thee, 6 
Icſu Chriſt, thou ſtrength of 
Angells, ad Refuge of the deſo 
for the anxious petirion whi 
thou madeſt and thy humble 
ſtration vpon the ground where 
« thrice renewed prayer , ſet v 
thy Knees, thou didſt with d 
tion and carneſt application 
vnto thy heauenly Father , that 
it were polsible the cupp of thy b 
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ter paſsion might paſſe , howbeir 
Rill with this addition : Yer mor 44 
I will but as then willſt, 1 prayſe 
and glorifie thee for thy valient 
c6bare againſtthe horrour of dearh 
and the | of thy moſt bitter paſ- 
fi6, when thou burnſt with ſo much 
feruour of diuine loue;, that thou 
d1idſt exclude all humane feare, I 

rayſe thee, and giue thee thankes 
bor the plentifull effulhon of thy 
bloudic (weate,when being putt in- 
to an agonie, thou prayedſt a longe 
tyme , and \ainſt nature , thou 
powred(t out dropps of blonde in 
-great abundance, I Adore prayle, 
and glorifie thee for thy bumble 


d. receiuing of c6fort frum the mouth 


of an Angell, which thou the Crea- 
tour and Governour of heauenl 

ſpirits, to ſtrengthen our wea kneſl. 
didſt not disdaygne to receiue by 
- the Miniſterie of an Angell, that 
we poore frayle creatures might 
learne therby to haue recourſe to 


hcaucnly aydes, not to tranlitorje 
ſolaces.-O moſt ſweet Iclu with 
what an ardent loue didſt thou Joys 
me , for whoſe loue thou wouldi 
imploye fo feruent Jeurmes that out 
of a huge delire of ſuffering for me, 
thou wouldſt,ouer and aboue a nz 
turall ſweate, powre out shewresd 
warme bloud vpon the ground, 

I prayſe and honour thee with 
an endleſſe honour , thou ſouue- 
raigne Louer of my ſoule, and ſin- 
oular examplar of my life , forth 
full and abſolute refignartion » fat 
the abnegation of all ſelfe will and 
naturall inclination of the ſenſitine 
parte , by which thou didſt nat 
rally abhorre punishmEtand deatl 
and yet without any contradiQia 
at all, when the houre of death ap 
proched, thou didſt forthwith che 
refully and freely reſigne thy {elk 
vnto thy bleſſed Fathers will, ſay: 
ing. Father not my will , but thy- 
ne be done, In which, onely my 

ol 
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thou didſt more highly glorihe thy 
heauenly Father, merite more for 
ys; more powerfully defeate the 
Diuell, and moſt abſolutly demon- 
ſtrated, to all thy faithfull ſeruan- 
tes, the model of perfeCtion, the 11- 
one of faluation; and the way of ac- 
complished vertue.O adorable,Ie- 
ſu, whooughr neuer to departeout 
of our memorie, I beſeech thee fr6 
the verie bottome of my hearte, 
that thou wouldſt grant me to inioy 
the fruite, and to emulate, with a 
perfe& heart the example of thy 
abnegation in the religiousſtate I _ 
haue taken ypon me, Giue me alſo 

race to bring downe my rebel- 
Co flcsh to the obedience of the 
ſpirit : torciect all carnall feare : to 
haue frequent recourſe to prayer. 
Watchfully to perliſte in it:to con- 
ceiue a pious bope of thy holy aſ- 
fiſtance : to committ the iſſue of 
allthinges tothy diuine diſpoſition 


viterly to renounce all ſelfe will, 
E 


68 Meditations and Prayers 
and to be alwayes readic in prepa. 
ration ofmynd to ſuffer what cue 
may befall me. | 


— ————— 
— 


THE IV, CHAP. 


Of Teſus his Voluntairie and fre 
going to his pages : and of hy 
paſſion: and of his wonderful 
myldneſſe at the tyme of hi 
deltuerie Vp into the hands « 


his enemys. 


Bleſſe and giue thee thankes,0 
Lord Ieſu Chrift , our Redee- 
mourand our ſauiour , for thy w- 
luntari: forwardncfle to goe tothj 
Paſſion, when thou didſt freely ant 
of thyne owne accorde goe out ti 
meecte thy moſt barbarous enem- 
yes (who came by darke night,ac 
compaigned with the moſt wickel 
traytour ludas)and rude multitud 
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of (oldiers, armed with $words and 
clubbs, with torches and armes , as 
though they had bene about to ap- 
prehend ſome theefe ſaying : whom 
doe you ſeeke 2 I am he. If then you 
ſeeke me, permite theſe Diſciples of 
myne to departe. And ypon the ve- 
ric firſt hearinge of thatthy power- 
full voyce, alltheir proude auda- 
ciouſnefle was troubled , and ſuffe- 
red a ruinous confuſion : for ſou- 
denly ſtrucke with dreade , they 
fell all backwards vp6 the ground. 
Whar then would haue become of 
thoſe miſerable wretches had twe- 
lue thouſand legions of Angells 
bene called in to thy ſuccour. But 
thou who camſt to ſuffer , would(t 
not make vſcof thy diuine power , 
but rather of moſt mylde ſufferan- 
ce.and inone {imple word of thyne 
thou madeſt appeare how great 
thy power might be, Howbeir 

thou didſt permitt the power of 

darknelle to — oucr thee 

1 
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for a tyme, and toexercile a ſtran. 
ge malice yponthee, that therby it 
might be made manifeſt that thoy 
didſt ſuffer moſt willingly ; that 
thou mighteſt perfect the worke of 
our redemption ; and accomplish 
the writinges of the Prophetes. 

2, I prayſc and glorife thee; © thou 
moſt inocent Lambe of God Ieſy 
Ch. for thyne vnſpeakable myld- 
neſle, and thy gracious mecknelle 
which could not be ouercome; for 
that thou didſt not waxe wrothfull 
againſt that moſt fraudulent vilai- 
ne that betrayed thee, nor admitt 
his preſence with indignation, but 
rather recciuedſt him with a moſt 
friend[y diſcourſe, tearmeing him 
friend according tothy woted pie- 
tic,and molt louingly daigneſt him 
a moſt ſweete Kiſle of thy heauen- 
Iy mouth, ſaying : friend for what 
art thou come 2 And with an hum- 
ble ſpeach thou didſt reprehed his 


temeritie, fraude and wickceedneſle 
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6 Index doſt thou hetray the ſon- 
ne of man with a kiſſe ? Bur alas/ 
he being neither ſtruck with the 
feare of thy juſtice, nor mollified by 
thy Kkindneſſe could be wroughr 
to conteyne his hands from a moſt 
heynous cryme, but rendering him- 
ſelfe the ringleader of a wicked 
crew, he, who had bene the com- 
panion of the Apoſtles, gane them 
a {ligne , ſaying. Who emer ] kiſſe, 
he is the man, lay hold on» him. O 
the eff:& of a moſt wicked Diſci- 
le towards a moſt pious maſter ! 
O moſt perkdious feruant of a 
moſt faithfull Lord ! O how admi- 
rable is this pietie, how illuſtrious 
is this patience of thyne, moſt myl- 
de Ieſu ; Since in fo great a perſe- 
cution,and ſo guilefull a weckbadek 
thou didſt not forgettthyne ancien, 
amitic and ſweetneſle, but for a hu- 
ge jujuric, thou returneſt the obli- 
gatid ofa cure,whiles by the touche 
of thy holy hand, thou healeſt the 
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the Bishopps ſeruants care which 
was ſmitten of by thy Diſciple, 
and withall didſt conſerue thy ſer- 
wantPcter who endenoured thy de. 
fence from the furic of thoſe that 
hatcd him , ſaying : pmte wp thy 
ſivord intoits place: Shall not Iadrin- 
ke the cupp which my father gaut 
me ? For ſo it was to be, Now my 
hamble ſute to thee 0 my God, is, 
that thou wouldſt beſtow vpon me 
a poore frayle creature, a fuller 
meaſure of patience in all my ad- 
uerſities, [caſt ſudden anger might 
farpriſe me, or a paſſion of reuenge 
might prouoke me to render euill 
* for cuill, when the inſults of my 
aduerſaries rush in vpon me, or 
ſome obicftions are made againcſ 
me, wherof I conceiue my ſelfe ino- 
cent. Grant that I may not fears 
ſuth as argue me, bur contrarily 
that I may take reprehenſions in 
ue parte ; and to apprehende 

im my friend whoimportunes and 
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chides me moſt sharply.Let not the 
auſteritie shewed to me ſtirre vp in- 
dignation in my hart, nor the me- 
moric of vniuſt offence , remayne 
therin. ' But grant that thy moſt 
milde ſufferance of euill, may ftren- 
gthen my hart to voliitarie patien- 
ce, with a defre of enduring more 
and wore for thy loue. 


PEE A —. 
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T86& VV. CHAF. 


Cf the raking : binding, and lea- 


aing of I eſs us to Anna the 


I. I Bleſle and giue thee than- 
kes,o Lord Ileſu Chriſt, thon 

hope of che faintes, and the Bul- 
warke of their fortitude in all their 
tribulations, for thy. violent appre- 
henſion by thy hateſull enemyes, 
for their audacious laying facrile- 
gious hands.vpon thee who ſought 
E iiij 
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to take thee , for their fierce and 
barbarous aſpects caſt vpon thee, 
and the we of their threatening 
armes ; for thyhard and cruell bin. 
ding , forthy cloſe and in humane 
detention, for thy haſtic and turby-. 
lent leading, and vnworthy trea- 
tie togeither with the painefull 
pnshings and hallings which thou 
didſt endure by the hands of moſt 
vile and baſe mockers who ledd 
thee towards thy death with a fu- 
rious tumult , while thy deareſt 
Diſciples betooke themſclue to 
flight and onely lent thec a looke 
as it were a farre off with much 
fourowe and greife. O Lord thou 
Kinge of Kinges, who ſouuerain- 
ly raignes ouer all creatures, and 
art onely free amongſt all mortall 
men. How doſt thou permit thy 
ſelfe ro be taken with {tronge hand 
by the wicked and to be Tedd in 
ſo contemptible a manner by men 
created by thyne owne hands,and 
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to whom thou haſt conſcrred fl 
many obligations. Alas how hey- 
nous a cryme is committed againſt 
thee, How rashlic doc they dero- 
gate from thyne omnipencie, whi- 
le thou the redcemour of foules, 
art bound in the chaynes of a con. 
demned perſon ; and thou who arr 
free from all ſinne art ledd capti- 
ue as the worſt of all theeues, Bur 
theſe thinges thou waſt willing pa- 
tiently to ſuffer for our ſakes, thou 
greateſt workcr of wonders, moſt 
pious Icſu, to leaue vs an example 
of (ingular mildneſle , and to ac- 
complish that deareſt ſaying of 
the Prophete Ifaye : he shallbe led 
as a sheepeto Slaughter, and he shalt 
be dumne as 4 lambe beſore his shee- 
rer and not open his mouthe, He 
Was offerred becauſe he himſelfe 
would. | 
Now, my ſoule, hape a true com- 
paſſion in conſideration of the ſo- 
rowe ond. captiuitie - thy molt 
V 


LY 
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dearc Lord God , who voluntarily 
endured all theſe thinges for thy 
offences. Sigh and ſobb from the 
bottome of thy arte, and let re. 
pentant teares water thyne eyes, tg 
ſee the onely ſonne of God fo vn, 
worthcly treated for thy ſake.Ob. 
ſerue how thoſe moſt impudent 
dogges the impious Iewes being 
themſelues. Loe, they hold Iefus 
gaptiuc , and leade him bound to 
Annas,andCaiphas the high vreiſ; 
But he being taken reſiſte( not , 
being bound he murmursnot;bein 
ledd, he ſtrugles not; being hal 

and trayled , thers noe ill words 
heard fromhim. Buthewalkes on ag 
the myldeſt-of men, he's mute like 
2a lambe, followes like an inocent, 
and humbly ſuffers. Now | befeech 
thee my God ahat the crucltie of 
that dolcfull captiuitie , of thyne; 
may-be frequently repreſented to 
the inmoſt parts of my harte, eſpc- 
Gally inthe-morning, 2Q-EXC1te m& 
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to feruent prayer , to expelle all 
Nuggishnelke, and to make me per- 
ſeucr in thy prayſes with alacritie , 
and vigilance, that I may returne' 
at leaſt ſome labour and paines to. 
thy charitie who,in the nighttyme 
waſt borne , waſt betrayed, waſt 
taken, and bound for my ſake, By 
night therfor will I be myndfull 
of thy name, © Lord , refleting 
how much thoudidfſt ſuffer for me 
a moſt yile finner.. Grant that thy 
bonds way purchace me true liber- 
tie ; that they may reſtrayne my 
mynd fro fruitleſle widerings , and 
conſerue me in thy ſeruice vnder 
a ſuare-and conſtant diſcipline, Let 
it not be a hard. matter for me to 
breake myne owne will,and to re- 
linquish my ſelfe , to follow the 
commands of my ſuperiours by the 
pathes of obedience, nor Jo 
me to be fearefull to be ledd con«- 
trairie to Myne owne inclination, ({o. 
the thinge commanded-be agreea+- 
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blein thy dinine fight, Let me ne- 
ner be found rebellious, neuer li- 
rigious, neuer audacious, neuer cla. 
morous; but contrarily, pious, tra« 
&able, readie without trouble, that 
I may keepe thy commandemen- 
tes, and that I may deuoutly obſer- 
ue the rites and ceremonies ofthe 
holy Church.Let my necke be bo. 
ned to regular diſcipline, and let 
my hands be tyedto holy labours, 
Let gadding, and idleing too and 
fro alwayes appeare an abſurde 
thing to me. Let the lining vnder 
the rigour of diſcipline , and the 
ſubduing of myne owne pallions, 
waxe extreamely deſirable to my 
Hard and inconquered harte : and 
giuc me grace tocorfteſponae, in ſo- 
me ſinalc degree, tothy taking and 
obaynes, by the interiout confor- 
mitic of my ſoule, 


Thomas «a Kempis. Tog 
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THE VI. CHAP. 


How Ieſus was left in the hands 
of his enemyes,and of his Diſ- 
ciples flight. 


I Bleſſe and giue thee thankes, 6 
Lord Ieſu Chriſt, © thou good 
Paſtour, and myldeſt maſter, for, 
thyne intire abandonnement, and 
extreame deſolation , in that thy 
great neceſlitie , when thou waſt 
left alone by all thy Diſciples and: 
acquaintance, amidit rhy moſt bar- 
barous foes For thy brethren and 
all thy choyce friendes who had 

romiſed'to dye with thee and to 
Read their lines; for thy defence , 
when it came tothe pushe,betooke 
them ſelues to flight leauing thee 
alone, I prayſe and glorifie thee for 
that painefull compaſſion of thy. 
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hart, by which chou didſt condole' 
the fcandall and flight of thy Apo. 
ſtles, when hauing- abandonned 
thee their Paſtour , in the midſt of 
the wolues , they as sheepe of the 
flocke, were all diſperſed, runing 
home for shelter, 6 what ſadneſſe, 
what ſorowe and fighes did po. 
ſeſle the diſciples hartes , when 
they beheld their Lord and Mas 
ſter, whom formerly they had fol- 
lowed, forſaking all, wreſted from 
them by fo violent hands and ledd 
to ſlaughter. But thou , © Lord, 
who knoweſt all thinges, and per- 
mitteſt nothing to be doue wi- 
thout cauſe, sufferedſt ſo greatin- 
firmitie in thy choyce members, to 
draw a greater good from it, Fi- 
nally hereby they were brought ba- 
cke totheir owne frayletie , and 
taught to haue more pittie and 
compaſſion of their infirme bre- 
thren. And: they remayned euer 
after in a greater watchfullneſle 


Thomas 4 Kempis, ITy 
aud feruour of ſpirit , with- more- 
humilitie and deuotion. 
þ+ 2. O how profitable it is for me 
to looke into this paſſage with mo- 
re and more diligence, and then- 
ce to learne neuer to preſume 
any great matter of my ſelfe. For 
howeuer I now and then find ſome 
new feruour in prayer , yet I 
am altogeither ignorant how long 
it may continue or what danger 
may ſurpriſe me in tyme of tem- 
ptation. For if thoſe pillers of hea« 
uen, the Apoſtles of Chriſt wera 
Shaken in the houre of tribulation, 
what conceiptareweto make of a 
moſt vaine and frayle creature , if 
the leaft blaſt of temptation blow 
vpon- him >: Some alſo, 0 Lord, 
doo highly blame the holy Apo+ 
ſtles that they. fo-bafely abandon- 
ned thee ,and thatbeing oppreſſed 
by feare,they ſought toeſcape whi- 
le in the interim, they obſerue nop 


how calily. they themſclues dayly 
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{waruc from truth , through loue 
or hatred. And therfor I beſeech 
thee, 6 my deareſt Lord, neuer ty 
permitr me to come to ſo greaty 
madnefle of mynd, as to de 
from the holy purpoſe which I ha 
uc imbraced , but that I may fob 
low thee, whereſocuer thou goek, 
be it to lifc or death, Let ment 
flye from thee in tyme of tribula- 
tion , nor walke after my concupil- 
cences by giueing conſent to (inner, 
but contrarily couragiouſly to et 
pole my ſelfe ,to labours and ad: 
uerſities for the loue of vertue, and 
thee, leaſt I might looſe thee, my 
{ouucraigne Good , by myne owne 
flouth. Let not the foote of pride 
approche neere me in reſpect of 
any good worke I haue performed, 
nor [ct me ſpeake preſumpruoully 
with Peter in tans my ſelf 
before any one, or equalifing my 
ſelfe to them, but alwayes wal 
in thy feare; looking humbly vpol 
myne owne frayltie, 
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3. Grant that S, Petersfall,and 
the Apoſtles flight, may proue to 
me noe {candall , but caution aga- 
inſt ſinne : And let their ſpecdie re- 
turne to pennance , ferue me as a 
ſtronge hope of regayning Gods 
mercy after my ruine, For there 
is not indeede any fo holy , that 
may not-at ſome tyme fall into 
veniall defedts. It happens allo 
now and then, that T am left de- 
folate. by my friends and acqua- 
intance, and am lighted by thoſe 
I dearely loue , as though I were 
nothinge to them, butan incon- 
iderable perſon. Grant that in this 
coniuncture I may run to the me- 
morie of that greeuous abandon- 
nement, and deſolation , of thyne, 
for a ſoucraine remedie : and to be 
willing to be depriued of all hu- 
mane conſolation , that I may in 
ſome ſmale proportion, haue a share 
in thy tribulations. Graciously 
pardon me , my moſt mylde Ieſu, 
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that I haue ſo offended thee, that 
I haue fo cafily rnshed downe vpon 
vanities, and kaue not keept my 
hart firme tothe good reſolutions 
I haue made. Alas alas, how fre: 
quently doe I looke backe. And 
how often doc I ſpend tyme intri- 
fles of noe importance , and doe 
not alas, attend to thy bleſſed Paſ- 
ſton. Thou wenteſt before me 
through a ſtraite paſſage , and] 
paſle by with drye Cn though 
I were not concerned in thy ſoro- 
wes. Be myndfull, 6 Lord , of my 
ſtupide and ſenſeleſſe barte , and 


powre into it a moſt dearely amo- 


rous memoric of thy moſt bitur | 


pallion. 
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THE VII. CHAP. 


of the preſentation of I eſt HS before 
Annas, and of the boxe of 
the eare. 


k. I Bleſſe and giue thee thankes, 

0 Lord Icſu Chriſt thou guide 
of our {aluation , forthy firſt pre- 
ſentation before Annas the high 
Preiſt, where many interrogatories 
were put to thee, and thou waſt 
cruelly boxed on the eare for thy 
humble and true answer. I prayſe 


' and glorife thee, 6 glorious kin- 


ge Chriſt , for that dishonorable 
and contumelious boxing , which 
thou receiuzdſt from the hand of a 
baſe impudent ſeruant, when vpon 
thy humble anſwer, he gaue thee a 
bard blow vpon the face, ſaying : 
Doſt thou anſwer 4 Bichoppe ſe? 
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To whom againe,thou © moſt myl. 
de Ieft, didſt not for all that dif 
daigne to returne a ſweete anfwe 
with an vntroubled hart and coun. 
renance, ſaying : If I haue spoke 
ill , giue teſtimonie of the euill; 
but if I aid well , why doſt thay 
beate mc?O moſt vile and wickel 
ſcruant, who was ſo audacious asto 
hay guiltic hands vpon thy cres 
tours loucly face { O what an vn- 
ſpeakable vertue of my1dneſle did 
Shine in thee , 6 venerable leſu, 
who didſt not reucnge that iniu- 
rious blow with a ſouden|punist- 
ment , but didſt rather corre& the 
hart of him that beat the with {v 
ber and dcliberate reaſon. Behold 
now and obſerue, © thou faithfal 
ſeruant of Chriſt , and trye whe 
ther thou art able to ſuffer a bort 
on the care for the loue of Ieſus, 
Alas, if thou be not able to endw 
rca harsh word without being mo- 
wed to anger , how wouldfſt thou 
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*| endurea boxe on the eare ? Thou 


grecuecſt that thy Lord and maſter 
is yniuſtly hurt, but ir is more to be 
lamented,that thou findſt thy ſelfe 
too weake to ſuffer ſome ſmale 
injurie for the honour of Chriſt. 
Thou makeſt huge propolitions 
to thy ſelfe, thou meditateſt ſubli- 
me thinges, and yet vpon the ve- 
rie firſt contumelious word thou 
heareſt , thou art all in commo- 
tion, and findcſt thy ſelfe weaker 
then thou couldſt haue imagined, 
Haue recourlſc therfor to Iclus,and 
ſue moſt inſtantly to him for the 
vertue of patience. ; 

2. O good Iclu , thou power 
and fortitude of the troubled fou- 
le, teach me to heare reprchen. 


lions and obloquics with tranquil- 
litie of hart , and not to repulſe 


injuries and comp!aintes made 


againſt me with words of indigna- 
tion , but to paſle them ouer with 
a meeke ſilence, Or art leaſt, if 
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neceſsitie oblidge me to ſpeaks, 


make me replye to my aduerſary| 


with ſweets and peaccable lang, 
ge. Conuey a right and pioy 
{peach into my mouth, in the pre. 
ſence of all that oppoſe them. 
ues againſt me. And beſtowe vpan 
me, moſt mylde Icſu, an hun. 
ble and vndiſcompoſcd conſtancie 
of mynde, as an vnconquerabl: 
buckler, againſt the impious hand 
that may be lifted vp againſt me, 


THE VIII. CHAP. 


Of Peters threefold denyall , ani 
his bitter teavres , as ſoone as 


Teſus had looked Vpon 


him. 


1, T Blefſe and giue thee thankes, 
o Lord Iclu Chriſt thou for: 
knower of future things , wh 


Thomas a Kempis. 9 
didſt by way of caution forewar- 
thy moſt feruent and zcalous 
Eun Peter of his fall. I glorifie 
thee for that lamentable dis honour 
of thyne inthy ApoſtlcPerers thri- 
ce deneying of thee, wherby thou 
then ſufferedſt a huge dishonour 
while vpon the onely word of one 
of the weaker ſexe he deneyed that 
he knew thee , ſaying. 1 & op not 
the man, I prayle and cxalte thy 
name for cuer, for the myld aſpect 
which thou didſt mercifully plea- 
ſe to caſte ypon B. Peter , that af- 
ter thecocke had thrice crowed he 
acknowledged his owne guittineſle 
and moſt bitterlyd bewayled his 
molt grieuous cryme of deneying 
thee departing out of the compa- 
nic of the wicked , without delay, 
out of the great contrition of his 
hart. Who ll not downe into the 
 diche of deſperation without re- 
couerie, as did that moſt perfidious 


Judas, but thy incffable mercy re- 


mayning ſtill with him, he for 
with betooke himſelfe tothe w 
ſome remedie of pennance with 
ter lamentations, being confideg 
in the moſt abundant |Þcralitieg 
thy mercyes, and thy frequenth 
experienced pictic. And thence, ht 
foun# the gate of infinite merg 
layd wide open to him. 

2, O the vnparrelled pietj 
of a ſaujour! © the drayncleſle opa 
fountaine of the diuine mercy, and 
oucr flowing grace ! whence the 
ſinner is wont to drinke greatel 
hopes of pardon ; and the juſt 
recciue large giftes of dinine i 
uours, O wh@& will now tcachne 
to find out a fountaine of teares, 
that I may worthily bewayle-ny 
fnnes with S. Peter, that by the 
interuention of his merites I ma 
be fo happie as gaine pardon « 
my finnes, and recouer loſt grace, 
Peter fell, being oppreſſed by tht 
fcare of death., deneying truth 

| thrice 
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thrice ouer : but I'dayly offend the 
cternall truth by swaruing from 
the wayes of vertue , vpon cuecry 
light occaſion. Peter roſe preſen- 
tly after his fall : but I fall verie 
quickly , ryſe lowly, rarcly doe 1 
bewayle me, the cuſtodie of my 
ſelfe is but meane, I auoyd not dan- 
geras I ought, Perer bitterly be- 
moned the occaſion of his linne;and 
being taught by his fall , he fledd; 
he ſought out a ſecreete retirement 
toweepein; and he washed away 
by mounefull prayers whatſocuer 
he obſerued defiled in himſelfe by 
the rash wordshe ſpoke. O happic 
reares which ſo readily washes 
away the crymes we haue commir- 
ted , and which reconers the grace 
which we haue loſt, Be myndfyll 
of mc © Peter, and haue pitticand 
compaſſion on me > miſerable ſin- 
ner inuolued in ſundrie paſſions, 
that I may not fall downe vnder the 
loade ofmy {innes, nor be too much 
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ablorpt with ſadnelle vpon the af. 
flictions whichmay haue befallen 
me:for thou haſte more compaſſion 
of ſuch as fall then any other, as 
beſt knowing what ſingular mercy 
our lord vicd towards thee, 

3. Pleaſe therfor, © pious Paſtour, 
to ſuccour thy poore ſ{trxying shee- 
pe : drawe him out of the mire, 
being fallen , comfort him deing 
forrowfull, and confirme him being 
weake in hart, conſerue him outof 
the manyfold ſnares caſt before 
him, ad bring the ſoule of thy poore 
brother, for which Chriſt dyed, into 
the Kingdome of eternall felicitic 
tOgeither with thee , where thou 
art porter and Prince, Bur, 0 ny 
moſt myld Iclu,I beggeof thee with 
the inmoſt grones of my hart , that 
thou wouldfl daignetocaſt yponme | 
thoſe molt pjous eyes of thyne, with 
which thou didſt beholdPecter aftcr 
he had deneycd thee, and inſtantly 
infuſe into my harte the grace d 
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compunction , |'to wash away all 
that I haue cranſgrefſed againſt 
thee, willingly ornegligently, Gi- 
ue care, © Lord, to the gronings 
of my hart, heale the ſores ofa torne 
conſcience, reſtore the light ofnew 
grace, ad permit not that penitent 
foule to perish, for whoſe redem- 
ption thou didſt expoſe thy ſelfe to 
paines and injuries, and finally to 
the horride torment of the croſlc. 


A— 


THE IX. CHAP. 


How Teſus was ledd to Carphas 
the high preift, and how he 
was falſly accuſed. 


1* F Bleſſe and giuethee thankes, 

0d Lord Ieſu Chriſt , thou hi- 
gheſt of all prieſts , and-eternall 
Bishoppe, for hauing bene to con- 
temptibly ledd from the houlec of 
Angas to Caiphas the high preilt, 
F ij 
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where the ſcribes and Elders had. 


metr cogeither to forge malignant 


counſells againſt thee. Alas ! with, 


how vnhappie a toy are they tran(- 
ported, when they bchold thee ledd 
towards them in chaynes, whom 
they had longe before that carne+ 
fly deſired to haue taken bur could 
not, becauſe thyne houre was not 
yer come. But now this is their 
hourec, and the power of darkneſle 
granted them by Gods permillion, 
that they might accomplish their 
fog conceiued hatred, and putttheir 
inucterate malice openly in execur 
tion;to thygloric,to the ſaluatianof 
the fatthfull, and to the eternal 
- torments of miſcreants.I prayſc and 

lorific thee; © reuerent Icſu, for 
thy bashfull ftanding before the 
high Preiſt, and all the Elders of 
the people who beheld thy louelic 
face with a proud frowardneſlc; 
where thou waſt deeply charged by 
moſt falſe witneſſes, putt to many 
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interrogatoiries by the high Prieſt, 
and ſtritly adiured to anfwer the 
truch;calumniouſly accuſed of blaſ- 
phemie, andat laſt waſt condem- 
ncd to dye by all of them with 
lowde . outcryes. I prayſe aud ho- 
nour the moſt noble Iclu, for all che 
injuries and lyes which were pure 
vpon thee, for thyne humble reue- 
rence, and longe filence , amidſt 
the wicked ſpeeches of thy accuſers 
at all which thou didſt not shew the 
teaſt rgne ofany complaint or mur- 
muring, but contrarily an example 
of fingular myldnefle.. Now then, 
6 thou dcuoute louer of Criſt, re- 
fle& with a ſerious conſideration 
what a ſtrange excellencie of hum- 
ble ſufferance shynes out in Ieſus, 
2, Harke what vnworthy repro- 
ches he is conſtrayned to heare 
whom the heauenly troupes doe 
prayſe. For the brande of blaſphe- 
mic is throwne vpon him for the 
true-an{wer he gaue.. But in verie 
F i) 
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deede , all thoſe that ſpeake ſich 
thinges of Chriſt, become themſel- 
ues =; £0: and incurre a 
too too horrible cryme. But they 
rot belecuing Chriſt tobe the ſon- 
neof God, giuefull ſcope to their 
inraged myndsto. exerciſe all their 
wicked inuentions vpon him. But 
he the while, endures and Keepes 
filence, and doth more abſolutly 
ſubducandrtryumphe,whilc hepere 
mitts himſelfe to be troden downe 
vnder the feetc of thewicked, And 
therfor ceaſe thou, © faithfull ſoule 
to coplaine of the reproches which 
are calt yponthee,and doe not wish 
mutuall reuenge vpon thy aduerfz- 
rie.. Suſtayne,and depreſle thy (elf 
vnder the burden of temporall tri- 
bulations, nor doe thou euer ayme 
at proſperitie and eſteeme, W here 
Chriſt made choyce of contempt, 
Blush 6 thou proud man at thy ho- 
nours , thy high places R thy pom- 
pes, and gorgious attire , Where 
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Chriſt ſuffers cxtreame pouerrtie. 
It is a thing of ſcandal in theeto 
be affeting humane fauours, and 
terreane delightes , while Chriſt 
doth abſolutly preferre their con- 
traries before them. O' moſt Re- 
uerend exceedingly faire,and myld 
Icſu, beſtow vpon me, a molt yn - 
happic ſinner , thy propitiatorie 
grace which my hart fomuch f1- 
ghes after , and teach me by thy 
linely examples not to fcare the 
contumelics and terrours of wicked 
perſons, nor to be troubled. at the 
falſe accuſations made againſt me, 
But wher I find I haue done any 
thinge a mille , let me willingly 
crauc pardon : to ſubiect to thee, 
and my ſuperious with all hartie 
humilitic , that I may merite to 
receiue thy pious. mercyes more 
abundantly ; and more and more 
deuoutly to render thee thankes 
for fauoursalreadic recciued, 
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' THE X. CHAP, 


How Ieſus was mocked , ſpe 
Vpop , Yevled , beaten and bo- 
xed on the eave. 


1. T Blefle and gine thee than- 

kes, 6 Lord Ieſu Chr. thou 
honour and gloric of all the Sain- 
res , for that thy moſt greeuous 
contempt , and moſt irrcuerent 
kreatic, when, after the ſentence 
of death was prononnced againlt 
thee, thou waſt yet molt indecently 
and cruelly mocked by moſt vile 
faues degorging contumelious 
words againſt thee , and adding 
withall to thoſe, many and hard 
blowes vpon thy face , and ypon 


thy heade. Alas alas that mot 
' beautifull faceofthyne , which the 
Angells delire to behold is filthily 
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deformed with the Iewes odious 
ſpictings, and cuen bcaten blacke 
with their hard blowes, Nor can 
we doubt but bloud fromthe noſe 
mixed with tcares from the cycs' 
were the preſent effects of ſuch 
cruell treatie. Thy faire white 
necke was rudcly torne with their 
fiſtes and ſtripes. Thy cleare ſligh- 
red eyes , which remayne conti= 
nually open vpon the juſt , were 
muffled in Jeriies, as though thou 
hadſt bene a mecre foole. That 
venerable heade of thyne , farre to 
be preferred before all creatures is 
vehemently ſmytren by the polly- 
ted hands of ſinners, and an inſult 
is made vpon thee with a {corne- 
full outcrye ſaying : Prophecie to 
vs, © Chriſt, who was it that {mo+- 
re thee? Who, © Lord, is able to 
heare the multitude of the injuries 
done to thee without exceeding 
greife and dolour of mynde?Forthe 
grearnefle ofthy ſufferances exceeds 
F y 
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the meaſure of mans ſufferance] 
and the heynouſneſle of fo hugely 
reat reproches doth vehemently 
rike the hartes ofthe pious with 
compunCction. Thoa becamedſt x 
ſtranger to thy friends, waſt aban- 
doned by thy. acquaintance , and 
waſt made a ſubiett of laughter and 
ſcorne, to thoſe that hate thee gra- 

tis, and becken with their eyes, 

2. Ah my Lord God, thou joy 
of the Court of heaucn, how c0- 
mes it to pafſe that thou doſt ſuffer 
thy ſelfe tobe mocked, ſpitt vpon, 
and beaten by the wicked, as 
though thou wert the moſt foolish 
among men ? Ah the inraged lev 
ſpends all thatnight longe in (cof- 
fon and beating thee, and ſtriuing 
to.glutt themſclues with thy tor- 
ments they rendercd thy face ſcar- 
cely to be knowen by any, Yetan 


vnwearied mildneſle remayned 


ſtill-in thee, togeither with an in- 
comparable ſcrenitic of mynde, 
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which thy impious tormenters Ead 
noe eyes to ſte, Howbeit thou be- 
camedſt therby much more beaus 
tifull and deareto thy elect, accor- 
ding to the internall aſpe& of the 
mynd ; becauſe they looke vpont 
thee, 6 great Ggd, as ſuffering all 
thoſe thinges molt innocently for 
loue, I befeech thee therfor moſt 
patient Teſu that by. diligently 
eying the great exceſle of this grea- 
teſt contempt of thee, thou wouldiſt 
reach me attentiuelyto looke vpon 
myne owne vileneſle, and thence 
to be willing tobe deſpiſed and re» 
proued by all men, as for my finnes 
F iuſtly deſerue: Take pittie on my 
imperfection, and animate my hart 
to tolerate the harshe words of 
men, or the shame that is faſtened 
vpon my face for my offences: ſince 
thou didſt moſt myldly endure 
many lyes and indignities for me a 
wretched {inner 3 becauſe thou. 
walt ſoucraignly humble, Nay mo! 
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xc, thou did(t ſuffer thy ſelfe to be 


bound and buffeted without any 


complainte atall. 

3. O what adiſlmilitude is there 
berwixt thee and me 2 At what 
2 diſtance doe I liuc from true hy. 
milicie, I whofall intoa diſlike of 
a man , for a {male iniuric, or cuen 
for an vnconſiderate word ? And 
in lieu of returning thankes fora 
profitable reprehenſion that's gi- 
uen me, I impatiently contriſtate 
my ſelfe without fruite and aduans 
tage. I beſecch thee, my Lord, to 
parden theſe tranſgreſſions of my- 
ne as alfo that I haue often offen- 
ded thee by my light behauiour, 
and that I haue not conſerued my 
hart in puritie of conſcience ; nor 
have ſubieted my ſelfe with due 
reucrence to thee, and cuery rea- 
ſonable creature , as it is fitting. 
Giue me a wholſome ſorrow with 
a fountaine of teares. Make me 


loue diſciplining in memoricofthy 


Thomas & Kempts. 133 
blowes, Grant me a victorious pa- 
tience when rude accuſations are 
brought againſt me ; and truly to 
eſteeme my ſelfe moſt worthy of 
contempt. Let the hard and pai- 
nefull blowes which thou didft re- 
cciue ypon thy heade, mitigate the 
{marte of all my corporall rorments 
And grant that the ſcornefull yey- 
ling of thy cyes, may reſtrayne the 
curiolitic of myne. Let that loath- 
ſome ſpitting in thy moſt beauti- 
full face, reprelle all carnall affe- 
tion in me, and not ſo much to 
looke vpon that which outwardly 
appeares , but rather to venerate 
the vertues of the ſaule which lye 
hidd. Let the mockerie vſcd 
againſt thee, repulſc from me all 
lightnefſe of manners and vaine 
mirth, Finally let that extreame 
vilifying of thy Maieſtical dignitic, 
extinguish all inordinate dehire of 
honour in-me , and alwayes incli- 
ne my hart to what is lowe and 
abicct, 
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THE XI. CHAP. 


How Ieſus was preſented bound 
to Pilate the Preſudent. 


I, J Bleſſe and giuc thankes to 

thee, © Lord Icſu Chr. thoy 
moſt juſt Indge of the liuing and 
the deade,forthat thy preſentation 
before the Preſident Pilate , which 
was full of confuſion. For veriety- 
mely in the morning , all the Prin- 
ces of the People being gathered 
togeither in Chuncell to deliuer 
thee vp to death, they preſented 


thee, by their officers, with thy | 


hands bound , to the Preſident, 
who was an vncircumciſed Gentile 
ſayning thy innocencie with hea- 
nie accuſations, being ſo audacious 
as to tearme thee a malefattour, 
and a ſ{ubuerour of thy owne nar 
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nation , whom the holy Propheres 
ofold foretold to be the Sauiour of 
the world ſetting out thy name with. 
great prayſe, O horride impietie 
of the Iewes, to impeache the in- 
nocent with falſe witneſles, to at- 
tempt to Kill the Authour of life; 
to 2 , that Chriſt their Kinge 
might be crucified, and that a ho- 
ly .and iuſt man $should be con- 
demned todyec a moſt ignominious 
death, Let all thoſe that perſe- 
cute thee be confounded and ſtruck 
with dreade, ſince they delerue a 
greater punishment.. I prayſe and 
glorifie thee, © leſu worthy of all 
veneration, for the great probitie 
of thy manners, and thy reuerent 
ſtanding before the Tribunall of 
Pilate the Iudge ; where thou 
ſtoodeſt bound inropes, like a moſt 
myld lambe amidſt thy acculſers ; 
with thy head bowed downe,, thy 
eyes fixed vpon the ground, with 
@ pleaſant countenance, few-words, 
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and a low voyce , prepared and 
prompt to endure reproches an| 
ſtripes. 

2. Sec now and conlider © reli. 
gious Diſciple of Chriſt, howthy 
Lord and thy Sauiour, the King 
and Iudge of all men ſuffers hin- 
ſclfe to be ledd to judgement; 
humbly and of his owne accord; 
ſubmitting himſelfe to the powe 
of ſecular perſons : wherin he frz- 
mes and propoſcs ynto thee a molt 
wholſome example of ſubieCtion; 
that from thence 5 thou that ar 
truly guiltie of many great ct- 
mes , mayit learne to accuſe thy 
ſelfe in the Chapter, and to hau 
patience when thou art procla- 
med by others. Humbly ſubmit 
thy ſfelfe to thy Prelates iudge- 
ment, not darcing refiſte the ay- 


thoritie which God hath eſtablis- 


hed, if you deſire to eſcapethe pai- | 
nes of Hell, but beare patiently to | 
be iudged yniuſtly for the loue of | 
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Tefa , though the ſentence pro- 
nounced againſt thee be hard, Suf- 
fer not the wonderfull patience of 
thy God, while ſo many falſe cry- 
mes were obieCted againſt him, de- 
part ſlightly out of thy hart. Fall 
downe then at the fettered feere of 
Ieſus, begging pardon and grace, 
that he would forgiue theeall thy 
negligences; and that it would plea- 
ſe him rather to corrc& thy defects 
In this tyme of mercy , then by re- 
ſeruing them for the tyme to co- 
me, to damne thee eternally with 
the reprobate. Haue mercy good 
Ieſu, haue mercy on me a linner, 
becauſe my foule places her confi- 
dence in thee. Iaſpire me with a 

ood ſpicit,that may inflame my 
gs to a more feruent progreſle. 
That my whole, and moſt hartie 
ſtadie may be, tohumb'e, abaille, 
and ſubic& my ſelfe ro my Supc- 
riours, and to vndergoe all that is 
commanded me. Grant me grace 
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notto feare the iudgements of men, 
nor to receiue accuſations with in, 
aignation , but to wish to beexer. 
ciſed , reprehended and brought 
ro diſcipline ;thac the feare ofpri- 
de may be intierly Kept vnder, and 
myne owne will may be reducedt 
nothing. So that thy loue, by th: 
contempr of my ſelfe , may euery 
moment grow more ad more tron; 
ge, and be carried abouec to thee, 


_ —_—. 


THE XII CHAP. 


_— 


How Ieſus was mocked by He 
rode aid. his armie - 


x, Bleſſe and'giue thee than- 

kes, 0 Lord Iefu Chr, thon 
eternall wiſdome ofthe father, (u- | 
preme Truth , and the infinite | 
power of God , for that ignomi- | 
nious contempt , and bitter (cot 


: 
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fing which thou didſt ſuffer before 
%] Herode and hisarmic. For Hero- 
"| de had had a delire to ſee thee a 
| long tyme before, and our of cu- 
riolitic he hoped to haue ſeenc lo - 
me miracle but returning noe an(\- 
wer to his interrogatorics , nor 
Shewing noe miracle, which thcn 
was out of ſeaſon(as being then the 
houre of ſuffcring, not of working 
wonders) he turned wrothfully 
from thy reuerence, and reputing 
thce a foole., he proudly deſpiſed 
thee, and cauling a white garment 
be putt vpon thee he ks thee 
and ſcnt thee backe to Pilate. I 
prayſc and honour thee © glorious 
leſu for thy great wearineſſe, and 
importunitics which thou didſten- 
durc , While thou waſt haled toand 
frothrough the ſtreetes. of Hieru- 
falem, from place to. place, from 
one Iudge ro another , with horri- 
declamours importing thy death, 
being at eucry place the while gre- 
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euouſly accuſed , at cuery placeds 
famed, andafter many interroga. 
tions, and longe examinations,cop 
demned to dye vpon the Croſle, 0 
what a ſingular paticnce did $hine 
in thee, inall theſe paſſages, which 
ſuncke not vnder the load of 
ſcornefull an inſult. The memorie 
of this thy publicke confuſion and 
ſcorne, doth ſtrike the hard han 
with great compunction. Ir appes- 
ſeth the angrie man ; and prouoket 
the deuourt foule to. mournchul 
plaintes, P 4 
2. Behold, thou the higheſt Gul 
art humbled as the loweſt. Thay 
the moſt powerfull art reproucd, 
as the moſt poore and miſerable 
creature. T hou the moſt wile ; art 
deridcd as the moſt foolish. Thou 
the moſt innocent art' condemned 
as the moſt criminell. Woe be tome 
a molt vile finncr, preſſed downe 
with the heauic loade of iniquitl, 


| 
| 
| 


who by the mcrite of myne ations [- 


| 
| 
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2m worthy to be condemned to 
eternall torments, for whoſe ſake, 
thou, © pious, holy, and iuſt God, 
didſtnor diſdayne to be derided and 
contemned , that thou mighreſt de- 
liner me , a miſerable ſinner , from 
eternall death. I beſeech thee ther- 
for moſt powerfull Ieſu , who waſt 
neither moucd to indignation, by 
craclties, nor daunted or troubled 
by humiliationsand abjections, that 
thou wouldſt cutt off from me , all 
that hath any thinge of vanitie or 
curiolitic in my attire, and that I 
may learne to content my ſelfe with 
a habic which is vile and of noe 
eſteeme. For it is a thing full of de- 
formitie that carth id ashes, should 
ayme at ornament or delicacie in 
its attire, wheras thou the Kingeof 
heauen.waſt derided in a white gar- 
ment. Place oIeſu the reprochand 
ſcorne which thou didſt endure be- 
fore the eyes of my mynd,and teach 
me to follow thee by the waycs of 
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contempt , and cuen to rejoya 
when I am contemned,; neuer tote. 
poſe confidence in the ſonns ofma 
norinthe Princes of the earth, nd 
yetin the power of great friend 
but ro deſpiſe all earthly things 
and their louers from my yerz 
hart. And to follow thee my Lori 
Icſu, thou Authour of my falw- 
tion, with an inuiolable' conſtancy 
andto Keepethe great contumelin 
which thou haſt ſuffered for me; 
miſcrableſinner, in continuallms 
morie, 


— —__— 


THE XIII CHAP. 


Of the wicked cyye of the Tenn 
crucifie him , crucifie him, 


1. } Blefle and giue thee thanks, 

0 Lord Ieſu Chriſt thoucter 
nall ioy of the ſaintes, for the great 
andinſolent tumulr of the foming 
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leves againſt thee, who cryed out 
like madd men eA way With him, 
array with him , crucifie him, cru- 
cifie him, Alas how great 1s this 
cruelticofthe vnhappic Iewc _=__— 

inhumaneis this barbarouſheſlT of 
the high Preiſts and the Phariſees, 
wlom noe feare deterres from 
putting thee to death , noe reaſon 
aſlwages, from thirſting after thy 
innocent bloud. The gentile Indge 
was inclined, at leaſt, to ſome de- 
gree of pictie. But the Iewes bartes 
are hardened to a more bitter mali- 
ce Pilate cndeuours to excuſe thee, 
he ſeekes ſome meanes to diſmille 
thee, healleadgesthar he finds noe 
cauſe of death in thee. But the Ie- 
wes forgetfull of all thy benefits, 
vſ{c oppoſite endcuours, crying out: 
if you d:ſmiſſe this 'man, you are noe 


friend of Ceſars: for every one that 


makes himſclfe Kinge, contradicts 
Czfar. Ah how falſely doe they 
produce thele charges againſt thy 
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humilitie, whoneither in word 
worke didſt eucr ſecke after tem- 
porall honours nay contrarily 
when the people, whom thou hadg 
{a ciliþed with a few loaucs & wer: 
reſolued, ypon that wonderfull mi. 
racle ro make thee Kinge , thoy 
didſt retire thy (elfe preſently into 
the ſecreete place in the mountaine 
and all alone lay hidd at prayer, 
Nor is this yet miſcheife enough 
for them, they add worſe thinges 
to the former, to incite the hart 
of the Indge to execute that Deidi- 
de : we hane 4 laty , fay they, al 
according to thelaty , he ought rodye, 
becauſe # made himſelfe the ſannt 
of God, Here vpon the Iudge ister- 
rified : he askes whence art thou 
andinquires what is truth 2 Burhe 
receiued noe anſwer , becaule the 
Iewesproſecure the ſentEce of\cath 
with too much importunitie, In 
rhe end the vninſt Indge gaue way 
to their moſt vniuſtdemand, being 
opprelled 
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eppreſſed by their too too wicke 
importunitics, and ouerſwayed by 
the favour of Princes. 

2, O how vnworthy and ſcan- 
dalous a thinge it was , to heare 
that word of malcdition , Cruci- 
fie him , Cracifie him , diuulged of 
bleſſed Iefus through all the ſtre- 
tes of Hicrufalem, Which of his 
loners is it , that would not haue 
lamented and wept if happly he 
bad heard thoſe — cla- 
mours of crucifie crucifte redon- 
bled againſt his moſt dearely be- 
loued Sauiour Iclus. O what a 
mournefull yoyce , what heauje 
newes did then fill the eares of the 
moſt pious Virgine mother , while 
the cruell ſencence of the people, 
and the tumultuous demanding of 
the crofle founded alowde fromthe 
mouths of all 2 Decply ſigh , & 
thou deuoute ſemant of Iefu , and 
draw a deepe ſobb of contrition 
from the yeric bottone of thy 

G 
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hart. Learne wich what dolourthe 
hart of che mother was ſtruken, to 
ſee ſuch inſtance made to hauc her 
blefſed child dyc vpon the crolle, 
that chi{d, I ſay , who incellantly 
heares the Angells of heauen fin- 
ging Holy , Holy, Holy, now be 
made to heare the accurſed ton- 
gues of the iewes crying out againlt 
him : away with him, away with 
kim , crucifie him , whom the 
children a litle. before on palme 
ſonday, prayſcd with ioyfull ac- 
clamations and ſonges : now the 
face of thinges, being changed the 
-parentes of the ſame children, crye 
out by a ſtrange madneſle to have 
' him crucified, and ſay : Not this 
"mar , but Barabbas, Ponder this 
houre , feriouſly' 6 thou louer of 
Chriſts paſſion, and shutr thy ca- 
res cloſe againlit the baſe rumours 
af the world , and lay them open 
to heare the miſerable outcrye of 


eruciffing” Icſus, * For let me tell 


. 
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thee © faithfull foule , that thou 
mayſt more wholſomely and ſecu- 
rely attend to this , then be ſoa- 
ring a loft into the knowledge of 
the ſtarrs of heaucn, If thou tru- 
ly loucſt, Ieſus , chou wilt not he 
able to getr ouer this place with- 
out adeepe and heauie grone. 

3. When the world then turnes 
youraduerſarie,, and caſts huge in» 
dignitics vpon you , let not fini- 
ſer words make you looſe courage, 
nor yet the threats of your ad- 
uerſarics, But be myndfull of moſt 
patient leſus, and of the reproch- 
full words which he ſuffered for 
your ſake , and with a dcafe care 
permitt ſuck friaolous' rumours to 
paſſe by, And when your good 
workes, are traduced into £uill, 
and many chance to oppoſe:them- 
ſclucs againſt your depolicion ,» re= 
fuſing to.giue credit ther vato, ſuf- 
fer-all that with, mildneſle , be- 
Cauſc you arc. not More; innoceas 
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then leſu, againſt whom they ins 
ſuled crying : crucifte him, cru+ 
cifie him. Know ctherfor before 
hand , that you $shall meete with 
many contradidtours in the way of 
God, nor will -you appearc to. be 
zpproued in his {ighr, ill you be 
exerciſed in many ſuch paflages, 
For he himſclfe faid to his beloued 
friends; bleſſed are you when meh 
-hate you, and vpbraide you for tht 
ſonne of man. Follow inocent It 
fas then, who yet, the while, 
reproned by wicked men , bur'is 
choyſen by God the Father, ant 
crowned 'in heauen with honour; 
and glorie. Let not- tran{ttorle 
maledi&ions ouercome your cow- 
rage, for whom God hath prepz- 
red an crernall waight' of gfori, 
I fuerothy mfinite charitie- © 
Lord Ieſu Chriſt my deareſt friend, 
that thou wouldſt blefle my hart 
with the grace of true compaſſion) 
and inflame it with fo much: fire 
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of thy loue , that I may joytully 
and with a quiete mynde tolerate 
what cuer badd words are ſpoken 
to me , or crymes are obiccted 
againſt me, Let'me not ar all 
dreade humane teronrs and vexa- 
tions ; but greedily delire from my 
yerie hart ro follow thy foote- 
ſepps all through the ignominie 
of the Croſle,' Girt my loynes 
againſt the allurements of the 
flesh, and grantthatT may cruci+. 

impure motions with due chal- 
tifement: asalſo to purge the ſin. 
nes alreadic contracted with wee. 
ping tcares, and to ycild noc deli- 
berate conſent to any vitious ſug- 
geſtion. In fine, ayde me in all 
my ſpirituall contraſtes and preſ- 


ſures of mynd , and defende + 


from the fraude of the Diuell* 
the fauing ligne of the holy Crolffe, 
Which though it were prepa« 
red to thee for thy contumelie, 


yet let it. prouce a wholſome reme- 
G iij 
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"dic to me ,, that I may deuoutly 
bring backe to thee a grateful vi- 
Qime of prayſe by the vittotie of 
the holy Crofle, Amen. 


—_—_— 
A—_ 


— J_—. 
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THE XIV. CHAP. 


Ho Tefus we ftript nakel 
and whip. 


.. | Blcfle and giuc thee than- 
\ i Lkes , © Lord Icfua Chrift 
thou moſt myld protectour of all 
that hope in thee , for thy being 
in. famouſly ſtript naked in the 
preſence of thoſe that mocked and 
fcorned thee, when vpon the Pro 
Fidents crucll commande, the Pre 


+: ſoldiers pulled off thy gar. 


ats» and rurncd thee ſtarke ne 
Ka; bound thee in roppes , beate 
and ſcourged thee withmoſt shar 

rodds as a moſt malicious ſedus 


ccr, and a moſt high tranſgreſſour 


% 


_ 
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of the lawe. And this was done, 
to opens the implacable myndes 
of the preiſts , who ſought to 
ſwallow vp thy life , and with 
forrow to. bringe thee to Hell, I 
prayſc and honour thee in a moſt 
ſuppliant and peculiar manner , 
for thy bcing fard tyed to the 
hardeſt piller ; to free vs from the 
fetters of our ſinnes , and to re- 
ſtore vs to. euerlaſting libertic in 
heauen. F prayſe and glotific thee 
with cndlefle thankes- gluing , for 
thy being outragiouſly whipped 3 
for all. and cuery 'the hard and 
paynfull ſtripes, and sharpeſt goos 
ng into thy moſt facrei and 
tender body.: while thoſe blondie 
executioners. ſo vamercifully lay 
load. vpon thy virginall flesb, and 
fo:deeply rend and gaule it ,.that 
adding wound to wound , and in- 
flicting fore vpon ſore , there re- 
mayned noe part vfwounded in 
thee, but innumerable fountains 
G iiij 
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of thy pretious blond, like ſo ma- 
ny bloudic ryuers did abundantly 
ftreame downe from eucry wound 
of rhyne cauſed by their fierce 
blowes, to the end thou mightcſ 
washe vs from the old and inuete- 
rate eorruptionsof our finnes. And 
clenſe our ſoules in thy pretiouz 
bloud from all ſtayne therof. 

2. Alas , alas, © Lord , how 
great is this furious rage of the 
moſt barbarous jewes. How ſto- 
nie-hard are the hartes of thoſe 
executioners , who fearc not cauſe 
leflely ro whippe thee , the fairck 
among men, Nay they ſtood vp 
againitrhee like ſo many Gyantes, 
not ſparcing thee in any thinge ® 
all. O holy andelc& child , thou 
who art myne owne deare Maſtery 
ſonne ; what hadſt thou treſpaſted 
which might ſceme to beare any 
proportion to this barbarous ptt- 
nisghment 2>WAlas cuen nothing at 
all! 1,1I, a loſt creature, am the 


| 
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Fholc canſe of thy being ſo dolo- 
xoully torne, and putto ſuch huge 
confuſion. O. haynoulſnefle of my 
flinnes , woe bc to thee, lince to 
clenſe them it was necc{laric for 
the ſonne of God to vndergoe fo 
cruell trormentes. Be thou ther- 
for , ( 6 deuoute ſfoule redermed 
by the deare bloud of Chriſt } al- 
yayes myndfull of thy. Sauiourg 
whipping and returne him the ob- 
ſequiouſneſle of a diligent gratitu- 
de, out of an affectionate copaſiton 
of hart. And © thou religious ſer- 
vant of God , wholcadesthe ftrit 
life of a monke , caſte the eye of 
thy conſideration frequently this 
way. For if any thinge of diffcult, 
any thinge which is contrarie to 
flesh and bloud occurre, it's made 
a light and caſfie burden by the 
conlideration of Iclus ſcourged. 
When therfor you are to be cor- 
rected for your faults , as alſo 
when you are to recciue a diſci- 

G y 
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plinefor yourdefefts, call preſens 
tly ro mynd, that moſt inocentTe- 
ſus was turned naked, and cruel- 
1y whipped for your ſake ;and 
pare your ſelfe willingly and: of 
' your owne accordetotakea dilci- 
' pline in memorie of our Saujours 
\whiping , and for the expiation,of 
all your offences. Kneele humbly 
downe vpon your knees , lay by 
our ſcapular , putt off your ha- 
kit, bowe downe your head, and 
fubic& your whole bodie to a re- 
ilar diſcipline , find” while the 
ripes are inflitcd: ypon you for 
'your correQtion , ruminate de- 
noutly in your hart : Beranſe ] aw 
prepared for firipes , and my ſorove 
9: flill in my fight: Waghe me, 6 
Lord, moreand morefrom myhe 
_ and clenſe me from my 
nne, I hauc onely linned againſt 
thee, and have done euill in chy 
&ghr;, andrherfor 1 iuſtly deſerue | 
wxecciuc a diſcipline': for better 
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is.it for the preſent willingly to: 
ſ{ubietour (clues to temporall pai- 
nes , then afterwards to be iudged 
to- cternall torments, For ſuch as. 
refuſe now to be, whipped w:th Ie- 
ſus, shall in tyme to come be ex- 
cluded. from the Kingdome of 
Chriſt in qualitic of vnworthy 
- children, 

.. 3, O morethen moſt ſweete Ie- 
ſu , who waſlt more vnmercifully 
whipped for me a moſt vilc finner, 
erant that I may- behold, all rhe 
wounds of thy corne body with an 
afflicted harte ,. and inwardly;to 
Kiſle then, with the moſt ardent 
loue and deuotion of ny ſoule , 
whence I perceiuc the odour of life,,.. 
and the hope of cternall ſatuation- 
doc flow to me..Inflame me with 
the fire of that immenſe loue, of 
thyne ,, wherwith thou waſtcon- 
.ninced to. loue me , when thow- 
. didſt moſt patiently. daigne, to'gn- 
Hare fo many. croey] Wipes og ju 
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thy ſlaue , adiudged to eternall 
death. Contribute the aſliſtance 
of thy grace to myne infirmirie , 
when the heauie loade of tribula- 
tion may chance to ſurpriſe me, 
leaſt being oppreſſed with the vio- 
lencic therof I may be caſt downe, 
orat leaſt , be inordinatly diſcom- 
poſed therby. Bur being alwayes 
myndfull of thy vniuſt whipping, 
I may be found moſt my[de in all 
aggrceuances. Grant that I may 
Share in thy ſufferances : and by 
the chaſtiſements of a ſonne , ex- 
cite metoamendement : to thend 
that I being humbly chaſtiſed , I 
may bc more agreable to thee for 
the tyme preſent , and more glo- 
ioully cxult with thee; in tymeto 
come ;. where all the Saintes re- 
joyce in the eternal! viftorie of 
their patience, all feare being ba- 
nished for cuer. 
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THE XV. CHAP. 


How Ieſus was ſiript , derided 
crowned and ſmott Vpon 


the heade .. 


t, | Blefſe and giue thee than- 

kes, 6 Lord Ieſu Chriſt thou 
glorious and reſplendant crowne 
of glorie, for thy many vnheard. 
of ſcornes and vexations , by 
which thou beganſt a new againe 
to be exerciſed by thy impioustor - 
m.enters, whale baſe ſoldiers ledd 
thee out into the iudges Court or 
Pallace; where in the midſt of the 
whole regiment thou waſt disho- 
"neſtly ſtript naked. , and a read 
coate putt vpon. thee in deriſion , 
that thou mighteſt coner vs with 
the habite of ſanCitic and adorne 
vs with the beautic of good miners 
who. are deuoyde of all vertue, 1 
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prayſe and glorifie thee witha pe» 

cuitar deuotion. of a compallionat | 4 
harte , for.the huge paine: which 
thou didſt moſt paricncly ſuffer in 
thy ſacrcd 'heade , by: the crowne 
of chornc , for vs baſe wormes of 
thecarth. For. then was chat moſt 
holy head of thyne ( {anCtifyed 
farrc aboue all che Nazarit-s ) te 
compalled wi.h-ſuch a woode of 
thornes-, and ſo-cruelly-pearced 
euen to thy molt tender braynes, 
that large ſtreames of prerious 
bloud fo gushed our all over thy 
nexke and cares, ouerthyne eyes 
and cheekes that they rendered thy 
louely face , which was ſcarce as 
yet dryc from the icwes ſpittings, 
wholy goaricand deformed, O tao 
two Jamentable a ſpectacle ! To 
behold the ſonne of God lo ignou- 
miniouſly and cruelly crowned, in 
whom noe linne was to be found. 
© molt cruell rage of the ſoldiers, 
Who wore ngt itrucken. with, hox- 


- | rour,, tof wound fo holy, fo beau- 
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tifull , fo noble and venerable a 
head , with ſo many $sharpe thor- 
nes. Nay they durſt euen fcorne- 
fully falute him , the Kinge of An» 
gells , (mire him and braucin 

mew him to allthc people. O —_ 
milde leſt, fouveraignely amiable 
kinge » thou crowne of' Confe(- 
fours , ſtrengrh of- Champions, 
beatitude of thole that raigne , and 
model of all thy followcrs, hw 
vilely and- feornefally art thou 
treated for my ſake how barba- 
roully art thou-tortured? with how 
many confuſions art thou loaden 
extcriourly , and with what muſs 
titudes of ineffable-paines art thou 
wholy polleſſed interiourly , that 
thou mighteſt- deliuer ©. me- from 
eternal confuſion and-the - tor« 
mentes of Hell> That thou migh» 
teſt roote the thornes of vice out 
of my harte , and*crowne-me with 
zcrowne of-neucr fadeing glorie 
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and honour in heauen. 

2. I praiſe and honourthee, for 
that ſcornefull alutation, and falle 
adoration which was exhibireg 
to thee , when thoſe Miniſters 
of crueltic , kneeling downe be- 
fore thee, greeted thee with bit- 
ter blowes , diſdaynefully adored 
thee., and ironically ſtyling thee 
Kinge, they crycd out with fowl 
monthes, ſaying : Hayle kinge of 
the sewes. Ah mortall man , thou 
flaue to finne, behold to what tor- 
mentes, and contempts the onely 
begotten ſonne of the eternall fa 
ther is expoſed for thy loue, Lay 
open the eares of thy hart , and 
diflolue thy hardnefle into pious 
lighes and teares ypon Pilate (or 
mons, ſaying. Behold the man. if 
there be then any bowells of pie» 
tie Icft in thee , contribute ſobbs 
and teares to.the Authour of the 
vniuerſall, I prayſe and blcſle 
thee, 6 Iclu , moſt worthy of all 
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honour , for that moſt contempti= 
bly gecring homage done to thee , 
while awcake reed was thruſt into 
thy band , in lieu of a royall ſcep- 
ter, to adde tO thy greatcr confu- 
fon, as though, thou hadſt bene 
arashe vſurper of dignitie. I pray- 
ſeand extolle thee, for the heauie 
blowes shtewred downe vpon thy 
wounded heade , when thoſe vi- 
lains deuoyde of all pittic , thoſe 
moſt cruel! rormentours , forced 
the thornes into thy (cull by violet 
blowes of the reede , and with their 
venimous tongues threw the ſtin- 
King ſpittle of their foule mou- 
thes againe and againe vpon thee. 
Goe out now, © you daughters of 
Hieruſalem , and behold Kinge 
Salomon with his crowne with 
which his mothcr the Synagogue 
of the iewes, crowned him the day 
of his Paſſion, Behold how great 
he is who.gocs out, with how great 
affliction and contumilic he is 
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publickly produced vpon Pilates 


commande , that he might appeare 
2 ſpetacle of miſerie to the eyes of 
all men. Verily to bcholde this ſpe» 
» Qacle, is a ſubic&tof cdmilcrartion: 
to ponder it , a matter of huge ſor» 


row : and vpon it dcuoute lone: 


exacts compaſſion, atour hands, : 

3. Behold / moſt patient and 
myld leſus gocs our of the Iudges 
T ribunall, wearing vpon hs head 
a crowne of thorne and a pon 
garment, to. trye whether the fu- 
ric of a pertidious people may bt 
mouecd to a , in ſome 
meaſure at leaft , by viewing him 
{o cnormiouſly abuſed and rormety 
red. Burtalas, alas, the malicious 
rable ismore and more incenſedto 
wroth, and while the Preſident 
cries outin publicke. Behold the 
manthey crye backe againe with 
more rage then euer. Aipay with 
him , away with him , crucifie him, 


O thou faithfull lover of Chriſt, 


es. A al At Sa << w__—_— 4, *& my 2a Ln B- 
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| | hearnig of all theſe thinges, draw 


cheminto thy interiour, and trEble 
and waxe pale vpon the exceſle of 
his dolours. Beate thy breaſte, 

wre out flonds of tearcs , and 
caſbthy ſelfe proftrace in the fight 
of Iefus crowned , bearing the re- 
femblance of a Kinge , and yet 
bring replenished with the confu- 
fon 'of a moſt deſpicable flane, 
Who to wayne vs from humane 
gloric,, and to extinguish the pla« 

cof pride in vs, fubmitted him- 
Pike to the horride miſcries of tor- 
ments. O thou man then wba art 
of a clayie' condition , blush to 
follow wordly gloric when' thou 
beholddeſt the moſt noble head of 
thy Lord and maſterfo in'glorious. 
Blush to proue a delicate member; 
vader a head crowned with thor- 
ne, and vnder a ſupreame Maiec- 
ſtie abaiſſing himſelfe to hard and 
abic& ſufferances. Secke not thou 
the liberties of a leſſe irik life, 
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bur rathcr imbrace the feruour . of 
a more auſtere, And © all. ya 


ſonns of pride who breath aff 


high thing2s, aud beare your head 
aloft , to appeare more worth 
then others ( while cuen by jthat 
endeuour , you are worſe, ) Blu 


to appeare ſpruſe and neate , im 


the prelence of a ſcourged and 
crowned lcſu : you who adorn 
your ſclues in filke and gemmez; 
yon that ſctt your mortall,and day 
ly dying flesh, in.gold and fluer, 
you, finally, who weare rich my- 
ters vpon your heades far oſten- 


tation you , I ſay , neuer looks | 


backe vpon the worke of your re 
demprion, to conſider with hoy 
cruel] torments you were redee- 
med, 

4. But be comforted , © thou 
poore contemptible and. vicerous 
Lazarus , and thou toe, who cucr 
thou art , that are eſteemed del- 
picable in this world. becaulc 
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thou doſt more reſemble Ieſus, of 
Nazareth m his infirmitics and 
cohrempts, then dines in his wic- 
ked wayes, though otherwiſe clade 
with lilke and purple. And 
thou 6 hooded monke ; be not 
whamed to wearc a grofſe and 
oomes habit :- becauſe it is thy 

eciall gloric before God and his 
Lenpells, if ina rude and homely 
habrc, thou appeareſt more ador= 
ned by rhy holy behauiour and 
manners. It's a great confuſion te 
2 Monaſticall perſon , ifhe ſeeke 
for-2 habit of finer cloth , whs 
wtherwiſe ought to 'be deade to the 
world; and in che vſeof all things 
to imbrace pouertie, O' what a 
true and delicions conſolation 
doth the deſolate rehigious find in 
his -afMliQdon \, who neglects not 
frequently 'to- ruminate Tefus his 
#harpeſt -crowne of thorne , with 
*'\moſt ſorrowfull ' hart. As often 
Gerfor as you ſuffer anxieties, be 
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myndfull of all che thornes whig 
Telus {affercd, and your ſutffcrancy 
will be ſwcerned , yea though ya 
Should be cxaſperated by others, 
or endure ſome grieuous heal 
ache , or happly ( which yeth 
more hard ) it you Should be tor: 
ne in pececes with the thornes d 
frequent derraction. It is far 
more happic to be afflicted wit 
afflicted Icſus for the preſent, anl 
with crowned Icſus to weare 4 
crowne of thornes , by ſuffering 
ſundric tribulations , then by l- 
ving at our owne pleaſurc and [+ 
king, to ſuffer herafter the tor- 
ments of Hell fire , and ( whid 
will torment the damned beyond 
all tormenrts)to be eternally ſeque- 
Ktred and caſt out from the molt 
dcelightfull ace of our Sauioure- 


ſus, and the fweete focietic of all | 


the bleſled. O how ioyfull , and 


= 


Free from all feare will he ſtand be- 


fore the face of the cxernall King 
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{the laſt andarcadfull iudgement; 
who now is not ash med to ſuffer 
the opprovrioulneſle of his confu- 
fion , and the corporall peyncs of 
his paſſion, O how agreeable and 
deare to God is that foule , and 
how fruitfull shall his meditation 
be four d to be , which is inwardly 
torne in peeces by the Paſſions of 
Icſus ; wounded in hart with his 
wounds, and in contemplation of 
his death , dycs the dcath of 
louc, 

5. I lament and weepe vpon 
thee good Ieſu , thou who art pa=- 
tient, myld , cruclly whipped , 
baſely mocked, and moſt paine- 
fully crowned for my fa'c. And 
that I may be able to lament yet 


more fully , I humbly begge the 


race of hart-pearcing contritions 
ence low proſtrate at thy fcete,, 
I adore thy venerable Maicſtic , 
contemptibly depreſſed in huma- 
ac aature, and inwardly petition 
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thee with lipps deuoted to thee j 
that thou wouldſt legibly imprint; 
and ſtrongli: faſten that lamenta- 
ble forme of thy ſweete counte« 
nance to the rootes of my hart, 
ſuch as it then appeared , when 
thou waſt caſt out by all men asan 
abomi'able leper 3 and when, 
being crowned with thornes , thou 
waſt producedin a confuſed man« 
ner to be a publicke ſpeQacle; 
Let chis poore and miſerable shaps 
of thyne , - enter into the þ. 
- crecte corners of my hart, andlet 
me berherby ſo cfictually moned 
to compundction , and forrow , that 
what cucr is mundzine and cu- 
rious, may perish from my ſight; 
and all chart is carnall and luſtfull, 
may be quite extinguiſhed ; that 
all chat is diſguſtfull and abieR 
may waxe {weete. and agreeable 
for thy ſake, Let thy facred ſuffe- 
rance ſubdue my vicious affe- 
ions , and let thy moſt gricuous 


ſorowes, 
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fbrowes , mitigate my daily pre(- 
ſures. Let the facred repreſenta- 
tion of thy crowning , being ſe. 
riouſly and profoundly refleed 
ypon , afford me a great ſolace 
amidſt my aduerſities , and con= 
firme me againſt thee looſe incur- 
{ions of impuritie'; for a mynd im- 
ployed in diuine thinges, and gi- 
wen vigourouſly to compunCtion , 
is freed from cuill cogitations , 
and is protected a ainſt the cne<. 
mys darts which shewre in vpon 
VS. 

© 6, Strippe me alſo, © Lord Icfu, 
from all ſtayne of proprietie, A- 
dorne me with true yertues, & grit . 
me tobe cheerefull when l chance 
to be vnderualued , that I may 
learhe mildly to ſuffer that neceſ- 
faries be taken from me; and to 
haue noe indignation , though old 
thinges should be rendred for new, 
or ruder attire should be returned 
me for finer, Let me not —— 
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againſt thoſe that deride me, nor 
contend with thoſe that chide me, 
but thatl may admitt of ( with 
patient hart for the ſaluation of 
my ſoule, in memorie of thy croy- 
ne of thorne ) all penalties and 
confuſlions that may bcefall me, 
Finally breake downe the hard- 
neſſe of my harte , and ſtrike 
through the midlt of it, with one of 
the Sharpe thornes of thy crowne, 
that all corruption mixed with 
my flech , may flow out « 
that wound ,. and that that great 
dart of thy ſacred loue may re 
mayne hard fixed therin. ; to the 
end I may be fo happie as to be 
abſolutly purged from the thor: 
nes of vice, and the brambles of 
temptations , and þe ſowen with 
the ſeedes of vertue, So that the 
carth of my hart which wag in- 
fected by the firſt curſe , may by 
the. infuſion of thy bloude receiue 
a new blefling. That for the thorns 
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of _ , the roſe of charitic 

may ſpring vp to me. For the 
: of lf F 


bramble the lillic of chas 


Ritic : for the burre of vani- 
tie ; the violet of humilitie ; for 


the bryer of sharpneſle, che flowre 
of myldneſle, Amen. 


5 e___—_— 
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THE XvI. CHAP, . 


Of the Vniuſt condemnation of 
Jeſus to the death of the 


Croſſe, 


1. Y Bleſle and giue thee than- 
kes, © Lord leſu Chr. An- 


thour of life, and rule of iuſtice ; 


for thy vniuſt condemnation to 
dye , without any fault commit- 
ted , while a ſeditious homicide 
vnworthy to live , was ſaucd.* O 
too too peruerſe indgemen: , and 


ynfortunatc exchange. For when 


2 
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a great commotion began to ryſe 
among the people , and the judge 
could by noe meanes appeale the 
rage of the iewes , he fat in his 
Tribunall , and pronounced this 
wicked ſentence againſt thee t 
that Barrabbas the theefe should 
live, who was guailtic of death by 
his owne capitalle cryme , and 
that thou who waſt purc and.lyable 
tonoc offence , waſt condemned to 
to the Crofle, to be punished by 
a moſt infamous death. Alas zlas, 
what are the judgements of this 
world , and how farre is iuſtice ba- 
nished from jt in this behalfe, 
when once the impjous begins to 
gett dominion 2 Behold how the 
iuſt man doth perish, nor is there 
any found to deliner him. Ay me, 
he that telles truth is deliuered 
ouer to deceiuers:the impious flaue 
whippes the pious maſter : the 
innocent lambe is giuen vpfor the 
nocent ; a theefe is choyſeh fot 
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Chriſt , and Barrabbas bound in 
chaynes is releaſed for Icfus of Na- 
zareth : the lambe is exchanged 
for the wolfe : a Sainte fot a cry- 
minall , the beſt for the worſt, a 
naughtie man eſcapes, anda true 
God is punished; ' Darkneſfle is 
preferred before light vice before 
vertue , death*betore life , durt 
beforegold;a shell before a gemme, 
2 baſe vilaine before genero- 
fitic it ſee. Who is able to heare 
this with out deepe ſobbs 2 Who 
would not waxe wrothfull againſt 
the iewes 2 Who would not blame 
the iudge 2 For let him wash his 
hands.as much as hewill ; let him 
excuſe himfelfe before men ; how 
eucr he did it for feare of Czfar , 
and was cuen compelled tp't by 
the iewes importunitie, yet is he 
not wholie free from guilt, ſince 
he knew well that they had deli- 
vered him vpout of enuie. Better 


better had it bene to haue loft his 
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temporall principalitie of honour, 
then to haue condemned him 
whom he knew to be iuſt and ino- 
cent. More gaynefull had it bene 
ro haue loſt = whole world, then 
to hauc treſpalled againſt God, 
and to haue putt Chriſt codeath, 
2. O how terrible a 1adgement 
Shall it be at the laſt day , ro the 
impious and  incredulous when 
God our iudge , who is now vn- 
iuſtly judged, shall appeare in the 
gloric of his Maicſtic > Then hall 
the pious and faithfull reioyce, 
who. are now contriſtated at the 
yniuſt condemvationof their Lord 
Icſus Chriſt, Then shall they be 
toyfull and: fecure , who now pa- 
tiently endurc the preſſures of the 
world, iniurious loſſes, and their 
owne contempt. Opious and ſweete 
Lord , who waſt vniuſtly con- 
demned by the Preſident Pilate, 
and ſentenced to the infamie of 
the Crofle;grant that I may bum» 
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bly vndergoe the ſentence that's 
pronounced againſt me in the 
Chapter of faults , and not impru- 
dently iudge my Superiour , nor 
ſect vpon my accuſer with inju- 
rious ern M , but by the exam- 

ſe of thy patience ;. tend to the 
ike vertue of filence :' and not to 
take it heynotifly to be trode vn- 
derfoote by thoſe that are more 
powerfull then'T , bur to leaue all 
judgement to thy difcuſſion.' For 
_ the ſeruant is not greater then the 
Maſter. -Ifa falſe doome were pro- 
nounced againſt thee: who art the 
mdge of all men , nor didſt chog 
yet withſtand thy aduerfarics yio- 
fence, who waſt in nothing ſubie& 
toany faulr, how mach more ſu- 
table will it be for me to ſuffer;and 
lowly to ſubmite my ſelfe to mo- 
naſticall cenſure., who haue fre- 
quently offended in many thinges 
Help me therfor © my moſt mobs 
Lord , promptly co beare the 

H iii) 
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yoke of ſubieQtion, and the rodde 
of correction, and let tribulation. 
moue me to call thy dolours to 
mynd', in whatſocuer aduerſtie 
may bcfall me.. | 


— — OOO 


THE XVII, CHAP: 


How Ieſus caried his Croſſe 
being ledd out to Caluarie.. 


ts». T Bleſſc and gine thee thanks, 

0 Lord Ic{u Chriſt,thou true 
vine , Way of life, and our ſaluas 
tion , for thy publicke carying « 
thy moſt heauic and ignominious 
Croſle , which thou didſt daigne 
humbly ro'vndergoe and moſt pa+ 
ticntly,beare for the redemprion 


of all mankind, that thou migh- |; 


teſt bring backe the loſte sheepe 
( which thou hadſt long fought; 
and found out with much labour) 


—_— 


tt 


"Thomas a, Kempis, © 177 
thy shoulders to the har- 
bour of heauen. I prayſe and ho- 
pour thee, © thou generous ſtan- 
dart-bearer of our Chriſtian war- 
fare , for that ſorowfull and confu- 
ſed ſpetacle of thyne when thou 
was ignominiouſly ledd , with 
the heauie Crofle vnmercifully 
loaden ypon thy shoulders, out ofa 
famous Citic ; wherin thou hadſt 
formerly appeared ſoglorious for 
thy dodrine and miracles , but 
now,by the inraged madnelle of all 
the people, thon art reputeg in the 
midſt of the moſt wicked, in quali- 
ticofthe companion and ringlea- 
der of theeues and rogues. And 
art to be putt to ps. vpon the 
hig helt gibbet. I prayſe and glori- 
fie thee my beſt Ieſu , for that molt 
hard and troubleſome proceflion , 
and ſtrange pilgrimage vnderta- 
' kenfor our fakes, for eueric payne- 
full ſtcpp thou rookeſt , for the 
exceſſiue wearinelle of thy body 
H y 


178 Meditations and Prayers 
wrought downe by thy precedent 
tortures ; for thy troubleſome al- 
ſent and deſcent in that rugh and 


yncou:h way with the hcauic | 


Crofle vpon thy backe ; for thy 
precipitated agitation , and bar. 
Ch traitement ofthe peruerſe 
route which accompaigned thee, 
who rudely commanded and pu- 
Shed thee, on, further then thou 
waſt able, cruelly ſpurring thee on 
behind , and ſtrongly halcing thee 
on before , and pittifully toſling 
and turning thee on all fides, For 
alas'thou waſt vnmercifully ouer. 
ſwayed, andeuen crooked downe, 
and oppreſled with the too heauie 
loade which thou waſt compelled 
to carie tothe toppe'of Cahuarie. 
Ah, ah, nener hadft thou yet {6 
ſtrange a iorney : neuer didft thou 
walke fo rugged a paſlage : neuer 
didſt thou beare > heauic and 
payncfull a yoake. 

''2. I prayſe and cextolke thee for 
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that greateſt ynderualuing and 
diſrelpet which thou ſutferedſi 
by vile perſons who ledd thee our, 
trayled thee ; and inſulted vpon 
thee : for the multitudes of oppro- 
brious words which they threw 
ypon thee : for their derogatin 
from thy inocencie by their falſe 
relations inthe way : for the inſo- 
lent exulting ofthy enemyes huge» 
ly reioyceing at thy. cruell death, 
and ſcandalous hanginge , vpon 
the Crolle, In the mideſt of thoſe 
aduerſities and -labours which 
thronged in vpon thee on. cuery 
ſide , thou marchedſt on like a 
myld lambe , which is ledd. to 
flaughter , hauing thy mynde till 
fixed vpon our faluation, commi; 
ſcrating the iewes blindneſſe, and 
bemoning the malice of thoſe thar 
ledd thee, Iprayſe and blelle thee 
for - the hartic affection - of thy 
friends and the abundance of tcares 
which they compaſſionatly powred 

H vj 


ofthoſe mercifull women who bit- 
terly lamented thy fad condition, 
who with mournefull countenan- 
ces , and weeping eyes caſt downe: 
vpon the ground , followed thee 
ſeppe by ſtepp. But) thou with a 
myld ſpeech and addreſſe made to 
them forbaddſt their teares, laying: 
Majades of Hieruſalem doe not you 
Teepe vpor me , but Wweepe von 
Jour ſelnes , and vpon your children; 
for if they doe this in / Bey wood, 
What rhall be done indrye ? O how 

reatwas then the ſorrow ofall thy 
deare friends, and what lamenta-. 
tions, in particular , did the holie 
women make , who eyed. thee 
witha vehement affe& of compal- 


ſion , nor yet were they able to. 


haue accelle to thee , much lefle 

to deliuer thee from death, | 
3. But 0 whatan vnconceiueable 

dolour did ſeaſe' vpon and wound 


the motherly bowells of the B. 
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forth. For the deuoute companie 
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Virgine Marie , when $he beheld 
her onely and moſt dearely belo- 
ned ſonne carying his Crolſe vpon_ 
his backe, and conducted to dye?. 
O how more then moſt willingly 
would that - blefled mother: -of 
thyne , the moſt pious. V.irgine 
Marie, bauec ſuſteyned (had it bene 
granted: her ) the moſt shamefull 
ignominie of the Croſle in thy 
lace! and how quickly would she 
bs choysE to hanec dyed forthee, 
had she knowen that to haue bene- 
agreeable to thee ! But what $he. 
could not performe in her carthly. 
body , she moſt perfectly. accom- 
pliched in hart and defire. For she 
that loued thee moſt feruently,, 
shared more in thy ſufferance, was 
more afflicted, and moſt truly ca-. 
ries thy-crolle with thee. For thy 
inſcrutable dolours- neuer- entered 
f deeplyinto the harrs of-any of 
thy loners, as they ſuncke into the 
louing ſoule of thy one)y deareſt 


3 
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Virgine Mother , whoſe charitie," 


was moſt excellent aboue them all 


Nor arewe to doubt bur that thy / 


moſt ardent louer Marte Magda- 


lene, ( who was readie to fall 
downe through exceſſe of ſorrow. 


and teares) had willingly ſnat- 
ched away the crofſe , and had 


bene moſt readie to carie it a pace 


for thy ſake, ioyning herſelfe with 


the Virgine mother by a new en- 
deuour. Hence too, thy internall 
dolour was doubled by many oc- 


calions, befiaes thoſe which aftli-- 


&cd thee exteriourly : to witt the 
Diſciples diſtraction , and mothers 
ſorrow , the greeuous ſcandall of 
many, and their difidence who 
deſpaired of thy reſurrection, For 
the faith of the reſt except the' B, 
Virgine alone , was shaken., or 
ſcermed cuen tobe quite deade. 

4. O religious Diſciple of Chriſt, 
make haſte alſo to become the ca- 


ricr of Chriſts myſticall  Croſle, 


Thomas 4 Kempis, 18; 
'[Endcuour to follow the footſtepps 
ofthy Redeemour, ifthou defireſt 
Jto attayne to eternall joyes. Doe 
not dreade and abhorre the short 
hbour of penance , nor deſire to 
haue the rigour of diſcipline di- 
ninished, but repute all lirle and 
light which is commanded by the 
inſticution of the order : willingly 
accomplish what cuer holy + 
dience exactes. If thou findeſt it a 
difficult thing ta obey euery 
commande , make refleton that + 
Chriſt obeyed harder commands 
for thee , cuen tothe looſing of his 
life ypon the moſt infamous Crofle. 
Obſerue then the ſtrict rule of - 
forefathers ; forſake not the path 
which leades to life. Decline the 
calier part which bringes daſler-. 
dly foules ro miſerable ends. Thou | 
didſt in veric deede take the 
Crolle vpn thee , when thou didſt 
enter intoreligion : and thou didſt 
yet bind thy ſelfe harder to the | 
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Crofle, when thou maydlt thy pr 


fellion. To conuerſe iuſtly and ho. | 


lily in religion ,.is to imitate our 
crucifyed Lord. Thou beareſt thy 
Crolle ioyfully , if thou goelſt fer. 
uently on in the order :. bur if yn» 
willingly and with murmuring, 
thou $halt not receive Ieſus his. 
glorie , but the punishment ofthe 
wicked. theefe. Now if you ſuffer 
all myldly and: cheerefully , you 
haue in great part vanquished 
the malignant enemye. Doc not 
therfor feare the ſtriftnefle of the 
order, nor count the length of the 
dayes, the charitic of Chriſt, and 
the ſweetnelle of a good life , will 
lighten the burden of your labours 
and paines, For you haue a Prede- 
ceſſour of a more auſtere life, and 
a guide who leauesa molt excel- 
lent copic , to witt Ieſus the ſonne 
of God, that great Patrone of the 
Crofſe, who throughly experien» 
ced in himſelfe the heauineſle ther- 
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of. Follow your fauiour then by 
* | the way of the Crofle, neueraban- 
| doning religion : nor yet relaxing 
the diſcipline of a feruent monke , 
and you are happie for cucr and 
euer. For had your reſolution bene 
tw inloy wordly delightes, and to- 
haue the free vſc of your owne will 
and fortunes, you had remayned 
furely in the world. But now ha- 
wing followed Chriſt by entering 
into religion lay fure hold of the 
Rate of life which you haue pro- 
miſed. Pray to Icfus , powerfully 
toaſſiſte thee, For he who firſt gaue 
thee the grace happily to begin, 
will giue thee more happily to aCs 
complish the ſame: 

5. O moſt beloued Iceſu, Prince 
of the Kinges of the carth , Re- 
Qour of the Angells, and ſtandart- 
bearer of all Chriſtians , who bore 
thy Croſſe vpon thyne owne 
Shoulders, in the preſence of the 
lewes , who ſcoffed and derided 


thee , for the ſaluation and exame 


ple of thy (eruantes, grant that my 


flownelle may follow thee in this 
dolcfull proceſſion: and forſake me 
not before the appointed tyme of 
my death , but his home my 
pilgrime ſoule , out of this mor- 
tall body , to the mountaine of 


Caluarie, that mountaine of myrre' 


and frankeincenſe , where thou 
waſt crucified, and dycd for me, 
that being armed with the ligne 
of che Croſſe I may vnder it take 
breath and repole with thee, 
Grant, meto begin againe a new 
feruaour , and neuer imitate the 
light bchauiour of Iwkewarme 
ſoules, but to haus the picture of 
thy bearing the Croſle ſtill placed 
before the eyes of my hart and to 
flye the various curioſitic of mu- 


table thinges. Be thou the guide 


of the narrow way I am to paſſe, 
and the companion of my pilgri- 
mage , my helper in oportunities, 
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my comforter in aducrſities, and 
ny fellow labourer in my many 
at labours, which Thaue vnder- 
akenfor thy names ſake. Aſliſte 
me to ſupport the burden and 
heate of the day , that I may be 
continually able to follow the 
Conuent in all the houres , and 
holy obſeruances. And grant thar 
inall my great anxieties and preſ< 
ſures , I may be myndfull of thy 
exceeding wearineſſe vnder the 
heanie loade of the Croſle. For 
ſcarcely is that which I vndergoe, 
tobe ” Garbo a ſmale parte of the 
lkaft burden imaginable when I 
vypon the greatneſle of thy 
waightic Croſſe, 

6.. I will therfor willingly and 
witsfully beare the burden of the 
religious life which I haue choy- 
ſen and vndertaken , relying al- 
wayes vpon thy 'gracious aſliſtance 
becauſe though for a tyme thou 
permitteſt me to be troubled , to 


augment the merite of my humj. 
liation , yet afterwards thou doſt 
aſliſte me in its due tyme and man- 
ner , according to thy great cle. 
mencic. Teach me to breake 
myne owne will , and to. be content 
with a few thinges, nor to looks 
after libertie ro walke abrode, 
Let my hands be putt to labonr, 
and my hart imployed in the me- 
ditation of Scriptures. Let all the 
pR__ my body ſerue thee ,and 
etal] my ſenſes be kept in vnder 
diſcipline : and shutt vp my pv 
uertic and nothing ,, among the 
true Croſl-bearers. Be the ac- 
| nm of ſecular perſons farre 
rom me, and extinguish in.meall 
afteftion which is according to 
fleshand bloud. Let me not bede- 
lighted in externall thinges , not 
linger in -vaine fables , bur con- 
trarily to vic a vigilant endeuour 
ouer my interiour , and: to applic 
my ſelfe to ſecreete ſorrow. and 
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mourning , produceing plentie of 
lights and Jamentations for my 
multiplicd {innes and negligences, 
What ſocucr retards my aduance- 
ment in the way of vertue, letit be 
caft away. May I follow the way of 
thy contemplatours , who are able 
to tranſcende all things with a 

aceable and moderate mynde. 
Letme carcfully call thy croſle to 
my memorie which thou louingly 
boreeſt for my ſake , that I too 
may be inflamed with the loue of 
the Crofle , and by meere obe- 
dience to reſigne my (clfe dayly to 
to thee : and grant that I may pa- 
tiently beare the burden which is 
putt ypon 'me , till at length I at= 
tayne to the deſired place of falua- 
tonand peace. 


Br 
. 


19 o Meditations and Prayers 


_ 


_ _ 


THE XV111. CHAP, | 


How Ieſus way crucified naked 
and of his high and long han= 
ging Vpon the Croſſe. 


1. Þ Blefſe and giue thee thankes, 
6 Lord Icſu Chriſt thou moſ 
benigne maker of man , and re- 
airer of corrupted nature, for thy 
baabfull nakedneſſe at the foote of 
the Croſſe , when in the ſight of | 
all the people, and of thoſe roaring / 
lions prepared to denoure , thou | 
vaſt publickly ſtript , and igno- 
minouſly layd naked , thy gar- 
ments being made their prey, In 
this lamentable caſe thou ſtoodeſt 
with much shame and trembling, 
being couered onely with a litle 
linen cloth , and. crowned with a 
ctowne of thorne for thy diademe, 
thou becamedſt the viter ab» 


: 
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jection and ſcorne of them all. 
Thou hadſt then , nothing at all 
left thee belenging to this world , 
but like a poore bannished pil- 
grime , yea the pooreſt of all the 

e , thou waſt deſtitute of all 
meanes, and humane helpes. For 
euen as that firſt Adamplaced in 
Paradice, before his fall, inioyed 
a free and naked libertie, fo thou 


now aſcendeſt the Croſſe naked, 
ro reſtore vs loſt Paradiſe, out of 


which he was caſt by ſinne, and 


quite banished from thence. For 


to thend loſt inocencie might be 
reſtored , and man mladebe clo- 


thed with the habit of vertue, and 


be made worthy of life cuerlaſting, 


thou didſt permitt thy garments 


to be taken from thee ; thy ſelfe 
to be replenished with forrow and 


' confuſion , and at mg h to ſuffer 


a moſt painefull death, I prayſe 
and honour thee , © thou moſt ar- 
dent louer of mans faluation , for 
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thy moſt cruell extention , and 
being racked vpon the woode of 
the Croſſe which thou waſt vn- 
mercifully throwne vpon : for the 
Sharpe peirceing of thy hands 
and fecte by the boiſterous nayles 
ſrucken through them, the noylſe 
wherof might be heard a far of 
and moue the hard hartes of the 
beholders to teares. + 
2. Alas alas , thou art fo hard 
faſtened to the Crofle , that the 
vaynes of thy body being preſently 
broken, riucrs of pretious bloud 
gushed out from diuers partes. 
And then thou waſt fo roughly 
ſtretched out in IEgth and bredth, 
asthough thou hadſt bene a verie 
skinne,(o thatall the members of 
thy facred body were diflolued, 
and all thy bones might haue bene - 
counted, Thou didſt ſuffer thy 
hands and feete to be bored 
through by the wicked, that thou 
mighteſt pay the great debt which 
Adam 
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Adam had contracted (by putting 
out his hand to the forbidden tree) 
by thy holy hands nayled to the 

rolle, and wash away the infe- 
ion of the old cryme with thy in- 
nocent bloud. I prayſc and glori- 
fie thee for being ſo high reared 
vp vpon the Croſle , and for thy 
longe hanging vpon that con- 
temptible woode, which was then 
accurſed by all the Iewes , but 
bleſſed ar this day by all Chriſtians, 
| and honoured incomparably aboue 
| all the trees of the woode. Here 
ypon didſt chou hange about three 
houres or more for our ſaluation , 
working the great and wonderous 
myſterics of the Crofle which were 
to be of ſogreat aduantage to the 
whale world. To witt > waſt 
exalted farre from the earth , that 
thou mighteſt rayſe and draw y 
the pious harts of the fairhfull to 
thee , leaſt they might remayne 
flutering about low and baſe de- 
I 


lightes : chat thou mighteſt meſr 
the loning hartes of thy deuoute 
ſeruants into compaſſion , and 
rayſe them vp with more fcraour 
by the repreſentation! of the 
Croſſe : that thou mighteſ 
tryumphe ouer the powers of the 
ayre , powerfully and publickly in 
thyne owne perſon : That thou 
mighteft humbly pray for the 
tranſ{greffoursof thy law , and giue 
a plenarie indulgence to all true 
penitents : and that by thy death 
thou mighteſt friendly pacihie 
and intircly repaire all thar is in 
heanen or in carth, 

3. Behold now , © thou moſt 


faithfull ſeruant of God, and with *" 


a ſorrowfull hart , and a mournfull 
countenance contemplate * hy 
God. and redeemour hanging 
betwixt the two armes of the 
Crofle : ſce how thy beloued ex- 
poſes himſelfe naked to be confi- 
dered by thee. He Rayes with 
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faſtened feete to expect thy co- 
ming , and wishfully affords thee 
afree accelle, He ſpreads abrode 
his moſt louing armes; he Shewes 
his open wounds , and bowes 
downe his head to preſent thee a 
kiſſe, being readie to recciue thee 
into grace againe , and without de- 
lay to pardon all thy ftinnes. Ap» 


| proche then tothe Crofle without 


feare , touch the picture of the 


+ Croſle with an affectionate hart, 


: jmbracec it ardently, hold it firme- 


_—_ —__— 


| ly, and Kifſe it moſt deuoutly, 
Caſte thy ſelfe proſtrate at the 
foote of it, lye there , adheare to 


| 1 that ſanctified ground, and deparc 


not thence that at leaſt thou 
mayſt be fo happic as meete with 
fome litle droppe of that facred 
bloud which trickles downe , or 
heare the words which he ſpeakeg 
from the Crofle : or finally tang 
by him in the end of his agonie. 
W har earth ſocuer receiues Ieſns 
I ij 
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dying, letit receine thee too: and 
whereſocuer Iecſus 1s buried , let 
there be alſo the place of thy re- 
poſe, that there may be bur one 
graue for him and thee , who is 
bur one ſpirit with thee, Pay him 
the dutifull Tribute of thy lamen- 
rations ; enter into the ſecreete of 
thy harte , let thy crucified Lord 
find thee, his pious and fadd dif 
ciple, there , gratefull , deuoute, 
internall, and amourouſly drawen 
into his woundes, that the whole 
world may be crucifed to thee, and 
thou.toit. Let Chriſt alone be life 
to thee, and to dye with himbe 
thy. greateſt gaine, Be it farre 
from thee to glorie , ſaue in the 
Crolle of thy Lord Ieſus Chriſt, 
Be itfarre from thee to be confi- 
dent in thyne owne merits , be- 
cauſe thy whole (aluation and re- 
demprion is placed in the Croſle 
of Chriſt, wherin thou oughteſt 
molt frmely to repoſe all th Ks, 6a 


| 


| 
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By whom thy (innes are pardoned: . 
from whom the riches of merits 
doe flowe, with whom are the re- 
wards of the iuſt , which are payd 
— to th mcrires of cucry 
encs workes, 

4. Studie then by the example 
of your crucified Lord , to caſt 
from you the heauie burden of 
terreane thinges , and to free your 
hart from all the impediments of 
your intcriour liberrie , to line 
farre remote from paſſionate ima- 
ginations and carcs, and ro con- 
verſe in the pure nakednefle of 
truth : that you may nakedly and 
fimply imitate-your naked cruci- 
fied maſter , by the contempt of 
your ſelfe , and all tranſtorie 
thinges and that yon may be made 
fitt and able ro be nayled to the 
Croſſe , by (uffcring the ignomi- 
nies and detractions of. mcn for 
the burning loue of thy redeemour 
who (ſuffered for thee. Learne to 

I ii) 
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reioyce when you are vnderua- 
laed and contemned. To be ſor- 
rowfull for other mens trangreſ- 
fions : yea and pray that all may 
be changed to the better, Repute 

our ſclfe worthy of contempt, 
Wih their ſaluation who arc op- 
polite to you. Repoſe noe great 
confidence in men : few are fond 
faithfull in our neceſlities ; and 
conſtant friends are very rare, 
Yet neither wonder at it, nor let 
it be troubleſome to you. Chriſt 
experienced the ablence of his 
friends, and the preſence of mul- 
titudes of enemyes ; who yet neuer 
ccaſed to conferre benefits, and to 
meete with much ingratitude. Putt 
thy confidence in thy crucified 
guide, and thy beſt gouuernour, 
Remayne with him vpon the 
Crolle, cuenin the tyme oftribu- 
lation , and chou $halt obreyne 
grace, and victorie ouer all that 
opprelie thee, Prepare a place for 
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him , and lay open a pallage to di- 
une grace by deuoute humiluie, 
and contrition , that you may 
drinke a comfortable ſweetneſle 
out of the paines and wourtls of 
leſis : and ſtrive totaſte how de- 
lightfull it is to ſuffer contumelies 
and to be cſteemcd as nothing tor 
his holy name, 

5. Make cle&tion of your habi- 
tation with your ſclfe aione : cutr 
off the occaſfions of diſtractions : 
fceke comfort in the Crolle: refiſte 
knſualitie : auoyd giuing occation 
of offence. Doe not preſently rush 
out to toyes. Be filent in point of 
thinges which concerne you not, 
Carcfully conſerue internall bleſ- 
lings. It becomes not one that is 
addicted to the paflton of Chriſt, 
to fall into difloluce laughter : and 
it is an irreligious thinge to be- 
haue ones ſelfe without grauitie, 
All cheſe thinges are learnt in the 
paſſion of. our crucified lone, and 
I iijj 
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happie is he who hath layd the 
fendation of his dayly exerciſe in 
it : for ſuch an one $hall make a 
more happie and ſecure progrelle 
then all his companions, and shall 
feede of the fruite of the woode of 
life, whence he $hall reioyce for 
eucr and cuer, O moſt holy Father, 
loo .c vpon the face of thy Chriſt , 
who hanges vpon the Crolfle for 
the loue of me. Be propttious 
to me a linner, who am inaolued 
in the netts of many finnes , for 
the incomparable merits of thy 
onely _—_— , who 1s nayled 
with nayles, and couered with 
goarie bloud : for he was wounded 
to cure myne iniquities. He will 
fully fatisfte thee for all. He will 
be reſponſable to thee for me. I af- 
figne thee him for my caution. I 
chuſe him for my. Aduocate, I 
imploy bim for my Mediatour. [ 
leaue him todefende my cauſe, He 


will dedamage all lofles, He, the 


— Scan - 
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bleſſed and heauenly fruite of the 
Virgines wombe , if it be fo 
agreeable in thy diuine light , 
will amend all that hath bene done 
amiſle, For he it is, moſt merci- 
fall Father, whom thou heareſt 
with wonderfull dclight , ( and 
that inſtantly by reaſon of his in- 
comparable loue, and fingular re- 
ucrence ) for my eternall falua - 
tion ,and tothe end that I may al- 
wayes haue the hope and conſola- 
tion which is expedicnt , for the 
tyme preſent , and cuen neccſſarie, 
after death, 

6. O good and pjousIelu , the 
choylen lonne. of God. , who by 
thy fathers commande , didſt 
youtchſafe to take vpon thee the 
fubſtance of our flesh withont the 
ſtayne of ſinne, and to offer it vp 
vpon the altar of the Croſle for 
the aluation of the world, haue 
mercy vpon me thy ſcruant who 
demande pardon and grace, For- 

I y 
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giue me all my ſinnes , both old 
and new , whether committed 
againſt thee wittingly or through 
ignorance, for thy goodnelle lake, 
and for the infimite merite of thy 
ſlion. For thy merites farre ex- 
ceede all the {innes of men , and 
much greater is the abundance of 
thy mercy , thenall my iniqui- 
tic, though neuer ſo oftcn itera- 
red. To thee therfor I fiye vnder 
the protetion of the Croſle , 
where I hope confidently to meete 
with more abundant mercy ; and 
I ligh to thee from the verie bot- 
tome of my harte , ſeeking the 
cure of my ſoule to faluation. I 
adore the ligne of thy holy Crofle, 
F honour the banner of the 
Crofle. I Kkifle the foote ſtepps of 
the Crofle. I begge the ſuffrages 
of the Crofte. Gaue earc to mea 
miſcrable finner ; receine backe 
thy fagitiue : cure him bcing con- 
trite in hart: ioftifie the ſinner. I 
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will not let thee goe, nor will I de- 
part from thee , till I be admitted 
to grace againe, I beſcech thee my 
crucified Lord Icſu Chriſt ſtrippe 
my hart naked from euecry {ecu- 
larthing: Draw me vp by the ar- 
mes to the hight of the Croſſe, I 
will follow thee , whitherſocuer 
chou goeſt before me. willingly am 
I poore and naked with thee ; as 
an vnknowen bannished man 
from the world : neighbouring and 
neere to thee but ſequeſtred from 
all rerreane thinges. Strike my 
flesh quitethrough with thy feare, 
that I conſent nor to luſt, Bore my 
hands through, thatTI loyter not in 
idlenefle. Nayle my feete through 
that I may remayne conſtant and 
ſtable , ſuffering labours and do- 
lours curragiouſly, Make thy 
nayles pearce.through the midſt of 
my hart , and let them wound it 
with a wholſome and bcloued 
wound, that Lmay all ſtreame oucr 

I vj | 
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with teares , through the vehe. 
mencie of my ſorrow and contri- 
tion, and through the ardour of 
loue make me to faint and fall 
from my ſelfe. Smyte me with 
feare , increaſe deuotion , let no- 
thing relish with me more ſweetly, 
nothing ſticke more cloſcly to the 
rootes of my hart ,+ then Icſus 


Chriſt, and him crucified. 


—_—_ 


—— 


THE XIX. CHAP. 


Of Ieſus his wounds , and of the 
effuſion of his pretious bloud. 


L | Bleſſe and giue thee than- 

kes, © Lord Ieſu Chriſt thou 
Authour of our Saluation , moſt 
gracious beſtower of pardon', and 
moſt patient endurer of mans wic- 
k ednefle, for all thy dolours, and 
ſtripes, and guarie wounds, which 
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were moſt cruelly infli&t:d vpon 
thy moſt noble and tender body, 
ſo that from the ſole of thy foote 
to the toppe of thy heade, nce part 
was |cft free from paine and ſtipes, 
but it was either a ſwelling 
fore, ora paincfull wound , or goa- 
rie bloude ſtreaming all ouer the 
body. I prayſe and glorifie thee 
with the moſt high vcneration 
that my foule is capable of, with 
the interiour adoration of my hart, 
for that moſt plentifull profuſion 
of thy pretious bloud our of thy 
hue ſacred wounds, and out of all 
thy other wounds in generall, litle 
and great , which shewre downe , 
and breathe out a ſoutueraigne 
ſalue more pretious then any 
baume, to be the moſt efficacious 
cure of our linnes. Ah moſt myld 
leſu , thou waſt ſo forceably bru- 
ſed , ſauifed and pearced through 
by i! ofe moſt cruell executionours 


that all thy bodily ſtrength being 
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waſted away, and all thy veynes 
being layd open , there was nor 
one {malle droppe of bloud lettin 
thy body ; bur all that ſacred ſtore 
which thou hadſt kept treaſured 
yp in thy hart , cither liuing or 
dying , was piouſly ſpent for Our 
ſoules vie , and for the price of our 
faluation. O you fue pretious 
wounds , moſt conuincing argu- 
ments of moſt {ingular loue , reple- 
nished with diuine {weernelle , 
whence the poore ſinner conceiues 
a ſtrong hope, leaſt his guiltic con- 
ſcience might fall into defpaire, 
Herein is found phylicke of life , 
the ſourleof grace, the plenitude 
of pardon, the latitude of mercy, 
the gate of promiſed gloric. What 
eucr ſtaynesI contract whatlocuer 
I commit by my fine ſenſes , I 
purge, heale vp,and intirely wash 
away in thoſe five ſacred foun- 
taincs, 

2. I prayſe and honour thee 6 
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leſu Chriſt , thou onely beloued 
ſpouſe of the holy Church , for 
x na ineſtimable charitie , 
wherby thou waſt pleaſed to re- 
deeme my ſoule , inthe bloud of 
thy teſtament , out of the bonds 
of the firſt tranſgreſſion, to purge 
it of all finnc; and to inrich and 
adorne it with the merits of thyne 
owne vertues: to thend it might 
be dnely ioyned and ynited to thee, 
and that. it might for the preſent be 
ſan&tified by grace,and for cuer bea 
tied by gloric,inthy kingdome of 
brightnelfe. Here, 6 faichtull ſoule, 
thou muſt diligently obſerne with 
how greatand noble a price here- 
deemed thee , who out of his free 
goodnelle created thee to his 
image and likenelle : for thou walt 
not indeede redeemed out of the 
euilcofche firſt preuarication, and 
ticaCtual]l committing of many of- 
fences which thou didft _— 
and of thynce owne accorde, wit 
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corruptile things , as gold and 
Gluer , but euen by the pre- 
tious bloud of the imaculate lambe 
leſus Chriſt. Who did not onely 
poure out his pretious bloud vpon 
the Croſle to puritie thee , bur left 
thee alſo the ſame bloud in the 
chalice to drinke , being taken 
with a faithfull deuotion in the 
comunion of the blefied Sacra- 
ment , wherby the dayly fſinnes of 
the world , are purged ahd can- 
celled. Alas how great punish- 
mets will he deſerue, who cltcemes 
the bloud of the teſtament of 
the ſonne of God ,to be polluted, 
and renders not due 7 want ax tothe 
wounds of our crucified Lord. En- 
deuour therfor ſtudiouſly ro re- 
turne thankes to ſuch a louer , and 
{o bountifall a benefatour, at leſt 
by ſome $hort prayer or deuoute 
meditation, cither by day or night. 
Many of the faithfull being in- 
flamed with the firc of his loue , 
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powred our their loud for his fake 
with a pious greedineſle, Many 
alſo, in fieu of bloud ,|humbly of< 
fered vp the waters of bitter con- 
trition , by communicating in his 
paſſions , in walkting the hard 
wayesof penance. 

3. Learne thou alſo by their 
example to crucifle thy flesh with 
its vices and concupiſcences:man- 
fully to refiſte tempations; to beare 
the Crolle of voluntarie ſubieCtion 
even vnto death : to offer vp the 
facryfice of a contrite hart vpon 
the altar of thy harte to Chriſt thy 
Redecmour, in ſteede ofa bloudie 
martyrdome3 to call ro mynd the 
benefit and bleſlings of the Crofle, 
by a diligent reflection made 
therof : and to ſeeke a place of re 
fuge , from the furic of the enemye 
and perſecutor in the deepe 
wounds of Iecſus , asit were in the 
holes of the rocke. Succour me 
moſt mercifull Icſu, inall my ne- 
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ceſlities,and dangers,1n this warre- 
farce of ours, Stretch out thy 
hands ouer me , and protect me 
with thy right hat:d for euer, 
Grant me dcuotion in my hart, 
truth in my mGurh, vercae in my 
worke, Purge me from all the cor- 
ruption of finne ; cure my wounds 
with thy pretious bloud. Let no- 
thing of obſcure and darke re- 
mayne in me nothing that is ſpot- 
red , nothing infeted. But grant 
that thy facred bloud which thou 
lo prodigally powredſt our , may 
purific me from all ſtayne, and fo 
wholy fanCtific me, that wy foule 
and ſpirit being pure and intire , 
may bo preſented tothee my crea- 
tour , at the dreadfull day of 
dowme, for whole ſaluation thou 
didſt ſuffer ſo many and horrible 
paines, and graciouſly didſt pay 
downe a treaſure of ſo ineſtimable 
value. 
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| THE XX. CHAP. 


of Ieſu his prous petition for his 


enemyes. 


I. ] Blcſle and giue thee than- ll 
kes , 6 Lord Ieſu Chriſt 

thou fountaine of pietie and ſweet- | 

neſle, for thy molt perfect charirie, 

and molt deuoute petition for thy | 


enemyes who were actually perſe- 

cuting thee , praying vpon the | 
Crolle with armes ſtretched | 
out , demanding their pardon , 
and mercifully exculing their | 
offences , ſaying : Pardon thens | 
Father , for they know not what | 
they doe, O word which contaynes 
in it all ſweetnefle and mercy, 
fufficient to mollifhe the hardeſt 

hart of any ſinner , and to bring- 
them to penice, O moſt ſweere Telu 
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how much thou art giuen topardo- 
ning! Howcafic to be appealed ! 
how willing to shew mercy ! O 
how great is the multitude of thy 
fweere mercystoall that loue thee, 
ſince thou shewedſt thy ſelfe fo 
pious to furiouſly perſecuting ene- 
mys ! To wict thou waſt not 
wrought to indignation againſt 
thoſe that crucihed thee, euen 
whilſt thou waſt highly tormented 
vpon the Croſſe. Thou tookedl(t 
no? reuenge vpon them that af- 
flicted thee , not didſt thon pray 
that the carth might deuoure 
thoſe miſcreants aliue : nor that 
fire from 'heauen might conſume 
them ina moment ; but thou didſt 
shcwre downe a moſt ſweere word 
of charitie , like to a wholſome 
heauenly dewe : vpon thy moſt 
cruell enemyes , ſaying : Father 
pardon them. Herein did thy 
tranſcendant charitie , togeither 


vith thy vnſpeakable myldneſſe 
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appeare , which could neither, be 
ouercome nor yet be taken off 
from a ſuppliant prayer. They 
cryed out crucific him , crucifle 
him : and thou ſayſt Father pardon 
They nayle thee with hard nayles, 
and thou excuſeſt their molt enor- 
mious crymes , ſaying : they know 
ot What they doe. O Chriſt how 
admirable is this pietie of thyne! 
2. Butalas how great is the per- 
uerlitic of chat obſtinate people 
which isnot moued to compun- 
ion by words fo full of charitie ! 
And therfor thou didſt more be- 
wayle their blind iniquitie , then 
thyne owne iniuric : and the com- 
miſſion of ſuch horride crymes ly 
heauier ypon thee , and more af- 
fli& thee , then all the wounds 
which were inflicted vpen thee. 
They commirt the yerie worſt 
thinges they could deuiſe ; and 
thou contrarily makeſt a returneta 
them, of what was mot loucraigne 
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and aduantagious for them. And 
therfor it was a moſt piousand beſt 
worke to pray for ſuch cri- 
minall perſons , that they might 
be conuerted from their malice, 
and acknowledge that thou the 
true {onne of God waſt incarnated, 
And io that memorable ſaying of 
Iayeis fulfilled , which was moſt 
traely foretold of thee, And he 
rooke the finnes of many vpon him, 
and prayed for his tranſgreſſours, 
that they Should not perich, Who 
can now deſpaireof obteyning par- 
don for his finncs, when euen they 
mett with ſuch benignitie and 
myldnelle , who crucifyed him 
who was to pardon them ? Delſ- 
paire not then my ſoulc, though 
thou be otherwiſe guiltic of many 
crymes, engaged in many paſſions, 
and aſſaulted wich a number of 
temptations. Noe poore wretch , 
for ther's yet hope of life. The bo- 
wells of pietic arc layd open : the 
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crolle, the nayles, the lance, and 
all Iefus his fresh wounds are wit- 
neſſes of it, Enter my ſoule ,enter 
into the deepe holes of thy cruci- 
hed Icfus : Kifle rhe holes of his 
wounds, Imbrace the tree of life in 
the armes of loue, Lay hold vpon 
that ſureſt ſigne of thy ſaluation, 
to witt Teſus hanging vpon the 
Crofle. Adore him with a denoure 
mynde. Intruſt thy (elfe confident» 
ly in his faithfull hands. Refigne 
thy ſelfe wholy to him. For he 
that vicd ſuch pictic and good- 
neſle to his veric enemyes , will 
not fayle to proue much more gra- 
cious to thee who art ſorrowfull 
for thy linmes. 

3. Burif you defireto be ſooner 
heard, if you wish to obteyne the 
grace of your Redeemourand to 
recciue a more plentiful} mercy, 
doe you alſo with your whole hart 
pardon your brother who offends 
againſt you. Pardon him in {make 
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matters , that God may pardan' 
you in great thinges , and pray tor 
his faluation as for your owne, 
Thus doe , and you $hall fird 
grace , and by ——_— leſus 
you $hall be the ſonne of the moſt 
high, who commanded vs to loue 
our enemyes, and to pray for thoſc 
that perſecute vs. Further more, 
you treaſure vp heapes of conh- 
dence for your ſelfe againſt the 
houre of your death: if you learne 
to pardon all injuries ( when you 
ſuffer vniuſtly ) and pioully praye 
for thoſe that offende you. This 
ow petitioning for enemyes , 

catified the Apoſtles in glorie, 
conſecrated Martyrs ; dignified 
Confeſſours , adorned Virgines, 
and conformed all the Saintes to 
Chriſt, andrendered them worthy 
of eternall life. I beſeech thee 0 
moſt clement Sauiour leſu , thou 
who out of meere charitie didſt dai- 
gneto pray forthy cnemyes, that 
thou 
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ou wouldſt pray for me too, our 
of the hike motiue of feruent cha- 
ritie, to thy heauenly Father , 


F that he would intirely pardon all 


| 


| teyne by thy holy mediation, 
K 


my linnes, and clemently free me 
from the paines duc to the ſame. 
Grant that I may conceiue a good 
andfirme confidence of thy mercie, 
and that I may neuer fall into deſ- 
Drs through the greatnes of my 

nns, but alwayes haue before the 
eyes of my hart , that thou ca- 
medſt into the world to faue fin- 
ners, and that thou wouldſt ſuffer 
thy ſelfe to be nayled ypon the 
Crofle , and aye for the wicked, 
Grant therfor that this hartie 
prayer which thou makeſt ypo the 


'Crofle for thyne enemyes, may 


proue ſouueraigne to my ſoule,and 
confirme it with a ſtrong hope of 
pardon therby;to theEd that what I 
am not able coRtayne to by myne 
owne merits, I may cffeQually ob- 
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Grant that I may freely and ſew 
curely flye ynder the ſafe shelter of 
thy winges; and preſerue my ſelfe 
from all the guiles of the old enc- 
mye , by the inuincible- ligne of 
thy victorious Croſle, Spread , I 
beſeech thee, thoſe vine branches 
of thy holy armes all ouer me; 
that cuer, and anone, I may run to 
them for shelter, and ſo my poore 
and mournfull ſoule shall ncicher 
deſpaire, nor feare, at what houre 
ſocucr thou shalr pleaſe to call it 
out of this miſerable world. And 
thou my pious and mercifull Lord 
Ieſu, recciue me a miſerable ſinner 
crying tothee, who place noe con- 
fidence in myne owne merites, but 
in thy greateſt mercy alone. 


% 
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. THE XXI, CHAP, 


How Ieſus his parmen's were 


Volently torne from him , and 
dinided exc. 


I. | Bleſſe and give thee thankes, 

0 Lord Iclu Chriſt, Creatour 
of all thinges , and diſtributour of 
all bleſſings , thar , being nayled 
to the Croſſe, thou didſt permirt 
thy garments to be violently and 
ſcornefully taken from thee, and 
deuided among the ſoldiers, who 
robbed thee of all , in an hoſtile 
manner ; ſotþat by their ſtrange 
exaion thou waſt dilinherited of 
the verie laſt farding fo that they 
kft thee not the leaſt peece of 
thyne owne clothes to couer thy 
nakedneſſle , nor ſo much as 
fome poore linen to wrappe thy 
deade corps in , and honeſtly to 
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burie thee ; For either walt thouto 
be buried naked, or els a lindon was 
to be bought by ſtrangers, and ro 
be beſtowed vpon thee, out of pit- 
tic, as vpon @ poore and needie 

erſon. O too too vnlatiable ana - 
rice of the foldicrs, who were in- 
deed noe ſoldiers , but rauvinons 
robbers! Oshamefull rapacitie of 
choſe baſe ſergants, who blushbed 
not to robbe Ieſus of his ſmale fub- 
ſtance : compleating the prey of 
their inſatiable greedeneſſe, with 
the verie poore ature of our cruci- 
fied Lord, For hauing deuided 
themiinto three partes , they alli- 
gacd cuery ſoldier his parte, the 
onely garment without ſeame re- 
mayning vntouchdd?, which ther- 
for they reſolued to caſt lotes vpon, 
becauſe they could not denide it , 
withour ſpoyling the texture.of it. 
Ah moſt vnfortunate robbers, and 
molt odions exactours , who had 
noe pittic at all of poore Iclus who 
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hung? all naked , not returning, 
kim the leaſt parcill of his owne , 
nor leauing his mournefull mother 
the veric hemme of his garment, 
for a memorie to comfort her. Noe 
they did none of all this , bug con= 
tmarily by the Dinells inſtigation., 
king noe feare of future indge- 
nitnt, they commirted a moſt hey- 
nous facril-dge. : 

z, O mydeareſt Icſu, thou con-. 
fradict:ſtnone of all thefe thinges 
by word or wotKe , but ſuffereſt 
ther all in fifence. Certes by this 
tolle of thyne, thou euidently she- 
veſt me, howT am to behaue my 
my ſelfe,, when any neceſſarie 
hinge is taken from me. For thy 
blefled will is thac I should be more 
readie to endure temporall lofley, 
then to recouer what belonges to 
me by goodright. AndT conceiue 
that our Sailfours garments were 
neither fine and curious for the 
workmanskippe, nor notable for 

K iij 
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theidye , bur plaine and _— , 
and moſt reſembling thoſe of the 

poare people , or of an hamble 
and homely fashionafter the man- 

ner of the | © 2AM , and the an- 
cient Prophetcs. : not finely ga- 

thered by the inuention of any cu» 
rioustayter , but rather wouen by 

the workmansbippe of the B. 

Virgine , by theart and inuention 
of the holy Gholt, Or els happly 
the Virgine mother had bought 
them for him, in his youth of ſome 
calintrie pcople , with che price of 
Ker owne labours. O thou cheife 
workeman of the heauens , thou 
true Godand man, to, what an ex= 
treame pouertic art thou reduced?- 
In his natiuitie he had ſcarce any 
poorelinen clothes to putton : and. 
noV at his death, he's robbed of all 
bis garments. Then he had onely 
a narrow manger to repoſe his 
render infant members vpon : and 
now being depriued of. all the 


” ef 2 —_—ER! 


Thomas a Kempis. 223 

re ſtore he had, he hasnot in 
thewhole world, which he himſelfe 
made, a place wherina litle to re- 
pole his heade , ſaue onely vpon 
the Crolle : for as he came poore 
and needic into the world, ſo his 
bleſſed will js to depart out of the 
world like 2 poorc and naked ba- 
nished man. At his birth he was 
wrapped in ſwathing clouts : ac 
his death pearced with nayles and 
hnce. The conlideration of thac 
deſpicable conditionof his., exacts 
compalſtion at our hands : bur that 
patient ſufferance calls vpon vs for 
our imitation. Be therfor hence 
forth more patient, when any ne- 
ccllarie thing is taken from you, 
or ſome thing you delire is refuſed 
you. Learne to vſe a few thinges 
onely , and to be content with 
things more meane,, and you will 
be free from murmuring , veric 
quiete in mynd , and gratefull te 
God almightie, 
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3. O whovill make me fo haps 
pie, as to haue any ſmale particle 
of the ſacred garments of my Lord 
Icſus Chriſt, or at leaſt ro touche 
them our of deuotion:, or euen to 
kiſffe chem , from whence fo- great 
vertue hath iflued ro cure the 
ſicke | O how holy are the reli- 
ques of thoſe garments , and in 
what veneration onght chey ro be, 
where ſocuer they are found, 
Certes, had thoſe foldiers knowen 
their worth, they would neuer rude- 
ly have cutt them in peeces., nor 
hane fold them at fo low a rate; but 
rather haue- diligently conferued 
theta in. (iluer caſes, and hauc payd 
due honour to them. Fot they were 
indeede more honorable then all 
the royall robes of Kinges, and all 
papall ornaments 3; nor are any 
pretious gemmes worthy to be 
compared to them. Bnt thoſe im- 
pious rogues were ;not acquainted 
with their GnQtitie and venera- 
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cion; who otit of a greedie deſire to 
glure their* conerous appetite, 
were not able to taſte the ſoue- 
raigne vertue of thoſe holy thinges, 
Alas it is a thing highty tobe la- 
thented,thart ſo noble a robe was fo 
baſely torne , and borne away by 
caſting Jotes. Cettainly had any 
powerfull and rich perſon among 
the Chriſtians whonow liue , bene 
there prefent , he had willingly 
Dutt downe a ſumme of money to 
bi_e redeemed thoſe holy reli- 
ques out of their hands, or would 
ortierwiſe hage procured ſome litle 
peece of them , and ſo inriched 
with chat noble preſent,they would 
ioyfully have returned home, 
And now, © moſt ſweerte Ieſu,thou: 
patient ſufferer of ſo many iniures,,, 
enable me to vnfold vnto thee, 
witha pious hart , to the magni- 
fying of thy prayſe and glorie, 
the thinges Which the baſe ſoldiers 
wreſted to thy confuſion. Bleſſed 
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be that moſt holy. and. imaculate 
garment of thyne, with which thy 
virginall body borne of the Vir- 
on Marie was for many yeares 

ecently couered. Bleſſed. be the 
veric hemme of thy garment , .by 
the touching of which, aswe read, 
many ſicke and infirme ; perfons 
who approched to it with faith and. 
dcuotion, were preſently cured. 

4. Bleſſed bethy coate withour. 
ſeame, which ought not to be im- 

loyed in any humane vſes, as 
30-40 worthy to be vicd to Gods. 
holy ſeruice alone. It was bur fitt. 
that this should be conſerued vn- 
uio'ated and vntorne, far. its ſin- 
gular reuerence , and to intimate. 
and commende the vnitie of.our 
holy mother the Church, all the. 
world ouer, which though..it deui- 
dedin diuers nations, tongues and. 
habitations, as alſo diſtin&tin va- 
rictic of orders, and merits of life, 
yet.it liues, is goucrned , and nou-, 
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xished , vnder one heade', and one 
cheife paſtour , conſeruing ' one 
oncly fairh one baptiſme , delee- 
uing one onely God in a perfect 
Trinitie ; having one ſpouſe , Teſts 
Chriſt raigning in heauen from 
whom all the aſlaults. of tempta- 
tion can neuer ſeparate' her. Be- 
cauſe thou , 6 Lord', haft armed 
thy [pouſe the Catholike Church 
with an muincible buckler , the 
word of truth , the lighc of know- 
ledge , and feruour of charitie 3. to 
attayne to the immortall' crowne 
of life enerlaſting. O' moſt poore 
Iſt, and moſt rich kinge of 
Kinges: O moſt poore Lord, in 
that thy garments.are taken from. 
thee , and thy friends are- fledd 
away : O moſt rich Lord',. by the 


' falneſle of all fpirituall bleflings ; 


impart to.me. thy: ficle poore crea- 
ture the grace perfely to attayne, 
at leaſt tro ſome one vertue , out of 
the abundance of all thy vertues, 
K vj 
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that I may not be found naked and 
in confuſion before thee ; as he was 
who was found in the banket 
without his wedding garment , 
and was preſently expelled out of 
the companie of. the Saintes, by 
reaſon. of his. deformitie.. Let my 
hart be cutt in peeces by a holy 
compundtion , in memorie of thy 
garment deuided into foure partes, 
thacl may.conceiue a hartie ſor- 
row ,. either for feare of hell, hope 
ef future glotie, in reſpe& of my 
ſinnes paſt , or for the loue of the 
grace which I hauec alrcadie re- 
cciucd, | 

S.. And in remembrance of thy - 
coate without ſeame, grant me to. 
keepe the vnitie of fraternall cha- 
ritic in the band of peace, and to. 
remoueall matter of difſenſion.; to. 
flycthe noyſe of the world ; to ab= 
ſtaync from impertinent wande- 
rings of mynde and idle words, for 
the Ioucof intetiour peace; to dc- 
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fire to lcade a poore and hidden. 
life with thec ; to wish for noe fe- 
licitie in-this world 5- to lone noe 
_—_— , as thou, 06 Lord, didſt 
elle hoe terteanc things therin: 

ut didſt enen permict that the 
licle wodicam which thou didſt vic 
for thy neceſlicie should be taken 
from thee by violent hands,and be 
diſhpaced : delivering. hereby an 
example of patience to all that 
ſufter intaries- , that they sKould 
not too much lament the lofſe of: 
theit fortunes. . 
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THE XXIL CHAP, 


of the lewes opprobrious words 
and attions and of Ieſus ns 
conStant perſeuerance Vpon 


the Croſſe. 


I. Bleſle'and oiue thee thankes, 

0d Lord Icſu Chriſt, thou ho- 
nour and ioy of all the ſupernaſl 
citizens,for all the reproches and 
blaſphemics turbulcntly heaped 
ypon thee by the perfidious Iewes, 
whilſt thou -hungedſt vpon. the 
Crolle. From the grcatelt to the 
leaſt all conſpired againſt thee, and 
ran togeither-liKe inraged dogges 
to gnaw thyne  inocencir. ith 


their mouthes. they barked like | 
dogges, with their teeth roared. | 


like lyons , and hilled like ſer- 
pents with their tongues, They 


| 


{ 
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| eurſed with their lipps , laughed 


with their mouthes , clapped with 
their hands , danced with. their 
feete, and in their harts becauſe 
they beheld. thee-nayled to. the 
Crolle , not eſteeming it ſufficient 
that thou shouldſt onely dye ,.vn- 
leſſe thy death were alſo accom- 
paigned with, vexations and iniu- 
ries- And thence it was that they 
that paſled by like ſo many drun- 
kerds and madd men, hauing barts. 
full of the gaule of bitrernelle , and 
the poyſon of cnuie, toſling rheir 


| their heades too and fro with a cet- 


taine Kind of furie , cryed out. 
Away, with thee , thou that deſ- 
troyes the temple , and. reedifies it 
againe'in three dayes. Nay cuen 
the high pricſt., with the Scribes 
and 'clders , who were indecde_ to 


| paging the people, and to abate 
c 


1e malice of others, did them- 
ſelues inſult vpon him the moſt 


perucrſcly ofall. For they ſtoods- 
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oppoſite to the Croſle with a loftie 
heade, and a ageing arfogant 
Eye gazing vpon thy face ,. and 
Collingly ſporting Thetaiuns , 
they degorged veris vnworthy 
blaſphemies. againſt 'rhee , he can 
ſane others , ſay they , but cannot 
ſane himſelfe, 

z. And indeede it was alwayes 
their endeuour , peruerſely to in- 
tetprere, atid obſfcute, the heauenly 
wondershe had shewen , and the 
manifold cures he had wzought, 
vor of their cnuie againſt him. 
They-perſuade him then , to'come 
downe from the Crofle and falſely 
pretend that they would belecue, 
while yet they had often oppoſed 
themmſclues. againſt the true be- 
leeners, For, etien while thou 
wroughtedſt the moſt famous mi- 
racles, they ſtriued' rather to ca- 
Jumniate thee, then to giue credit 
to'them. Their intention was not 
then, to belecuc,and to ſeeke their 
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cluation ; but to moue him to 
wroth by malignant words. At 
length, being ſwollen with auda- 
cious contumelie , they caſt out 
impictics againſt thy diuinitie, and 
tearmeing thee the ſonne of God 
in a contemptible manner they 
faid : He truſis-in God , let bims 
deliner him now if he will : for he 
faid:becauſe /am the ſonne of God. 
'© you moſt crue[l and hard harted 
perſecutours of the fonne of Ged, 
why was it not enough for you to 
haue committed that horrible 
cryme of crucifying him, vnleſle 
you adde to it greater heapes of 
finne by blaſpheaming and deri- 
ding the ſonne of God. Ahks alas, 


. what doe yon doe ? W hy doc you 


whett thoſe venimous tongues of 
yours againft a pious and inocent 
perſon > Wherin , I pray , did he 
offend , ur in what did Chriſt eucr 
hurt you 2 Did not he doe all 
thinges well who made the deafe 
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heare , and the dumme ſpeake ? 
Did. he not make your whole na- 
tion famous by his illuſtrious mi- 
racles , and ſweete and cxcellent 
do@rine ? Did he not pray cuen 
for his veric encmycs 2 What pu+ 
nishment did he merite for all 
this > Why doe-you returne cuill 
for good , and hatrcd for Joue? 
Fitter it were , that you should la- 
ment and weepe vpon your ſo hey? 
nous a cryme , then to Taugh in 
the face of the crucibxe, Byt alas 
you regatde it not , you care not 
for it. Noe verily there is ncither 

flion, nor contrition , nor 
memorie of benefits , in obſtinate 
harts, but cheir diabolicall furis 
{t;ll increaſes to the worle , and 
prouides yet sharper ſwords, and 
more infolent yy xx : for now 
when they could noe more perſe- 
cute him with ſwords and clubbs, 
they began to (ett vpon him with 
the sharper darts of their congues 
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The ſoldiers. too, who were the 
&xecutioners of all the malice , 
fied vp with fecular honour, and 
ignorant of the diuine law , being 
corrupted and excited by the fa- 
your , and exhortations of the 
Princes. of the people, run neerer 
tothe Croſle and derided him, and 
preſenting vinager, they ſaid : if 
thou be the Kinoe of the Tewes, aue 
thy ſelfe. O foolish ſoldiers , de- 
generating both. in your actions 
and manners. Who trayned you 
ever Vp in this militarie diſci- 
pline, to fightagainſt God 2? 

3- This 1s not the part of noble 
perſons to perſecute the pious: te 
robbe the poore, to leauc one ale 
readie robbed, ſtarke naked , to 
deride the crucified , to preſent a 


dying God vinager to.drinke, of 


which all men hauea horror. How- 
beit you haue not power to hurt 
Chriſt, for his wiſdome ouercomes. 
your malice , nor is the paticuce 
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of Teſus wearicd with injuries. The 
ſame thinge did rhe theefe alſo} 
who hunge at the lefe hand , and 
remayned obſtinate in his wicked> 
neſſe , reprochfully ſaying, /f thou 
be Chriſt, ſane thy ſelfe and vs, Ah 
that miſerable wretch fell int 
contempt , and into the bottome 
of miſcheife > and he rhax should 
indeede haue asKed pardon forhis 
ſmnespaſt, infulres oucr thee, the 
giuer of pardon ; and therfor that 
ynha ppie wretch dycd defparate 
and petished. I prayſe and glorifte 
thee for the innincible conftancie 
which thou $shewed{ vpon the 
C:offe, from which neither vile 
reproches., nor faire promiſes 
could draw thee downe , or that 
thou wouldſt deſert that which 


thou hadſt willingly imbraced,cuE 


for one $hort moment, For thou 
didft hold to the end the ' place 
which mercy and Ibue moued thee 


to ſtay in, and dye in , and thou 


— 
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wauldſt conſummate that worke 
ily begun , by crowningit 
— a moll laudable end. And 
thou who taughtedſt others to vſe 
ſcucrance in good workes;did(t 
Fin chyne owne perſon make 
profellion of obediance vpon the 
Crolle , and confirmedit by thyne 
one example , that it _ be 
canſ}antly obſerued by all thy fol- 


' lowers. Drawe necre then, © thou 


that contenineſt che world , loueſt 
the holy Croſle, and profeſleſt re- 
ligion, to the tree where thy Lord 
is crucified. 

4+ Be conſtant and couragions 
inthy holy ſtate and calling ; ir is 
thewarke of Chriſt leſus, and the 
accomplishment of thy ſaluation 
toremayne in the holy Order, ta 
live vnder obedicnce, and to per- 
(euere in diſcipline. Let none ches- 
for call th-e backe from thy reli- 
gious ſtate, the way of perfection , 
the cxcrcile of boly 'canuecrſation, 
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and the vowe of thy profeſſion, 

Remember that ſaying of the A. | 
poſtle becauſe Chriſt was made for 
vs obedient vnto death, and the 
death of the Croſſe. And therfor 
what cuer the world may promiſe, 
how cuer the flesh may fauningly 
allure , how furiouſly ſocuer the 
diuc]l may tempt, or how much 
focuer friends may diſlwad , or 
wordlings may deride thee, take 
noe notice of it , waigh it not, but 
wholy contemne it, Remayne 
farme in Chriſt Icſus, looke vp- | 
wards, rayſe vpthyneeyesto tolls 

crucified , inuiting thee with open 
armes, and for a short labour,pro- 
miling eternall rewards. If thou 
doſt ſuffer with me, faith he, thou 
shalt raigne with me : and if thou 
dyc{t with me , thow $halt be 
crowned with me.-O my Lord Ieſu 
Chr. thou moſt conſtant and ſtrong 
Champion and moſt ardent louer, 
& conlſccratour of the holy Crolle, 


Themas a Kemps, - 239: 
Grant that I may ſerue theewith 
a perſcuerant will in the Order I 
haue taken vpon me, and that noc 
irkeſomneſle of labour may wric 
me from a feruent emulation , bur 
that I may alwayes endeuour more 


and more to aduance in perfeCtion, 


and with a conſtant harte to ſub- 
duce the temptations of the flesh , 
and fpirituall aſſaults 3 to shew all 

atiEce in aducrſiitie; neither feare 
th: diſprayles -of men, nor yet to 
affet their prayſes ; to turne the 
eyes of my mynd from preſent 
things , to ſecKe my whole refuge , 


' inthee my ſaluation ; neuer to gine 
| backe from the imbracements of 


the blefled Crofle, for the lone or 
diſpleaſure of any deare friend : 
but by obedience to putt a happie 
periode to my life , vnderthe pro- 
teQion, banner, and (igne therof. 


IM 
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THE XXII. CHAP. 


Of the word ſaid to the theife Von 
the Croſſe. 


I, | Bleſſe and prayſe thee, 9 
Lord Icſu Chrzſt, thou cheife 
and ſingular folace of ſinners , for 
thy immenſe pictie , and {upera- 
bundant mercy which thou did{t 
daigne to the ſometymes moſt 
g wicked theife , who huny at thy 
right hand vpon the Croſſe , but | 
now newly conuerted , and doing 
hartie penance : for as ſoone as he 
had: once acknowledged how 
guiltic, he was , and becametruly 
repentant for the ſinnes of his life 
paſt, he receiued pardon for all his 
ſinnes, and an entrie into Paradice 
by the faichfull promelle of that 
ſacred mouth of thyne, For there 
15 noe pennance too late , or other- 
_ wile 
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wiſe without -fruite, where there 
js true contrition -, and an intire 
conuerhfion. -O bleſſed and whot- 
(ome contrition for finnes , wherby 
2 man fo quickly  obteynes the 
Kingdome of heauen'! That peni- 
tenttheife , now a bleſſed Confef- 
four, though he had ſinned gree- 
uouſly , and that fora longe tyme 
too, yet in+the end, and in his 
vtmoſt neceſlitic :, he -returned 
'home to his owne hart, and per- 
fedly repenting himſelfe of all his 


nces , humbly demanded par- 


' | don, and obteyned alarge indul- 


gence. To witt, he acknowledged 
is owne fault , ſince he con- 
felled that he'was condemned to 
dye by aiuſt iudgement. He had 
zeale of juſtice in him , ſeeing he 
reprehended his fellow ; "who 
hunge by him, of his wicked blaſ. 
pheemie. He chewed his' hartie 
compaſſion , when he complained 


that Chriſt was _— putt 40 
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death, being guiltie of noe.cryme 
atall. He hada great faith, fnce 
he deſpaired not of Gods mercy,, 
bur ſued to him to be myndfull of 
him in heanen. He then being en- 
dowed with theſe bleflings df VEr= 
tucs, he ſaid confidently to thee, 
Lord Icſu, asto the pious paſtour 
of ſoules, the true prieſt, and, the 
moſt faithfull Confeſlour , who 
Clearely knew all the ſeries of his 
whole life, O Lord be myndfull of 
me , when thou $halt come into 
thy Kingdome. To .,whom thou 
againe , © moſt mylde Ieſu,, didft 
returne a moſt fweete anſwer full 
of all conſolation : eAmen 1 ſa 
wnto thee , this day thow shalt be 
With mein paradice, 

2, O too too ſweeteand amiable 
word, ſweetly ifluinge out of the 
mouth of God, and more ſweetly 
ſounding in the eare.of a contrite 
finner in the agonic of death, and 
moſt powerfully ſolacing the an- 
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xious and fearcfull hart in fo dread- 
full an houre ! O how ſecurely 
may he now dye , who had the 
happineſſe to heare ſuch a pro- 
melle 2 For he $hall not feare-in an 
ili day, whom our Lord Icſus takes 
into his protection. T hat was giuen 
tothis thicfe atciing.which was 
refuſed to Peter praying. Peter de- 
fired to dwell in the mountaine of 
contemplation , but he could-notx 
obteyne it, He deſired alſo before 
the houre of the paſſion to follow 
his maſter whither ſocuer he plea- 
ſed : but it-was ſaid co him : thou 
canſt not follolp me now , but after- 
wards thou shalt. Peter was the 
firſtwho was called to the dignitie 
of an Apoſtle but this theife is en- 
tered before him into his maſters 
kingdome. O Lord how wonder; 
full are thy workes , thy) cogita- 
tions are made bur: too deepe. O 
how inſcrutable _—P wdg- 

& 1 
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ments,and.ineffablc are thy wordg! 
The vnwiſe man» Shall not know 
them, and thefoole shall not vn- 
derſtand them. O how happie an 
houre did that theife meete with, 
as toſuffer-with thee , todycwirh 
thee,, and toaccompanie thee into 
thy kingdome. I find not what 

ood he had done inall his former 
Iife, bat this I find for certaine, 
thatathis death, he purged all his 
offences by an humble confeſſion, 
Tris therfor an argument-of an ex- 
cecding great mercy , that focry- 
nikialls. perſon $hould as Gol 
obreyne*pardon , as he powretd 
ont his prayer to thee 'like an 
humble ſippliant. O' Lord , faith 
he, be myndfull of mewhen thou 
;comeſt into thy kingdome, And 
thou: moſt gracious and: mercyfull 
Lord , aids prefently from the 
Crofle heare him , who was con- 


trite in hart , comforting the hart 
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ofhim chat confelled , with a moſt 
myld aniwer. Amen 1 ſay vnto 
thee , this day thoushalt be with me 
in paradice, 

3, O how comfortable and profi- 
table is it for me ſeriouſly to cone 
fid-r the out gare of this theife , 
and thy moſt {weete anſwer ; not 
that I might more ſecurely ſinne, 
or deferre my amendement from 
day today , but leaſt I chould deſ- 

aireif I chanced to be ſurpriſed 


with ſome ſuddeninfirmitie, when 


T heare ſo wicsed a- creature , {o 


ſuddenly changed, for the berter, 
| «pda of paradice ,. and faued 


euer , by the aſliſtance of thy 
great grace.. I should, © Lord, 


ſuffer a ſtrange anxietie for my 
many grieuous linnes, were I not 


acquainted with thy mercys; had 
Enot heard of the examples of the 


penitents who were moſt myld 


receined by thee : For: thou did 
fay by the Prophete : 7 willnot rhe 
L jj 


——_— 
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death of a finner , but rather that he. 
Should be conuerted and line : and 
egaine, with thyne owne mouth; 
fo God lowed t he world that he gaut 
bi; owne onely ſonne , that all thoſe 
that beleeme in him , may not perich, 
but haue life enerlaſting. And a- 
gaine : /came not to call the inſt, 
but ſinners, Thou did(t preſently 
pardon S, Marie Magdalene, 
who wept at thyfeete,all her ſinnes, | 
moſt intirely, Thou didft. re- 
cciue- mornefull Perer louingly to 
grace againe , after he had thrice 
denyed- thee. Thou. didſt cure 
many perſons afflicted with ſun- 
dric infirmitics by thy mercifull 
helpe , and didft free thoſe that 
Rood ingaged in' more greeuous 
crymes , witha larger gift of thy 
pietic: as it is cuident in the adu[- 
Tferous woman , whom thou didſt 
(deliver out of che hands of her ac- 
'cuſers,ſeaſt they might haue ſtoned 


her, Omoſt myldIclu, my mercy 


Thomas 4 Kempis.' 247 
nd my refuge , my ſupport and 


| my deliuerer from. my angrie ene- 


mys : Be mercifull to me, and 
boſe not my ſoule with-the im- 
ious , for whofe redemption thou 
Fadft goodnelle enough to ſuffer 
the death-of the Croſſe. Call to 
mynd the holy word which thou 

ced(t to the theife , in whom 
two thou lefredſt, me a moſt ſolide 
hope. Say therfor to my foule, 6 
thou Sauiour of my: life; when che 
tyme of my: refolution $hall ap- 
proche : this day thou shalt bewith 
wein Paradice. 

4. 'W hat can a dying man heare, 
more ioyfully , what can the ap- 
prehend more comfortably , then 
to be ouerioyed with ſuch anan- 
fer : this. day thou shalt be with 
me in paradice. Bermyndfull of me, 
6 Lord”, in: thy Kingdome , and 
forake me not at the dreadfull 
houre of death. When my ſtrengtlr 
fayleth me, and my voyce faintes 

L iiij 
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away ,then., Good Iefu, fſuccour. 
me, and {end our thy holy Angells 
to comfort me in mp, agonie , that 
the malignant encmye' may not. 
prevayle againſt me, by his illu- 
gons, inthar laſt. houre,, who had: 
boldnefſe ro aduenture to find ſome 
thing in thee too, to be his owne- 
but hading nothing, he departed 

from' thee full of confufton. Solet 
them be confounded who. ſeeke 

to ſnatch away my ſoule, letthem, 
be throwen backward , and ler- 
them. very quickly be confounded, 
Burt let my foule reioyce mn'thee , 
and [et it exule. vpon thy faluation, 
o Lord , ruminating that ſweete 
word which was the 2 oadeakich 
thou didſt ytter vpon the Crofle. 

Amen] ſay vnto thee , this day 
thou Shalt be with me in Paradice. 

Let this be frequently in your 
- mouth , but let it be more fre- 

quently lodged in your hart , for 
cucntherfor it is of a more {weete 


_  Thomasa Kempis. © 249" 
relish becauſe ic was ſpoken «by - 
thee vpon the Croſſe. For -the 
words which were pronounced by. 
the ſacred mouth of my - crucifted-. 
Lord , afford 'a more diuine ſweet- 
nelſe , and: much more efhcacie. 
And therfor .. they - onght to be: 
thought vpon with more applica- 
tion. and to -be ruminated- with. 
more greedinclle, God grant that 
I may deſcrue ſo to liue , and & 


endeuour to ſerue my Lord, that 
at the houre of my ſoules, depar- 
, ture ont of this body, 1. may be 


made worthy to heare., this fwee- 
teſt voyce from heauen : this day 
thou shalt be with me in paradice, 


_ O! and that thou wouldit alſo fay 


that other moſt ſweete word to 


thy ſeruant : Goe too good and: 
faithfull ſeruant in little mat- 
ters , enter into the oy" of thy. 
Lord. For then it is , < th there 
will be nothing found better ;no- 
thing more gratcfull , then to.. 


KY: 
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haue done, well in our life tyme, 
and to haue ſcrued thee faithfully 
cucn yntodeath, 


—_— 


THE XXIV. CHAP, 


Of the famous titles of the name 
_ of Ieſusplacedauer his heade. 


"Oy Blelle and glue thee than- 
Kes, 6 Lord Ieſu Chrift 


thou Pri nce of all, power , and: 


Kinge of all t he creatures, for that 


famous title, of thy ſacred and. 


. bleſſed name which was placed 
oucr thy. heade ,. being fairely en- 
grauen 'vpon the Croſle* by the 
xelident P ilate, in the three moſt 
- famous tongues of all theworld , 
to witt, in Hebrew , Grecke, and 
Latine, in this forme, and in theſe 
- words following: Itesvs oF Na- 
ZARETRA KiINGESOF THE 


| 


” - DNV FP 


Thomas d Kempis. 15 ' 
Itwes. O truly admirable title, 


neuer inuented by the art of man, 


bur rather forſcene and inſpired 
from all eternitie by the diuine 
prouidence, Pilate therfor nei- 
ther ought , nor could write other - 
wiſe, then he . was inſtructed by 
thy ation. W hence itis alſo, 
that the myſticall ſenſe of this 
title is expreſfied in theexcellent- 
bookes of the Prophetes. W har 
therfor the holy Scripture had 
longe before foretold , and what 
fame had ſpredd abrode touching 
the prayſe of thy ſweet and myld 


name, that doth this | Thane by 


divine inſtin&, cauſe to be written - 
vpon a {male table, to the eter* 
nall memorie of Chriſt crucihed : 
Itesvs of. NaAzarETH KinGRE. 
oF THE IftwEs, Hence it was 
that many of the Iewes — 


read this title they were nad wit 


enuic , nor could their high preiſts 


endure to ſee the _-_ of thy 


v] 
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hame ſetr out in writing ; which- 


they endeuoured with all their art 


and power to obſcure, yea, and: 


what is yet more mad , tocxtin- 


guish thy life with thy name. And 


therfore they blame Pilate for. 
putting ſo noble a -title , ſaying: 
Doe not twrite King of the Je wes , 


but becanſe he ſaid ; 1am the Kinge 


of the Tewes, For the Iewes feared - 


to be confounded, and that it 


would be peers to them as a. 


cryme , that they had crucified the 


Kinge of their owne nation, And. 


leaſt"this might haue bene diuul- 


ped further abrode , they deſired: 
the title might haue bene changed, , 
that ſoit might not haue appeared-: 


thar Igſus was crucified by their 
malice; but rather for the cryme 


of aff:Qed dominion, ( becauſe he- 


durſt call himſelf , Kinge , ) who 


yet indeede had neuer exerciſed; 


any regall pompe inthis world. 


2. 'O moſt wicked Iewes, what. 


| 


md. ci 


AS ih AS Sroctt.. 7 A 


 Thom4sa Kempis. * 393: 
you feyne is falſe, and: you your - 
ſelues are guiltie in cuery thing. 


You are the principall murtherers 


of the ſonne of God, Nor haue you 
any cxculſe , how ecucr you ende-- 
uour by craft to cloake your hor- 


ride cryme, For you it was, who.. 


before Pilate refuſed. a iuſt and- 
innocent perſon , and-demanded. 
that a murcherer might be deliuc-- 


red and pardoned. Nor.yet could. 


you compaſle your deſigne , and 
preuayle that the truth of the title 
might be corrupted , and ſo yon 


feeme to haue washed. your ſelues of 


the cryme. But Pilate bing much 
more innocent, in. point. of the 
death of our Lord ; much truer in 
putting downe the title , and more - 
conſtant in anſwering your wicked . 
emulation and -malice , replyed : 
what 1haze written, I. haue writ- 
tex. If you delire toread it, reade 
it. If not, l<titalone bur as for me, 
"r . 
you shall neuer force me itom the 
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ſentence kauc- once pronouncet: 
what 1 bane wrirten , { haue vwrit- 
rex. I neither published this litle 
by your counſell, nor will I change 
' irvpon your diſlike bur as I pro- 
nounced it , fo $hall-it remayne, 
Ir was God, not-man-that inſpi- 
red it. And therfor I will haue it 
ſtand in full force and- vigour I de- 
clarc it true ; nor sha[lany perſua- 
ſton moue me to change or corrupt 
ir,, but I command it to be figni- 
fyed and published in all rongues, 
and toall people. IEsvs oF- Na- 
ZARETH K1INGE OF THE 
IztwEs. O magnanimous Preſi- 
dent, thou haſt written admirably 
well , and returned them a right 
anſwer; I prayſe thee, for that thou 
did{t frame (o ficting and facred-a 
. title of Irfus of Nazareth, and fo 
eouragioully refuted the Iewes, 
Marric in this I prayſe thee not, 
that thou gaueſt conſent to Chriſts 


| 


. death ; for in that bchalfe thou 
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didſt greeuouſly offend; And learne 
thou, © thou denonte diſciple of 
Chriſt , wiſely to -obſerue the 
words of thisticle', ſtudiouſly. to - 


reade them, and reuerently-topro- 


nounce them : for the vcrie rea- 
ding of this title is , wonderfull | 
preualent againſt the feare-of .the 
enemy ; Igsyvs OF NAzARBSTH 
KinGE oF THE l:wes. Make 
the ſigne of the holy Croſſe, vpon 
your forcheade and breaſt , and. 
deuoutly reade” the words.-of this 


title and you $hall'find a-notable 


comfort in your difficulties -and 
anxicties. For the-power of Chriſt, 
and firme faith in God, will not 

rmitt thee to be-in danger, when 
thou inuokeſtthe bleſſed name of 
Ieſus. Iesvs o0® NAZARETH 
K1nGEe oF THE Itwrgs, Noe 
eloquence can ſufficiently exprelle, 
noe hart can conceiue to the full, 
the delightes ofthis moſt«glorious 
"tle; There arc but fourc words , 
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and yet they lead the whole world: 
into-the veneration of this hea- 
- uenly name. Oall you Princes, of 
the world: then , @ all you tribes. 
and people , heare , reade,and lay. 
Hayle Jeſus. of Nazareth Kinge- 
of the [ewes who didſt-dye for - 
laluation of the people. 

3. O Iclu of Nazareth , thou: 
peerleflſe flowre of rhe Virgine 
Marie ! O illuſtrious ſonne of Da- 
uid , the onely begotten of the Fa-. 
ther _—_— write thy ſweete- 
and excellent name in faire and 
laſting letters, in the table of my 
hart , togeither with the holy and. 
glorious title of thy .Crofle, con- 
teyning the cauſe of thy death,that. 
I may diligently contemplate it, 
and reade it verie frequently to + 
the gloric of thy holy name. May. 
this title prouc a comfortable cor- 
diall to me in all my preſſures, and 
a {ingular fortreſle againſt the aſ- 


faults of temptation, Let the wic=- 


; —_ . 
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ked fpirir depart from me, let the 
heates of concupiſcence perish , 
and let the whole world waxe bit- 
ter to-me , when I reador thinke 


of ISyvs or NazanetgmTyYy 


KE1NGE of THE lewes, For 
there is. nothing more ſweete , 
more wholſome, more efhicacious 
then Ieſus : nothing more white 
more pure , more holy then Na- 
zareth. Nothing more worthy , 
more powerfull , more ſublime 
then the Kinge of the Iewes, Let 
therfor- noe enemye obſtruCt. me, 
noe plague infect me, noe calami- 
tie oppreſle me , when I humbly 
implore thy ayde, © ſweete Ielu , 
or remember thy paſlion, or ru- 
Minate and Keepe this title in my 
mouth or mynd , /eſ#s of Naza- 


reth Kinge of the Jewes, O my four 
ueraignely amiable Ieſu, thou art 


my king , and thou art my God, 
fngularly ſweete , and more then. 
moſt laudable. Sweete in the man- 
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ger, ſweeter on.the Croſſe , moſt 
fweete in thy royall throne, For 
thou waſt crucified ont of the in- 
firmitic of the flesh , ' yet now 
thouliucſt by. the power o#God , 
ſitting at the right hand of thy fa- 
ther , exalted aboue all. creatures. 
for cucrand cucr. Amen, 


— —— 


THE XXV. CHAP. 


of the Virgine mothers ſorrow 
and. compaſſion. , and of the 


mutuall commendations of the 
bleſſed Virgine Marie and'S, 
7 obn-: 


1; ] Bleſſe and giue thee than«. 

kes, 6 Lord Teſu Chriſt rhon 
comforter of all that forrow ; for 
thy dolorous and mercifull loo- 
king vpon thy- moſt beloued--mo« 
ther who ſtoode at the foote of the 
GCrollc , . opprefled with exceſliue 
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reat ſorrow , the greatneſle 
wherof thou beſt knoweſt , who 
waſt the moſt ſecreete beholder of 
Her harte. For thou hadſt nothing 
inthe earth dearer then thy Vir- 
gine mother ;. and she againe loued. 
nothing fo dearely as-thee her 

ſonne , whom $he bore, Knowin 
lim with allto be- the Lord of al 
thinges , and her owne maker. 
Bcholding thee then , whom $he 
loued aboue all 'thinges., hunge 
ypon the Crofle , she remayncd-: 
rather-in thee then in her. ſelfe, 
and being, as it were , tranſported 
out of her ſelfe, she too, hunge cru- 
cified with thee in ſpitit , though 
in bodice she ſtoode weepinge below 
at the foote of the. Crolle. I prayſc 
and glorife thee for the exceliias | 
compaſſion wherby -thou didſt, 
like a louing child , condoke- 


with thy moſt mournefull mother, 
which did indeede repute all thy 
\dolours ., her owne , andreſcnted . 
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eucery wound of thync, as though: 
it had bene her owne , and she ſtil] 
ſuffered new tortures, as her mo» 
therly, eyes diſconered new 
ſtreames of bloud iſſue out of rhy 
body ; or heard thy voyce from. 
the Crofle directed to her. (elfe. 1 
prayſe & glorifie thee for the myld 
words which thou addreflcdſt to 
that deſolate mother of thyne, and 
for that thou didſt recommend her 
to thy beſt beloued Apoſtle Iohbn, 
astro a molt faithfall Prouilour, 
and didſt aſſociate a Vi irgine to a 
Virginc in a moſt indifloluible tye | 
of charitie, ſaying : Woman beheld 
thy ſonne, And then to thy Dil-. 
Ciple : behold thy mother, O happic 
' conjunction, ! ©. gratefull recom- 
mendation , which was aſlociated 
and conſecrated by a Virginall 
puritie, For in this word thou did(t 
teſtific the pious ſolicitude of a 
child for his mothers honour , to 
whom thou gaueſt the ſolace ofa 


+ 
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chaſte Diſciple , and ſubſticuted., 


asit were , anothers ſonne 'in thy 
place, who was ſutable to her 
chaſte manners , and would be 
carcfull to pronide her of neceſla- 
rics in paint of her liucly hoode. 
This was a thinge that well þe- 
came thy hl:al prouidence ; that ſo 
hely a mother , and ſo vnſpotted a 
Virgine , might not mille of a 
faithfull ſcruant., leaſt She might 
haue bene. concetued to he forſa» 
ken, and Icft among the Iewes as 
a .forloerne creature , being now 
yponthe point co, be deprived. of 
thy blelled preſence. 

2, Now, © pious mother-of 
:God B. 'Marie., doe:thou grate- 
fully imbrace this thy ſonns holy 
ordimance, and excellent di 
tion. Receiue this Diſciple :ints 
«thy affeftion., whom thy Gs le- 
fas: hath- configned: thee, This'is 
Fohn the Apolttc , a choyce Vir- 
gine 3 and more: belouced then. all 
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the reſt, ſweete in manners , be- 
nigne-in ſpeech , bashfull in -his 
look es modeſt in his gate, ſober in 
his diet , homely in his atrire 
prompt- in obſequuouſneſle , and 
readie -in obedience. This is the 
moſt loning Diſciple, by birth one 
ofthyne owne Kinſmen, a perſon 
of great renowne, pure-in mynde, 
Virginall in body , agreeable to 
God, deareto all, and, 0 mother 
of God, altogeither worthy of thy 
ſocietie, I Know -well:, that what 
pleaſeth thy ſonne, did alwaycs, 
and ſtill doth, pleaſe thee : that 
thou cheifly delireſt that , which 
he orders to bedone, who ſought 
not his owne, but his fathers will 
in all his ations. And therfor I 
cannot doubt but that thou art 
well pleaſed, that being readic to 
leaue thee, he left Iohn to be his 
Vicaire in his place. And now 
holy Iohn , receiue awishfull trea- 
ſurewhich.is commended to thee. 


| 
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Receiue- the venerable mother of 
God, the Qugene of hcauen, the 
emprelle of theworld ,.thy beloued 
Aunte, thy mothers lifter, a holy 
Virgine, Hitherto' «the Vleſſed 
Virgine Marie bath-bene called 
thy Aunte by right of bloud; but 
now by a moreiacred order, and 
diaine right, she shall be called 
thy ire a6 , who by fſpeciall 
grace was Committe1 to thy care. 
And thou who waſt formerly cal- 
led the ſonne of lebedeus accor- 
ding tothe flesh, the brother of 
Iames the greater, and the kin(- 
man of our Sauiour , and after- 
wards becamedſt the Diſciple of 
Ieſus, now-thou-shalt be called by 
a ney name , the adoptiuc ſonye of 
Marie , as being one that 
hence forth obey her with afilia 
affeftion. Accomplish that then, 
which Chriſt commanded, com- 
plic with his holy ord inance and 
thou shalt be gratcfull to every 
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one , and honorable to the whole 
world. 

3. Bleſſed Tohn began to com- 
plye with what he was comman- 
ded by-Icſus vponthe Crofle : for 
from that houre the Diſciple re- 
ceiued her as his owne , and had 
care of her, diligently ſerued her 
moſt deuoutly om, her as his 
owne mother, .and cordially loued 
her. Reioyce  againe and againe 
moſt bleſſed Iohn in the pledge in- 
truſted with thee : for what Chriſt 
had moſt deare in this world , he 
confidently leaues in thy hands. 
He ftrangely inriched thee, when 
he bequeathed thee Maricfor a 
legacie , whom neither the !An- 
gells can ſufficiently honour, nor 
yn" world perfectly prayſe, 
Chriſt conferred the keyes of the 
Kingdome of heauen vpon Peter, 
but thee he makes his. mothers 
'Chamberlaine. Marie was for- 


merly clpouſed to holy —_ , 
ut 
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butnow , in the ſecond place, she 
is commended to 'thee. To him it 
was faid by the Angell, feare not 
to take Marie thy wife , but now 
the Lord of the Angells faith to 
thee , behold thy. mother : that as 
he was not wanting to the B, Vir- 

inc at the natiuitie of her ſonne, 
lo thou 5houldſt not be wanting to 
her at the paſſion of Chriſt , nor 
for a long tyme after his Aſcen- 
fion into Heauen. Had that moſt 
bleſſed S. Iohn Baptiſte as yer ſur- 
wiued , he would haue ſeemed: to 
me , a veric fitt Miniſter , and an 
excellent Paranymphe by the 
right of bloud, and the merite of 
chaſtitie, But wheras Ioſeph ap- 
payne not , ( for as concerning 

im we haue noe light to know 
whether he was yet alive, or els 
departed this life , and Iohn after 
he had bene long time detayned in 
priſon, was at length ſlayne : and 
Icfus now being readie ye , will 
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Shortly be ſnatched from his ma. 
thers light. Supplie chou the places 
of all thouſe deare ones , and be 
thou in licu of Chriſt , the pledge 
of the ſonne that is taken from 
Marie. I am confident in Chriſt 
Ieſus , thatirt will be a worke moſ 
agreeable to thy brother james , 
and all the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
nor will any friends cnuie chee this 
happineſle , but cuery denoute 
foule will cheerefully rejoyce with 
thee. 

4. Thy great abundance of ver: 


rue deſcrued this great priuiledge; p 
to witt» thy perfect contempt of | 


the world , thy loueof Iclus, the 
ſweetneſle of thy manners , the 
virginall puritic of thy conſcience, 
the probitie of thy life. Receiue 
then the mother of Chriſt into thy 
cuſtodie, and thou $hall obteyne 
abundance of grace therby. With 
her thou $halt highly aduance, 


for by her words thou shalc be in- | 
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ſtructed , edified by her examples 
aſſiſted by her prayers, excited by 
her admoniſſions, inflamed by her 
charitic , drawen by her deuotion 
cleuated in contemplation , reple- 
nished with ioy , ouerflow in de = 
lightes, poſſeſſed of heauenly ble 
ſings. Thou $halt recciue diuine 
myſteries from her mouth ; thou 
$balt diſcouer hidden things , be 
made capable of wonders , and 
ynderſtand more then thou wilt 
be able to expreſſe. By the happi- 
nelſe of her preſence you $hall be 
more chaſte , and remayne more 


mom Her aſpe@ is puritie , 


er ſpeech pm—_ » her ac- 
tion juſtice, her reading, leſus, 
her meditation Chriſt , her con« 


templation God himſclfe, The 


beautic of her countenance shines 


like light , her face full of vene- 


ration , hurts none ; her decent 


'comlineſſe makes the beholder 


become chaſte, and her diſcourſa 
= M ij 
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putts all cuill ro flight, Such and: 
fo great is the digmitie of Marie, 
thar she outſtrippes all che Saintey 
in puritic and grace. To her $halg 
thou be ſecretarie , appointed by 
the ſouucraigne Kinge of Heauen, 
Afﬀord her therfor a diligent ob- 
{ſcruance , honour , and vigilant 
care. And now ſtand neere thi 
Croſſe, be at hand to obſerue the 
Virgine, ſupport her being wearis 
in thy armes, imbrace Marie, lift 
her vp when $he begins to fainte 
away , and comfort her in her 
mourncfull condition. Wcepe with 
her weeping, ligh with her rr, 
goe with her when $he goes , ſtay 
with her when she ſtaycs, and fitt 
downe with her when $hT fitts. 
Depart not from her amiſt her dq- 
lours , but compleate the worke of 
mercy. This done , make thy 
ſelfe readic for the funcralls of 
dying Telus, Conduct her a lo 
with thee to the place of che ſepul- 
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cher , accompanie her backe to 
the Cittie, lead her into her lodg- 
ing , and comfort her whois the 
comforter of all in deſolatis, Bec an 
arigelicall miniſter , afford comfore 


 forthis.tyme, toone more worthy 


then chy (elfe. For Chriſt himſelfe 
was comforted by an Angell in bis 
agonie. And though he needed 
fot, yet would he be viſited by his 
inferiour , nor refuſed he to admite 
ofa comforter. See then moſt deare 
Apoltle , to What hartie obſe- 
cuouſneſle thon art called , what 
kind of Virgine is commirtcd to 
thy care, and whoſe mother is ins 
truſted in' thy hands to be Kept. 
Andnow I befeech thee pray fer- 
ventiy for me a {inner i chat I alſo 
tay be fernent in the loue of 


_ Chriſt,and be found deuoure in the 


B. Virgines prayſes, and compal- 
fionate in her dolours. 


_ M iij 
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"THE XXVI. CHAP. 


of the heroicall ertues of the 

| bleſſed Virgine , and of her 

 dolours-ard tear es, | 
"6 


" ] Bleſſe afayſe , and glorifie 
theeg oly Virgine Maric 
mother of God , for all the ble(- 


gittes which Ggd heaped 
plentifully Fpon thee ; for thyne 
innumerable vertues-;| and the 

iuiledges of greateſt graces 
wherby thou didſt moſt gloriouſly 
outshincall the Saintes in carth ; 
that thou waſt held worthy to be 
the mother of God, and that thou 
Shouldſt nourish in thy ſacred 
wombe the word of God which 
tooke flesh of thee; and that thou 
Shouldſt lift , imbrace and beare 


| 


bim in thy bleſled armes I blefle, 


Thomas 4 Kempis.” 29 
prayſe, and honour thee , thou 
ele&tcd mother of God, and thou 
humble hand mayde of God for 
all the louing ſcruices, and neceſ- 
faric afſiſtances which thou didft 
afford to Chriſt thy ſonnein flesh: 
and for the many perſecutions, 
penuries, labours, and wearineſles 
which thon didſt myldly endure 
with him, I bleſle ; prayſe and ma- 

nifie thee 0 admirable Marie, the 
mother and daughter of the Kinge 
of crernall glorie , for the ſweete 
conferences which thou frequently 
hadſt with thy ſweet Ieſus ; for the 
Deifying ſpeeches which thou 
wiſely hadſt from his mouth, & di- 
ligently layd vpina chaſte breaſt, 
and ſweetly rel1shed in thy hart : 
for the huge great conſolations 
which thou frequently receinedſt 
from him : for thy exceſliue ioyes , 
and diuine jubilations ryſing from 
his, and the holy ghoſts preſence, 
which thou didſt ſo long and car- 

M iiij 
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. acſtly delire, 1 bleſle, prayſe, and 
magnihe thee; my wel venerable 
Lady holy Maric , for thy moſ 
pureand holy life , moſt gratefall 
to God and his Angells, ledd for 
a long tyme in much pouertic , 
and hilence with thy ſonneleſus, 
being tryed in many preſſures and 
aduerfities, and left toall the faitty 
full for an example which th 
ought deuoutly to imitate; as alfo 
tothe yniuerſall Church to profit 
by ,cuen tothe end of the world. 
2. I blefle, prayſe . and glorifte 
thee, © moſt benigne and deuoute 
Maric mother of God , for all thy 
denou exerciſes, and holy medi 
pations in the lawe of God which | 
thou didſt performe both day and 
night ; for thy moſt fernent 
prayers, and tearcs , powred out 
with great inſtance , and thy | 
faſtings imployed for the conuer> 
fion of linners , and the per- 


ſucrance of the juſt ; for the great 
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| compaſſion thou hadſt of the poote 


ind infirme, with thoſe in temps 
fation and in great anguish ; fot 
thy carneſt efie of the faluation 
of mankind , which thou fore kne- 
wedſt was to be redeenied by the 
bitter death of thyne owtnle child. 
And all beit thou Jonedſt thy ſonne 
with an incomparable loue , yet 
didſt thou not retarde him from the 
horride torments of the Croſle , 
but wholy didſt ſtubmire thy felfe 
togeither with him to his fathers 
divine ordonnance. Howbeit 
thou didfſt vehemently condole 
with him in [all his penall fuffe» 
rances, and didſt follow Icſus who 
preceeded cuen to the ignominte 
of the Croflſe with an vndaunted 
courrage, without cuer regarding 
the Diſciples flight, or the Iewes 
crueltie , reſoluing rather to dye 
with him , ithen to abandonne thy 
deare ſonne in ſuch extremitie of 
diſtreſle, I bleſle , _ > and 
V. 
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highly extolle thee, 6 thou moſt 
louing mother of God, heauenly 
Marie 3 for thy perſcuerance in 
firme faith , and perfe@ charitie, 
when , the Apoſtles themſelues, 
flying for feare, and ſome alſo fol- 
lowing with shame , thou alone 
didſt moſt conſtantly Keepe vp the 
light of faith clearcly shining in. 
the tyme of thy ſonns paſſion with- 
out being ſubic&t to be  extin-. 
guished: nor didſt thou.entertayne. 
any doubt of hisreſurrection with- 
in three dayes , as he had clearely, 
foretold with his owne mouth. 
Yea when all Iceſus his friends were 
diſperſcd , thou the moſt dolorous, 
of mothers madeſt haſte to Calua# 
ric attended with a. weake troupe, 
of. women. , making thy. way. 
through. the midſt of rroupes of, 
rageing men.,. that thou migtheſt. 
ſpeedily gaine necre.to thy ſonne, 
readie to be crucibed , and fee him 
once againe aliue_in flesþ, and re-. 


Themas & Kempis 

ceiue from him a word of pious 

commendation before he dycd, 
_ bleſle, prayſe , and com- 


. mend thee in. the moſt excellent 


manner I amable+,ro holy and ima- 
culate Virgine Marie for thy do- 
lorous ſtanding ncere Ieſus his 
Crolle, where thou ſtoodlt a long 
tyme wearie and afflicted ſmyc 
trough with the ſ-:ord of ſorro:y 
according to Symeons Prophecie 3 
for the abundance of teares which 
thou didſt then shewre downe, for 
the greateſt of hdelities , and moſt 
cloſc adheerence which thou didft 
make appeare to thy dying ſonne 


in his extreame neceſlitie. For the- 
great contrition of thy hart which. 


thou didit moſt Sharply feele in 


the moment of his expiring, For- 
that. monrnefull aſpect of t yne,, 


when thou beheldſt him hanging 
deade-before thyne eyes : for Pole 
pious imbraces wherwith thou 
didſt recciue him downe from the 
M. vj 
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Croſſe into thy tender mortherg 
armes , and lodged him in thy 
monefull boſome:for thy monrne- 
full-paſlage to the place of the ſe- 
pulcher , when with weeping eyes 
thou didſt follow the footſteps of 
thoſe that carried his holy corps, 
beholding him putt into the mo- 
nument , and shutt vp vnder a 
great ſtone , for thy lamentable 
returning backe from the graue, 
and entrie backe into thy lodging; 
where, inthe midſt of many 1 ith. 
full foules aſſembled togeither , 
thou didſt moft plentifully deplore, 
with renewed lamentations , the 
fresh death of thy louelic, and be- 


loued ſonn e,& obligc Qt A a tarrc Fon 


of thoſe that beheld thee to share 
in thy lamentations. Condolc then. 
my foule with this dolorous Vir- 
vine , this mournecfull morher , 
this louing Marie. If thou foucſt 
Marie, thou oughteſt to partici- 
pate in her {o great dolours, that 
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zhe may comfort thee in thy gree« 
uances. Bchold the pious mothex 
bewayles her onely child ; Marie 
Cleophe , her deareſt nephew ; 
Marie Magdalene , the Phyfitian 
that cured her wounds. Iohn de- 
plores his deareſt Maſter, All the 
Apoſtles togeither lament that 
their good Lord is taken from the. 
Who then would not lament where 
fo many friends lament togeither. 

4. Truly the lamencation was 
excceding great in Hieruſfalem 
Makealſo | » my ſoule, a ſtand 
here and learne of the mother 
Virgine to.Jament ,' whoſe bitter 
teares Should be. powerfull enough, 
r2:monooh#Hrwotrome of thy hart 
cocompaſhon. Behold, she ftands 
now hard by the Crolle wounded 
with excefle of ſorrow , who ſome- 
tyme ſtoode by the manger , where 


| her eares. and hart was filled with 


heauenly. harmonie, She is now 
moleſted with the icwish: cla=- 
mours , who formerly was comfar« 
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tcdwithangelicall ſalutations. She: 
is nowattircd in mourning weedes,, 
whom Kinges. did whileome ho- 
nour. Now $he is ſprinkled: with 
her ſonns bloud , who was here- 
tofore bleſſed with. his. beautifull 
aſpe&t. She ſees him hunge bet- 
wixt two-thecues, ba had 
often ſcene working miracles 
among the people. She ſecs him 
like a Leaper ( fois he deformed 
with goaric bloud.? ). whomshe 
had knowen to haue rendered the 
leaprous faire and beautifull. She 
conſiders him defeated with innu- 
merable torments, who. freed the 
infirme of all their languishments.. 
She beholds him ſubiect ro death, 
vw ho reſtored deade Lazarus to his. 
former ſtate of life. All her joyes 
are turned into lamentations., all. 
her. delightes, into. deſolations.. 
That bright ſtarre of the ſea, is 
inuolued in many. ſtormes of mi- 
ſeries ;.but- her hart permanently. 
fixcdin God, is not shaken with 


| 
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humane malice.. She ſtands then, 
necre the Crofle , keeping con- 
ſtancie , retayning patience ,. ex- 
hibiting fidelitie ,, demonſtrating 
charitie , not fearing the minaccs 
of death, nor flying the contempts 
of the wicked, She. endures all 
with an.cucn and well compoſed 
mynd, ſtrjues to. comfort her (elfe 
in her humble ſonne, and anſwers 
nota word to her cruell enemyes; 
you heare noe inſolent wordes fall 
from her , nor shewes she any mo- 
tions of indignation ;_ but _ 
profoundly. , weepes bitterly ,, 
gricues anxiouſly , ſuffers inte- 
riourly, and is exceeding afflicted, 
She is not angrie with thoſe that 
crucifie him , but praycs for the 
malignant ,. ſorrowes for his deri- 
ders , and- expreſſes grones for 
thoſe that blaſpheame Chrilt. 

5. Soſtands the mother of Ieſus 
neere the Croſle , ſwimming in 
teares, and by her myld example, 
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affords the comfort of patiencets 
all that are afflicted. O- all you 
that paſſe by Caluarie ; reflc& how 
dolourouſly B. Marie ſtands;looke 
towards the right hand of the 
Crolle, and ſee crucifyed Marie; 
whether there be any ſorrow like 
to her ſorrow : and whether there 
was cuer mother in the word , who. | 
had ſo much loue and compaſſion 
for a ſonne. For noe member ofthe 
body of Ieſus was wounded, but 
it proucd a wound to her foule: 
and she ſuffers as many Martir- 
domes , as she-beholds bloudie 
markesof herdeare child. Haue a 
care then, 6 deuoute ſoule , to 
locke vp all theſe thinges in thy 
. breaſt, Be myld and ſtronge as of- 
ten asthe houre of tribulation ap- 
proches. Benorttroubled, nor be- 
haue thy ſelfe deſperately, if chou 
beeſt depriued of what thou moſt 
loueſt , or beeſt refuſed what thou 
eoncciueſt necellarie. For Telus his 


Thomas 4 Kempis; 281 
deareſt friends are wount to be 
tryed by moſt grieuous afflictions. 
"<l r;h if God ſpared not his owne 
onely ſonne , but expoſed him to 
moſt cruell corments for our fakes, 
why should we expe& ioyes here 
belowe 2 If Chriſt ſought nor him- 
ſelfe , . but was obediently prepa« 
red to what was moſt ignominious , 
and paincfull, why doſt thou, 6 
fearc labour and dolonr , and doft 
not rather imbrace whatis hard 
and painefull for the loue of thy 
crucified Lord 2 If he permitted his 
moſt holie mother to mecte with 
many aduerſities in this world ; if 
he ſuffered her to paſle through 
many tribulations , and vehe- 
mently to weepe and wayle , how 
canſt thou hope to line without 
preſſures. Nay should you conft- 
derall Gods friends, you Will find 
noneof them that haue ended the 
perilous navigation of this life 


Vithout a sharpe tryall. Taks 
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therfor an example of inuincibke 
patience, from the piCture of the 
crucifixe, and his molt blefſced mo- 
ther ; and feare not to endure a 
litle , both for your owne falua- 
tion ; tomake ſome ſmale returne 
to Ieſus for his infinite Joue,, and 
alſoto rcioyce in the eternall con- 
templation of his glorious face in 
the reuclation of the glorie he 
hath *promiſ:d. The moſt mylde 
mother of God with all , is not 
wanting to haue a pious compal- 
fion of the afflicted, She hath 
learned by the thinges which $she 
herſelfe ſuffered , to be affetio- 


natly mercifull to the miſerable, 


She will not be vnmyndfull of her 
poore friends. She will be preſent 
to ſuch ag. pray , she will helpe 
thoſe that ſcriouſly implore her 
ayde, and will be propitious to all 
her ſeruants. 

6, O moſt mercifull Ieſa, thou 
Greete ſonne of Marie, infuſe, I 
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beſcech thee , the grace of de- 
uoute teares into my hart and 
wound it with a deepe ſenſe of true 
compaſſion whervith thy pious 
mothers interiour was wounded. 
Looke vpon me with thoſe eyes of 
pittic , with which thou beheldeſt 
thy mother , and thy Diſciple, 
while th:y ſtoode weeping vnder 
the Croſle, and thou didſt com- 
mend the one to the other ', lea- 
ving them thy laſt fare well in this 
affectionate ſpeech :. behold thy 
ſonne :and, behold thy mother. V 1- 
lite me, I beſeech thee in thy fal» 
uation , before my dcath : and 

rant. that Lmay heare that voyce, 
which S. Iohn heard from the 
Crofle : behold thy mo. her. | That 
by the hearing of this word my 
ſoule may be ſurely defended from 
the danger of the roaring foe, O 
my moſt clement Lady, holy Ma- 
rie, thoumoſt faithfull Aduocate 
of all Chriſtians ; I beſeech thee by 
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all thy ſingular merites wherby 
thou waſt fo pleaſing in the fight 
of God , and by all the obſcr- 
nuances full of humanitie which 
thou did(t moſt gratcfully pay to 
thy ſonne; and by the teares which 
thou didſt moſt plcntifully shed at 
his bitter paſſis, that chou would(t 
pleaſe to be mercifull to me a poore 
creature ; taking me intothy mo= 
therly protection , - out of thy 
wonred pictic, And number me 
among thoſe ſcruants of thyne, 
who are imbraced and carcſled by 
thy ſpeciall loue, O my onely 
hope, thou glorious Virgine Ma» 
ric , come awhy , and shew me 
thy face , before my foule depart 
out of this body , and turne chofs 
thy mercifull eyes towards me 
with thy wonted clemencie | and 
cheerefulneſſe , with which thou 
didſt moſt frequently and joyfully 
behold the blefled fruite of thy 
wombe , Iclus , and which thou 
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didſt water with many teares at 
his B, paſſion, Stande cloſe to me 
at that houre , © moſt holy mother 
of Eefus, with the Fwcere quires of 
thy Virgines , and with the holy 
focietie of all the Saintes, as thou 
ſtoodſt ciolſe by thy beſt - beloued 
ſonne readie to dye vpon the 
Crofle with perſeuerance and fi- 
delitie to the end : becauſe after. 
thy onely deare ſonne my Lord Ie- 
{us Chriſt,I find noe conſolation in, 
my neceffitie ſo powerfull, and fs, 
readie at hand as thyne , © moſt 
ſenigne mother of all the defer 

te, 
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THE XXVII, CHAP, 


Of 1 eſ1 us bus ſtrong crye Vpou 
the Croſſe , Heli Heli 
lamazabachani. 


1. | Bleſſe and giue thee thankes, 

0 Lord Icſu Chriſt,thou moſt 
louing ſfonne of thy Fathers loue, 
for thy great and ſolitarie aban- 
donnement vpon the Croſle, when 
thou waſt forfaken by God the Fa- 
ther , by all the heauenly hoſtes, 
by all the world, in the moment 
of sharpeſt neceſlitie , cuen as a ves 
ric alicne and vnknowne perſon, 
as though thou hadſt not bene in- 
deedethe ſonneof God , or one of 
any power or authoritic , none ad- 
hearing to thee , ſaue onely thy 
moſt Grrowfull mother , togel- 


ther with the Diſciple to whom 
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She 'was commended , and a few 
poore women , Who could hardly 
ſpeake one word to thee for dolour 
and anguisb, I prayſe and glorific 

| thee, for that | cryc , when 
thou didſt burſt out intothis la- 
mentable yoyce, in the hearing of 
many , ſaying Heli Hel: Iamaza- 
batani. In which word thou did(t 
truly and plainly expreſle the 
greatneſſe of thy tormentes, and 
the with drawing of all conſolation 
and how much thou didſt ſuffer for 
the ſaluation of man , by whom 
thou walſt ſcttat noe rate, yea waſt 
reputed a - moſt wicked malefa- 
four , and vtterly vnworthy to 
live. Confider my foule'this word 
of Ieſu, with all poſſible diligence, 
which was vttered for thy lingu- 
hr inſtruction. Behold this with 
altonisghment , that the Lord of 
all thinges, who ſtands in neede of 
nothing , should be reduced. to 
this extreame calamitie ; as te 
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teſtifie his neceſhtie to his fathers: 
cares ; that he should complaine 
he was forſaken by his father, who 
workes all thinges togeither with 
him. That he should shew himſelfe 
oucrloaden , who beares all the 
world with out difticultie : that he 
confeſſes that he is an exile and ne- 
ceſlitous creature , who is accuſto-. 
med to comfort the ſforrowfull and 
infirme : that he whois the cheife 
vmpicr of all our defires , and is 
wont to heare the poore mans 
prayers,should ſend out an humble 
demande, ſaying : Hy God , my 
Ged, wby haſt thon forſaken me ? 
to witt , from the begining of his 

allion till that houre, noe word 
o lamentable iflued from his 
mouth. 

2, Acknowledge therfor , 6 
Chriſt, thyne owne voyce, crying 
out for me vpon the Croſfle in thy 
. paſſible flesh ; for thy deſolation 
and abandonment is my conſola- 
10h, 
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tion , thy complaint-is my ſuccoar, 
thy infirmitie my healh, thy pu- 
nischment my ſatisfaction for all 
my finnes and. oftences. Thou art 
a heauenly phylitian” who out of a 
great ſenſe of compaſſion haſt plun- 

ed thy ſelfe into innumerable 
Es and torments. And thence 
it is that thouart infirme with the 
infirme, thou forrowelſt with the 
forrowfull , and art contriſtated 
with the offender , and complai- 
neſt with ſuch as ſuffer ; and crying 
-out , thou ſupplicates for thy in- 
firme members. Whence we are 
to conclude, that that voyce was 
avoycec of the flesh, and the ſen- 
ſuall part, not of murmuring and 
deſparation. The flesh, indeede, 
feeles the paine , wiych was not 
obnoxious to any fault. The moſt 
' | Innocent body endures a moſt hor- 
_. ride punishment, while the ſoule is 
in the fruiti6 of endlefle beatitude, 
and yet noe »paine 1s demwinished 
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by the prefence of the Deitie; bin 
' a wonderfull fortitude is added to 
patience, that the redemption of 
of mankind 'might be perfectcd, 
W hat faichfull foule will not k- 
ment vpon the hearing of tack 
thinges? Who ſo hard harted, as 
that they will not 'be moued to 
compundtion vpon the found of this 
crye ? Certes the ſenſelefle cle. 
ments shewed dreadfull ſignes of 
their compaſhon, For from the, 
till 9. houre the swfne withdrew his 
lighſomerayesfrorthe world, refu- 
fingto shine vpon vnworthy crea: 
tures, quaking toſce its creatour 
injured, mourning to:perceiue that 
theAuthourof life ſuffered punigh- 
ments, and crying .out, that it 
was not able to behold his death, | 
W hile therfor the funne mournes, 
and the carth quakes , fayle not 
thou , © reaſonable man, to putt 
on mourning ; heare leſus his crye, 
and obſerue why he crycs , and 
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what he fayes. Marke how Icſus 
paſſed through all his tribulations 
and preſſures wich patience and 
myldneſle ; nor did any thinge 
flow from his mouth bur patience 


and myldnefle. He addreſſes his 


prayer to God aboue , nameing 
noe other name but the name of 
Godalone, infinuating his defola- 


tion to his knowledge alone. He 


ſeekes noe ſolace from his mother, 
nor doth he implorefriEdsaſliſtice, 

3, Ieſus doth therfor inſtruct 
thee how: thou art to imitate him 
in tyme of deſolation. If you be 
infirme in body , if you be trou- 
bled in mynd , and irkeſome to 
your ſelfe ; if you be deſpiſed by 
others, and looſe their fauour by 
reaſon of your pouertie, or ſome 
other diſguſte, be not contriſtated, 
nor let your ſelfe ſlippe into indi- 

nation, but haue recourle ſpee- 
dily hither , chuſe this place for 
your refreshment, and haue a holy 
N ij 
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conference witn Ieſus contemned 
vpon the Crofle , and left for a 
tyme, by his heauenly father; and 
ponder the: word which he vtte- 
red : my God , my God , why haſt 
thou forſa;en me. Endeuour ther- 
for carcfully to shew your ſelfe 
myldin your infirmitic, and mur- 
mure not , Should you now and 
then be negledted by thoſe thar 
waitc on you , or be ſc]dome vilited 
by your brethren, Remember ba- 
nishcd Ieſusvpon the Crofle , and 
doc not complaine for a {male 4n- 
commoditic, Hartily delire his 
vilite , require his confolaitian 
alone, by whom you may recciue 
true comfort in your defolations, 
R elinquish thoſe trafitorie world- 
ly folaces , let not the louc of 
friends take vp your hart. Wish 
for the preſence of the Angells , 
beggethe ſaffrages of the Saintes, 
Litr vp your cycs to your cruci- 
hed Maſter : and let your thoughts 
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dwell vpon the ſacred wonnds of 
Chriſt. Implore the B, Virgines 
aſliſtance , powre out your prayers 
eſpecially ro her. Hance Maric al- 
wayes in your mynde , for she 
ſtoode moſt conſtantly. Keepe your | 
ſelfe necre the Crolle , conti- 
nnally hearing Chriſt crying our 
to his Father with a loude voyce,. 
And therfor rayſe vp your bart to. 
your heauenly countrie, excluding 
all earth'y thinges. Take God for 
your farther ; Iclus for your brother 
Marie for your mother ;the An- 
gells for your friends; and all the 
atntes for your. kinsfolkes, Of 
that high and noble race arr you, 
not by carnall origine bur by the 
libertic of the ſpirit : for being for- 
tied with ſuch garriſons , and 
being shelrered by fo dearc Pa- 
trons, you may with confidence 
expect the laſt day , and hope in 
the mercy of a moſt myld Sa- 


uiour, 


N iij 
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4. I beſeech thee , 6 thou ſu- 
came and moſt venerable Father 

of my Lord Ieſus Chriſt, to giue 

care to the prayer of thy ſeruant, 
which I humbly repreſent vnto 
thee, by rhe hands of thy beſt be- 
loued ſonne hanging vpon the 

Croſle. Pardon me all the finnes 

I. haue committed , and doe not 

withdraw the giftiof dinine grace 

farre from me ; and ſuffer me not 
to be. endangered with the more 
grieuous ſortsof temptations, nor 
to be diſturbed with inordinate 
paſſions. Proue me, 0 Lord, & trye 
me ſoas thou knoweſt itmaybe pro- 
fitable for me. But be ſure to = 
my ſoule, and worke ſuch aduan- 
tage by the temptation, that I may 
be able to ſuffer it. Turne that to 
my ſoules health , andtothe grea- 
ter increaſe of grace , which the 
craftie enemye of my ſoule ; had 
prepared to my perdition, Be ſo 
much more cloſcly and ſtrongly 
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preſcnttome, by how muchl am 
more earneſtly aſlaulted by tribu- 
lations, and haue lefle reaſon to 
conhde in men : for thou remay-- 
neſt a moſt faithfull friend in my. 
moſt anxious neceſhtics, Marrie, 
of |. be to be tryed , and to be de- 
priued of conſolation for a tyme, 
0 then grant at leaſt that I may 
ſuffer. it* with patience, and com- 
mitt my whole burden to thy fide- 
litie , and deeply to Keepe printed 
in my hart , the memaric ofthis 
moſt deſolate houre of thy moſt 
deare andagreeable ſonne leſus , 
who being ſtript of all the com- 
forts of friends, was onely mynd- 
full of thee in his greateſt EXTrE» 
mitie, 
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i. 


THE XXVII. CHAP. 


Of 7eſus his thirs Vpon the Croſſe, 
und of his bitter cuppe. 


ki [ Bleſſe and giue thee thankes, 

© Lord Iclu Chriſt , © thou 
fountaine of living water , and 
{trcame of wholſome wiſdome , for 
thy - vehement thirſt vpon the 
Crofle when thy facred and pre- 
tious bloud being ſpent , and all 
the naturall humours of thy body 
being drayned , though the ex- 
cclhue rorments therof , thou be- 
gannedſt to ſuffer a vehement cor- 
porall thirſt, Yet haying a. more 
ardent thirſt of our faluation, 
thou didſt craue drinke like a 
poore begger, ſaying: / am thirſtie, 
But there was none to aſliſte thee 
in this poore demande , ſo farre 
forth as to helpe thee toa cuppe of 
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cold water ,.thee, I ſay, who walt 
the Creatour of all the waters. 
Marrie ſoine ofthe ſtanders byhea- 
ring this , they proned fo farre 
from hauing pittie of thee , thar 
they were yct more vamercifull & 
cruell by that. occafion. For to ac- 
complish the mortall poyſon of 
their malicious breaſtes, they pre- 
fently hlled a ſponge with vineger 
and gale mixed together, and pre- 
ſented that bitter cuppe to thy 
ſweete mouth , which they would 
not haue deamed worthy to be caſt 
toverie dogges.I prayſcand glorifie 
thee , for thy moſt mylde ſuffe- 
rancc in receiuing and taſting that 
bitter potion , which thou didft 
penally taſt for the expiation of 
our firſt parents vnlawfull de- 
lightes ; that as the taſting of the 
forbidden aple was the cauſe of 
death, ſo thy taſting of this bitter 
cupp might cure our ſoules to ſal- 
uation. 

2. But woe be to thee accurſed 
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Iew,0 thou people ofa ſtiffe necke, 
loaden Ss How walt 
thou brought ro ſo much malice, 
as to Jiſmilſe Barrabbas and cru» 
cific Chriſt > How waſt thou chan- 
ged into this madneſle, as to. pre- 
ſent vineger to a thirſtie perſon to 
drinke'? Offer it a litle, I pray, to 
the high preiſt , or to the prince of 
the — , andtrye whether they 
will be moucd todrinke it. What 
had Chriſt done to you, or wherin 
was Iclus of Nazareth trouble- 
ſome to you ? I pray you anſwer me. 
Did not God rayne you downe 
Manna from heauen , and drew 
waterout of a hardeſt rocke , that 
you might cate and drinke in abun 
dance ? And yet loe for daintie | 
Manna , you preſent him a cupp of | 
gale: and for many riuers of waters 
beſtowed vpon you, you doc not ſo 
much as afford thirſtie Teſus one 
onely draught of cold water. Ah, 
3f Chriſt ſo. pleaſed, be could turne 
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all your waters into þrine , and you 
for want of bread and water wo1 

richchrough drinsfe for ref 
ng him mercy. Againe had he 
defired to haue had fiycete water , 
there is noe doubt hut that the An; 
pellewoulg willingly and ſpeedily 

aue miniſtred a ſyecte dew from 
heauen, farre more d clicious then 
all other liquours , as they for- 


merly brought him foqde,afterthe 


diuells-triple temptarion. But ix 
leaſed him nor to revenge him- 
[:1fe , hor to glue a agne of his 
power but heaffordeda ligne of his 
patience , and longanimitie , to 
che ,edification of all the profe(- 
ſours of pouertie, Doe thou allo, 
6d Diſciple of Chriſt , learne a re- 
medie againſt gluttonie by this 
bitter mixture Fe if you delire to, 
f:aſt with Chriſt in his Fathers 
Kingdome, let not thy hart couet 
daintic dishes , nor cupps of deli- 
cate and pretious wine : not ſoft 


N vj 
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bedds , nor trimme attire : for 
theſe thinges are quite contrarie to 
the pureſt life of Chriſt, and his 
moſt bitter paſſion. Turne not dif- 
ſolute in carnall delightes , but 
reftrayne wanton concupiſcence , 
by ſobrietic in diet. And if you 
chance to haue exccededa meane, 
whether by cating too much, or 
too delicate meates , chaſtiſe this 
excelle in working by day , and 
watching by night calling oft to 
mynde Ghriſts bitter cuppe, with 
ſorrow of hart: 

3. Olefa, thou heauenly Man- 
na; & ſweeteſt near , who waſt 
preſented with vinegerand gale to 
drinke , whilſt thou waſt vehe- 
mently thirſtic vpon the Crofle, 
and couldſt not procurea droppe 
of water to quench thy thirſt, 

rant that I may now and then 
while I take my repaſte , call to 
mynde that bitter potion of thyne , 
thatT may not powre out my hart 
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about my bodily foode, but that 
I may giue care to the holy reading 
with- great - application. Grant 
that I may onely take whatis ne- 
ceflarie for nature in thy feare, and 
deuoutly render thee thankes for 
the benefits beſtowed ypon vs. Let 
me not be hard to. be pleaſed, ci- 
ther by reaſon. of the ſmale pro- 
portio,or otherwiſe by the meane- 
nefle of my dyette ; nay contra- 
rily let me indge my ſelfe vrwor- 
thy to cate the poore mans almes, | 
and feare to be maintayned with 

the labours of others. Grant that I 

may hungar.after that foode which 

doth not perish , but remaynes for 

live eucrlaſting : and thirſt after 

the fountain2 of endlefle life, and 

now and then to taſte ſome {male 

crumme of the linipg breade inthe. 
celeftiall banket , with a litle 

draught of an: interiour relish, | 
and totaſte by experience how thy . 
ſpirit is 3 6 Lord,, infuſed gratis, 
vpon the children of grace. 
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THE XXIX. CHAP. 


Of the word all is confumma- 
ted pronounced by 1 eſus. 


t. T Blefſe and giue thee than- 
kes, 6 Lord Ieſu Chriſt thou 
reucaler of hidden myſteries , 
and conſummatour of the law and | 
Prophetes , for thy moſt perfect _ 
accomplischment of thy urges 
will , in that short , but greate 
word , which thou did(t els | 
pronounce after the taking of the 
__ as being the clo of thy 


whole life , ſaying : it is con» 


ſummated , as though he had 
_— aid , what cuer the old 
law forccold of me is accoms 
plished, ; as alſo what euer the 
rices of facryfices, or the holy 
worshippe of ceremonies pointed 
out. Now the oracles of the holy 


Thomas a Kempis. 303 
Prophetes, 'and the longe wished 
for deſires of the ancient Fathers 
are truly fulfilled ; now what eucr 
belonges to the redemption of 
mankind hath its full effedt, Whar- 
ſocuer was promiſed by God in the 
the holy Scriptures, is openly per- 
formed intyme, and place, as was. 
conaenient, and is all bappily en- 
ded. And as for the reſt , which 
are as yet not accomplished, they 
shall vndoubtedly Þe fulfilled in 
their due tymes. IT haue accom*- 
7 the precept of my father 

r which he ſent me into this 
world. I haue conſummated the 


worke which he gaue me .to 


doe, 

2, Hicherto T haue done cures, 
I haue clearely shewed lignes of 
my diuinitie ; and 1 haue preached 
in the world as my father tanght 
me , nor haue I concealed any 
wholſome doCtrine from the cares 


of the faithfull. Now hauel wande» 
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red likea pilgrime for the ſpace of 
thirtie three yearesin theearth, I 
haue myldly connerſed among 
men. Often hane I bene wearic 
withtrauelling ; gricuouſly calum- 
njated by,my aduerſaries, betrayed 
by my diſciplc,abandonned by my 
friends, taken by myne cnemys, 
whipped by the foldicrs, condem- 
ned by the Iudges, mocked by the 
high preiſts, and here I hange an 
innocent. vpon the Croſſe. What 
wasS1I further to doe , and did it 
not ? What more was I to ſuffer 
which I ſuffered not ? IF I haueci- 
ther done or ſuffered leſle then 
enough , Iam readie to, {upplieit 
before my departure ; nay by my 
death I will fully pay all that's | 
due, I muſt therfor conſummate 
all,chis day : nor will I permitt the 
tearme of my life to be any longer 
prolonged , but I will now putt 
downe my life , out of loue for my 
shcepe , and 1 will freely and of 
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myne owne accord, at this houre, 
yndergoec the death of che flesh, 
( which I am ſubic& too by noe 
title ) for the debt of ſinne , be- 
cauſe I know the firſt man incur- 
red eternall death by eating of the 
forbidden fruite. To witt, all that 
belongs to me, $hall preſently haue 
an end, From hencforth I shall not 
ſpeake many more words in this 
world, becauſe 1 shall notremayne 
long here, but I haſte ro-my father. 
New all labour shall ceaſe, ſorrow 
and ſighes shall flye cuer , the 
fight Shall baue a periode, there 
is noe trouble after all theſe, and 
death it ſelfe shall dye with me. 
There remaynes now noe more to 
be done but to commend my ſpirit 
tomy Father , and my body to the 
earth , which I will leaue till the 
third day. I know well that men 
of mercy, will be myndfull of our 
aucicnt friendshippe, and take me 
dawne from the Crofle , and burie 
meina new mcnument. To mant- 


iuſtice is effetually fulhilled , and 
to vubſcrue the inſtitution of the 
new lawe , I proclaime a finall and 
abridged word, and (ay : ll is con: 
ſummated, 

3. O moſt illuſtrious and de. 
goute maſter, my Lord Ieſu Chriſt, 
as thou ſayſt and teſtifieſt, (o it is 
indeede , nor is there any things 
to be reprehended in what thou 
ſaylt : for thou makcſt all thy 
words good by holy workes, and 
thou makeſt it cuident that thy 
aCtions are confirmed by propheti- 
call predictions, And now it is 
tyme that thou shouldſt repoſe 
from all the workes which thou 
didſt performe in earth. It was 
thou, o Lord Ieſu, who with the 
Father didſt create all things in 
the begtning, and now againe with 
the Fathers cooperation thou doſt 
recreate and renew all, Thou didft 
finich the worke of the worlds 
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{:it cherfor that the lawe of legall 
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ercation in ſixe dayes , and now in 
the fixt Age thou doſt conſum- 
mate the worke of mans redemp- 
tion, On the ſixth day thou didſt 
frame man of clay of the carth, 
and the {ixth day tov thou didt re- 
deeme him with thy pretious 
bloud. On the fixth day Adam 
was tempted , and was decejued 
by Euc : on the ſixth. day alſo thou 
waſt announced by the Angell, 
and conceiued of the Virgine. On 
the ſixth day man offended and loſt 
paradice:on the ſixth day thoudidſt 
fuffer death, and by thy mercy the 
theife was admitted into paradice 
ag2ine, That therſyr new thinges 
might an{were to the old , and the 
laſtethings to what paſſed before'; 
by good right the fixt word which 
thou ſpokedſt vpon the Crolle was 
All is conſummated. Take now, 6 
Lord leſu, what way ſoeuerit may 
pleaſe thee, and returne to thy fa- 
therin heauen ; becauſe thou haſt 
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conſummated the worke of pictie 
in earth, Goe before thy poore ler- 
uants, prepare the way for them 
to follow thee with ſpeede. Open 
the gates of the kingdome of Hea- 
uen which their firſt farhers teme- 
ritie had longe kept shutrt'againſ 
rhem. Goc Mere che holy Fathel 
in lymbo Fatrum. Enlighten them 
them that fitt in darknefle. Breake 
downe the dinells power. Look 
the chaynesof theguined : .relieue 
the wearie,, comfort the mourne- 
full , redceme thoſe that cxpecte, 
leade thy captiues out of thoſe in- 
fcrnall dennes. And hauing deli- 
uered them , gnd placed them in 
thoſe celeſtiall manſions among 
the Anyells, then, © Lord be 
myndfull of mein thy kingdome, 
that thou mayſt free me out t of this 
priſon , out of this clayic habita- 
tion , out of the dangerons condi: 
tion wherin 1 liue; finally , out of 
this vaſte and miſcrable world. 
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: 4. Now © thou follower of 


Chriſt imitate Chriſt in this word, 
and- ncuer ceaſe to worke while 
thou haſt tyme and ſtrengrh ; per- 
fetwhatrhou haſt begun that the 
eucning of thy life drawing ncere, 
thou allo mayſt ſay with amiable 


Teſus : all is conſummated. Waike 


therfor in the pathes of true ver- 
cue, purſue juſtice , fight againſt 
vice cuen to d:ath, that you may 
attayne to eternall life , and be 
able roſay with the Apoſtle Paule:z 
I haue fought a good fight, I haue 
conſummated my courle, I haue 
conſerued faith. You muſt yer la- 
bour a litlc , you muſt yer ſuffer for 
a: {male ſpace : but the houre will 
Shortly arriue , that being con- 
ſummated , you shall accomplish 


a longe iorney in a litle ſpace. 


O moſt | bright and moſt perfect 
examplar of all vertues, and end- 
lefle rewarde of good aCttions. O 
Icſu Chriſt thou ruler of heauen 
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and earth , direct all my aGtion] : 
— to thy good pleaſure, | | 


and purific and enlighten the cogp 
tations of my hart. Teach me hum 
bly ro begin, diligently ro purſue, 
and happily to conſummare , al 
my adtions, to the honour and glo. 
Tic of thy holy name. Grant nv 
grace thatI may not waxe cold, 
Tioerks ryme which chy fathe 
"has prefixed ; but to labour dy 
and nightin the vinyeard of hoh 
religion for the pennie of life euer- 
laſting , and to ſweate againe i 

the choole of holy ——_—_ to mf 
verie laſte breath ; that by the aſl 
ſtance of thy grace , I may « 
length, after many conflicts, and 
longe labours, be able , while my 
laſt houre approches, to pronounce 
ioyfully with thee, Allis conſum- 
mated. Doc thou © good Teſu, ren- 
der me a rewatde for my labours; 
reſt for my wearineſle ; ioy for my 
ſorrow , a crowne for my combat:, 


— — 
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lorie for my confuſion, beatitude 
oe my miſerie which I ſuffered in 
'theworld. For thou waſt and ſtill 
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art the finall cauſe of all my 
ations, in the placeof my pilgri- 
mage:be alſo myreward inthe Kin 

dome of heaut, becauſc I earneſtly 
deſire thee alone for the reward of 
-my labours , who art the beati- 
tide and glorie of all thy Saintes, 


— — 
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THE XXX, CHAP, 


Of Ieſws his death and expiration 
and of his lat word pon the 


Croſſe. 


1. Þ Bleſfe and prayſe thee , 6 

I'Lord Icſu Chriſt thou life of 
the lining , hope of thoſe that dye , 
and faluation of all that putt their 
confidencein thee , for thy tempo- 
rall departure out of this world & 
happiereturne to thy Father , by 4 
the cruell torments of death , and 
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famous Martyrdome vpon the 
Croſſe. I prayſe and glorifie thee 
for thy pale diſpolition to death, 
and thy bleſſed agomie art thy laſt 
oaipe , for the fayling of all thy 
ſtrength, and the painefull brea- 
king of thy amorous hart , whule 


thou the quickner of all thinges, 


didſt not refuſe to vndergoe the 
ſentence of death , to lay vs the 
way open to the Kingdome of hea- 
ucn, I prayſcand glorifie thee for 
thy loude crye vpon the Croſle, 
farre beyond the cuſtome and 
power of man ; for the ſadd di 
uorce and painefull ſeparation of 
thy moſt noble foule from thy 
moſt louing body : for the moſt 
deuoute recommendation of thy 
ſpiritinto thy Fathers hands : for 
the moſt humble bowing downe 
of thy facred and thormie head, 
towards thy noble breaſt for a teſti- 
moniec of thy obedience conſtantly 


continued to the end : for the cha- 
ritablec 
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fitable deliuerie vpof thy foule t5 
fue the world : and for thy laſt 
3] word in this mortall life , when 
| thou didſt burſt our into this pious 
J | petition, and didſt pronounce this 
- | molſtdeuoute verſe : Father into thy 
| hands [commende my ſpirit: Which 
» | being ſaid , thou preſently didſt 
e } expire, andend thy earthly pil 
© ogrimagein a [weete flcepe. 
2, O how pretious and vido« 
rious was that death , which flew 
our death , and purchaced vs an 
eternall life ! May the memorie 
therof , © Chriſt , remayne al- 
wayes imprinted in my harte; and 
in that bleſſed death of thyne, let 
me be continually myndfull of 
myne owne , leaſt I might then 
deſpaire through feare, when the 
vncertaine houre of my death may 
chance to ſurpriſe me. This is the 
- -houre which thou hadſt conti- 
; nually before thyne eyes, from the 
' | firſt momentof thy conception, to» 
| Oo 
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wards which thou didſt incefſantly 
ſteere thy courſe , as a traueller 
haſtensto his conntrie, and a wiſe 
artiſte to his deligned end, Thy 
out-gatewas from the higheſt hea» 
uens into this world ', from the 
world to Hell, from Hell thou re» 
turnedſt againe to the higheſt 
Throne of heauen. And: now my 
foule, let vs vehemently bemoane 
and wreepe vpon the moſt bitter 
.death-of this moſt deare Lord of 
thyng.;Conlider how Iefus dyed, 
what wonders and prodiges hap- 
pened at his death. Behold how 
the-iuſt man dycs, and none is ſen» 
fible of it, none ſcriouſly calls ts 
mynd, how great,and how ſoucrai- 
galy, excellent he was faue onely 
that . poore, mother of his , "who 
alone, witha few of herfriends ſtood 
-weeping neere the Crofle. To witt, 
she beheld her moſt dearel y be- 
eucd child , hanging before her 
Cycs, with his body all naked and 
.gearſc. She ſaw him waxc palc;she 
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-obſcrued him againe , he heard 


him expireing with a loude voyce, 
Tis noe wonder, if vponthe {gh 
oftheſe thinges she Ld 8 
She grew pale, if her foule va- 
nished away in contemplation of 
her Sauiour , crucified and deade 
before her eyes. Doe thou then, 
© my ſoule , draw neere to the 
Crofle with Marie, and meditate 
the death of thy maſterjwith hartic 
compaſlion. Loe innocent Ieſus 
dyes, banished and naked, nor is 
there any found more miſerable 
then he. There was none more be- 
loued of God, none more deſpiſed 
by men then Ieſus of Nazareth 
whom the lewes crucified. Behold 
how bountifully the world rewards 
him forall his famous workes and 
woders, He is putt to death in qua- 
litie ofa moſt vilanous'theife : He 
dycslike the pooreft creature that 
ever lined. Icſusdyts, and he dyes 


| Iidtinafcatherbedd , bur vponrhe 
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hard woode of the Crolle, not ina 
houſe, or vnder ſome shelter, buc in 
the open fields, ina ſtinking and 
deſpicable place : not ina priuate 
chamber , bur vpon a publicke 
gibbert: not in the midſt of his diſ- 
ciples , but in the midſt of two 
theeues,not betwixt his deare mo- 
thers armes , but betweene thoſe 
ef a high and hard Crofle, 

3. He had not a poore locke of | 
ftraw vnder him , nor any meane 

ecce of liuncn vpon him,to couer 
bis nakedneſle. He had not a pil- 
low to repoſe his head vpon, bur 
contrarily , a crowne of sharpe 
thornes. He had noe shoes vpon 
his feete, nor euer wore he glouecs 
ypon his hands , but in lieu of 
them , had flesh and bones bored 
through with iron nayles. Nor 
had he a man to ſcrue him in that 
extreamitic , but was forced to 
ſuffer the neighbourhoode of a 
peruerſc fellow , to witt , the pro» 
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fanetheife , who threw huge con- 
tumelies vpon him. He had no 
comfortour ; but found, t hat almoſt 
all they forſooke him , whom he 
lately had his followers, and his 
companions at table, He was nei- 
ther able to ſtirre hand nor foote, 
ror cuen to turne himſelfe to the 
other (ide, to releaſe his paine in- 
ſome ſmale meaſure. He remaynes 
cloſe nayled, violently extended, 
oricuouſly wreſted and wroung , 
and ſtraitened on all {ides: without 
care; without afliſtance ; without 
folace, as one deade from his owne 
hart, His tongne alone remayned 
freetofpcake , that he might pray 
for his enemycs, and preach, out of 
the pulpet of the Croſſe, ſcapen 
ſacred words againſt the ſcauen 
deadly (inns. Yet wanted not his 
tongue its affliction neither , be- 
cauſe it taſted vineger and gale in 
his thirſt, And fo from the ſole of 
hisfoote, to the toppe of his head, 
O iij 
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he is wholy ſuncke vp in the was. 
ters of his paſſion, and about the 
ninth houre , crying out with a. 
loude voyce he dyes. 

4. O howgreat and excellent ig 
he, who dyes while he crycsout 
in ſuch a manner ; in whole paſ- 
fage heauen and. carth, laments; 
fro whoſe lightdeath fiyesaway. at 
whoſe cryc the deade ryſcagaine ; 
by whoſe aſpe& the gates of death 


arc bruſed in pzeces. whole presce. | 


the Diucll is not able to endure: 


whoſe power noe man can reſiſte ; 


whom hell quakes at, ſupernall ſpi+ 
rits adore, Angells ſerue, Archans 
gells obey. With whoſe bright be» 
ames lymbus PP. is in ligbtened, 
the troopes of faintes are reioyced, 
chaynes are broken, and ample 


ſpoyles of captiue ſoules are ledd 


away. Verily this was the ſonne of: 


God, faith the centurion. For that 
bleſſed man obſeruing , that he 


expired giuing ſo loude a crye, he 


concluded*that there dwelt an in- 


_ 
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uiſible God in. humane nature, and 
forthwith he confeſſed that he was 
the ſonne of God ; whom; the Iewes 
derided. as. crucified. O too too 
hard harted Iew , who is neither 
mollified. by the torments he ſuf- 
fers, nor conuerted by the vnheard 
of wonders which he workes in 
dying. Yer heare 6 you deafe ones. 
and 6 you that are blind behold; 
you, I fay, who would needes haue 
a ſ1zne ſent you from heauen.. Be- 
hold wonders are wrought aboue 
in heauen , and in carth below: the 
elements become Chriſts obedient 
ſeruants, and at the houre of his- 
departure out of this life, all of 
them lament, and yet you miſe- 
rable wretches laugh it out. The 
ſonne is benighted at noone-tyde, 
and' will not ſee his death. The. 
earth giues dreadfull quakes , and: 
will not paſle ouer the iniurie done 
to God in ſilence, The rockes for- 
ccibly rend in peeces, 'and in their 

O iiij 
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horride crashing language , they 
condole with their Creatour, the 
veyle of the Temple is rent in 
ſunder, that the old veyle being 
drawen , the ſacred myſteries of 
Chriſt might appeare : for he is 
indeede the truc hoſte which takes 
away the ſinncs of the world, He 
is the immaculate lambe of God, 
ſacryficed vpon the Crolle in pal- 
chall ryme, He is the true pricſt | 
conſecrated by God , who offered | 
himſclfe vpp to his heauenly Fa- | 
ther in odour of ſwcetnelle, He the 
high Prieſt , who enters onely into 
the Holy of Holyes once a yeare, 
thac he may petition , not onely 
for the lewes, but for the faluation 
of all men that belecuc in him, For 
this he truly performed by dying 
once for mankind in. the end of 
many Ages. Andthe monuments 
were opened , that Chriſts future 
rcſurreftion togeither with many 
'Saintes , might be made cuident 
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by a preſent argument which was- 
at hand, 

5. Many of thoſe that were mett- 
togeirher at that dolefull ſpe- 
Racle, obſeruing theſe- wonders , 
were veric ſorrowfull , and bea- 
ting their breaſtes they were ſtru- 
ken with the reflexiong therof; 
Returne thou too , 6-my oule, 
into thyne owne interiour , and 
begin to ſigh with thoſe that lighe, 
and bewayle with them that be. 
wayle Chriſt Ieſus, leaſt thou be: 
found harder thenthe-rockes, and 
more incredulous ther the Iewes 
themſeluecs .. Blefled are the teares 
which arc sheddifor the loue of our 
crucified Lord. Forit is a thinge 
of great pictic and ſweetnelle, to. 
weepe:for ſo ſweete a Maſter, this 
isthe 'great conſolation of a louing 
ſoule , to powre out ſtreames. of- 
forrowfull teares- out of compaſ- 
fion of her beloued. Foreuen Ieſas:: 


himſclfe did oft weepe for mans. 


Or. 
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miſcrie , and, leauing ,teares , at: 
length he shewred out blond by &, 
more plentifull pictic, Ieſus Chriſt 
then, our Lord and Maſter dyed. 
you the Crofle for thee, let the. 
nole world therfor., be hence 
forth deade to thee. Learne to re+ 
member thine owne death in the 
death of Ieſus, & make it your bus» . 
ſineſſe to prepare your ſelfe to dye, 


For . you know. not when our. 


Lord will come : you Know. not 


when your maker will call you. 


away. Watch at all tymes , and; 
pray , that you may meete with a 
good and happic heure. Let, both 
your words and workes be ſuch, 
as though you were to. depart this: 
veric day, Learne to, dy before 
death,nor let death when.it drawes... 
ngere be a horrour to. you, but ra- 
ther.an open gate. to.life. Chriſt; 
and the Prophetes.dyed,,: and you 
tag.mulſt shortly. paſſe by the way 
of-your forcfathers, Hombcit here: 
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is-great hope , verie great conſo- 
lation in the word of Ieſus ſaying: 
He that belceues in me, $hall line, 
though. otherwiſe deade. And. 
againe:: he that heares my word,, 
and belecues him that fent me, 
hath life euerlaſting. Make Icſug' 
therfor your friend , while you liue: 
that he may be propitious when 
you dye. Throw from you what- 
cuer hinders you from the loue of 
Ieſus ; what cuer retards you from 
the Kingdome of heauen. Flye all;; 
that may ſtayne the puritie of: 
your conſcience. Abandonne what: 
cuer may robbe you of the peace ob. 
hart. Keepe your ſelfe abſtracted 
from the world ; vnited to God; 
familiarwicth Chriſt. walke with 
Ieſus:in the libertie of ſpirit , has 
ving noe care at all 0 externall. 
thinges, Preparethe houſe of yout;- 
hart for his reſidence : afford him: 
. 2-large refeRorie ; that he with 
his diſciples may ang his myſtis: 

VI 
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call Paſchall wich you before yow 
dye. | 

6. As ſoone therfor as you be- 
ginto be ficke , and perceiue that 
the day drawes neere , in which 
you shall becalled'away, offer vp 
humble prayers to Chriſt , and- 
imitate Maric and Martha, ſaying: 
Lord, he whom thou loueſt is licke:: 
for piousand mercifull leſus , who, 
vept oucr Lazarus and rayſed tim 
being deade, is- powerfull enough- 
to cure thee of any-infirmitie, and- 
to-rayſe thee againe being deade- 
at the day of Doome. Thinke now: 
efpecially.of our Lords ſupper , in- 
particular, how the humble Ileſus- 
washed-his diſciples fecte, and be-- 
fore -he went thence , delivered '* 
them - the myſterie of his ſacred: 
body for their conſolation. Doe- 
thou too therfor humbly demande 
of our- Lord Ie(us -to be-purged-i 
from the filth of thy ſinnes,and to « 
bearmed with the viaticam of his- 


1 
4 


— — © - —_— 


__— 


— — —— _ 


Thomas & Kempis 325 
pretious bodie before thy depar- 
ture, Hauing receiued ir, imploy 
thy ſelfe wholy inthankes giuing, 
and meditate deuoutly. ypon the 
moſt delicious paſſages of his 
Mandate, And then rayſing your 
eyes to heauen , deſire with the- 
veric marrow of your ſoule to' be 
ynited to Chriſt: After that applie 
your (elfe to thepaſlion of Chriſt, 
and draw from it the marrow of 
conſolation. Enter alſo into the 
garden. ( neere Mont - Qliuet } 
with Icſus and. his Apoſtles, thae 
is to ſay, ſeparate your ſelfe from 
your friends who are preſent with. 
you , that you may applic your 
ſelfe more freely to God: in. ſe- 
creete 1, and pray to God the Fa- 
ther to. bleſle you with a happie 
end of your carthlie- pilgrimage 
Kneele  downe vpon- your Knees. 
vith Ieſus , proſtrate with your: 
face ypon the ground, and reſigns 


your. ſelfe into the. hands of God, 
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and fay theſe moſt perfe& wordy. 
of Chriſt, Father, zot my will buy 
thyne be done : for he beſt Kknowes, 
whether it were better for 'you to 
live or dye, Beſcech your brethren, 
likewiſe, and ſuch pious people as 
come to viſit you , that they. would 
watchfully: pray for you , that you. 
might not). be moleſted with the 
guiles. ofthe enemie, Haue res | 
courlc toIeſusin all your anxieties | 
and difficulties ,. and follow him 
with his Croft vpon his backets- | 
Caluarie. There take vp your 
ſtand. Chuſethere toend your life: | 
and deliucr- yp your-ſpirit. Place 
the death and paſſion of Teſus bes. | 
ewixt your ſclfeand his future tuds- | 
gement, and. inceſſantly fixe yous: ' 
eyes vpon. your crucified loue. In 
uoke. the name of Iefus againſt the 
diuelsterrours;, making the: ſigns 
of the Crolle, If he obiectthe ſinnes- 
of your life paſt, whichare many: 
are infinite, . | 


| 
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7. Callto myndalſothe'ſcauen 
words which Ie(us ſpoke vypon the. 
Crofſe for your inſtruction : for- 
preſently after he was putt. 
ypon the Crofſe he prayd. for-- 
his . enemyes.., and - pardouned 
finners : that you in your. hart. 
Should pardon all that may haue 
treſpaſled againſt you, as you like-- 


| wile begge to. be pardonned by: 
| them. 


2. He promiſed the loyes of hea--.. 


| Ugn to the theife who confelled ,. 
| thatyou deſpaire not through 'the | 


e with a firme faith that he 
ill alſo be myndfull of you.in his . 
kingdome, 
3, He commended his-moſt bleſ- 
ſed Virgine mother. to. S.. I9hn a. 
Virgine, that you:may bauca pre- - 


a—_ e of your finnes , but. 


ſent recourſe: to--his- moſt clement: 


mother Marie-; the: ayde of.the: - 
poore , when .you come to be in.., 
agonie :. and that you may alle-. 
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carefully commend your ſelfe to 
her, to the bleſſed Apoſtle S.Iohing 
and.to all the Saintes. Againe, 
commend your ſclfe to the prayers: 
of your- brethren , and the reſt of 
the faithfull, that after your de-- 
ceaſe they would e myndfull of 
you in their vigiles and Maſles. 
4. Iefns shewed himſelfe aban-: | 
doned in his torments,, that you ' 
Should not beare impatiently , (if ' 
being loaden with dolours, you be * 
not preſently deliuered ) tus con- 
trarily ſubmict your ſelfe tro Gods: | 
ordonnance in all.rhinges; | 
g. He faith, 7 thirſt, that you 
may thirſt after God, who is the 
fountaine of liuing water , and de-- 
ſire to be diflolued , and to be with 
Chriſt; For this indcede is much 
better then to- be continued any 
longera pilgrime in-this world, and: 
to be ingaged in manifold dan-- 
rs. 
6. He vttered the word.” All i 
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eonſummated, that you ſeeing the 
end of your dayes draw neere 
should render thankes to God for 
eucry good deede you haue done, 
and that Chriſt would pleaſe to 
ſupplie what you haue left vn- 
done. 

7. He defiuered vpp his ſoule 
into the hands of his heauenly- Fa- 
ther witha loude crye , that you 
being about to depart out of this 
world, mighr not fayle toxread, and 
frequently to repeate that word of 
bleſſed commendation , which is. 
the moſt ſweete! and comfortable 
a man can poſſibly yſe at that 
tyme, 

8. O moſt louing Teſu , thou 
ſplendour of thy fathers glorie and 
ge of juſtice, whodidſt daigne to 
ſuffer this moſt-ignominious Kind 
of death for me thy poore ynwor- 
thy ſeruant ; and delwer vp thy 
ſoule for the ſkluation of the world 
ypon the toppe of Caluarie, anda. 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
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thy prayer commended it to-thy 
Father, grant that I may alwayes 
carie about with me , imprinted 
in my hart, the joynt louc and ſor- 
row for that moſt bitter death of 
thyne, and dayly to prepare my 
ſelfe to dye with thee by the mor- 
tification of all my vices , that 
when my end approches I may de- 
ſcrue to. be drunke vp into the 
bolomes of thy mercye, ,.and hap- 
pily ſo cuter with thee into th 
ioyes of hcauen, Be preſent to me 
when I dye, ſuccour mein my ago 
nie , come mecte a hart that longes 
afrerthee, Defend me from myne 
enemyes , deliver. me out of tribu- | 
lations comfort me mourning, com- | 
fort me quaking , releiue me fain- | 
ting away, and receiue me expt | 
ring. Let thy Jaſt word vpon the | 
Croſle, proue my laſt word in this. | 
life ;and when my tongue growes. | 
ſpeechleſſe, heare the Real deſire | 
ef my. hart : Father into thy hands 
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Fcommende my ſpirit , thou haft 
redeemed me © Lord God of truth. 
Amen. 


© / 3, ; vs 
! THE XXXI, CHAP. 
e 


of the Viftorious death of I eſus 


our Redecmour.. 


1. } Bleſſc and giue thee thankes,. 
0 Lord Icſu Chriſt, thou mi- 
| rour of the |diuine Maieſtie with- 
out ſtayne , for thy pittifull and 
| pale aſpect cauſed by deathes inua- 
| fon, when thy ſoule departing out. 
ofthy body , the: certaine ſignes of 
mortalitic appeared in thee, Alas! 
alas my deare Iclu, thou moſt beau- 
tifull among men, the comelyneſle 
of thy moſt plealing countenance is. 
deformed with the filth which they: 
ay out of their durtic lipps , and 
the flowreof thy moſt louelie face 


is. faded and fallen. away by thy 


% 
» 
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cruell death. Ah moſt mercifulf 
God, all theſc indignities fell vpon 
thee,for the expiationof my ſinnes, 
Becauſe thou wouldt be deformed 
in body , that my ſoule might be 
purified : and thar I might be deli. 
ucred from an eternall death., thou 
wouldſt endure a moſt ignominiaus 
temporall - one, O death death 
what haſt thou done wiy didſt thoy 
not feare to touche the annoynted 
of our Lord? what right hadſt thou 
lawfully over him 2 Or what of- 
fence: couldſt rhou find out in the 
ſonne of God ? Thou haſt inuadcd: | 
him , thou laſt flayne him ;-but * 
yet thou haſt not done it ſcot free: 
for thou: thy ſelfe art killed by 
Killing life, and being run through | 
by the dart of Chriſts divinitic, 
thou haſt lolt thefpighth of thy ty+ 
rannicall power and dominion, and | 
when the ſoule of Chriſt deſcended 
into Hell, thon waſt forced tore- 
tore.all the elect who were dead ia. 
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Adam, whom the prince of Hell 
had longe detayned captmes, For 
ſo it was of old foretold by the 
Prophete. O drath 7 will be thy 
death :. I will be thy ſtinge , 5 Hell. 
Hence the Church decently tinges 
with loude voyces: Life dyes vpon 
the tree , and by bis death Hell was 
d-ſployed. Therfor by thy death, 
0 Chriſt, hope of life is reſtored 
to me, and a crowne of toy, the 
prince of death being ſubdued. 
Certainly when thou didſt ſuffer 
death vpon the Crofle to repaire 
our life , great and manifold 
graces thence accrue to vs. To 
witt originall finne is blotted out , 
our owne perſonall iniquitie is re- 
mitted : pardon is inlarged ; pu- 
nishment is mitigated , reuenge is 
ſuſpended ; all debtes are diſchar- 
ged; mercy is denycd to noe peni« 
tent, Becauſe the merite of thy 
| £4 in an Occan which cannot 
edrayncd. 


0 
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2, But for whom did he dye}, 
The Angells needed not his death 
becauſe they perſiſted conſtant and 
ſtablein cruch. The diuell has noe 
hope of recouerie , becauſe he was 
obdurate preſently vpon his fall ; 
It was for man then that he dyed, 
who being decciued by the fraude 
of the diuell, rushed downe into 
death. And it was but fitting that 
thy charitie should rayſe him vp 
againe , whom anothers malice 
had caſt downe. O great pietie ! 8 
the vnſpeakable depth of the di- 
uine counſell ! O myſterie molt 
worthy to be yenerated , and tobe | 
Kept in memoriefor cuer, by whick 
man merited faluation' by meancg 
of the Croſſe : through ſcandall 
hecameto his kingdome; through 
ishment he arriued to glo- 

rice , and by death he was redus 
ced tocuerlaſting life. Therfor, 6- 


Lord, thy moſt (acred paſſion, is | 


” 


/ 


| 


Q w 


— 


© qe = + -- © Woo 'Qo 


o_ _ . , 


-.0 > Bo ww,» 


- 


" Thomas a Kempis. 338 
the cure of all our wounds. Thy 
Crofle is the ruine of all our ene« 


mys, andthe ſingularly ſure $hel- 


ter of all the faithfiill. Thy death 
3sthedeſtruttion of vice, and the 
birth of vertue. I will therfor re- 
ioyce in the merite and fruite of 


:thy paſſion : my comfort $hall be 


in my redemption: andI will be. 
waylethy moft bitter paſſton ont 


of the motiue of loue. For it is & 


matter of pictic to reioyce witit 


thee , becauſe thou haſt ſubdned 


death ,noris it any lefle to condole 
with thee, becauſe thou didſt en- 
dureſo greeuous torments for my 
fake. Take courage then, 0 faith= 


Full foule , and contemplate: the 


forrowfull and 'pale picture of thy 
crucified Sauiour : -Confider cuery 
part of thy dead Teſus, and let 
thyne eyes ſtreame .out teares 
through the greatneſſe, of thy com= 
paſſion, -For you are profitably 


-mployed , and -conceiue a ycrie 


- 


while you contemplate Ieſus hans 
ging vpon the Crolle, The image 
of our crucihed loue , in the hart 
ofa iuſt man , is like a bunsh of 
cyprelle in the vineyeards of En- 
gaddus. If then you haue the eye 
of pittie , if a hart touch:d with 
ſenſe of humanitie, rayſe vp your 


contemplation fo your God cruci- | 


fied, and dead ypon the Crolle for 
your loue, 

3. Bchold the woode of the 
Croſle, vpon which thy faluartion 


hanges , the redemption of the 


faithfull , the ſcorne of infidells, 
His head all to beſett with thornes, 
is low bowed towards his facred 
breaſt , nor doth there now any 
vitall motion appeare in him. 
Thoſe eyes of his ſee nothing, 
from whoſe ſight noe ſecreetecan 
be hidd. Thole cares of his heare 
nothing , who Knowes all thinges 
eucn before they arc, He wants all 

ſenk 
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holy imagination in your mynd;j. 


— 
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ſcuſe of ſmellinge , who inriches 
the flowers with their ſweet par- 


fumes. He has loſt all taſte, whe 


affords life and foode to all living 
creatures, He mouesnot his lipps, 
who opens the mouthes of the 
dumbe. He vtters not one word, - 
who teaches men all wiſdome. ' 
That tongue of his which euer 
preached truth , ſtickes immo.. 
ucable to fhis iawes. That face 
which was ſometyme brighter 
then' the ſunne , is veyled with a 
deadly paleneſle, His faire cheekes 
{ aturtle doue, haue loſt all 
their þcautuouſnelſe. Thoſe hands 
which ſtretched out the heauens , 
are peirced through with rude 
nayles. Thoſe knees which were 
often bowed in prayer hangeſtiffe, 
andnaked. Thoſe theighes which 
ſupported all the waight of his bo- 
dic, like two marble pillers , are 
depriued of their ſtrength and yi. 
gour, Thoſe feete whic 4 often 
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wearied 'in going. to preach -the: 
Goſpell, art locked to the woode | 
of the Crolle, as though they were 
in a ſnare. All his members aps: 
pearc full of dolours , fore with 
wounds , couered with bloud. 
Howbcirt his bones are not broken; 
with thoſe of the theiues, that the- 
holy ſcriprure may be fulfilled: 
becauſe he is indcede the true: 
lambe foretold in the law , whoſe 
bones were commanded to be.con- 
ſerued -intire.. Such , 6 daughters 
of Hieruſalem , is my beloued, 
and he is my friend too. And this 
is the end of his dolorous death 
and paſſion ; for whom, should I 
dye athouſand deathes, yer were: 
it not a retriburion condigne and 
equall to that charitie of his. 0 
moſt ſweete Ieſu , thou redeemour 
of my foule , who will procure me 
the fauour that I may dy with thee: 
ypon the Crofle, and inioye , to- 
geither with thee , fo. happic4 
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paſſage out of this mortall body 2 I 
LiGerh thee from the verie' bot- 
tome of my hart, to grant me 
grace ſotoliucin this poore frayle 
body of myne, and fo to direQall 
my actions and afteftions accor- 
ding to thy good pleaſure, that I 
may conſummate my courſe in 
the ſtate of grace., and attainc to 
the reward of cternall Beatitude, 
afrer the various dangers of temp- 
tations, 


THE XXXII. CHAP. 


Of the cruell peircing of the ſide 
of Teſus Chri/t, 


3. T Blefle and giue thee®than- 


kes, 6 Lord1cſu Chriſt thow 
draineleſſe fountaine of grace and 
charitie, for that cruell peirceing 
of thy moſt facred fide, after thou 
walt deade, For then —YWz moſt 
A y 
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holy of all holyes , waſt forccably 
ſtrucke and rtranſpeirced on thy 
right (ide, with the ſoldiers lance, 
that the sharpe point of it penetra- 
ted thy bowclls , and hitt home tg 
thy tender hart ; othat it drew vs 
out a moſt ſouucraigne fountaine 
of bloud and water ; by a large paſ- 
lage which it layd open wherby 
the whole-world was to be ſprin- 
kled , and cured. O ſacred and 
admirable ſtreame of Chriſts pre- 
tious bloud ?, which flowed from 
his right ſide, being alreadie deade 
vponthe Crofle, Me the redemp- 
tion of mankind ! O cleare and 
ſweeteſt ſtreame of holy watcr , 
ifluingour of the moſt inward bo- 
wells of our Sauiour Icſus , to: 
wash alFour ſinnes! ſo of old and 
moylſes the ſeruant of God ſmyte 
the rocke in the wildernefle , did 
a plentifull floud of water gushed 
out 3 and as well the people 
as their horſes dranke of thac 
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torrent , with ſweete de'ighr, 
and ceaſed their murmuring. 
But Longinus a valientr ſoldier, ta- 
king a [pearc in his hid powerfully 
ftracke the rocke,when he opened 
Chriſts right fide , whence pre- 
ſently bloud and warer ſprang ont, 
and ih:ncc the Church our chaft 
mother derined h-r ſauing facra- 
ments: for as Eue was ftyled the 
mother of all the living, and was 
formed out of Adam her hnſbands 
fide ; fo the holy Charch milicant 
was called the mother of all the 
faithfull , and was rcformed out of 
the file of Ghriit her ſpouſe. O 
great and pretions wound of my 
Lordand maſter, the moſt louely, 
& molt to be beloued of all wounds 
as being moſt deeply penetrated , 
awd layd molt wide open for all the 
faithfull ro enter into-it ; moſt mi- 
raculouſly flowing moſt plentt- 
fally blefled, and thongh made in 
the laſt , yer glorious inthe firſt 
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place. For who euerdrinkes of the 

moſt heauenly fountaine of this. 

ſacred wound , and hath taken a 

draught of loue at it , though but 

once onely , he shall forgett all his 

miſcrics and calamities ; he s$ball 

be cured of the thirſt of temporal, 
and carnall deſires ; he shall be in- 

flamed with the loue of crternall 
bleſſings; he shall be replenished 
with the incffable ſweernelle of the 

holy Ghoſt , and Shall therin be-. 
come a fountaine of liuing water,, 
runinginto life cucrlaſting. 

2, Enter, enter my ſoule , into: 
the right fide of thy crucified Lord. 
Enter by the dore of this famous: 
ſweete wound into the molt louing 
hart of Ieſus peirced with a ſpeare 
through Louc, to repoſe in the hole 
ofthe rocke from the noyle of the 
world. Approch, © man, to that 
high hart, that hidden hart, that 
ſecreete hart, that hart of a God, 
which layes open the dore therot. 
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-to- thee, Enter in then, why doe 
you ſtand without dores. T he fonn - 
tainc of life the way to ſaluation , 
the heauenly Arcke lyes open to 
you , whence aromaticall ſweetes 
flow out in abunilance, There is 
the place of refuge from the remp- 
ting enemye, a place of propitia- 
tion from the anger of the future 
wdgement. This is the fountaine 
of oyle and grace which conti- 
nually flowes and neuer ceaſes to 
run mercy to the {inner , if he 
pleaſe to approche with a hart 
wholy contrite, This is the ſource 
of the heauecnly fountaine which 
runs our of the midſt of paradiſe, 
to water the ſuperficies of the 
earth,toquench thethirſt of a drye 
hart, to purge crymes , to ſubdue 
laciuious motions , and to repreſle 
the ſwellings of anger. Doe thou 
therfor drinke a cupp of lone out 
of this fountaine of our Sauiour. 
Drinke the ſweete folaces of life , 
P 4iij 
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our of the fide of Ieſas, that you 
may liue not in your felfe, but in 
him, who was wounded for you, 
Gine your hart', who-opened his 
hart to you, Enter by the dore of 
hisfacred wound, to. your Redce- 
moursintcriour, He innites you to 
_ enter; he demands, that you would 
remayne with .him : he delires 
-that you haue but: one hart with 
| him. Sorne, faith he , gine me 
.thy bart, God requiresnoc morecf 
you. If you giue that, you haue 
offerred him a moſt gratefull pre- 
ſent. Giue it then to- Iclus, 
and to noe other, Giue it to 
Chriſt, not to the world. Giue 
your hart toeternall wiſdome , not 
to vaine phyloſophic, For therfor 
it was that he cauſed his fide to-be 
layd fo wide open, & tobe lo deepe 
digged into, that you might find 
an open paſlage to the hart of your 
beloued, that you might penetrate 
the interiour of the ſonne of God, 
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and be vnited to him in true vnion 
of. harc, that you might dirett all 
your affections to him , and per- 
forme all your workes to. his ho- 
'nour in {implicitic of hart ; tha 
you might make it your bulinesto 
"7a him alone , and adheare to 

imwitha pure mynd , and with 
all your ſtrer.gch. Bo 

3- Where is 1t that you can res 
pole more ſecurcly , dwell more 
fafely , and ſleepe more deliciouſly 
then in the wounds of our Sauionr 
Ieſus Chrift who: was crucified for 
you ? Where can you hope to find 
out wildome more abundantly , & 
learnea more profitable knowledge 
of 200d life then in the verie in- 
moſt bowells of Chriſt who ſufte- 
red ? From whoſe ſweet boſome a 
living fountainerrickled downe for 
your vſe ? Where, can you, being 
fallen into coldneſle , be ſo power - 
fully reinflamed 3 fo- ſuddenly be 
conſcruedfromall the noyſe of the 
P. y 
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world; beſo perfedtly recolleed 
in your interiour , asin the hartof 
Iefus whoſe fide was peirced witha 
7 ora for your lone ? Nothing 
oth ſo warme, draw , penetrate 
the hart of man, as the loue of our 
crucified Redeemour, Hence it 
was that a certaine ſainte was wont 
to ſay, my loue is crucified, To. 
whomTlT affeQtionatly anſwer : and 
my loue too is wounded and peir-. 
ced all through, ſo that a free paſ- 
Ggeis afforded-me to his.amiable 
hart, Make haſte with a greedic 
deſire , as. farre as you: dare pre- 
ſume : applic your ſelfe to the {a- 
cred fide of Ieſus , that you: may 
be washed in his bloud. and water. 
And if poſſibly you can: putt out 
your owne hart, and place it.neere 
the hart of Ieſus ; that he may 
take it into his cuſtodie gouerne 
and poſſi ſeit, leaſt henceforth it 
may. be difperſed ypon many 


thinges, and be defyled. Reucale 
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our hart to him , intruſt your 
ſelfe confidently in his hands, de- 
liuer vp/all your wills and-nills., 


-haue but 'you one hart .and .one 


ſoule-in God. -Be of the ſame ſenſe 


and judgement with . him in all. 
thinges ,. according to his ſoue- 
raigne will and pleaſure for cuer. 


Then $hall you-liuc'in high repoſe, 
nor shall you be calily diſturbed 
or inordinatly contriſtated , when 
you hauec once abſolutly deliuered 
yp your hart+o Ieſus to conſerue 
it and-dwelle in it for cuer. 

4. -O moſt -fincere Ieſus , the 
Authour of all ſecreetes, and the 
inhabitour of + Jouing thartes, 
.©- ſpedtacle, of all contempla- 


tives. ! O. God. like treaſuric of 


all. gifts and graces ! Chriſt 
my Kinge , Redeemour of the 
faithfull , who ſufferedſt ' thy / 
moſt: faintly ſide to -be opened 


- with -the' point of a cruell lance, 


lay opento me, L beſeech thee.the- - 
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gates of thy mercy ; licence me:tv- 
'EnteT into the ſecreetesof thy moſt 
molt loning hart , by.the large and. 
open dore of thy: ſacred {ide ;-that 
my hart may be vnited-to thee 
wich the tye of charitic;z neuerts 
be yntyed: and may it be lo yehe- 
mently inflamed that thou- mayf' 
liuc in me , and Tin thee ina neerc 
league of. friendshippe for cuer, 
Wound:my hart with the-darrt of 
thy loue, Cauſe thy militarie lance 
eo- penetrate my bowells , andto 
iirike through all my | interiour 
partes, that-my ſoule may reco- 
uer perfe&t health by that deare 
wound , that'T may admitt noe 
other louer beſides thy ſelfe, re- 
quire noc- conſolation of thees Let 
my hart lye onely - peraioas and 
opento thee alone ; prour a ſtran- 
ger tothe world ; be shutr vp from 
the Diuel , and be fenſed on all 
fides, by the ligne of the Crolle,, 
zgainlt all temptations, 


1 


Ny WY 
ho —— 


| Thomas 4 Kemps. $48 


THE. XXXIIL, CHAP... 


of che raking downe of. Chritt 


. from the Creſſe.. . 


a 770 and giue thee thankes, . 
© Lord Iclu Chriſt , 0 thou 
divine fortitude , for thy. humble 
taking downe from. the 'high 
Crofle', in the eucning tyme, 
whervpon. thou hungedſt till 
funne (ett for our ſaluation, from 
whence. thou waſt to. be taken 
downe according to-the ordonance 
of the old ' law. , as alſo by reaſon 
that caſter. day - drew neere' when, 
the holy ſaboathwasto be celebra- 
ted, I prayſe and: glorifie thee for 
the deuoute ſeruice which thy fa- 
miliar friends charitably afforded, 
thee ,, when thoſe. moſt iuſt men 
Ioſeph of Arimathia ', and: Nica- 
dergas, a Nocor of thelaw ( tas 
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geither with their ſeruants coming 
to the Croſle, andrearing vp lad» 
ders againſt it , the one climing 
vp on the _ fide ,. and the 
other on the left, and another yet 
applying himſelfe to cleare the 
feete ) drew out the three pretious 
nayles out of thy holy hands and 
feete with due honourand pietie, 
and ioyning tothemſclues ſome of 
the ſtrongeſt of their companions, 
they reuerently imbraced that 
moſt noble body of thyne, and mv- 
deſtly and carcfully let it downe 
to the ground. Bleſſed are you, b 
men of mercy, who shewed this 
mercy to your Lord God, as 
buric himin a due and decent mat» 
'ner : for the fidelitie which you 
had shewen to your friend aliue, 
you tooke.care to. performe with 
orcater-: deuotion-: to : him now 
deade. And therfor you $hall-re- 
ceiue from the hand of God amore 
peculiar .. reward in heaucn , 00 
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whom you proued your ſclues (6 


faithfull in carth. And he, to 
whom you prepared a ſepulcher in . 
carth; will withoutall doubt mu- 
tually prouide you a more happie 
manſion aboue, as he promiſed his 
diſciples the laſt night and I wish 
to God, that I too the lealt of all 
his ſcruantes:, had bene admitted 
to be preſentat the 2xequies of my 
deare Lord: and maſter , that I 
might haue afforded. him at leaſt 
ſome {male ſernice. . Verily I 
Should moſt willingly haue held 
the ladder; orat leaſt haue reached 
vp thepinſers to haue pulled outthe 
nayles or finally I should hauelent 
a helping hand to thoſe that bore 
him, O. what good forture had I 
had, if I had ſtoode ſo ncere as to-: 
haue caught in my lappe one of 
my maſters nayles falling downe 
from aboue , for a ſweete memo- 
Tall of his paſſion , that as often 
as I should hauc ſecncir , I should .}. 
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haue bene preſently moued' wh} 
teares, 

z. I prayſe and honour thee for 
that wishfull imbracement which 
thou didſt receiue betwjxt thy 
moſt dolorous mothers hands and 
armes, and for the aftectiue deuo- 
tion by which thou waſt deliuecred 
to her by the faithfull-, and 
placed in her virginall bofome, 
At whatan aboundance of teare; 
flowed from thofe pure peerlefe 
eyes of hers! What warme dropps 
trick led downe from that mothers 
browes vpon thy deade body. 0 
what pure kiſtes d1d then that mo- 
ther of puritic imprint vpon 
thoſe dead members of thyne. Ah 
how dolorouſly and inſtantly did 
she looke into his ſacred wounds, 
O with how religious armes did 
She imbrace, hold , 'and locke vp 
that bleſſed fruite of her wombe, 
which she ſaw offered vp vpon thi 
uce of the Crolle for the faluatien 


. Thomas a Kempjs. 5 
of the world. Who, cuen ofa 
deuouter forte ; is able to coneeiue 
the anguish of hey exceeding great 
forrow , and ſufficiently toexprefle 
'the abundance of her teares:? Ler 
ys therfor draw neerer my ſoule, 
and deuvutly kifle Iefus his fresh 
wounds. Becauſe while he hunge 
nayled to the Crofle , there was 
noe meanes to procure acceſle for 
the thronge of the peophke , and 
the highth of the Croſle : but now 
heisto be found in the bolome of 
. bis mourncfull mother , where he 
lyes wounded and deade; Draw 
necre therfor © inner who focuer, 
and how great ſoeuer thou art, who 
art terrifhed with thefeare of eter- | 
nall damnation ; becauſe , this 
lambe was ſlayne for thee ; for thee 


was that hoſte offered who tooke 
away the ſinnes of the whole world. 
So pious and mercifullis our Lord 
Ieſus ſo pious and ſweet is Maric 
his. mother , that none. returnes. 


—  —C— 
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from them emptie handed ,” nogel* 
departes vncomforted , 'if he'de. 
mande pardon with a hart intireh 
penitent. O how ſweete and com- 
fortable are theſe thinges ro mej 
ſinner, farre beyond the honie, 
and honiecombe : for 1 ſce all wa 
done for me , which I: reade Chril 
ſuffered inflesh, And all the good 
that euer our B. Lady did in het 
life comes. wholy home to my me- 
riteand comfort that is, all the 
gcod offices she did'to Chriſt, and 
- alltheaduerſities which $he ſufk- 
red in the world with Iefus. Keep: 
therfor, 6 rhou mother ofeleion, 
thy onely beloued ſonne flaynefor 
me in thy boſome. Retayne himbb 
longe out of the ſepulcher that! 
may come vpon my Knees and 
adore him while he is yet yponthe 
earth; that I may powre out'mp 
prayers before him, and kiſſe his 
wounded lymmes , which were 
wrtured. by a ſingular - kind. 


—— 
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| Vartirdome. Heare me my Lady 


Miſtrelſe , and be fauourable to 
me. Accomplish my deſires, ad- 
mitt me to the ſacred kifle of him 
whom my hart loues. 


—_— — 
—_— —_— 
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THE XXXIV, CHAP. 


A prayer to the ſeueral' members 


of leſus Chriſt crucified. 
To hisfeete.. 


F, ſpeciousfeete of my Lord 
© lefas Chriſt which were 
both joyntly transfixed , with the 
dint of one molt crucll nayle , and 
powred out pretious bloud in great 
abundance : I reuerently adore 
you , and diligently kiſſe you, 
beging pardon for what cuerT haue 
offended by ſtanding or walking :- 
Anue Maria &&c, 
2. O beautifull thighes, and 
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humble knees of my Lord Ie(y] : 


Cbriſt which lay often bowed an{| v 
proſtrate in prayer vpon the batt| 2 


grownd', and which were tormetl- 
ted -with grecuous paine in the 
paſſion : I humbly adore” you and 
fappliantly. Kilſe you , begging 
thatI may be metrcifully pardon- 
nedas often as 1 haue bene ſouth: 
fall &-indeuoute in Gods ſeruice, 
Arne Maria &c.:' | 

"3+ O ſacred and vnſpotted bellie 
of my Lord Ieſus Chriſt whom the 
virginall- hall of holy Maric bot 
bore and nourished , which wa 
fmicten with many: bitter! blowes 
I hartily adore thee , and compal 
honatly :kifle thee, begging that 
F-may be: pardonned as ofcen-as'l 
haue imployed more care about 
my body, then neceſlnic exacted. 
Aue Maria: ns} 

4. O moſt worthy (ide of my 
Eord Iefus Chriſt wherin the wide 
bored wound of divine loue lyes 


| 


b 
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wide open, I lingularly adore thee, 


and moſt intimately Kifle thee, 
begging that I may be pardonned 
as aften as 1 haue violated bro- 
therly loue , or haue fallen into 
coldnelle from heauenly loue, Aye 
Maria. | 

5. O moſt patient backe of my 


e | Lord Ieſus Chriſt which was ſ@ 


readic to beare the. woode of life , 
and all the heanie loade of 1ſinne 
without any Contradidtion at all; 
enduring with all thoſe molt cruell 
whippes and ſtripes : I deuoutly 
adore thee, and delightfully kifle 
theedelireing pardon as oftenas I 
hue impatiently ſuffered the 
aflitions which befell me, Axe 
Maria, 

6, O venerable hands of my 
Lord Ieſus Chriſt, forced to an vn- 
lt extent vpon the Crofle, and 
peirced through with groſle iron 
nayles : I faithfully adore you, 
and kiſſe you with compaſſton, 
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ths that T may be cleanſed; 


from whatſocuer I haue contracted 
by ation, Ave Maria. 

7. O moſt pure breaſt of my 
Lord Iclus Chriſt , wherin there 
was neuer any ſtayne of linne, ( nor 
had is cuen any power to enter) vp6 
which B, Iohnthe Apoſtlere voltd 
as'the laſt ſupper : T adore thee in 
finceritie of hart, and kiſfle thee 
afteionatly ,, begging that what 
euer I haue contracted by filthy 
cogitations, may be intirely pur- 
ged in me. Axe Maria. 

8. Owhite and ſlender necke of 
my Lord Icſus Chriſt which was 
extenuated by frequent hungat 
and thirſt , neuer curiouſly ador- 
ncd , nor vainely exalted , but 
ſubmitted to father and mother in 
an humble reuerence, and cruelly 
buffetted in thy paſſton : I adore 
thee humbly , and louingly Kkiſle 
thee; begging pardon for all that 


| 


— 
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lhaue committed by oſtentation. 
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Anne Maria, 

9. O ſweeteſt mouth of my Lord 
Isf”s Chriſt from which the word 
of aluation was derived into this 
world ; which was dehiled with the 
lewes ſpittle , and made bitter / 
with a cuppe of 'vineger and gale. 
Idoe condignely adore the, and 
myldly kiſle thee , carneſtly beg- 
ging that I may be pardoned as 
often as I haue tranſgreſſed by ea- 
ting ,!drinking , or ſpeaking. Aue- 
Marta. 

10. Ogloriousface of my Lord 
leſfus Chriſt, replenished with a- 
lauelic renercnce, flchily beſmee- 
red by the Iewes, vniuſtly beaten, 
and ſcornefully veyled : Decently 
Iadore thee, and wishfully kiflg 
thee ; begging that thou wouldſt 
_ to pardon me , as oftenas [ 

aue offended the countenance of- 
thy myld maieſtie. A#e Maria, 
11, Q bleflcd cares of my-Lord 
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Iclus Chriſt which was neuer tou. 
ched with any blaſt of vanitie, nor 
changed -from the ſtate of righ- 
tuouſnelle by any ridiculous ,. or 
iniurions ſpeach , I honorably 
adorc you, and vnanimouſly Kkiſle 
you ,, begging that what yanitic 
ſocuer I haue contracted by vnlaw- 
full hearing , may be ſpeedily abo- 
lisched in me, Ane Maria. 

12, O moſt excellent bright eyes 
of my Lord leſus Chriſt , which 
were pure from all concupiſcence, 
and obſcured by the violence of 
death , whence a ſweete shewre of 
teares did often flow : I cordially 
adore you, and ſweetly kifle you , 
begging that what ſtayne ſocuerl 
may haue contracted by vnlawfull 
Igokces , may be mercifully par- 
doned me. Awe Maria, 

13. O ſablime head of my Lord 
Teſus Chriſt worthy of all vene- 
ration and reuerence , haucing a 
crowne of moſt sharppe thornes 
prefled 


Thomas a Kempis, 936! 
reſſcd downe into it, whilſt all che 
aire which hung round about it, 

wasdyed&blelledwith theſtreames 

of bloud which powred downe : 

I adore thee with all che Angells , 

and vniuerſall powers , and kiſle 

thee with farre more dceareneſle 
then the holes of all the wounds be- 
ſides, and more inſtantly begge 
of thee , that thou wouldſt daigne 
to abſolue me from all the thornie 

Sharpneſle of finne ; and to num- 

ber me at leaſt among the loweſt 

of thy cle&t. Axe Maria, 


Gt —— 
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THE XXXV. CHAP. 


Of the Venerable buriall of 
Chriſt Teſus. 


1, | Bleſſe and giue thee thankes, 

'&v Lord Iclu Chriſt , thon 
edour of life , brightneſle of.cter= 
nall light , for thy molt (weete 
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1mbaumement with pretious oynt=- . 
ments, which chough thou ncedlt 
not , in order to preacnt corrup- 
tion., yet were they molt accep- 
table to thee, as they came from 
the denotion of diuers of thy (er> 
uants, and were verie lawfully to 
be vicd , according to the Iewes 
formal! cuſtome, as we find written 
of many Patriarkes and kinges, 
who were buried with the like 
rites. I prayſe and glorife thee, 
for that diligent inuoluing thy ſa- 
cred þody in a pure and cleane 
ſyndaff, or winding sheete, as alſo 
for that decent veyling of thy 
bleſſed headein a white and cleanc 
hand-chercheife, which was after- 
wards found in the holy ſepulcher. 
I prayſcand glorihe thee, for th: 
mournfull tranſportation. of thy 
body to the ſepulcher , for thy re- 
uerent being putt into it, and thy 
hible lying in thatnew monument 
hcwenout of the rocke, and which 
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was giuen thee by that noble Sena- 
tour Ioſeph; where, it thE growing 
late , thou waſt honorably buried 
with many teares , and cloſely 
Shutt vp with a great ſtone. Re- 
ioyce , © venerable Ioſeph, in that 
office of ſo great pictic, and in fo 
ſublime a worke of charicie done 
to Chriſt, I doe congratulate with 
thee, and highly commende thy 
nobilitie , in that thou didſt per- 
forme this dutic molt worthy of all 
honour, Becauſe thou didſt not 
onely demande licence of Pilate 
to burie him, but thou didſt euen 
open thyne owne ſ{epulcher to him, 
which thou hadſt prepared for thy 
ſe]fe torepoſe in, atter thy deceaſe. 

2, O whatan cſtceme had God 
for thee, who chuſed to be buried 
with thee beforc all the places of 
the world , he , I ay, vnder whoſe 
power were all the confinesof the 
earth , and all compriſed vnder 
the heaucns, I te! 1 thee © thou moſt 
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illuſtrious of men , that thou $halt 
henceforth be honored by God and 
man, as long asthe world ſtands, 
and the number of the fairthfull 
ſubliſtes. For this ſepulcher $hall 
be farre more venerable, glorious, 
and renowned then all thoſe of 
the. Saintes and kinges of the 
earth, be they neucr ſo famous. 
Many pilgrimes shall cometo vi- 
fire it from the moſt remote cor- 
ners of the world , and they shall 
adore in this place where the body 
of our Lord repoſed. Here then 
was Iclus buried , here was our 
crucified Lord layd , here did the 
women lament, here he was delt- 
uercd vp toſoldiers cuſtodie, Here 
did Chriſt ryſe thethyrd day; here 
Ieſuswas ſeenc by Maric Magda- 
lence. Here did the Angell of our 
Lordappeare from heauen : here 
.werethe Keepers of the ſepulcher 
terrified, and became like deade 
mcn. And therfor hers too, doc 


Thomas a Kempis. 365 
thou take vp thy relidence 'my 
ſoule for a while , to bewayle thy 
Sauiour Ieſns ( togetther with 
the good women) who was buricd 
for thy ſake, For it is bur iuſt and 
meete , that thou shouldſt pay him 
the dutie of monrning, from whom 
thou doſt expect the reward of 
endicflc cxultation, Ponder fe- 
riouſly then , how hugely , all 
Chriſts faithfill were contriſtated, 
eſpecially the holie women , when 
they ſaw Ictas taken from them, 
and shutt vpin his ſepulcher, for 
whole lone they had contemned 
all, and whom they had followed 
all, about ; ro whom they had fo 
ofren denoutly. afforded part of 
their fortuncs : with whom they 
cheifly affected to liue , and ioy- 
fullly conucrſc: and by whom they 
.belecuned they might become 
eternally happie, Verily by how 
much their loue was more intenſe, 
by fomuch was their ſorrow mote 
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inſupportably bitter, 

3. Butthat which moſt afflicted 
thoſe ſorrowfull hartes, was, that 
the hope of his reſurrection ſee- 
med to be taken away , and their 
faith, buricd , as it were , with 
Icſus in the ſepulcher. And ther- 
for thoſe poore ſoules perccined 
noc other conſolation left them , 
then to bewayle their deceaſed 
maſter, and to returne home to 
prepare oyntmentes, that at leaſt, 
if they could notrayſe the deade , 
they might, at leaſt , conferue 
him from - corruption by their 
faichfull oyntement, But © you 
holy and religious women , wha 
loe Ieſus withan incellant louc, 
doe not, I pray , too much lamenr 
him, doe not wholy deſpaire: Call 
to mynde what Ieſus forctold, 
and expect a while : for with in 
three dayes he shall certainly ryſc 
againe, Then $hall you ſee himin 
great {plendour, with ioy of hart, 
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whom now you lament as buricd 
in infrmitic and ſorrow, Then 
will there be a new 1oy to all his 
friends , who now moſt gricuouily 
forrow for his death and buriall 
nor will your oyntments be then 
any way vie fullto him, fith ryfing 
from death , he $hall appearec in 
greateſt glorie for he shall be clo- 
thed with a ſtole of imortalitie, nor 
will death cuer after be able to do- 
mineere ouer him. Doe thouallo, 
0 man learne fruitfully to thinke 
ofthe dillolution of thy body, by 
refl:tion of Ieſus his buriall. 
What thon hadſt from carth, 
muſt neccflarily be commended to 
carth againe. Duſt thou art, and 
toduſtshal: thou returne. Whence 
art thau proude then , thou thar 
art readic to become corruption © 


and to be coucred with earth > 


What do!t thou {> carneſtly couer 
in the world , thou thar art ſo fuad- 
denly ro be turned out of dores, 
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and to be troden vpon by all 
MeEn. 

4. When therfore thou doſt 
behold the graucs of dead perſons, 
xeflect that thou art svortly to be- 
come their fcllow , for there, is 
eucry ling creature to be lodged 
by Gods appointment There both 
the rich and poote $hall be layd a 
longe in one common bedd , con- 
tent with a ſmale proportion of 
ground.. There the noble is not 
diſcerned from the ignoble, There 
the weake and the ſtronge $hall 
be equally troden vpon. There 
the couctous mans money s$hall 
afford him noc vſerie , nor the 
fraudulent draw profit by his ex- 
quiſite inuentions : there the de- 
licate creature $hall be wormes 
meate ,, and he that whilome 
was ſo feate in his attire hall 
grecte our noles with a filthy 
ftinke. There $hall the proude 
hart, of man be made ſtoope, and 
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his prayſe shall vanish. Loe how 
all mortall men tend to nothing, 
and all flesh corrupted by linne , 
returnes to its origine, Where. 
fore ſtudie ſo to liue , and by the 

iric fo to mortihe the inclina- 
tions of the flesh , that while it is 
putrifying into duſt , thy foule 
may merite to reſt in happic peace: 
for if now , on Good friday, 
thou lineſt in labour and ſorrow , a 
holy ſaboath of repoſe will ſuc- 
ceede, and: tothat a moſt joyfull 
Paſchall in the reſurrection of the 
inſt. Therfor by how much thou 
lineſt more ſtrictly in the world 
for the preſent , by ſo much more 
quietly shalt thou repoſe in thy 

raue. And by how much more 
| a7 thou adhearctt to- the 
Croſſe , fo much more ſurely shalt 
thou come to Chriſt, By how much 
more bitterly chou now deploreſt 
thy finnes, by fo much there re- 


maynes-lefle to be purged by re- 
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uengefull flames. Lament , la- 
ment, while it is yet the tyme of 
grace, while the gates of mercy 
lye open , while pennance is ac- 
ceptable to God , and there is 
lentifull redemption to be had at 
his hands, Lament , with all, 
the miſcrable condition of the 
world, and mans huge great in- 
ratitude , that there are fo few 
true followers of Chriſt found, and 
ſo many that fall backe from their 
ſpirituall feruour. For the-reſt , 
let the meditation of Icſus Chrift 
and him crucificd , be thy conti- 
nuall exerciſe, Place Icſus conti- 
nually before thyne eyes; gine not 
backe from Iclus his Crotle , but 
liuing and dying enter into the 
graue with Icſus, that when Chriſt, 
thy life, shall appeare, thou may{ 
rye with him in glorie, 
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OF THE RESVRRECTION 

of Chriſt, and his ma< 
nyfold apparitions, 
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of the Viftorious tryumph of 
death , inthe Croſſe of our Lovd 
Teſus Chriſt , and of his moſt 
ioyfull reſurrefion our of the 
ſepulcher, 


i. Aany Blelle and giue thee: 

> thankes, 6 Lord Ieſu 
NZ Chriſt Sauiour of the 
JF world , forthy vidto- 
rious tryumph oucr death vpon 
the Crolle , and for thy glorious 
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and jioyfull reſurre&ion out of the 
ſepulcher , wherin thou didlt lye ' 

three dayes. , and three nightes, | 
being truly deade for our ſakes, 
and buried with many teares,, hid- 
den from the eyes of men , and 
$shutt vp vnder a great ſtone , fo 
that thou couldſt neither be tou- 
ched nor ſcene by thy friends, and 
Diſciples. Where alſo thou waſt 
kepr by the ſoldiers ſtronge hand, 
leaſt ryling againe from death 
thou mighteſt eſcape out of their 
hands ; or els. leaſt thy Diſciples 
might hauc ſtolnc thee away ; pri- 
uatly. haue tranſportea thee to 
ſome other place , and haue ado- 
red thee fora God, and haue bru- 
tedabrode among the people, that 
ke that was. crucified was ryſen 
againe. But certes iniquitie gaue 


it ſelfe the | ye, and all the craft of 


the Diuell, all Pilates power, all 


the peoples peruerſeneſle , all the 
prieſts iniquicic , all the '$kil} of 


Thomas a Kempis 9797; 
the Scribes , . all. the counſells of 
the Pharaſies and elders , who- 
ſtriue to blott thy name out of the 
mouthes of men, were reduced: to 
nothing, Becaulc, in verie deede, 
there is noe counſell againſt onr 
Lord, nor can the power of man 
proue preualent againſt the hyeſt 
nor can the prudence of the flesh 
gaine aduantage againſt the wil- 
dome of God : {nor can craft and 
fraude decciue God who knowes 
all : for thou who didſt lay the fun- 
dations of the carth vpon its ownc 
ſtabilitie , and did putt limitts to- 
the ſea, and create'all. thinges in 
waight , number and. meaſure, 
thou alſo kneweſt the tyme and 
houre of thy ryling , as thou Kne- 
wedlt the tyme of thy birth, and 
_ the houre of thy death. Therfor 
. midd-night being. palt , and the 
, day drawing ncere, omoſt clement 
Icſa , thou didſt ryſc out of the ſe- 
pulcher fuH of life , and ioy , and 
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brightneſle in thy glorious body , 
as in thy natiuitic thou iflued out 
of the ſacred wombe of thy moſt 
holy Virgine mother Marie, 
without any whitte violating her 
virginitie , which was onely per- 
uious to thee, being God, by the 
cooperation of the holy ghoſt in 
this ſo high and heauenly a my- 
ſteric, and ſtupcndious a miracle, 
which the world hal neucr yet 
heard of. 

2. Andthou haſt appointed that 
this moſt ſacred folemnitie. of thy 
reſurrection brighter then the 
ſunne, and more worchy then all 
the feaſtes of the yeare : should 
be. celebrated with a perpetuall 
worshippe, by all the faichfall of 
the earth, with moſt ioyfull harts 
and well according voyces , in 
hymnes and .pſalmes and often 
iterated Allelnia's : as alſo moſt 
ſtlyto be renewed with thankes 
Sining in happic memoric. Fi- 


Thomas 4 Kempis, * 575 
nally on this night, © Chriſt our 
Kinge, thou haſt mercifully layd 
vsopen a paſlage to cternitie , the 
Angells beholding , and reioy- 
ceing with thee, 'in this thy noble 
tryumphe ouer death, and hell, 
as thou hadſt alreadie foretold thy 
Diſciples , and while they were 
yet ignorant of it, thou didſt moſt 
joyfully putt on- the ſtole of thy 
glorious body. Then did all the 
princes of darkneſle wayle and la- 
ment to bchold the brightneſle of 
thy countenance in humane na- 
ture, A great feare did allo ſtrike 
the hartcs of the ſoldiers who kept 
the ſepulcher by ſtrong hand: , who 
vere preſently ſtruken , as it were, 
deade by the earth quake, and the 
vnaccuſtomed appearance of the 
Angells. For the Angell of God 
deſcending from heauen , clothed 
in reſplendant white garments., 
remoued the great ſtone from the 
monument , preparing a faire aud. 
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ſecure way to the holy women, 
who came with pretious oynt- 
ments, toanoynte Ieſus againe in 
the ſepulcher , that they might 
ſafely approche ; [ce rhe ſepulcher 
to be emptie , and that Icſus was 
not there , but was ryſen, I prayſe 
and mightely magnific thee , thou 
moſt powerfull kinge of kinges, 6 
Lord Ieſu Chriſt. Prince of hea- 
uen and carth , and myld crea- 
tour of all thinges , for thy vtter 
ranſacking of hell, and ſtrong bin- 
ding of proud Lucifer , who was 
throwne into a poole of burning 
fire, with pitch and. brimſtome. I 
prayſe and gloritie thee , for the 
totall ruine of the Diuells malice, 
and power againſt mankind, ſo that 
now the Dineils cannot workc 
fo much wickedneſle as they de- 
fire, and as they were wont , be- 
fore thy incarnation and paſlion , 
but that all the ſcandall , and ma+ 
lice of the Iewes, which was deuiſed 
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oainſt thee , by the ſuffering vpon- 
the Crolle. berwixt two theeues 
returned ypon their owne h cades» 

3. And loe thou art ncw ryſen 
againe, and-thon haſt ſubdued the 
Kingdome of hell and thou haſt 
defeated all the power of the di- 
uell by the figne of the Croſle, 
and haſt laycd their pride low vn- 
der the feete of thy poore weake 
ſeruan:s, whom thou haſt choyſen 
out of the world : for now all 
Chriſtians as well noble as ignoble 
retoyce and gloric in the agg of 
the Crofle, and beare it with con- 
fidence in their forcheades to the 
honour of thy name, againſt the 
terrours of the ancient ſerpent, and 
againſt all the inſults of the Iew 
and Pagan , who to this houre 
hate the name of Ileſus Chriſt , the 
fonne of God, who was crucified 
to ſaue the world, I prayſe and 
honour thee , © moſt myldIecſn, 
for thy gracious yiliting of the 


a 
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Saintes of the old Teſtament, de- 
tayned in Lymbo PP. and for de- 
tivering all the fairhfull repoling 
in the boſome of Abraham , who 
had longe expeCted thy coming' to 
Hell with an ardent defire , and 
many* lamentablc cryes ( as we 
finge this day in the proceſſion”) 
which they madeto thee, ſaying, 
Thou art come at length 6 thou 
dcfired , whom we expedted-in 
darkr:icſſe , that thou mighteſt 
dceliuer vs captiues this night our 
of our bands. Rcioyce therfor 
now, thou eſpecially , 6 our firſt 
father Adam , thon nacturall ori- 
gine of ail mankind togeither 
with thy noble wife Eue, tramed 
out of thyne owne fide in Paradice, 
becauſe Chriſt is come, being of 
thyne owne Kind , borne of the 
Virgine , and ſacryhiced vpon the 
Crofle, and he is come to del;uer 


thee , and all thy children who 


arc 111 captiuitic with thee , who 
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were deceaſed in his faith, andin 
hope of his celeſtiall grace : that is 
to reduce thee and all thy holy 
progenic out of the poſlcſſton 'of 
Hell , the .houſe of a priſon the 
shadowe of death , the denne of 
lions , and the terrours of the wie- 
ked diuells, into the paradice of 
pleaſure and erernall felicitic with 
moſt ſweete caticlesof excelſtueioy, 

4. Share thou. too in this ioy , 
0 holy Father Abraham thou fa- 
ther of many nations togeither 
with Sara thy faithfull wife, for the 
promiſe made thee of Chriſts 
incarnation , is fulfilled in this 
folEnitie, whoſe day thou haſtſo 15g 
expected & wishcd for be cauſe this 
day thowart ſo happic as to behold 
witha joy full counteniceChriſt the 
giuer of the Kingdome of heauen, 
truly borne of thy feede, as thou 
didſt firmely belecue. And thou 
moſt ancient father Iſaac doe thou 
allo congratulate in this clcare 
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fight of Chriſt , and in- bisdeſceh- 
ding into Hell wherof thou didft 
prophecie before thy death, and | 
who did{t point out and commend 
Chriſt farre aboue all the Saintes 
(though in myſticall tearmes ) in 
bleſling Iacob thy ſonne,. laying: 
Behold the odour of my {6ne,as he 
odour ofa fruitfirt{ field which our 
Lord blefled, Who curlcth thee be 
he accurſed: and who bleflerh thee 
let hiny be replenished with bene- 
dictions, And thence I who reade 
and heare theſe thinges.  giue | 
thankes to thee my God. Andl 
bleflethy name, & moſt (weet Teſu, 
farre aboue all the names of the 
Saintes, that I may deſcrue to be 
bleſſed here , and for cuer togei- 
ther with the elect, to be reple- 
nished with heaucnly bleſiings,and 
to be beatified with the holy An- 
gclls. | 

5. And doe thou too , 0 Iacob 
taou ſtrongelt wraſler , reioyoe 
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in this day , principally in the 
heaucnly glorie and ioytull ſighc 
of leſus Chriſt, concerning whom 
thou didſt of old faithfully praying 
fore-tell amongſt the benedictions 
of thy ſonns , 7 Will expeft thy 
Szuionr, © Lord, Ofſweete word 
tobe heard , full of ioy to the pious 
care, O wholſome word wherin 
the name of Ieſus 1s hiddenly in- 
ſinuated , and was long expected 
and deſired by the Patrjarkes and 
Propheres, and at length preſen- 
tedto their eyes; for there is noe 
other name giuen vnger heauen by 
which we muft be ſaued , then this 
moſt ſweete name Ieſus from eter- 
nitie to cternitic bleſſed abone all 
for cuer. For Iclus the ſaluation 
( Szuiour ) of God was promiſed 
inthelaw, borne of a V iroine ſuf- 
fered vpon the Crofle, roſe againe 
the third day , accomplished all 
thinges which the holy Parrijarkes 


and Prophetes foretold of him. 
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Pronounce now therfor , © holy- 
Tacob, in the ioy of thy hart, and 


ſpeake of Chriſt appearing in his 
fathers glorie before the Angells 
of Gods : I haue now ſcene my 
Lord face to face , and my ſoule is 
made ſafe. what doſt thou defire 
farther 2 And what more bappie 
thing canſt thou inioy 2 If thou 
hadſt ſo great ioy when thou ſa- 
wedſtthe Angell of our Lord, ah 
how much more oughteſt thou now 
to reioycein hauing the happines 
to ſee the: Lord of the Angells, If 
thy ſpirit was xeuiuced when thou 
didſt heare , thy ſonne Ioſephe 


lines and he $hall rule and naue 


dominion all Egipt ouer, how much 
more-oughteſt thou to reioyce at 
Chriſts ryling our of his graue ? 
being neuer todye againe, but to 
ralgne ouer all in heauen and 
earth? Oall you holy Patriarkes 


and Prophetes, 6 kinges and lea» _ 


ders of the people , © old men and 
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young , Virgines and faithfull 
widdowcs. O preiſts and Deacons, 
DoGctours and Scribes : © you ſpi- 
rits and foules of the inſt , holy 
avd humble of hart , reioyce and 
exult this day in our Lor.l and Sa- 
viour Iefus Chriſt. Prayſe , and 
ſuperexalt him for cuer, becauſe 
he comes to viſite you, and to re=- 
ioyce all thoſe that expected the 
redemption of Iſracl. I beſcech 
thee now , © moſt mercyfull Lord 
Icfu Chriſt , thou true ſaluation 
of my ſoule , and my whole con- 
fidence in this frayle life of 
mine , from my verie youth to 
my old age, and this preſent day 
and houre , abandonne me not a 
poore aud infirme creature, inthe 
mideſt of the temptations and tri- 
bulations which aſſault me. Com- 
to me, my God , in all the preſ- 
lures and troubles of my hart 
| by the merites of thy moſt blefled 
pallion , and yckement dolours, 
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and moſt abundant teares of thy 
moſt holy mother Marie, which 
she powred out while $she ſtood 
moſt bitterly lamenting by the 
Croſle, ypon the fight of thy fa. 
cred wounds by true compaſſion, 
Reioyce my hart alſo by the me» 
rites of all thy beloued Saintes, Pa- 
triarkes , Prophetes , Apoſtles, 
and all the Szintes who rcioyce 
with thee in the Kingdome of hea- 
ucen, Remember , 6 Lord , that 
holy word which thou faydſt : they 
sliall come our of the eaſt and weſt, 
and $hall fitt with Abraham, 
Iſaac , and lacobinthe Kingdome 
of heauen. Grant, I beſeech thee, 
0Lord , that I alſo may be made 
partaker, of this holy ſocietic and 
table in that hcauenly abode ; thou 
who this day didſt ryſe ont of thy 
graue With a glorious body , and 
didit faithfully promiſe the joyes 
of an eternall life to all that loue 
thee. Who liucſt &<c. | 

Of 
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THE II, CHAP. 


of the deuoute Viſite made te 


the holy ſepulcher of our Sa- 
wor Teſus Chriſt. 


1, T Blefle and giue thee than- 

kes, © Lord Icſu Chriſt thou 
comfortour of all that are fadd 
and: ſorrowfull , for that deuoute 
wltc of thoſe holy women whe 
came verie airely in the morning 
to thy ſepulcher to diſcouer all 
that had paſſed that molt ſacred 
night, blefled aboue all the holy 
nightcs, I prayſc and moſt highly 
comend that great feruour of thoſe 
holy women, and noble Ladyes, 
who had purpoſed to anoynte thy 
moſt holy body-a new againe ; for 
that they roſe'ſo airely and ſpee- 
dily while +: , (and 
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while others happlie flept-) and 
,went togeither (the moſt honeſlly 
and ſecretly they could deuiſe ) 
towards the ſepulcher carrying 
pretious oyntmentes with them, 
which they had proyided to 
anoynte'him. O what ſorrow tou- 
ched their hartes, and what floodes 
ſprung from their eyes, when they 
cſpyed the Crofle in paſling by 
Caluarte, or when they obſerued 


the foorſtepps of thy paſſion, and 


reflected ſeriouſly vpon all thy 
wounds. -O with how ſollicitous 
thoughtes were they preſſed, and 
compelled to wezpe , 'when they 
beheld the,monument, and { 

king among :themſelues they jd 
.tvbo will remone ws the ſtone from 


the month of the monument ? Nor. 
is it any Wonder if they bemoned 
themſclues, {incethey Knew well, 


that they had not ſufficient 
ſtrength to remoue fo great 2 


Kone from the ſepulcher. Feare 


Ea 
aid: 
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'therfor moued them to recurne 
backe-, bur loue perſuaded them 


toaduanceon further, and not att 
all to feare the watch of ſoldiers. 
O that Peter and Iohn were here, 
from them we might hope for 
ſoc Filling aſſiſtance , for indeede 
the ſtone was ſo huge great that 


twelue ſtronge men were +(carce 


able to remoue it. But ,, good wo- 
men ., it is better that'Peter and . 
Idhn 'should ſtay at home , and 
ktepe cloſe, and-in the interim. 


pray for you, thar'God would pro- 


tet you , and-accomplish yourde> 
fire, then-to come hither in great 
dabger to be flayne by the:ſoldiers; 


for ſo would there an addition be 


made to your ſorrow & affliction, 
if after the Maſter, the ſeruantes 
Should alſo be ſlaughtered. 

2. What will you Yocthen, and -. 
whither will you goe? ſtay I pray 
you, and pray :: feare inot , but got 


| oniſecurely. Be 'confident 4n God, 
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that you shall shortly hane helpe 
from heaucn , and yood. newcs 
from an Angell, who Knowes 
what is become of your maſter who 
was here buricd the day before. 
God knowes your hartes , who 
youare , and whence you caine, 
whom you ſeeke', and what you 
bring , and what you hidd vader 
your mantles ; for the molt fweete 
odour of your oyntements is ryſen 
vp into the fight. of God amidſt 
his heauenly quires, and the ble. 
ſed Angells are delighted in the 
fweenelle of your holy: prayers, 
and in your ferucnt loue to Iclus, 
which you make cuidcut by. this 
pious worte of yours. Certes 
loaue vanquisketh all, and dreads 
none at all : nor doth itreſt till.it 
get to the ſight of the belouzd. 
Make haſt therfor , hold on , and 
be filent. Conlider the ſepulcher 
diligently, andif you findit open, 
Enter into it confidently, And.if 


Thomas a Kempis. 339 
you dare not enter , expeCta while, 
and pr:y , looke towards heauen : 
and knocke art the gatcof it with 
weepingand wayling , till the An- 
gell of our Lord come downe , and 
fay to you : doe not you frare ; for 
I know that you ſeeke leſus who 
was CrH#rcifi:d , come aud ſee the plate 
where he ( our Lord) was putt. He 
is not here as you ſee ; but he is 
riſen as he foretold you. Tt you ob- 
ſerue his words, you haue nothing 
to feare in point of his reſurrection. 
The loue of Ieſus , contriſtated 
you'ih his pafſton, His loueagaine, 
ouerioyed your harts in his re- 
furrection, Expect a while, and in- 
fallibly yon shall ſee him. Doe not 
feeke him any more lying in his 
graue , bur living with the An- 

ellsin heancn, Not ſupping with 

artha at Bethania , bur fitting 

at the right hand of God in glorie. 

Nor fayling inthe bore with Pe- 

ter , but raigning ouer all the An- 
R it 
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clls.of heauzn. Not preaching.in: 
= mountaine , but ruleing ouer 
guery. Ercature in heauen and 
carch. 

3. Remember what he foretold, 
that the ſonne of man.was to be 
crucified , and to, rye againe the: 
thitd day, Now therfor, depart 
from hence, being comforted and' 
Krengthened by. = Angell-, and 
caric good ncewes to your friends, 
and announce great ioy to the (add 
Diſciples, and that they should. 
not defpaire becauſe they all aban- 
donned Telus , and betooke thems. | 
{claesco flight. Goe now and call 
them backe to hope of pardon, But 
tell Peter eſpecially who denyed: 
ham thrice , and therfor he neuer- 
leaucs off weeping molt bitterly. 
that he should not diſtruſt , but 
putt great confidence- inthe ſfingu» 
lar and accuſtomed, mercy of lefus: 
which he had often experienced : 


kecauſe this day he hall cergaioly. 
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ſe him, and be glad at hart. Re- 
late all that you heard and ſaw to 
him : becauſe our Lord Iecſus 
Chriſt cruly. roſe this-nighre. O 
Peter leaue off weeping : ryſe v 

quickly and come. Runalong wich 
$, lohn. Enter into the monument 
inſecuritie , and ſee there the lin- 
nen shzete, & had cercheife wherin 
he was wound, Belccue the An- 
gells words who faith. that Iefus is 
ryſen, and lines, and will goe ouer 
into Galilie ,, and appeare to his 
Diſciples. Make ioy Peter , and 
reioyce with Chriſt, thou cheitc 
Paſtour of the Church , becauſe 
the good paſtour is ryſen , who 
voutchſafed ro dye for thee and his 
Sheepe vpon the Crolle. O deare 
anſwer out of the mouth of an An- 
oell, to comfort the hartes of che 
afllicked , to afford hope of pardon 
to the finner, by the example of S, 
Peter and many other Saintes, who 
rae vp ſtronger after their fall; 

R iiij 
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Bleſſed be God who forſakes ridt 
the afflicted , in hart , but faues 
the humble in ſpirit and ſtreng- 
thens ſuch in faith as ſeeke him- 
felfe alone , defircing to ſee noe 
ether. O holy women, you who 
heard many good thinges. of Teſus, 
if he chance to meete you in the 
way, ſaying , hayle fiſters , hy 
hard hold of his feete, and ſuffer 
him not to. depart, till he bleſfe 
you. Adore him falling downe 
vpon the ground with bended 
knzcs, and louinglic falute him in 
words of peace, and doe it tooin 
the bchalfe of mec a ſinner humbly: 
begging pardon. O that I had ſuch 
a gift of dcuotion accompagned 
with teares, as you had in ſecing 
him. You I am confident he will. 
willinglie heare by reaſon of the 
tolinefſe of your merires, and the 
many. good offices you did fre- 
quently afford him. | 
4+. I. prayſc and honour thee , v 
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moſt myld Ieſu', for thy greateft 
clemencie , pious diſcourſe and 
joyfull Gluration to the holy and 
deuonte women who mette thee 
in the way , permitting them to 
touch thy moſt facred feete, which 
were nayted to the Crofle, brighter 
then the fanne , whiter then the 
ſnowe more. beautifull then: the 
exrbuncle -, . more - pretious : then 
paid] .and.'more odoriferons then : 
aume and all other -oynrements. 
Otexcelſent Itfn, I'moſt highly 
thanke thee , for that thou- didft . 
fend downe thy holy Angell from 
heauen;; toremoue the huge ſtone -- 
from the ſepulcher; toterrifie away 
that impious watch from thy holy. 
place , whete thou: didſt ſecurely 
repoſe as a Lyon in hisdenne; to 
prepare a free accefle tothe ſepul- 
cheras well for men as wotnenito.. 
comfort allrhem that bewayle thy. 
death and buriall ; to ftrepgrhen : 


and.confirme ſoules weake infaith; 
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and doubrfull in point of thy: res. 
ſarxeAion ; to rexoyce with they - 
inall good thinges, asin thy proſ> 

erous returne out of Hell,and the 
— opening of the kingdome 
of heauen, For ſo much ſorrow had 
ſcaſed their hartes in_ſecing thee 
crucified , that they loſt all faith 
and hope of thy future reſurreQion, 
which chou hadſt fo often foretold 
with thyne owne mouth, W hece it 
was that they could recciue conſo; 
lation fr 6 noc mortall man, vnleſls 
they did vilite.thy ſcpukcher . the 
pext- day ., and.recciue from the 
mouth of an Angell thatthou waſkt 
ryſen , that they had ſcene it with, 
their eyes, and touched thy glo- 
rious fcete with. their hands in te- 
ſtimonic of the _ truth. Which. 
being done, and having ſalaced 
them with, thy. pious falutation, . 
thoudidſtinioyne-rothe performe. 
3n ofhge, Of denounceing that joy + 
tull ewes, worthy ofall-accepta» 
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tion , and. honour , comforting 
them exceeding graciouſly , and 
confirming them by that ſweete 
conference , ſaying : Feare v0t, but 
goe ana tell my brethren , that they 
should goes into Galilie , and there 
they shallſee me. 

5. Ohow. deare and delightful 
athinge it-is to heare theſe words, 
how {weete a thinge to thinke of 
them , and how profitable is. it ta 
ruminate..them, 1n. order to. the 
banishing of ſecular fables. O how 
deare arc the eyes which ſaw our - 
Lord ; how pure the hands which 
touched . Ieſus, how chaſte and 
boly the- lippes . which printed 
kifles vpon his mouth how quicke | 
they became to walke, how light 
and nimble to run; how prompt 
were their hartes to obey : how 
ioyfull their mouthes to announce 
to the. Diſciples , that our Lord 
was ryſen. According to the mea- 
lure of their ————_ good fry 
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Jay , ypon the view of his Ignomi- - 
nious Crofle , their ioyes increa-- 
fed vpon caſter day when they 
heard the tydings of his glorious. 
reſurreQio. T he itewes opprobrious.. 
proceedings, was changed into the- 
Apoſtles greateſt ioy : andthe ſcan- 
dall of the Crofle into the remedie 
of eternall faluation. The faintes. 
teares were turncd into the An- 
oells ſonges ; and the wounds of: 
the whippes and nayles, the res 
miſſion of our finnes. O fweeteſt 
Iefa Chriſt, excite my hart to the 
loue of thy.holy and bleſſed name, , 
aboue all the ſaintesfin heauen and: 
incarth, to remeber 8& ſecke thee 
airely cuery morning with Marie - 
Magdalene and her companions in; 
the ſepulcher of my hart ; ro dye 
perfectly to this world, and de-- 
noutly to adheare to thee in filence 
and in the fecrecte of prayer, Ba-- 
nish from me all hardneſle of bart 
Auth of bodic , and drowlinclt of 
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eyes. Infaſc the grace of compuns-. 
ion , the chcerefulneſle of grace, 
worthily to celebrate this holy 
feaſt to the glorie of thy holy name. 
Receiue the firſt fruites of my 
lipps, as a perpetuall ſacryfice of 
a » by the hands of the holy 

ngells who kepr the ſepulcher 
with great reuerence and hononr , 
and | they may faithfully Keepe 
me day and night from all dangers: 
of body and ſoule, ha 

6. And be thou preſent tome, 6- 
Lord , eſpecially intyme of prayer, 
laſt my thoughtes begin towan- 
der by res: a about, and by- 
apitating vaine fanfies in my mynd 
intymc of prayer, and neglctting 
thee in that holy-place ; where in- 
deede I ought to be attEtiue to the 
plorie of thy countenance with 
muchrenerence and application, 
enen as a {{uppliant Petitionour - 
ſnatched vp to > , and quite 


forgetfull of what belonges to the - 
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world for the loue of thee ; and 
and being intirely vnited to thee 
with a pure hart : for what in 
deede are all thinges vnder hea- 
uen ; but-yanitie of vanicie 2 Truly 
in compariſon of heaucnly joyes, 
all worldly folemnitie is asnothing 
in thy fight. Grat me therfor, 0 my 
God, thou beautic and glorie of the 
Angells, ſcriouſly to ponder cuery, 
word ,and ſenſe of £ Pſalmes , 
and all the others Canticles and: 
Hymnes which are ſunge and read. 
in the Church, as farre forth as 1 
may be capable. ro.. vnderſtand 
themin this frayle ſtate of myne, 
till I may. come to thee my true 
light, which doth enlighten. my 
darkneſle, and wonderfuly illumt 
natcth all the Citizens of that ce- 
leſtiall Hieruſalem. . Accepte alſo 
in this great. and holy ſolemnitie , 
in licu of odoriferous oyntements 
extracted out of mirre and francin- 
cenſe,the frequent and forrowfull 
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ſecrete groanes of my mouth, for 
all my finnes .and, negligences , 
which I haue committed,cuher in 
word", worke or thought : that 
being by chat meancs newly borne 
againc in ſpirite ; and clothed in 
white garments, I may be ſo happic 
as to appeare before thee a pure 
and joytull pretendant amidſt thy 
deuoute friends, with an humble - 
confeſſion of my finnes : Finally, 
in ſtcede of pretiqaus. compolitions 
made of balſome and honie, I pre- 
ſent vnto thee all. the holy deſires 
of my harte , and all the holy exer- 
ciſes of deuoute perſons-in honour 
of the bleſſed Trinitie , and thy 
glorious- reſurreion , togeither - 
with the Angells ſonges, and the 
iubilation of all the ſfaintes'in thoſe 
leauenly quires of thyne, Amen, _ 
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A prayer-to the holy Angell mhe 
are ht Gd of our life, * 


Beſeech yon , 6 you holy An- 
pgellsand Archangells , who are 
the Miniſters of the kinge of hea- 
uen, all clothed in white garments, 
replenished 'with eternall  ble(- 
Kings, haue pittie on me a. poore- 
and "miſerable 1ſinner., and. come: 
into my-ayde at- all tymes-, who» 
wandet vnder Gods aſliftance in 
this. worlds . banisment... Strech, 
out a helping. hand ' to a+ poore- 
begger , and comfort: a . weake 
creature againſt the dinells de- 
ceipts, and his owne vicious paſ-- 
ftons. Adorne me with white: 
ſtoles , make my manners holy by 
faith , hope, and charitie to God, 
Strengthen me interiourly that I 
may make progreſle in true ver- 
rue , weeping with the ſorrowfull, . 
reioyccing with thoſe that reioyce, - 
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nd inceſſantly giuing thankes to. 
God for all the good I haue ener 
done to Gods honour ; that he may 


\ beall inall, bleſſed , prayſed, and 


highly extolled for cuen. Amen.” 


—_. 


—_— 
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THE. 11I, CHAP. 


of the apparition of Teſus fo 
Marie Magdalene y In the 
shape of a gardener. 


I; | Bleſſe and giue thee thankeg, 

o-Lord Ieſu Chrift, 6 thou 
Creatour of all thinges , and 
knower of the ſecrectes of hartes 
for hauing moſt graciouſly daigned 
to appeare in the shape ofa garde- 
nerto bleſſed Marie Madgdalene, 
thy moſt feruent louer , who ſtood: 
weeping neere the monument and. 
thou didſt familiarly diſcourſe - 
with her, and by a fſpeciall fauour: 
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reueale vnto her many. hidden 
myſteries of thy diuinitic and. thy 
humanitie, certifying her in point 
ef thy glorious rcſurreCtion by pre- 
ference before all mortall crea» 
tures, and more fully retoyceing 
her. harte af:cer. her mournefull la- 
mentations , and Jonge ſcarchings. 
I'prayſe thee , and greatly exalre 
thee for thy friendly viſite and 
ſweete conference with that poore 
deſolate Marie, asKing and inqui- 
ring of her, why she wept and 
whom she ſought, O good Ieſa, 
and moſt. ſweete maſter , who 
knoweſt all thing?s euen before 
they haue a beceing , why doſt thou 
as: e of her, whac thou thy ſelfe beſt 
knowes'? Thou Knowcſt thar she' 
neither ſcekes, nordefires anyother 
thinge then thy ſelfe , whom .she 
truly lones aboue all thinges. And 
therefor she greeues and laments 
becauſeshe found thee not in the 


fopulcher , and ſo has loſt the beſt 
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thinge she hath in the whole 
world, For asoft as she refle&s on: 
thee , or heares.ſpeach of thee, or 
beholds thy graue-, the Crofle , or- 
any other thinge which hath rela- 
tion to thee, her hartce is preſently 
touched , and: she laments : be- 
cauſe loue knowes not how:to reſt , 
till it find what it lookes , haue 
what it Joues , and inioy what it. 
delires, Be not therfor offended , 
oLord, if she weepe before thee 
onthisgreatand hoty feſtiuiall day. 
of eaſter , ſince it is thyne owne 
loue, and her great dcuotion- to 
thee that is the cauſe therof , which. 
neither allowesher fleepe nor reſt, 
but euen before it isday light she's. 
vpp toannoynte thee. And wheras 
now. after all. this she finds thee 
not,she exceedingly mones and [a- 
ments forthy fake, So much-loue 
burnes her harte, with fo ardenta- 
deſire is She inflamed to ſeeke thee - 
aut,, that could she flyc like an; 
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Angell, she would flye home to | 


thee, ouer all the hills and moun- 
taines, and cuen aboue the ſtarts 
in the firmament yea the Cheru- 


bins and Seraphins,to mecte with 


thee in theempyrea | heauen, thy 
kingdome , that she might behold 
thee ſicting in thy fathers higheſt 
throne, Bur this happineſle 1s net 
granted her on this day, nor is ita 
thinge granted to all men , ro be 
wrapt vp with S, Paule into the 
third heauen , but to thoſe for 
whomit is prepared by thy fathet, 
inits due tyme predetermined by 
God, 

2. O. pious Icfu: comforter of 
fad foules , take pittie of Marte 
monrning, ſolace her forrowes, 
and ſpeake to her louing harte, 
{ay one onely word, and her for- 
row shall[ be appeaſed. Pronounct 
thyne .owne name ,- 6 Lord, let 


thy. voyce ſound in her cares , | 


wnd.- her drooping 4pirit chall 
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be reuiuced. Shew her thy counte- 
nance moſt beautifull. leſu , and 
her ſoule shall be meſt ſweetly re- 
freghed in it. Call vpon her by her 
owne name , and her teares $shall 
be inſtantly wiped away. Why 
deare Lord , dolt thou hyde thy 
face from one that loucs thee; 
ſeekes thee ſoexceeding carefully 
and fo bitterly bewayles thee? 
Why doſt thou make a shew to be 
agother man , and feyneſt thy 
ſelfe to. be a gardener : wheras 
thou art indecde her beloued Lord 
and maſter 2 Thouart indeede the 
Lord who goucrneſt her , and the 
maſter who tcacheſt her. Say then 
I am Ieſus whom thou ſeckeſt 
Peace , and weepe not , bur be 
quicte for this tyme. But good 
leſu , what good doſt thou pretend 
hereby ? And for. what reaſon doſt 


_ thou protract the earneſt delires 


of her ſonle ? I know well , that 
whag cucr thou doſt , and diſpoſeſts 
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it is done with prouidence, Nei- 
ther doſt thou deceiue any one, 
nor 'canſt thoif® be deceined , as 
being iuſt,, pious and the God of 
truth in allwayes. But thou didſt 
therfor hide the brightnelle of thy 
countenance from mournefull Ma." 
rie ; that not knowing thee ,, the 
carneſt deſire of her harte might 
be more ſett vpon thee, and the 
force of her- patience might be 
more tryed , that by ſuch afMliion 
and delay she might be more pu-' 
rifjed , and after longe Gaducife 2 

and many teares ., attayne to © 
greater meaſure of ioy. 

;. Herein with all , thou didf 
point out a Rr of ſolace 
ro deuoute foules in tribulation, 
by the example of holy Maries pa» 
tience and penance : fince $he 
whom thou'didſt fo tenderly loue, 
and fo richly endowe , was fo 
greatly afflicted , contriſtated , anfl 
laaden with ſorrowes , and cucn 
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abandonncd for a tyme , for the 
increale of her merite , andthe 
aduantage of vther Chriſtians, 
Howbcit she was not quite for- 
aken , nor deſpiſed. O how 
wiſely,and graciouſly,o Lord,'dofk 
thou deale with thy beloued ſoules, 
be it by tribulations or conſfola. 
tions, till thou leadeſt them ar laſt 
tothe etcrnall repoſe of thy cele- 
ſtiall refidence, Marrie they maſt 
be firſt tryed in divers tempta - 
tions, that they may be purifted . 
like gold in. the fireof tribulation, 
That therfor they might be firred 
tothe kingdome of God, and be 
made worthy to inioy the hca- 
uenly viſion , they ought to receiue 
allchat may befall them from his 
hand as a better gifte, anda very | 
pledge of life eucrlaſting , which 
thou haſt promiſed , 6 Lord , to 
the deuoute -ſoule who perſcuers 
peaceably in teares, as S. Marie 


Magdalene did this day in thy 


Fa 
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fight, O how good thou art, & 
thou God of Lſracl , to choſe that 
are right in harte , ſecking thee 
in humilitic and truth , with for» 
row and teares, as Marie ſought 
and found thee. For what cuer we 
ſceke with more paine , and find 
out with more difticultic,, we more 
loue being found , and conlerus 
with more care, Bread is muck 
more ſauouric and ſweete after a 
longe hunger. And after a bitter 
cuppec, adraught of water becomes 
moredelicious to the thirſtic per- 
ſon. After darKkneſle the light is 
more delightfull to theeye : and 
fire comes home with more de- 
lightafrex a cold froſt, When ſor* 
rowis paſt, the harpz ſounds more 
agreeably ; nor is cucr {lcepe and 
rclt more gratcfull then after hard 
Iibours. After longe and bloudie 
warrs, peace lookcs vpon the af- 
flicted peſant with a more amiable 
countenance, When the clouds 
breake 
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breake vp, the ſtarres shine-more 
brightly : and the birds chirpe 
more cheerefully when the ſun be- 
gins to peepe out ypon them, So 
when Chriſt daignes to viſite vs 
by his grace, the afflicted foule is 
renewd like the cagle. All theſe 
thinges are apparent in bleſſed 
Marie Magdalene , who aftcr 
longe lamentation , was abun- 
dantly comforted by her Lord, O 
how great are the multitudes of 
thy delightes which thou haſt layd 
ypin priuate for thoſe that feare 
thee, 

4. Thou art truly a hidden God, 
as Ifaic faith, and beſides thy ſelfe 
there is none like to thee, who 
knowes ſo wiſely to diſpoſe of all 
thinges with thy bcloucd. O good 


Icſu, thou cterna!l wiſedome ofthe 


father , how humbly and piouſly 
didſt thou connerſe amongſt men 
teaching them profitable and 


'wholſome l1cflons , to'wirt , to cons 


vc 


416 Meditations and Prayers 

zemne earthly _ , to loue 
heanenly , and to tolerate aduer- 
fitie. O the ſweete conference 
which Maric hadwith Icſus the 
Sauiour of the world, with the 
kinge of the Angells, the Lordof 
Lords, the prince of the ſupernall 
Cirizens , = Gouernour ofall the 
Saints, Verily , © Lord , had, 
Marie perfeQaly knowne thee , she 
had neuer taken thee to be a gar- 
dener , nor had $he inquired of 
thee as a ſtranger , what thou 
didſttherc, and what thou ſough- 
teſt for. Maſter, ſaid she, tell me 
if you haue taken him away. O 
Marie how .come you to ſpeake fa 
to me whoſe power you Know not ? 
How come you to haue ſo muca 
fortitude , as to pronounce with 
ſuch boldneſle : I will take him 
away 2 How dare you preſume , 
being one ſole woman , to beare 
away , a perſon of (uch waight and 
worth 2 Tell me, I pray, whither 
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'doe you pretend to carie him? 
Who will authoriſe to take that 
away which you placed not there 2? 
You wott not what you fay. 
Call firſt your companions to- 
geither , and prouc what you 
ſpeake , if happly all togeither 
with ioynt forces you may be able 
to doc it. Bur perhapps you can« 
not being alreadie wearie wit 

walking , and faint with faſting 
and weeping ; all to day and yeſtcr- 
day while you found not Chriſt's 
facred body. O Marie if you be 
alone, the reſt being gone , what 
will you be able to doe ? Beſcech 
that gardener to helpe you to 
ſceke, and caric him , that belo- 
ued of thyne , be he where he wijl: 
whom you lone and looke for, 
whom you incelſantly lament and 
bewayle. None can better aſliſte 
and comfort you then that garde- 
ner. None better knowes , would 
he pleaſe to ſpeake , —_— your 

1 
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Lord is cared and hidden, For 
truly , 1 belecue , a great compal- 
fion drew him to you, to declare 
vnto you , Where he is whom you 
ſceke, & whotooke him out of the 
monument :by night. O the huge 
ercat and inflamed dclire of this 
holy woman , who inceſlantly 
weepes and wayles. I beſcech thee, 
.d Lord, doc but once ſpeaKe one 
little word , -that thy douc hea- 
ring thy voyce may Know thee, 
and ing with ioy of her ſpouſe, 
and leauc oft moning. Its thee she 
ſeckes, thee she delires; the An- 
oclls and other creatures content 

er not , nay nor any other hu- 
mane conlolations. Speake Lordl, 
for thy hand mayde, thy deuoute 
viiitcr doth willingly heare thce, 
Say but Marie as thou waſt often 
wont to ſay to that bcelouddl of 
thyne when she afforded thee hoſ- 
picalitie. That js her name , nor 
oth she ſo willingly heare it from 
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any other as from thy ſelfe, wow 
art her onely hope, She defires noe 
more, thou atrtall in all, O Maris 
know Icſus by whom : thou art 
knowne. Loue him who firſt lo- 
ued thee, Anſwer thy beloucd 
maſter , 6 thou beloued , anſwer 
that cardener of thy hart. 

In My Lord , my Ratboni, 1 
g1uc thee thikes for that thou haſt 
appearcd to me, Loc now I haue 
him whotn I hauc fought. New I 
behold him , for whom I wepr. 
And all thinges haue fallen one 
farre better for me, then cuer I 
imagined. O nappie day , © blelied 
houre, 0 Marie, wherin, hauing 
frſt Gora and ſooken with the An- 
gells , thou didſt merite to {ce the 
Lord ofthe Angells, and to heare 
his (weetc ſpeach, aying to thee : 
Goc to my brethren, and fay to 
themT aſcende to my Father , and 
your father , my Godq and your 
God, Marie then did as Iefus in-: 
S 1 
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joyned her ,-and forth with went 
away , with out delay , with out: 
complainte , announceing good 
newes, and full of joy to the Diſ- 
eiples: Thaueſecne my Lord, af- 
ter much ſorrow ang teares. O how 
gratcfull and agreeable wzrethoſt 
teares which were powred out of a 
pure harte burning with feruent 
loue , and cuen much more pre- 
tious then were the aromaricall 
oyntements which $he caryed to 
anoynte Chriſts body. And now 
therfor I beſeech thee ( moſt mer- 
cifull Chriſt Icſu ) by the bowells 
of thy mercy, who didſt voutch- 
ſafe to vilite and comfort bleſled 
Marie Magdalene in the verie 
depthof her forrowes , that thou 
wouldſt victhelike mercy to me, 
while my. ſoule-1s afflicted: and: be» 
comes ir« ſome to it ſelfe , and is 
oppreſſed with trouble of body and 
mynde with ſome paſſion which 
makes head againſt me, or by. the. | 
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fecreete withdrawing of the ſweet - 
nelle of thy grace , by what euer 
fault of myne , better knowne to 
thee then to my ſelfe, Or els 
through the remorſe of a badd 
conſcience, while the apprehen- 
fion of fucurc iudgement terrifies 
me on all {des , by reaſon of my 
negligenccand dayly coldneſle, as 
well in the omiſſion of many good 
workes ,. as by accompaigninge 
the ſame with many vaine cares, 
Withdraw not thy hand from me 
in my tribulations, I beſeech rhe, 
0 Lord , fo as.not to hope for the 
pardon of my finns , but for thy 
immenſe clemencies ſake lay open 
the bolome of thy mercyes which 
werefrom all Ages , and snall be 
for cucr to all that ſceKe thee with 
their whole harte , and: deſire to 
loue thee ; and render me the 
grace of thy conſolation which I 
wonderfully delire , our of thy 
viuall pictic, and being moucd by 
S 111) 
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bleſled Magdalenes prayers and 
and tcares , ” chew me the ſauin 
ioy of thy countenance , after the 


death of this body of myne, 


Amen, 


JO 
| —_— —_— 


_— 
—_- — 


THE IV. CHRAE. 


Of B. Marie Magdalenes great 
merits , and primledges of 


grace, 
Bleſſc and giuc theethankes, 
0 Lord leſu Chriſt, © thou 
heavenly  phy{Gtion, who came 
into this world for the [aluation of 
our finfull foules , and by patience 
7 to reduce vs to the king- 
ome of heauen. And thou who 
didſt ploaſc to be borne of the Vir- 
gine M:rie, didſt not diſdaigne to 
be rouched | , Waſhed , dr ed , an- 
noynted , & killed of linfall Marie 
while she wept and did pennance. 


- - a Af _ 3. 
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O pious Icſu ſonne of the living 
God , mercifull Sauiour of the 
world, thou didſt bounrifully be- 
ſtowe great priuiledges of grace 
vpon holy Marie Magdalene in 
this life. For hauing caſte off the 
vanitics of the world,and perfectly 
conuerting her ſelfetothee , thou 
didſt myldly accept her repen- 
tance, pardoned her intirely all 
her finnes, and abſoluedſt that 
mournefull penitEt from all paine. 
Thou inſpiredſt a ſingular greate 
contrition into her hart, and leaſt 
she should deſpaire of pardon thou 
did(t infuſe the grace of thy conſo- 
lation into her ſoule full of ſorrow: 
thou didſt .inflame her with the 
fire of the holy Ghoſt , and didlt 
recreate her interiourly with the 
{weetneſle of thy loue , commans- - 
dedſt her to depart confidently in 
peace , wishing hernot to returne 
againe to what was paſt , but to - 
perſcuer in holy OR 124 , and. 
y 
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high and inward deuotion. Thou 
didſt ncuer ſpeake a harsh word to 
her ; nor- didſt thou opbraide 
ker with the leaſt finne , orreuecale 
what she had committed to any 
at all , but rather excuſed her, and 
alleadged the _ She had done, 
for an example of- a good life, 
Being inuited to Symon the Lea- 
pers houſe, thou waſt more deligh- 
ted with Mariecs tcares, then fil- 
led with the Pharilies good cheere, 
Thou didſt not diſdaigne that $he 
touched thee ——_ anoynted 
thee, thou waſt not offended. Thou 
affordeſt her thy feete, thou bo- 
wedſt downe thy heade, and didſt 
not refuſe a kifle, Thou bleſſed 
her with' thy mouth, didſt ſandti- 
fie her with thy hand, and puri- 
fiedſt her by thy touche, thou cu- 
redſt her licke ſoule with one $hort 
{pcech ſaying: thy faith hath aued 
- thee, depart in peace. O delicious 
word i{luing out of the mouth ofa 


—_ 
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God, replenished with grace and 
mercy, tobe remembred for ener 
with much thankfulneſle. 

2. Thoudidſt enter into Maries 
and Martha's caſtle as to thy be- 
loued hoſteſſes. There didſt thou, 
trogeither with thy poore Diſciples 
who had hardly a farding in their 
purſes cate and drinke what was 

utt before thee, There was noe 
tumulte, noe clamours, nocieſt, 
noe laughter, noc idle word heard. 
There didſt thou , the humble 
maſter (itt at table with much re- 
uerence and diſcipline of manners,' 
thou being poore didſt eatewiththe 
poore,there thou waſt the Reader 
at table, and DoCtour of diuinitie, 
and in lieu of wine didſt drinke 
words of etcrnall life to thy deareſt 
friends, There didſt thou moſt 
wilcly teache Martha who ſerued : 
and piouſly excuſe M-rie who fatt 
applying her felfe to the words 
which flowcd from thy ſacred 
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mouth, and didſt highly extolle 
her contemplatiuelife, while her 
ſiſter complayned of her idlenefle; 
and when Iudas the trayter mur- 
mured at the oyle which s$he 
owred out vypon thee , thou too- 
{eſt Marics defence vpon thee. 
While she was bashfully ſilent at 
their obieCtions \, thou preſently 
anſwered for her, alleaging the 
good , and concealing the cuill 
She had done. While Marie wept 
ouer her deade brother Lazarus , 
thou didſt alſo weepe with her, 
condolinge with thy. affliged- 
friends,in ſo much that diuers ſaid, 
loe how he loued him.O ! of how- 
great renowne and honeſt life muſt 
that Lazarus needs. haue bene. 
whom Icſus loued while he yet li- - 
ued, whom he rayſcd to lifeagaine. 
O pious Ic{u , thou giuer and re- 
warder of all good thinges , thou 
are not forgetfull of the good ſcr- 
uice which was done thee in Ma- 
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| ries, and Martha's caſtle : but 


for {male benefits thou returnedſt 
more plentifull ones : for corpo- 
rall,ſpirituall riches ; for tranſi- 
torie , cternall rewardes. W hat 
Shall I ſay more ? None can eaſily 
expreſle , or euen comprehende all 
the benefits which thou haſt be- 
ſtowed vpon men : nor ſufficiently 
conceiue What great wonders and 
miracles thou wroughteſt in Ga- 
lilie, Nazareth , Bethania , Hie- 
ruſalem , Indea, and in all the re- 
gions of the holy Land , before 
thy Diſciples and all the people, 
inteſtimonie of truth , to gayne 
beleife in all thy words , and 
wonderfull and dinine workes. 
Becauſe thou art truly an. indeede 
Chriſt the ſonne of God , who 
camſt into this world for the ſal- 
uation of mankind, 

3, O how ſublime thon art in 
heauen ! how humble and ablect 
in earth ! how pious and humble 
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to men in curing their deſeaſes! 
how dreadfull and terrible to the 
Diuells, by expellinge them? How 
ru thou art to poore penitents; 
ow {cuere to malignant ſoules: 
how compaſſionate to the afflicted; 
how bountifull to the needic ; how 
comfortable to thoſe that mourne, 
Whois fo faithfull a friend in all 
thinges ; ſo powerfull a helper in 
all our neceſlities , as thou our 
God art? How great ioy didſt thou 
afford to thoſe two ſiſters , when 
thou didſt-crye : Lazarus come 
out of thy graue. And forthwith 
he came out , obeying thee the 
Lord of life and death**And then 
thou faidſt ro.thy diſgiples, as to 
Vicars, and poncypaneue ſoulcs: 
vnbinde him , and fet:him goe. 
Daigne alſo deare Lord to looſe 
the shacles of all my ſinnes, thatT | 
may ſecurely dye , and ioyfully 
goc home to thee, and with all thy 


Angells, Maric , and Martha, 
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prayſc thee eternally , and ncucs 
offend thee, Amen. 


—— _— 
A 


THE V. CHAP. 


Of S. Marie Mazdalenes great 
compunt&tiom 1n our Sauiours 


paſſion. 
I, ns prayſe. and glorie 


be to thee, 0 moſt ſweete 
leſu Chriſt, for Magdalencs {f1n- 
gular great charitie,. and deuoure 
lamentation . in: thy moſt ſacred, 
and moſt bitter paſſion. Who wa 
not content to be obſequious tc 
thee in thy life tyme. , followin! 
thee from village to village , anc 
caſtle to caſtle, to ſee the ligne 
and miracles which thou wrough- 
teſt by thy diuine power , worthy 
of all prayſe and honour, but sh: 
would alſo follow..thce with cor 
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ſtancie and lamentations at thy 
paſſion , cuen to thy death vpon 
the Croſle , togeither with ble. 
ſed Marie thy mother, and many 
other deuoute and holy women, 
who condolcd with thee, and wept 
moſt bitterly in the. way for thy 
moſt inocent death, and moſt hea- 
uie Crolle. And therfor as longe 
as she could ſee thee, she followed 
the Croſſe, lamenting , ſobbing, 
and condolinge , conhlidering the 
footſtepps of thy feete , wringing 
her hands, beating her breaſte, 
watering her cheekes with abun-« 
dance of tcarcs, and wiping her 
eycs. Becauſe she Knew not how 
to make any dearer expreſſions, 
nor toafford better aſſiſtance, then 
to condole with thee from her ve- 
ric hart, and weepe molt bitterly, 
and incellantly to reuolue thy 
ſorrowes in her mynde, For $he 
reputed all thy wounds as her 
owne : and by how much $hc more 
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loued thee , by ſo much the' more 
she condoled and lamented. And 
when she beheld thee nayled all 
naked to the Crofle , she ſtoode 
with thy mother as neere. the 
Croſſe as she could poſhbly , and 
being deeply afflicted in harr, she 
could not at all be remoned from 
the Crofle , but moſt fairhfully 
ſtooke to thee and: thy mother 
euen till . death. And fceing thee 
dyc vypon the Crofle with a great 
crye , She fainted away through 
exceſſe of ſorrow and compaſlion. 
Nor meate nor drinke came neere - 
ner mouth , nor ſleepe neere her 
eyes Hertearcsalone are delight- 
full to her , and she eſteemes it a 
matter of huge diſlolation to liuc 
any longer in the world without 
thee. And had She not intirely 
conformed her ſelfe to thy will, 
hardly had she had any patience 
to have ſuruiued thy death, Her 
frequent lamentations doe wit- 
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neſſe that nothing without thee; 


was delightfull ro her in this life, 


2, But 6 Marie, hauepatience 
with your ſclfe , at leaſt for this 
one tyme in this great neceſliti 
with the mother of Izſus and her 
ſiſters , euen for the loue of thy be- 
loucd who hanges. vpon the Crolls, 
Doe not deſertea mother, reccde 
n.ot fro the moſt forrowfull V irgine 
mother of Ieſus , as though you 
could noe longer endure _ hold 
a ſubiect of ſo great lamentartion, 
and heare ſuch mourning, Greeue 
with thoſc that greeue, mourne 
with ſuch as mourne that you may 
reioyce with thoſe that joye inthe 
elorious reſurrection. O-good, and 
moſt Jouing Ieſu , Marie did but 
what thou didſtin ſpire , fortell, 
and command, to witt that he 
Should reſerue the remaynder of 
the oyntements till thy pretious 
body should be buried ? She forgott 
aat thy words, nor did $hec ſell 
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bs Iudas aduiſed , but reſerued it 
ina boxe, and bought more to it, 
and prepared it for thee, Verily a 
true end istryed ina necde, and 
the tryall of loue , is the deede 
doing. And thence this moſt faith» 
full holy Maric, as she loued thee 
in life , ſo she made it good by 
deedes at thy death and buriall , 
with great lamentation and dili- 
gent care. She omitted nothing 
which belonged tothe dutie of the 
buriall of thy ſacred corps , whe- 
ther it were in wrapping it vp in 
the winding $heete , annoynting 
couering binding , or fuing the 
linens and the handkirchefe togei- 
ther, which was reuerently to be 
putt on thy ſacred head in the way 
of decencie and ornament, A- 
midſt there good offices she did 
nothing but weepe : her onely 
comfort conſiſting, in the happines 
She had to afford aſſiſtance to thy 
mother, togeither with the reſt of. 
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the oficious vomen, and that $he 
wasan cye Wittneſle that all wy 
rightly performed in thy behalk, 
Thy holy body : herfor being by- 
ried , and cloſ:ly shutt vp , She 
began a fresh lamentatlon and 
moaning , as though she had neuer 
more bene to ice thee againe in 
this life, with whom $he bad for- 
merly had ſo much conuerſation 
in ſpirituall life and ioyfulnelle, 
Nor could $he yet preſently de 
parte, the monument being shutt, 
from the place where she Knev 
the treaſure of the world was hid: 
den, but shie {att there till ſunlctt, 
weeping and lamenting togeirhet 
with many dceuoute womeun, cuen 
till they were able to weepe not 
more ; ſo many amourous ſobbs 
had they powred out euen fromthe 
bottome of their hartes, as it was 
written of them : the women {it- 
tingat the monument , bewayled 
our Lord, 
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;, O myLord Ielu Chriſt, who 
will bleſſe me with ſuch a meaſure 
of compaſſion in . meditating thy 
facred paſſion , as the moſt de- 
uoute Marie Magdalene had vpon 
good friday , when she beheld thee 
crucified, dead and buried; and, 
asitwere, contemned , (corned, 
and vnderualued by all men, Bur 
thankes be co thee , © moſt patient 
leſu , this falſe rumour run not 
long of thee ; but after three dayes 
thou didſt vanquish , and confound 
thyne enemycs, by thy free ryling 
from the deade. That word of 
thyne, 0 Lord, which thou did, 
ſpeake in the preſence of thy Diſ- 
ciples , in the prayſe 6f Marne 
Magdalene , is truly accom- 
pliched. Amen , I ſay vnto you, 
Wherſacuer this Goſpell shall be 
preached all the world ower , it shall 
be declared that this woman didin 
memorie of me. Truly all thy 
houſe is replenished with the 
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@dours of thoſe oyntements of hers, 
that isall the Church of the faith- 
full , ſpredd all ouer the vniuerfall 
world, imbued with the doGrine 
of the Apoſtlcs., and confirmed 
by diuine'truth, For the fame ofher 
ſingular ſanCtitie is deſcribed by 
the Apoſtles and Euangeliſts, and 


in ſcquall therof openly diuulged | 


by the preachers and Doctours, 
And her glorious feſtiuijtie i; 
cuery yeare {olemniſed with gre 
teſt deuotion in the holy Church 
by all the Clergie , and people d 
both (exes, in which her moſt ha 

pic ſoule departedaut of this' hen 
to thee our Lord leſus Chriſt is 
thy eternalktabernacles. Amen, 
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THE Vi CHAP, 
of the full , and pious appa= 


ritton of Chriſt to his mother, 
who was shutt Vp tn .4 private 


chamber, 


1, Þ Bleſſe and giue thee thankes, 

0 Lord Ieſu Chriſt , thou 
enely-begotten ſonne of God , who 
was incarnated and borne of the 
Virgine Marie for our faluation, 
for thy moſt true and glorious rc 
lurretion vpon this day. And 
principally for thy moſt joyfull 
and ſecreetc apparition graciouſly 
made to thy moſt ſacred mother 
Marie, as she was praying Ina pri- 
uate cloſet ofher houſe, whowith 
greateſt defire and conhdence ex- 
peed thy coming. And this with 
preference before all thy holy 
friends, andall the bleſſedrwomen 
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whom thou didſt lone and was fa< 
miliar with, moſt mildly and re- 
uerently ſaluting her;moſt delights 
fully ſolaccing and comfortin 

her , ana giuing the fulleſt meaſure 
- of ioy by exhibiting thy corporal 
preſence in a ſtole of exultation, 
and immortall glorie, For it is but 
pious and iuſte co haue this ſenſe of 
thy pictic , and to beleeue it in ho- 

nour of thy moſt holy mother, ith | 
thou art truly pious and merciful 
in all thy workes, Far this indeede 
ought p1ouſly to be belecued by all 
the Fairbfull, that thou who didſ 
command 'vs to honour our pa 
rentcs, and to comfort the forrow- 
full, didſt in the firſt place viſite 
thy moſt holy mother who wasre- 
plenished with ſorrow for thy bit- 
ter paſſion, and by thy preſence 
didſt wipe away all her ſadneſſ 
and dolours , and foueraignely o- 
laced her. And all beit She didndt|. 


accompanie the reſt of the de- 
u0ute 
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'woute women <9 the ſepulcher, it 
was not-omutted by her through 
coldneſle-or feare ., but exceſle of 
ſorrow. Yet moſt certainly kno» 
wing that thou wouldſt iryſe 
29aine., and -hopeing for moſt cer- 
taine that thou wouldſt returne to 
her, she remayned at-home and 
in the interim applying herſelfe 
wholy to prayer , she expected thy 
coming with a huge great deſire. 
And therfor deſeruedly did she ſee 
thee the firſt of all , whom $he lo- 

ued and delifed farre-before all the 
reſt; as he alſo moſt confidently 
beleeued without alfdoubr. For 
if Marie was called bleſſed and 
prayled , who gaue credit to the 
Angell Gabriells words, when he 
announced the ſacred myſterie of 
the incarnation to her.,, how much 
ought she tobe blefied and pray- 
ſed, who gaue beleife itothee her 


ſonne, borne of her owne wombe 


* lnall thy workes, and ſtoode cons 


T 
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ſtancly,not hauing any doubt inany 
thinge while all the reſt doubted, 

2, O with what incffable ioy 
wasthy holy mother Marie reple- 
nished at that houre, in which she 
beheld thee her ſonne adorned 
with the ſplendour of a glorious 
body , farre outſtripping the 
brightnelle of the ſunne , and the 
beaurie of all the ftarrs. O how 


hugely , and cordially did $he | 


exulte in ſpirit, inthee 6 1 eſu, her 
God and her Sauiour , that day 
aboucall the other dayes sheliued 
here below. O-with what diligent 
ſpecde did she hxe her eycs vpon 
thy glorious body , which before 
She had behcld and bewayled 
cruelly torne with sharpe whipps; 
naylcd to the Crofle, and wounded 
inthe right ſide with Longinus his 
ſpeare , and fina'ly deade and bu* 
ricd inthe ſepulcher, And therfor 


by zood right is Maric oucrioycd | 
vpon thy glorio1s appearance, and. 


;flled with new conlolations : be- 
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'eauſe at thy paſlion she exceeded 
all the reſt in ſorrow , ſpent more 
abundance of teares, and incited 
many more to weepe With her, 
Then, 0 Lord, didſt thou accom. 
plich chat word of thyne which 
thou gaueſt to thy Apoſtles at 
the laſt ſupper for their-comfort , 
and which thou didſt truly and in 
effect make good to thy afflicted 
' -mother , Saying : 7 Will not leaue 
you orphants , [ Will come to you : 
and ſee you , aud your hart hall 
reiojce , and none shall deprine you 
of your toy, Thon didſt moſt gra- 
clouſly , my dtareſt Ieſu, in viti- 
ting thy dearcſt mother likea ood 
ſonne , reucrently fa lutinge her , 
lweetly ſpca ing to her , cor- 
dially comforting her sh:wing her 
aioyfull countenance, and wiping 
away all the teares of ſorrowe from 
her eyes. Forall-ſorrow and ſad- 
 neſſe is putt to flight vpon the 
| onely ſight of thee, _ thou 

T1 
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didſt ſpeake to her hart, the holy 
Ghoſt repoſed in her, more then 
in the Apoſtles , tranſporting all 
her interiour houſe with ioy. And 
thou, who of old , didſt at her 
ſate , turne water into excellent 
wine , doſt now by thy returne 
from hell , thy enemyes being ſub- 
ducd , by a greater power , and 
wonder, change death into life, 
the Crolle to glorie , thy mothers 
teares into iubilation , and thy 
Diſciples fearc into eternall glad- 
nefle, 

3. Thondidſt nog ſend an An- 
oell, or an Archangell; not Mi- 
chacl, nor Gabriel, nor Raphac|, 
thy ſolemne meſlengers , nor yet 
any ſoldicrs of this world , hov 
ener noble and beautifull , and 
richly adorned with filner , goll 
and pretious gemmes ,' to yilite 
that Queene of heauen thy mor 
ther, and our deareſt Lady Mis, 
MKrefle; bur thou, 6 Ieſu Chriſt, the 
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yeric Kinge of glorie wouldſt come 
in perſon before daylight, withour 
the Knowledge of any man a liue, 
or any mellenger ſent before 
hand , to viſite and comfort thy 
moſt bleſled mother , while she 
was feruently praying , and with 
« firme faith , expecting thy re- 
turne from the monument inthy 
glorious body. For she knew well, 
that all thingeswereto be fulhlled 
in that forte , as thou hadſt decla- 
red before with. thyne owne: 
mouthe , and the Prophetes had 
foretold  longe before that ; rou- 
ching thy paſſion and reſurrection, 
Verily thou haſt made this day, a 
day of great ioy- which is wor- 
thily eſtcemed farre.more excellent 
and more ſolemne ; more holy and 
more joyfull, then all the dayes of 
the yeare. I prayſe and gloritie 
thee wich all the Saintes in hea- 


, yen, and all thy faithfull and de» 


youte ſcruants in carth , for the- 
T uw 
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ſweete and ſecrecte conference. 
which thou had with thy moſt. 
deare holy mother Marie, in her. 
chamber, which wasshutrt vp from 
all the noyſe of the world , dif- 
courfing with her of diuine my- | 
ſterics, of the Kingdome of God , 
the ioyes of paradice ; the Quires 
of Angells , the holy ſoules deli- 
uered out of Hell , and placed in 
in the delightes of Paradice- with 
Enoc and Elias. Ah that I had then 
bene preſent, and had hcard thoſe 
fweete words of thyne : and that 
I had ſtoode in ſecreete by the 
windowe and diligently hauc ginen 
care to all that paſt berwixt my 
my Lord Iclus Chriſt and his. mo- 
ther, touching the heauenly iubi- 
lation of the ſapernall citizens, 
which noe atiane is capable of, 
with what a lingular joy had my 
hartexulted in ourLord, couldT but 
haue caried away ſome ſmalc word 
for my comfort , in this dangerous 
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banishment of myne. Happly they 
ere ſuch, as it is not lawfull for 
man to ſpeake , but ought to be 
kept in ſecrcete, and to be medi- 
tated ypon with great iubilation 
of hart. Happie is the man that 
knowes this iubilation, and is able 
to tranſcende all remporall thinges 
by.contEplation, & keepe himlſelfe 
bufie with Ieſus and Marie all the 
day longe, not careing for, or thin- 
king of all the worlds imploymets, 
Certes I conceiue that noe mortall 
man was eſteemed worthy to haue 
bene preſent at this conference , 
ſauce onely t'e haly Angells, and 
ſoules of the iuſt , who with great 
reverence and ioy followed their 
Lord and Maſter cuery where. 
And happly that conference and 
vilite waich paſt in his mothers 
licle houſe , wzre ſo ſublime and 
celeſtiall, t1ar the Apoſtles them- 
{clues , as then , were not admitted 
entrance , nor were indecde ca- 
| T iii) 
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ble of the wonderfull oracles | 
which Ieſus, being then glorified 
by his. heauenly father, imparted 
to his bleſſed mother Marie full 
of grace,, And therforI doe much 
better to committ all thole thinges 
to the holy Angells , and to thy 
| ſelfe , © my deare Lord Iefu , hum: 
bly che while demanding pardon 
for all my linnes and neg{igences 
of thee, who laycs open thy ſe. 
creetes to litle ones, and feedes 
ſuch as are drye in deuotion with 

heauenly breade.. | 
4. O moſt benigne Teſu Chriſt, 
who after. thy bitrer paſſion, and 
joyfull reſurrection didſt appeare 
to thy ho!y mother in great bright: 
neſle , ſercnitie , and cheereful- 
nelle-, and didſt- replenish her, 
being delolate and mournefull with 
an. vnſpeakable new- joy , haue 
mercy on me a poore infirme beg- 
er , who am often greeuouſly af- 
i&cd in this worlds banishment, 
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Bchold I lowly proſtrate my (elfe 
before thee this day , and carneſtly 
with great aftcCtion knocke at thy 
pious mothers gate and ſtand beg= 
ging, that thou wouldſt alſodaigne 
to viſite comfort and confirme my 
interiour inthe tyme of my tribu- 
lation , and to free me from all bad 
forrow , and vaine ioy. And. 
voutchſafe for the preſent. to in- 
flame my hart wk new feruour, 
and greater deuotion to thy 
prayſe, and with all to conſerue 
the ame, that caſting of all earthly : 
vanitie;, I may learne to ſzeke hea» 
uenly thinges , and relish eternaſl 
bleſſings with Marie; to contem= 
plate diuine things, and to exulte 
in thee alone. O who will beſtowe 
this bleſſing. vpon me a poore 
wretch , thatTI 'may more intenſely 
conlider- theſe *thinges , and to 
dwellc here with my Lord Ieſus 
for ſome longer ſpace, to the end. 
that the whole world with itg> 

T: y 
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louers may waxe bitter tome, and 
ſo more ſpeedily vanish out of my 
memoric, O 1 would to God, my 
moſt ſwecte Ieſu , thar thou thy 
ſelfe ( togeither with thy ſwee- 
teſt mother Marie and thy holy 
Angells) wouldſt proue moſt plea- 
Gng and delightfull ro me; inflame 
my harte intircly , vilite me more 
frequently , more plentifully 
bleſſe me, conſerue me in'deuo- 
tion, and ſecurely conduct me to 
the ioycs of heauen', after the ca* 
lamitics of this miſerable life, Wh ; 
tineſt endraigneſt &c | 
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THE VII. CHAP. 


of Chriſts appearence to S, Petey 
in private , and of his preſence 
with $. lohn. 


I. a and giue thee thankes,' 

o Lord Icſu Chriſt , ſupreme 
Paſtour of the holy Church , and 
faithfull high Bishope to God for 
vs, for thy ſingular pietie. and 
ineffabls mercy , which thou didft 
diucrſly shew to thy Apoſtle Peter, 
and for the divine ſpeache which 
thou hadſt with him, and the ſe- 
creete viſions imparted to him. For 
he it was , whom with prefcrence 
to all the reſt of the Apoſtles , 
thou didſt chuſe ro  be- Prince 
and Paſtour of the ſoules of the 
faithfull, and after thy departure - 
out of this world tg thy heaueuly 
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father , thou lefteſt him for thy- 
Vicaire, and the Keeper of the 
Keyes of hcauen, Nor didſt choy. 
caſt him of from thy loue after he 
had thrice deneyed thee , but did(t 
preſently , by the helpe of thy 
grace, reduce his hart to moſt bit- 
ter teares , and didft mercifully 
and fully pardon all the offences 
he had committed againſt thee, 
and reſtore him graciouſly againe 
to his former ſtate and honour of 
cheife bishope after his great fall, 
O fountaine of mercyes, and dray- 
neleſſe torrent of heauenly giftes, 
O ſweete and - beloued + Lord TIeſu 
Chriſt , in all thy Saintes ail 
friends choyſen fromall eternitie, 
who ceaſeſt not thy beneuolence, 
and influence -into all thoſe who 
haue recourſe vicothee, who are 
prm—_ with their whole hart,and 
umbly beggepardon, 
2+ I prayle and foueraignely ho« 
nour thee, for-thy lingular bene- 


Thomas 4 Kempis. 4uy: 
nolence and goodneſle ,. in thar 
thou didſt this day. appeare to S. 
Peterthy beloued Apoſtle in ſome 
ſecreete place , beſt Knowne to 
thy wiſdome, for his ſpeciall com- 
fort, wherof he ſtoode in great 
neede. For he that had more of- 
fended ,. required neceſlarily.more 
conſolation. and helpe. There is 
noe better comforter. , nor more 
powerfull . Gardien of the foule, 
then thou, $6 Iclu-, our Creatour - 
and Sauiour, And therfor I render 
thee thankes, © moſt mylde Ieſu 
Chriſt, thou knower and reformer 
ofall that .are in tribulation and 
ſinne:, who didſt lend.-a tymely 
helping hand to the ſtrayed sheepe 
Peter, leaſt. being oppreſſed with 
too much ſorrow he might haue 
deſpaired of pardon , or doubted 
of thy. reſurretion ', while ho 
found not thy ſacred body in the ' 
ſepulcher. And therfor like @ 
Pious and prudent Phylition of 
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afflicted foules , thou ſcnreſt thy 
holy Angell to comfort -Perer , 
and torcduce him to a conhidence 
of pardon, who ſweetely {pecking 
tothe women, commanded then 
to tell Peter. Goe gurickly , faid 
he, and tell his Diſciples and Pe.| 
ter , that Jeſus is ryſen, O goad 
holy Angell, how well and rightly 
didſt thou name Peter in particu: 
lar by his accuſtomed name,which 
was impoſed ypon him when he 
was firſt called to the Apoſto'icall 
dignitie, lcaſt he might haue def- 
paired by reaſon of his thrice de- 
mcying his Lord and maſter. For 
hauing vnderſtoode that the An- 
gell had named him, and friendly 
falured him by the holy women, 
he was cheered vp in hart , and 
ſpeedily recoucring a new confi-- 
dence, he ran in great haſte togei» 
ther with Iohn to the ſepulcher; . 
forg2tfull of his former ſorrow and 


kbours, And when he had found 


Thomas a Kemp, 447: 


| that all chinges were diſpoſed of 


by our Lord , as the women had 


related from the mouth of the holy 


Angell who Iyes not, butis the 
witnclile of truth , and the faith- 
full meſſenger of actuall rcſurre- 
ion, forth with the hope of life, 
and a ſtronge hope of etcrnall fal- 
uation reuiued in his hart. 

3. And therfor. wondering in 
himſelfe at many thinges , and 
congratulating with our 4.ord, he 
delired with a huge earneſtneſſe 
that he too might ſee that Lord of 
his, and that he would appeareto 
him, as he had firſt done to Marie 
Magdalene. Let her haue the firſt 
place among women , but permitt 
me the ſeconde or third among 
men, or euen the laſt amongſt his 
Apoſtles and Diſciples. Howbeit, 
what thou my Lord , finds right 
and conuenient for me ; let that be 
done according to thy good plea - 


fare for the faluation of my ſoule. -. 
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T'is true I cordially deſire to ſee 
my Lord, and to be perfectly re- 
conciled vnto him, and to be cone 
forted with the words of hiz 
mouth, Let thy mercyes come 
ypon me, that] may liue, andne. 
uer more preſume of my ſelfe. Be 
myndfull, I beſcech thee of all thy 
myldneſſes, andof the holy prayer 
which thou madeſt to thy father 
for me. , and offtercdſt thy ſelf 
vpon the Crofle for finners. Come, 
© Lord Iclu , and delay not. T hoy 
art my hope , and the whole (alu 
tion of my- ſoule. Shew thy (elk 
vnto mg, and I shall be faued, and 
by the fight of thee , I shall be 
much more merrie vpon this hol 

eaſter day, And ſoit came to iſ 
in deede, by Ieſus his pand 2. 
dence to Pgrer the Apoſtle his 
pious prayers: For that pious and 
mercyfull Ieſus was imcdiately 


preſent to luch as ſought him , and. 


zoyfully run after him. And.chcnc 


— 
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he pardoned Peter weeping , gra- 
cioully cancelling all the - of» 
fence which fearc had cauſed him 
to comirt againſt him that night: 6c 
hauing inſtrugked him to be more 
cautions, he excited him to pro- 
felle his holy name and lone more 
feruently, and perſcuerantly. O 
the immenſe pictie of Chriſt wor- 
thy of all prayſe; full of heauenly 
ſweerncile , which ought to be pu* 
bliched to all creatures for cuer 
and euer , leaſt that cither he 
that is fallen might deſpaire of 
pardon , or he that is cured, might 


nshly preſume of the grace which 


God cies him. | 

2, Owhata great argument of 
mercy did Gad manifeſtly declare 
this day in theperſon of S. Peter. 
Whence the Angells exulte, the 
Archangells rcioyce , loſt ſoulcs 
bezin to breath to life, lukewarms 
perſons are rowſed vp, andall the 


&ichfull conſpire togeither to ſett.- 
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a high commendation vpon Gods 
mercves, and his pardoning of $, 
Peter , whom he perfetly conhr- 
med in the faith of Chriſt. 0 
what a pious. and friendly confe- 
rence had Icfus then with Peter in 
the kifle of peace beſtowed vpan 
him / And how ioyfull and pea» þ 
ceable was his hart rhe while, in 
ſceing and diſcourling with Chriſt 
his beloucd maſt:r being ryſcn. 0 
beloned ſainte Peter , vencrable 
Apoſtle, and choyce Patron of 
the holy Romane Church. be al- 
waycs myndfull of this day, and 
the great {olemnitic of Eaſter, 
in which thou waſt reconciled to 
thy Lord and waſtcr, and by the 
eifr of the holy Ghoſt abſolucd 
from a!l thy ſinnes. And now. be 
myndfull of mea poorc miſerable 
inner towards our mylde Ieſus,, 
amidſt my afflictions and deſola- 
tions, And this monrnefo!! exile 


being palt oucr , be my faithall 
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kelper while my ſoule departs out 


. | of this body , and proue my ſure 
- | conuoye to heauen, Lay open hea- - 


vengates to me through the paſ- 
fion and death of Chriſt, which is 
romiſcd to all truc penitents cucn 
tothe worlds end. Keepe me out 
of the ſnares of the old encmye, 
and deliucr him that ſues to thee 
from the paines of Hell and exte- 
riour darkneſſe, For God dcline- 
red oucr all the kingdomes of the 
world into thy hands , and the 
keyes of Hcaucn: , to open the 
fates of life to ſuch as knocke, 
who finally repent with their 
whole harts,and with a firme faith 
conucrt themſclues to thee. Heare 
me , © moſt blcſled Peter , thou 
holy Paſtour of the Church, and 
glorious Prince ofall the world; 
that I may learne to lament my 
lnncs, and obteyne pardon of my 
Lord Ieſu , by thy interceſlion, 
Amen, 
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THE VIII. CHAP. 


A prayer to God to obteyne the 


grace of reares. 


'v Vrne thy ſelfe , my ſouls, 
to thy Lord God , with 

thy whole hart , in teares and 
Tſighes, and pray for'the torgiue 
nelle of all thy finnes ,. and- the 
omiſſion of many good workes,and 
miſpending of the tyme which 
God lcnt thee from the firſt day & 

houre of thy life till this preſent 
day and moment, Becauſc an hum 
ble prayer, contrition of hart with 
weeping and wayling exceeding! 
pleaſe. God for our dayly defedts, 
and for all men that are tempted, 
troubled or go Its a hol) 
& pious worke to pray to God for 

eucs {clfe , and our neighbour: bt 


Thomas a Kempis. A453 
auſc none is free from ſinne none 
exempt from danger in this world. 
True peace ,and eternall repoſe is 
onely found in heauen. Sorrow and 


| dnefſe are the ordinarie compa 


nions of this exile. And fire cuer 
burning , and perpetuall torments 
arealwaysin Hell. Tothee ther- 
for, © Lord , I doe and will al- 
wayes pray in hart word, and 
worke for all cuill committed in 
all incident cucnts and defects. 

Receiue my grones ſent out with 
zpure intention, and an abſolute 
reſolution of amendment , with 
the perfect reſignation of myſelfe, 
and the eſtranging of my ſelfe 
from all thinges , that I may pro- 
cure thy grace, and the remiffion 
ofall my finnes in this pilgrimage, 
by the merites and interceſſion 0 

ofthy holy mother Marie, and all 
the Saintes, who verie frequently 
out of charitic mourned for them- 
ſlues,and many-morcinthis vayle 
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of teares , with much vrilitie and | 


| fruite. O how happic were I if I 
could imitate their example, and 
auoyde the idle diſcourſes of 
wordly rumours, and the commu- 
nication of ridiculous and light 
words! Ieſus prayed in the moun- 
taine, he watched by night, often 
wept, neucr vainly laughed , not 
vttered light words, Being accus 
ſed before the Preſident he was 
filent : when he ſpoke it was with 
an humble and lowe voyce : his 
anſwers to the impious were full of 
benignitie, Marie the mother of 
Icſas prayed moſt frequently allo, 
She wept molt bitterly at his pal: 
fion , ſorrowed moſt greeuoully; 
ſufferd moſt myldly. She ſtayd 
abrode bashfully , remayned at 
home ſecurcly, 

2. When she went abrode , she 
was circumſpect ,' and peaceable 
& quicteat home, She viſited her 
holy kinfwoman Elizabeth, she 1a 
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Thomasa K empis, 


Jated her who was dentoute and 


humble , she ſerued , obcycd , 
bleſſed , and gaue her a farrewell, 
She returned to Nazarcth with 


eat, ſpeed , haning fulfilled & 


worke of mercy in the birth of S. 


lohn. While Iefus preachcd to the 
people , Maric obſcrucd his words 
vith diligence , moſt willingly 


queeare tothem, wiſcly vnder-= 


looderhem , conſcrucd them care- 
fully, frequently thought on them, 
tered them wich much ſweet- 
efle, and gaue thankes to God 
brall, ina moſt excellent manner. 
Marie Magdalenc alſo wept molt 
bterly out of truc ſorrow for her 
lnnes 5 molt delightfully by the 
&uoute 'mcmoric of his benefts, 
molt plentifully through compaſ- 
lon of Chriſts ſorrowecs , and moſt 
udentlie vpon the contemplation 
eheauenly ioyes. In hKe manner 
S. Peter lamented moſt deepely 
wmtof the memorie of his threefold 


ia36 Meditations and Prayers 
.denyall , vpon the crowing of the 
cocke thrice that night. For by 
the short and ſouden memorie of 
of his owne fraylctie, the lamenta- 
tion for his fault grew into a great 
length, and he conceiued a great 
compaſlion of his brethrens miſc- 
rie. O bleſſed teares which fo pre- | 
ſently washed out the ſtaynes of 
his offence. S. Paule withall wept 
moſt bitterly for his old -cryme in 
perſecuting the holy 'Church, and 
for the flipps, and crymes of other 
who imbraced the rites and man- 
ners of the infidells , deſiring w}* 
conuert all the world to the true 
faith, and ſorrow for their ſinnes, 
and to draw them to the feruourd 
holy conuerſation , and perſeues 
rance, in all vertue in Ieſus Chri, 
S. Iohnthe Apoſtle wept moſt pro+ I 
foundly at the paſſion of Chrif 
with Maric his mother at thefoott}} 
of the Croſſe inceſſantly condos 
Ling with her , and aſliſting = 


ſ0* 


iſ 


of (ines canticles which were ſunge 


tote ardently rapt vp to heauenlp 
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He wept. too for the errours of 


many who were fallen from the 
kruour of chatitic.; and for a cer- 
taine young man who was deceiued 
by banqueting and was reclaimed 
anaine & purified by many teares, 
3. Finally our holy father S. 
Auguſtine wept moſt bitterly for 
4 of his life paſt while he 
lived in the world, as he humbly 
confeſſes in his writings , leauing 
wexamplefor all that are conuer- 
tdto God , to;renew the memorie 
their linnes paſt in confeſſion 
or their greater humiliation, and 
that for the tyme to come, by Gods 
diſtance , they may neuer fall inta 
tem againe , but dayly weepe, 
lh, and pray for all of them. The 
kid holy deuout father powred 
we teares in greateſt aboundance 
athe hymnes , plalmes and di- 


nthe Church, and was ſo much 


453 Meditations and Prayers. 


thoughtes , by how much more 
ſpecdily and abſolutly he recoue- 
red himſeclfe from carthly and 
lowe thinges. For ir was his con- 
tinuall cuſtome to weepe vpon the 
miſeries of others , & torcioyce in 
their aluation,as alſo to (olace the 
afflicted with the honicof charirtie, 
and toaſliſte the poore, There are 
miany other examples of holy men 
and deuoute women , who had the 
particular priuiledge of teares by 
Gods grace. 


m— 


THE IX. CHAP. 
O f the Viilitte and benefit of holy 


Tedres. 


E— 


1. Oly and deuoute teares 

repreſle the aſſaults of the 

Aesh , extingish the fire of diflets 
Hon, purge the vice of gluttonie, | 
Hunnish the pride of the cy08, 


"Thomas 4 Kempis: 
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| eſchew vantinge, ſecke a holy fo- 


litude, loue filence, and obteyne 
thefruite of prayer. They putt bo- 
4ily flouth , which is an encmye 
tothe ſoule , to flight. They de- 
ſtroye lying, eſting, and laughing. 
They chinke ypon the hovre of 
death, the horrour of iudgement, 
and the torments of -Hell. They 
take off from our purgatotie , in- 
creaſe the merites of our life, 
breake the Diuels ſnares in peecesz 
ſubdue the noyſe of the world, and 
conducte the weeper to the king- 
dome of heauen. They blott out 
inns paſt; they recouer the good 
which was loſt, They teach vs to 
aoyde dangers, to Keepe with in 


| our Celle, toreade in ſome booke 


or other , to write well, to pray 
frequently, They conſerue the 


contrite ſoule in grace, andreioyce 
the deuoute hartwith the hopes of 
| eternall glorie. O who will make 


me ſo happie as to feele the grace 
Va - 
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of frequent teares , to conlerue 


them vnder a ſafe cuſtodle , and 
to ſeeke them againe being loſt, 
by -pennance , and by (ecking, 
quickly to find them ? He that de. 
tires to haue , and to hold , this 

ifr, muſt diligently inquire into 
is faults , and: hartily render 
thankes to God for his bleſſings, 
with profound humiliation, This, 
I grant, is laborious and paivflll 
to him that vndertakes it, bur it is 
wonderfully fruitcfull with all, 
and moſt comfortable at che houre 
of our death. Bleſſed then are they 
who often weepe with contrite 
harts, becauſe in the tyme to 
come, they $hall be eternally com 
forted with the Angells, 
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THE X., CHAP. 


of Teſus his teares ouer La- 
YArus, 


'Þ () pious and holy teares of 

my Lord Icſus Chriſt, 
tompaſſionatly , amourouſly and 
plentifully powred our vpon the 


death, and rayling againe of La- 


RFUS , rogcither with Marie, 
Martha, and other of their friends 
md weeping lewes : helpe me in 
the drynefle of: my harte , ſplitt. 
the hardnelle of my breaſt, eſpe- 
cally in the tyme of prayer and: 
meditation ) that I may bewayle 
my inns with bitter teares , and 
waShe away all the filth of my hart, 
my words and workes , whether 
contracted openly or in prinate, 
decauſe I am right ſorie for them. 
lmourne vpon theſe, 6 Lord, day 
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and night, morninge and cuening; 
as often as I call romynd my mj- 
feries and thy mercycs , which 
thou doſt graciouſly and plenrifully 
beſtowe on me, andall mankinde,. 
Amen. 


Of leſus his teares oner Hierwſalem; 


'S Pious and holy teares of: 

my. Lord Ic{us Chriſt,, 
plentifully powred out from wate- 
rie eyes, through the great- com-- 
paſſion thou - hadſt of the ouer- 
throwe , and deſtruction of that 
perfidious. Hieruſalem, Which 
though they proued vnprofitable 
to thoſe incredulous. wretches ,. 
yet are they verie agreeable and 
deareto me and all faithfull aud. | 
deuoute perſons, I , therfor , # 
flouthfull and miſerable wretch, 
earneſtly defire that you would 
shewre downe vpon me in great 


aboundance, & intirely washe ths 


Thomas 4 Kempis. 467; 
face of my ſoule from all the filth of 
finne ( T having beene greatly 
h- | defiled in all the courſe of my 
y | bike ) that being purified in 
». | hart, I may become worthy the 
beautiful] face of the father, to- 
geither with his holy Angells in 
Gen: God grant that by the in- 
terceliton of a]l the Saintes, I may 
f | deſerue to meete with much mercy 


before my Lord Iclus Chriſt my 

wſt judge , after the ſorrowes of 

this miſcrable life , and that by 

* | fis bitter death and paſſion, —_ 

| | beledd with the elect intothe hea- 

| | nenly Hieruſale, afcer the generall 

” | reſurrection of the: deade. Amen. 

\ @f the bleſſed Virgines teares neere 

the Croſſe. 

| 

1 Pious, holy, and too toe- 
dolcrous teares , of the” 

bleſſed and alwayes vaſpotted Vir- 


gine Maric , which flowed from- 
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her eyes vpon PIOnIEY , out of 
her inwardand deepe compaſhor 


by beholding Chriſts molt bitter* 
Crolle and paſſion. O how ofter 


did you shewre downe ouer her 


cheekcs , and run to the verie' 
hemme of her garments, and:moſt* 
plencifu!ly watered the holy veyle : 


ef her ſacred heade, and ſo ftrea- 


ming downe to her feeremoyſtence 


the duſt of the earth. © that 
could at thattyme, haue marched 
in the foorſtepps.of my Lady mi-" 


ſtrefle , and that I had treaſured vp 
the warme teares Which: run from 
her holy eyes , in ſome ſecreete 
veſlell ; that I might not onely' 


haue washed my feete therin which | 


Fhane often defiled with naughtie 
cogitations , and vndecent affe- 
ons , but my hands and heade 
roo ; that is , both my wicked 
wordsand workes , for the remil- 
fion of all the {inns which I dayly 
£9mmitt. O. pious.mother of God 


es | - Thomasa Kempis - 46s 
of { bleſſed Virgine Marie, be propi- 
| tous to me , and helpe to. purge 
ef | mo of uy offences , by thy moſt 
x | bitecr lamentations, and-deuouteſt 
-þ {interceſſion. . O deareſt Marie |! 
ſuccour my ſoule at the houre of 

'J my death, and come into my ayde 
vith a mulcitudeof Angells and 
Saintes , againſt the terrours of 
4 ihe foe, and the torments of Hell. 
| bc myndfall of the pretious bloud, 
and the inocent death of thy belo- 

J aed fonne Icſu Chriſt , who ſuffe= 
tdfor mea (inner ,and was peir- 
& with a ſpecare, Be myndfull 
2llo of all the teares of thy whole 
le, and haue pittic on me in my 
I :qonic ,. breathing after chee, Be- 
auſe I haue a verie great confi- 
dence in thy merites , and the 
daintes prayers, 0 clement, © pious, 
amoſt fwcete mother of God, Vir*- 
ginc Marie. Amen. 
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Of the laxerof the ſoule by S. Me 
rie Magdalenes many teares , 
and thoſe of other Saintes- 


I, S often as I thinke of 


Chriſts teares-,, and ' fre- 
quently ponder. in. mynde , the 
moanes and lamentation of other 


Saintes, Iam ſecreetly confounded: 
in my ſelfe, and shamefully blush- 
in the fight of God , and deeme- 
my ſelfe worthy of many ftripes. 
and checkes : and I cuen ſtand 
aſtonished ; becauſe I am full of. Þ 


viceresand ſores, and yet lament 


not : wounded, and it paines not :- 


| all ſcabbed, and I moane me not: 


dchiled, and yet I wash me not. b 


am benummed in my ſenſes , and 
yet I vie noe remedie : weake 
and. infirme , and till I des 
lay to. call. the Phyſition who 
Cures: , in its due tyme. Ah wor 
is mc,, Whoamnot, ſo ſoone mo- 


| 
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ned toteares by my Saulours words 
and ſufferances , as to laughter by 
the vaine fables which come from 
men. Foralas , Idayly offend , and 
almoſt cuery moment fayle in ſome 
thinge or other. Nor doe I per- 
forme my dutie , and yet I am 
found laughing. Woe be to me , 
that I doe not fall downe , with 
Marie Magdalene , at my Sa- 
wours feete , nor ſorrow truly from 


{ ny hart, that I might , with her 


deſerue pardon. O Marie be mynd- 
full of me at this houre, and make 
a pious petition to Ieſus for me, 
while I liue in this frayle body , 


{ ind offend in many thinges, Woe 


is me , that I. weepe not in the- 
Quire with S. Peter, orels in ſome 
more priuate place , whileI heare 
the cocke crowe all ouer , or the 
birds finge in the fields to call me 
vpfr6 ſleepe to prayfor all myſinnes 
and negligences, which day. and. 
wightT contracte in this miſerable- 
V. v} 
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world. Woe is me, that I doe not; 
continually ſorrow and lament: 
with S. Paule , for the many of- 
fences I committ Knowingly., or 
ignorantly 3 for which I ought, 
moſt juſtly to ſorrow , to light, and 
pray inceſſantly ,. and patiently 
and piouſlic ſuffer all the aduerſi> ' J 
ties and afflictions that fall vpon 
Me, 

5. Woe is me, thatI norhaue, 
nor can attayne to the puritie of 
the Apoſtle jS. Iohn. Nor yet doe | 
I weepe ſo much vpon myne owne, 
as he lamented and bewayled the 
finnes of others. © holy S. Iohn, 
thou beloued Apoſtle of Chriſt 
Teſus, and the moſt faithfull Guar- 
dian of B, Marie, alwaycs a Vir* 
= ; I beſeech thee with an 

umble voyce , anda contrite hart, 
to keepe neere me in this life full 
of labour, and in death full of dan: 
. Fer, togeither- with B. Marie the 
motlicr of Iclus, avdhis Angells, 
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2s thou ſtoodſt ncere to the molt: 
bleſſed Virgine mother , while she 
forrowed, aud. moſt bitterly wept 
yndcr the Croſle : leaſt that the 
malignant enemye might preuayle 
againſt me in my. agonic; tothend 
that L may be found fironge in 


faith, and confident in the paſſion. 


efmy Sauiour, and inthe meritcs- 
and prayers ,of the Saintes, and 
not in my ſelfe,, Let thy deuoute 
prayers ayde me in my extreame 


neceſſitie, and eſpecially all thoſe,. 


- moſt holy and louing tceres, which 


thou didit many- tymes shewre: 
downe by thy vehement compaſ- 
fon in- Chriſts paſſion, togeither- 
with the teares and. dolorous.ſobbs. 
of the mother of Ieſus; S.. Marie: 
Magdalcnes rorcings out ;. and 
withall thy fellow diſciples, and. 
holy womens , huge lamentations 
and tearcs, which fell not fruitleſly 
vpon the greund ,. but were and. 
arc , proktable to all the world, 
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and eſpecially to my ſelfe : rea: 


ching me to weepe and - con+ 
dole, and to makea dayly memo- 
rie of the paſſion of my Sauiour 
Teſus, as alſo to lament my linnes, 
and pray inceſſantly. O piousTeſu, 
© that I were able to gather yp all 
thy tcares , and thoſe of thy B, 
mother, asalſo 'B, Marie Magda+ 
lenes, that moſt deuoted mourner 
of thy Paſſion , and of all the 
Saintes , in generall , audall de- 
uoute. people , of all ſexes , into 


ſome vaſte and ſtrong veſlel, and: 


warme them with the fire of the 
holy Ghoſt; and caſt and bathe 
my ſoule therin and by ſorrow and 
ſerjous teares, to washe, cleanſe, 
and make white, all the ſpotts of 
my former and dayly finns, that 
Imay cuen be borne againe , re- 
newed ,. and recreated as in the 


lauer of baptiſme, and in the riuer” 


Tordaine ; that ſo being purged 


fromall my faults and offences by 
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the prayers and teares of the 
Saintes, that-in thy ſight I may 
delerue grace and mercy while I 
live, and after death attayne to 
eternal] gloric , in the companie 
ofthe Saintes , through thee , 6 
Ieſu Chriſt who with the father: 
and the holy Ghoſt liues and 
raignesfor cuer and cuer. Amen, 


—— 
THE XI. CHAP, 


of Chriſts apparition 1n forme of 
a pilgrime tothe 700 Diſciples 
gang to Emayus. 


I; goo and giue thee than- 

kes, 6 Lord Ieſu Chriſt, who. 
arttheway, truth , and life, our 
ſaluationand redemption, for thy 
clement apparition in the forme of 
2 pilgrime ,|taking vpon thee the 
habit of a crauclling ſtranger to thy. 
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twodiſciples who were walking og þ 
their way that thou mighteſt bring 
backe the ſtraying shcepe to the 
heauenly Hierulalem:, and perfe-; 
ly inſtruct them by that pijoug 
hen ig O. how familiarly did(t 
thou ioyne thy ſclfe to them inthe 
way , who remayned verie fadd' 
for thy paſſion, and diſcourſed tos 
geither of thy pious actions , holy 
words , and miracles, not of the 
warrs and toyes of the world. Bur: 
wheras they yet doubted of thy: 
reſurreftion which was alreadiz. 
done, and Knew nothing certaing 
of others relationsand the Angells 
vilice, therfor they continued ve- 
ric (add , till the truth became. 
moſt cleare to them. And whs 
could better informe them, and. 
cleare their doubts then thou , 0 
Tcſu my good maſt:r , who art the 
way , truth , and life, by diſcone- 
ring thy ſclfe openly to them, and: 
giucing them a moſt notorious: 
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bs | Mne , in the breaking of rhe 
breade? And: ſo indeede it came 
to palſe : for as ſoone as thou 
eamſtneere them, and putrteft thy- 
flfe into their companie , thoa 
askedſt chem as a ſtranger, and one 
© Fact acquainted, the cauſc of their 
d fgreat ſadnefle, wherwith they 
* I verc oppreſſed, ſaying : What kind 
$f diſcourſes are thoſe Which you 


f 
© | have regeither as you goe , and art 
Ty fadd > I prayſe thee then, and mag= 
| nific thy ſweete name , for that 
* | thy friendly diſcourfing with thoſe 
» { twodiſciples who ſadly walked on 
| | their way, being in great perple- 
\ | titie about all that paſſed in thy 
* | paſſion , and condemnation tv: 
| death, comforting , and fingu- 
arly inftructing them , by reaſons 
| | andauthoritics of holy Scripture, 
| touching what was foretoid of 
thee in the law , plalmes , and 
Prophetes, 1 _—_ and render 


| thee thankes , moſt worthy Icſa , 


474 Meditations and Prayers 
for euery word which thou didft{k 
handle , expounde, and clearely}y 
exprellſe ypon that occaſion, which If 
wereformerly obſcure , shutrt vpin 
diucrs types and figures, and lay 
opcn to verie few, 

2. I bleſle thee, 0 holy of holyes, 
moſt holy Ieſu Chriſt , © thoy 
Dodtour of Doctours , and maſter 
of all the lawes and decrees , thoy 
who didſt formerly open the 
mouthes of the Prophertes , and: 
now daygneſtto reucale the myſte- 
rics of the Scriptures to litle and 
vnlearned ones with thyne owne 
mouth, that they might giue be- 
leife to thee in all thy words and. 
workes. O- with how much ioy 
werealltheir'mouthes filled, while 
thou ſpokedſt to them : and with 
what a flame of loae were theit 
cold hartes inflamed , whilſt chou 
didſt diſcloſe the ſecreetes of holy 
Scriptures; becauſe there is none 


like tothy ſelfe , among(t all the 
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df[fiw giuers , and interpretours of / 
elyJ myſteries. O how lightly and plea- 
ca [fntly they paſt on cheir way! What 
10 Je joyfull houre was that : what a 
ay In pleaſant day cuen till night ,. 

when thou entredſt into the lod- 
Ss, Jging with them, and they made 
8 | upper readic. O how earneſtly 
& Jthey deſired thee to ſuppe with 
y them , with an eager delire 'to 
e | heare more and more from thee 
d F exen till midnight. And why, be- 
» | cauſe neuer man vpon carth ſpoke 
df excellently as he did. Noe Pro- 
phete. noe Kinge, preiſt , Leuite, 
nor yet any of the fonns or diſci- 
ples of the Prophetes , who 
wrought great wonders and taught 
diuine |c{lons, None of the Sainrtes, 
nor euen all the quires of the An- 
pells putt togeither (- © ſtrange 
pilerime /) arcany thinge compa- 
rble to thee in teaching. And 
therfor we beſecch thee , remayne 
with vs © Lord. Its late goe noe 
further, night comes on a pace. 
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Diſcourſe yet with vs, it is 
wrkeſome to vs, nor doe we lleepe, 
but we willingly heare thee ,. and 
defire to accomplishe what thoy 
ſayeſt. Becauſe thy words are {wee 
eter then honie , and the honie. 
combe : and: more pretious then 
either gold or ſyluer; nor can any | 
thinge we moſt delire, be compared 
to them. O that I had then bene 
preſent with them , and that Lhad 
walked on in ſecrcete with them ig 
I-ſus his companie ; that I haddi- 
ligently,marked all hjs words, and 
Jayd them vp in. my hart fre 
quently to meditate vpon them ,to |, 
aduance in goodneſle, and to flie I 
| 
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all idle words as hurtfull to my 
foule. But grant 6 Lord, that what 
is not permitted me corporally, 
may ſpiritually be alowed me; be 
it inmy celle, at table , in tyme 
of recreation, and in tyme of [a- 
bour , whether I be alone, or with 
a companion, thatI may hauc thee 
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gontinually before myne eyes, as 
{one ny preſent , and ſeing all, 

and walKing with me in the way , 
and inſpiring many good thinges 
es, [into my barte, Who liveſt and rei- 
16 onelt &Cc, 
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«j THE XII, CHAP, 


ad Jof the knowing of Chriſt ix the 
In breaking of the breade. 


OI, | Bleſle and giue thee thankes, 
: 0 Lord Icſu Chriſt , breade 
9 | flife , fweere gueſte of the ſoule ,. 
* | ind giuer of heauenly grace , for 
' {| that admirable fauour of thyne , 
| fand for thy familiar taking thy 
| | repaſt with thy two Diſciples, who 
huited thee into their houſe with 
much affection , carneſt_-prayers, 
and euen drew thee in by force, 
refuling cicher to enter ,'to itt 
downe ,- or cate Without thee; 
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Thou therfor , © pious and myld 
Lord ', being oucrcome by their 
importunate endeuours, centred: 
-with them to ſuppeand to deliuer 
ſome words which might proue 
delightfull rouching the foode of 
ſoules preparcd by the Angel in 
heauen. Sitting therfor with them 
at table, and not bcing yet per. 
fetly knowne by them, thouafter 
thy accuſtomed manner did(t take 
breade off the table with thy ſacred 
hands , and lifting vp thy right 
hand thou blefledſt it with thy 
holy mouth, asthou waiſt woate to 
doc while thy diſciples dined, 
And hrſt of al! breaking a pcece of 
it, and cating it, reaching out thy 
arme, thou gauedſt them of it, as 
to thy beloued friends. And forth 
with their eyes were opened , by 
perceiuing thy diuine power in the 
breaking of ſolide and verie fa- 
..uourie breade, ſtrayght diuided in 


the midſt without the helpe of 


Thomas a Kempis. 479 
knife or iron , and diſtributcd 
amongſt rhem fora figne of a mi- 
ncl: and fricndshjppe., O how de- 
lghtfall was that ſupper where 
they tooke and cate bleſſed breade 
fom their maſters hand, And how 
bleſſed were the eyes which diſ- 
coucred our Lord God in the 
breaking of the breade , bleſſed by 
Gods owne mouth. But alas how 
short ſcemed that ioyfull hovrz, 
and deare ſupper: Ardhe vaniched 
ant of theirſight. O change of the 
rioht hand of the higheſt ! A 
while here and a whiiethere, No- 
thing vnder hcauen is of any longe 
continuance , but the true) and 
cternall ioy in heauen neuer endes, 
Whither doſt thou goc then , 6 
Lord , why doſt thou ſoquickly 
depart, and lcaucſt thoſe too poore 
Diſciples behind thee 2 Wonder 
not, be not angrie, I know what 
I haue alreadie done, I know what 
I will doc hercafter, I haye yer 
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other sheepe to vilite, to comfort 
and confirme in faith. They expe& 
me , and hauea greate delire toſ:e 
me. Igoe therfor to them, accor- 
ding to my promelle tothem, that 
they may ſce me, and reioyce, and 
haue noe doubt of it. Iwill shRew the 


my woluids,that vpothe ſight therof 


' aS being certaine {ignes, they may 


conſtantly belcene in me, and not 
vainely ſticke ro humane reaſons, 
and therby contradict my power; 
for all thinges are poſſible ro me, 
the veric elements obeying my or- 
ders. 

2. I prayſe and glorifie thee, 
moſt ſweete Ieſu , for all thy 
workes , and delightfull words, 
togeither with thy apparitions 
made to thy Diſciples in many 
different places , being vnwilling 
to leaue them orphants, who ſor- 
rowed and wept for thy fake verie 
frequently. For they had always 
z bigheſt degree of loue for _ 
Y 


— — -- — ww» Ss wu <a, G3 ww ——  _ 


Thomas a Kempis. 481 
fpcaking , walking , fayling, lod- 
ging, cating and drin «ing , watch- 
inge, prayinge, ſlcepinge and ry- 
ling with thee, as alſo by promptly 
obcying the + commands which 
ilued from thy facred mouth, 
When they palled through the 
corne ypon thy ſabboth day , they 
followed thee cherrefully vpon 
their bare feete, and falting with 
thee , forced by hunger, they bru- 
ſed the corne out of the cares to 
eate:Theſe thingesT haue thought 
good to ponder , and diligently to 
putt downe to my Owne greife and 
hame , yet, © my good Iclu, ro 
thy, andthy Diſciples prayſe and 

lotie : to whom, witnellde SS, 
Marke , thou didſt ſpeake exhor- 
ting thoſe that were wearie , to3 
mort repoſe , the labours of a 
rnge life , and the fweare of their 
browes : for cuen as a hcnne is 
wont to gather her chickens vnder 
her wing es, keeping them warme 
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againſt the cold , the rayne , ane 
the diſtemper of the aire, as alſo 
from tic a , and any bodily 
harme ; cuen ſo thou haſt gathered 
rogcirher thy weake ones, whoare 
humble in hart , deſpiſed by the 
world ,' but beloued by thee, 
ſaying to them : come away intoe 
remote ſolirude , where you may 
not ſce the worlds vanities , nor 
hearc thenoyle and rumour which 
might diſtract you : come andre: 
le a litle in the meditation & 
what is diuine , caſting all yaine 
thinges into obliuion. Now ther: 
for, moſt louing Ieſu , thou who 
doſt viſite the infirme,, and com- 
fort the poore pilgrims witich are 
banished from the ioyes of Para- 
dice, I beſe:ch thee , that thou 
wouldt>alſo viſitc me in the. day 
of my tribulatizn and anxictie - 
{whether it be while I fittin my þ 
celle with irkeſomncfle, or while / 


I linge in the Qujre, with drynctlc 
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of hart , or cate in the Refectorie 
thinges which pleaſe me , with 
too much grecdinelle ) calling me 
ſpeedily home 1nto my interiour 
touſe by the ſacred words cf thy 
nouth as preſents ſent mie downe 
fom heaucn , which arc farre 


ſweeter then all corporall dain- 
es, 

;, Giue me the cleare light of 
nderſtanding the obſcure patlages 
> holy Scriprures , and inflame 
ny hare with the fire of thy loue, 
nthe plaine and denoute ſenſe of 
by words , as thou didſt inflame 
boſe two Diſciples of thyne with 
by apparition and diſcourſe, who 
ing fedd in the way by the word 
God , ſaid with thank es giuing: 
dnot'ourbartes burne vp With the 
ſence of Jeſus while he ſpoke to 

Pin the way , ant diſcloſed vs the 
aden ſenſe of the "Scriptures, 

Fleſe are moſt irveere and deuonte 

rds, andare rcdd- ani ſunge iy 
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the Quire by clarkes and Preiſts, \ 
by canons and monkes , by r:- 
cluſes and religious women of di- 
uers ordersand habits, eſpecially 
in the tyme of caſter , and cer- 
taine ſolemnitics of Saintes, with 
denoute harte, and loude voyceg, 
ro the honour of God and his 
Saintes. O all you Saintes of hea- 
uen pray for the negligences I com- 
mit, while I continue a wandering 
pilgrime in carth : becauſe as yet 
Iam ſtill vexed with my paſſions, 
as well inwardly as outwardly : [« 
me not, alas , be vanquished by 
the malignant cnemye , and ſo be 
depriucd of the eternall. joycs 
which are promiſed in heauen to 
the ſcruants of Chriſt , which 
ought indeede powerfully to 
 fpurre me on , to fight valienth | 
againſt my vicious thoughtes and 
inclinations, by deuonte prayets | 
and holy meditations , of the lik] 
and ber” fa of Chriſt, calling cu] 
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day to mynde , at leaſt ſome one 
{male paſſage , of the many do- 
fours, and wounds of my Sauiour 
leſus Chriſt crucified for me: 
whole wounds are the falues of 
my ſoule ; and his ſacred and gol- 
den words my bucklers againſt the 
ktic darts of the Diuell. 


THE XIII, CHAP. 
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of # hriſts apparition tohis Dif= 
ciples 1n Hieruſalem , while 

It was late , and the dores 
hurt, 


1, I Blefſe and giue thee thankes, 
0 Lord Iclu Chriſt , thou 


true peace of the pioas ; expecta- 


tion of the inſt; the ioy of deuonte 

people gathered rogeirher ; the 

comforter of the contrite, and vi- 

tour of the incloſed ; for thy glo- 
X 1 
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rious, and miraculous apparition 
to thy Apoltles aſſembled togei- 
ther in the conclaue, while it was 
alreadic growne late , and none 


neither knocked nor opened ; but. 


contrarily the dores and windowes 
being ſtrongly sbutt, for feare of 
the lewes, that therby thy appa- 
rition, and entric might be made 
more euidently appearc to bean 
effect of thy diuine power , and not 
a worke of the force vor crafre of 
man, or ſome feyncd illulion of the 
Diuell: for thou art indeede true 
God who decciuesnot but hatelſt & 
punisheſt decciuers, Thou art om- 
nipotent , and therfor what euer 
thou wilt is immediatly done, 
But ſimple and deioute foules, 
ſuch as were thy Apoſtles and diſ- 
ciples, who were there gathered 
togeither , thou didſt vilice, in* 
lighten, comfort and friendly ſa- 
lute, ſaying: Peace be 10 you. Its, 
feare not. | praylc and -lorihe 
thee for that ſweete and peaccablc 
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filutation , after ſo great tribula- 
tion, and I am oucrioyed at that 
byfull-vihite after ſo great trouble 
and feare , that they had great 


| necde to be viſited , comforted , 


trengthcned , and faluted a new 
zgaine , Who had light into ſuch 
temptations and tribulations , as 
tapply they had neuer experienced 
before : in ſo much that their pa- 
four bcing taken and putt to 
death , they fledd as the flocke of 
ieepe , and being diſperſed hither 
md thither, they did nothing bar 
lknient and quake with dreade,and 
teing now late, they had fcarcely 
got chem(ſclues togeither, totat e 
Sew, 1 litle breath, 
2, Typrayſc and fingularly exalte 
thy fwecete name, 0: molt pions Tofu, 
farre abone all men, be they in 
earth or in heauen , becauſe rhou 
did this day come-to -viſice thy 
bgirine , and frarefull Apoſtles, 
who were mal-content-, :difadent; 
X 1114j 
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and doubtfull of thy words, which 
thou thy ſelfe hadſt often fore- 
' . told them whom thou hadſt withall 
wonderfully and admirably re- 
reioyced with thyne owne mouth, 
and shcwed them the euident 
fignes of thy paſſion written in thy 
hands, and fecte, and ſacred fide; 
and freed them from all feare and 
diftdence. Thou didſt alto catea 
honie - come , and a pcece ofa 
broyled fich and the relickes 
therof with them, that rhey might 
catc and rcioyce with thee : while 

ou were cating togeither- thoi 
producedlt wholſome paſlages of 
holy Scripture , ſoluedft ſuchas 
were doubrfull , rhou didft expli- 
cate places, enlighten the vndet- 
ſtanding , inkindle the affeion; 
and teach , and reneale vntothem 
all that was neceflarie and be- 
houfcfull. Further more , hauing 
giuing them the wishes of peace 
with thyne owne' mouth ,. they 
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wereglad with an excceding great 
ioye, vpon the ſight of their Lord 
God ( as did the thrze kinges of 
old, when they beheld the ſtarre ) 

att quite off all feare and appre- 
Da. And then to ſtrenghren 
them "againſt all their perfidious 
aduefaries; and to wipe away their 
offences , thou breath<dfſt the grace 
of the holy Ghoſt into them 
ſaying : Receine the holy Ghoſt into 
your harts , asa greateſt preſent, 
you who relinquished all that was 
in the world for my names ſake. 
Whoſe ſinnes you forgine 5hall be 
forginen , and whoſe ſinnes you re- 
tayne shall be retayned. O what a 
lngular great grace was ginen te 
the Apoſtles by the breathing of 
the holy Ghoſt, iſluing from the 
mouth of Chriſt ryling from the 
deade , by the glorie of the father, 
that they might not onely be ſc- 
cure in their owne perſons , and be 
freed from all their finnes , bu 

X y ; 
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that they should alſo be endowed 
with full power of abſoluing 
others from their linnes, of repel- 
ling the vnworthy , and binding 
the guiltic. O vnparrelled day, 6 
happie eucning , wherin leſus 
cameto his Apoſtles with ſo much 
gladneſle and glorie replenishin 
thoſe that liue vnder Gods dilſci- 
pline, in the band of incloſure with 
heauenly bleſlings. 

3. O holy & beloued Thomas the 
Apoſtle, I would thou hadſt beene 
here and hadſt remayned with thy 
fellowe Apoſtles, whe leſus came, 
& laid. Peace betoyon.But perhapps 
ſome neceſlitie or other oblidged 
thee to goe abroade. Olwouldto 
God at leaſt , that thou hadſ ſpee- 
dily returned home , & hadft 
heard all the words and deedesof 
Te(us,togeither with the reſt of the 
Diſciples, how good had it bene 
for thee and how much had'it con- 
eributed to thy faith. But who 
Knowesthy ſenſc, 0 Lord , or who 
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was thy counſellour , that thou 
Shouldft come ofa ſoudaine when 
Thomas was. not there, ot while 
happhy-being gone abrode he retar- 
ned'not presEtly againe? Why good 
lefu didſtthon fo, and wouldſt not 
expecta litle allT homas returned, 
D pious Ieſa , why didſtthon nor 
fay ; where is Thomas who ſaid fo 
foraently.co his fellow Diſciples; 
let. vs al ſo'goe , and dye with him. 
Ogood God why didſt thou nor 
fend for him , and cauſe him to 
come quick iy, that he might haue 
ſeene) thee ? 'Alas :,, had I bene 
there!, and it had {o pleaſcd thee. 
I would willingly . haue gone for 
him. Did. not. Samycl the Pro- 
phete ſend for Daumid out of the 
paſture fields ,''to come , and be 
annoynted Kinge: in the preſence 
of his..-brethren 2 Howbeit I cer- 
tainly know, 6 Loxd , and truly 
beleene , that thou didſt permitt 
alltheſe thinges to pafle ſo, accor- 
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ding totrue and right indgement;, 
whoin thy wiſdome didft. create 
heaucn and earth, Nothing isdone 
in carth without cauſe , how cuer 
many doe not vnderſtand *thy 
workes. It was not therfor an ac> 
cidentall thing that Thomas was 
abſcat when thou cameſt , and 
didſt appeare to thy Apoſtles , but 
by thy diſpoſition and certaine 
prouidence thou didſt jt out of thy 
goodneſle, chat many aduantages 
might follow therypon. One ther- 
for doudted , that many might -be 
confirmed in faith, One exred, 
and by inſtruction reformed him- 
ſelfe , that multitudes might at- 
tayne to a greater knowledge of 
the truth by his conuerſion and 
and preaching, For he that doubts, 
profits by askinge, ſo he dwell 
-not vpon his doubts, but giue cre- 
dittothe words of Saintes. 

4. Many thinges exceede mans 
-capacitic , which he is. not in a 
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e8dition toreach to by reaſon ofthe 
\fublimencle of the diuine vnder- 
ſiding. Let none therfor deſpaire 
when be is tempted in faith, but 
let him firmly adheare to the 
words of holy writt. For God , to 
giue vs confidence to hope for ſal- 
vation , left the examples of many 
-Saintes , and great DoCours , who 
vere not neither without haning 
many doubts, but they correfted 
their erronrs,, and became prof: - 
table to many in many thinges. 
Our Sauiour Ieſus is full of beni- 
gnitic , he deſpiſcrh none , he re- 
pulſeth none : but he thar comes to 

im in Gmplicitic of hart is in- 
kruced by him in point of cruth , 
and is not deceiued. High and ſu- 
blime- thinges are to be lefr to 
him,who hasa cleare profpe&tvpon 
all obſcure thinges, and diſfpoſerh 
well of thoſe thinges which men 
comprehend not. Let not therfor 
the. ignorant *þe + troubled at the 


, 4 9 4 Meditations and Þ rYAYers 


the proceedings of leſus wirh bjs 


Diſciples , nor let him conctiue | 
any indignation againſt the A- 


poltle that: he was-{o flow in deles- 
ung : for what befell him by Golds 
permitlion, might haue happened 
to any other,. And therfor 1 be- 
ſeech thee molt clement Saviour 
Iefu thou. who dolt yiltte the anch. 
ſed ,.'and comfort the fearcful}; 
thou who doſtinftruct the peophke, 
. and princes , pleaſe to viſe me 
too, while I fitt folitarie , ſtudie-or 
write in my celle; or els ſinge and 
pray in the Quire togeither with 
my vow Open me. the 
gate of life euerlaſting , cleare vp 
the darknefle of my mynde , putt 
the Dinells-to flight who terrihe 
me, and .drine away the various 
fantiftes which rush in vpon me. 
Enter into me ſecreetlic , the dores 
of my corporall eyes being shutt, 
and infuſe peace and ioy into my 


barte by thy blefled preſence :; and 
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zhew methy ſacred wounds in ſpi- 
rite for the remiſſion of my {inns 
which thou didſt ſuffer vpon the 
Croſle for my ſake, and by which 
thou didſt redeeme me from eter- 
nall death, by dying, and ryſing 
againe for me, out of meere chari- 


tie. Who with the Father &Cc. 
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THE XIV:.-CHAP: 


of Chriſts apparition 1m the pre- 
ſence of $. Thomas the. Ax 
\ poſtle in the ofbaue day after 


eatery, 


1.-F Blefſe and gine thee than- 

kes, 6 Lord leſu Chriſt thou 
Authour of life , giuer of pardon , 
infuſcriof grace, and promeſler of 
future glorie togeither with the 
Angells in eternall beaticude : for 
thy ſeconde mylde apparition 'ts 
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all chy Apoſtles togeither, thy yet 
. doubting Apoſtle Thomas being 
alſo wn , to confirme him in 
true faith , by ſceing and oO 
that glorious body of thyne whic 
was ſtill adorned with thy hue fa- 
cred wounds , in memorie of thy 
moſt bleſſed paſſton for our falua- 
tion, I —_— and glorific thee 
for thy ioyfull ſfalutation , and 
open viſion, with a heauenly be- 
nedition beſtowed vpon the A- 
ſtles with thyne owne holy 
mouth , and yet with a cheerefull 
countenance, ſaying : peace be to 
you , both now and hereafter, 
Now by faith and grace , then by 
fighr and cleare iu As my fa- 
ther loued me, ſo I loue you : re- 
mayne in my loue, and ſtay perſe- 
ucrantly with me , and I will re- 
mayne with you here, and for all 
cternitie, I prayſc and glorific thee 
0 Iclu Chriſt , my moſt reuerend 
Lord and maſter , for thy friendly 
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announcing of peace, and reucrent 
ſtanding in the middeſt of thy A- 

ſles to preſcrue them from the 
feare of the Iewcs. For as a good 
paſtour ſtands inthe middeſt of bis 
sheepe , to defende them againſt 
the wolfes rage , ſo didſt thou 
proceede with thy Apoltles in bad 
tymes , by giuing them ftrength 
againſt aduerlitie, co conduct them 
tothe King.lome of heauecn. 

2, And cuen as a powerfull 
kinge or prince ſtands armed in 
the midſt of his people , with a 


ſpeare and a $heild in his hand 


againſt the enemyes darts, cncour- 
raging his ſoldiersto fight valiEcly 
and either gloriouſly to vanquish, 


or happily to dye : ſo ſtoodſt thou 


o molt valient leſa, thou ſubduer 


of Diuels and peruerſe men, in the 


midſt of thy Diſciples, armed with 


the ſtole of gladneſle, and helmer 


of imortalitic hauing about thee, 


.the ſcarrs of thy paſſion the holes 
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of the buckler of thy body, as fo 
many arguments of the truth , by 
which armcs thou didfſt non 
the princes ofthis world , and the 
rectours of many darkneſles , to 
ſtrengthen thy ſoldicrs, the Apo« 
ſtles, in faich hope and charitie, 
who were verie pulillanimous 
vpon the fight of thy: paſſion, thy 
Croflfe, death , and buriall of thy 
bady, in a hard rocke cloſely shntt 
vp. Who would hane conceined 
that thou wouldft ryſe againe ater 
they had ſcene ſo many (tgnes ant 
arguments ' of thy dcath 2 And 
therfor lcaſt thy deuonte diſciples 
might hane deſpaircd , not being 
. as yet wholy c6ftrmed tn faith,thoau 
did(t viftbly appearevnto the,with 
the ftyogmares of thy blefled & 'gÞ- 
rious body ; which were miracu- 
louſly left in thee, for a tcftritib- 
nie thatthou waſt trulie ryſen, that 
they shonld, vndoubredly beleeue 
thy appatitton , ſaying to them: 


to 


-F 


# 
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touche and ſee, that euen I am le- 
ſus Chriſt who kunge vpon the 
Croſſe for you , and roſe againe the 
third day by dinine power, as 1of- 
te plainely foretold you, how ener 


Jou ard not ſo well vnderſtand it, 


Now therfor behold my hands,my 
fecte, and my fide ; and contider 
principally in me the fiuc wounds I 
recciued in my paſſion, to meditate 
therypon day and night how ex- 
celltuely I loued you , and how 
grcat tormentsI endured for your 
eternall ſaluation, Peace be to 
you my friends,who haue contem- 
ned this world , for whom 1 haue 
preparcd the cternall ioyes ofhea- 
ven in the ſocietic of the holy An- 
zells, after the many dangers of 
this preſent life. Feare not, diſtruſt 
not, I am your reward, your crowne 
your beatitude, Amen. 
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A prayer to obreyne thepeace of hart | 
which Chriſt offered to his Diſ- 
ciples, 


'H () Mellifluous Icſu Chriſt, 

king of heauenand carth, 
the true peace of all hartes, and 
the comfort of the ſforrowfull fay 
to my afflicted and deſolate foule, 
in ſuch ſort.as thou beſt Knowes :1 
am thy ſaluation, thy peace , hy 
life, thy conſolation , thy hope, 
thy light , thy repoſe. In me is plz 
ccd thy cheife good, the true {ov 
lace of thy foule , all delightful 
and endleſſe ioy. What would you 
wish more? Nothing , © my Lord, 
I defire thee alone , theel ſecke, 
thee I thirſt after, thee l loueat 
hart, I prayſe, and bleſl- chee in 
all thinges, and aboue all thinges, 
atall cymes , and in cuery place, 
Thou rulceit over all in heauen and 
earth , in the ſea and all the 
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Abiſſes , in the mountaines, and 
wild woods , and cuery creature 
as well little as great lyes whol 


open to thy eyes. Thou didſt 


create all thinges by thy wiſdome, 
and doſt gouerne them by thy pro- 
uidence. O the peace of God, and 
cleare Knowledge of my Crearour 
which ſurpalles all ſenſe , and vn- 
derſtanding of men or Angells, 
when $hall I be poſleſied of thee ? 
O when wilt thou take me wholy 
yp intcriourly and extcriourly, that 
I way ncucr defire any more? My 
Lord , my God , my hartis vn- 
quicte till jt may reſt in thee, My 
mynd cannot be appeaſed and cal- 
medtill it be vnited to thee in life 
everlaſting. O peace, how ſweete 
and wishfull is thy name fall the 
world oncr. How pleaſing and de«+ 
lightfull is thy voyce in the hea- 
uenly countrie © true ſoucraigne 
and eternall peace with God, with 


s 
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the holy Angells, and with menof 
good will. | 
4. Grant me, © Lord peace of 
hart , that I may ſouucraignely 
loue thee, Giue peace in my mouth 
that | may :deuoutly pray ſe thee, 
Giue peace in my hand, that I may 
doc all my good workes to thy ho- 
nour for cuer. When I am ſad and 
ſorrowfull, ſay, peace be to thee, 
ItsI, feare not. Peace be to thee, 
Nothing can be heard more 
agreeable, /ts 7. Nothing more 
happic can be pollclled, Feare not, 
Nothing can be reioyced in more 
ſecurely. Behold 1 am withyou,'No- 
thing more {weete can be inioyed, 
Itpayes to the end of the world, 
Nothing more ſolide and certaine 
to be belecucd , and to obreyne 
life euecrlaſting. O Lord , what 
eucr I haue, what cucrlI ſec and 
defare , its all nothing without 
thee. In thee alone all my riches 
are placcd , nothing better , no- 
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thing more pe rfc&, nothing more 
rich, more blefled ,and therfor in 
thee my God,, my Saviour ,. is all 
ny hope , all my (ubſtance, all my 
lyatzan ,. all my peace, all theſe 
xe placed in thecel fay, and in noe 
created good which is not thy 
ſelfe, be ic neuer ſo great-, noble 
and 11[luſtrious, I ſay therfor, 
ming with that humble and holy 
francis : 92y God and my al, nor 
toe I defire any more. And if at 
aytymc I bein tribulation, while 
lam depriucd of internall ble{- 
ings and conſolations,I lay againe, 
Kpray 957 God,CF my all. I will noc 
nore, I couct noe more but thee 
gy God whoarrt all in all things, 
tboueall thinges , and bcfore all 
inges, bleffed for cuer and cuer. 
0Lord, grant that I may inward- 
ly ponder theſe thinges , and at 
mayes dcuoutly fulkile them, 


Amen, 
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THE XV. CHAP, 


How Thomas touched our $4: 
WIOurs Wounds. 


L, Bleſſe :and giue thee than 


kes, 6 Lord Iclu Chriſtthoy } 
enlightcner of all thy faithfull in Þ 


the miſts of this world, for thy” 
cceding great mercy, for thy a 
parition to $, Thomas the Apoſtle, 
and! for the, comfort thou yauck 
him, in the day of thy reſurre- 
Qion , which ſurpaſſes all humane 
reaſon , and cannot be comprehen- 
ded by mortall man, ſaue onely by 
faith and divine reuclation. Thou 
haſt wrought many wonders, 0 
my Lord God , from the beginin 
of the world , and ſtill work 
till this day in heauen and in cant 
to manifeſt rhe gloric of thy name. 


And therfor though men cannot 
al 
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at all find chem out or comprehend 
them, yet they are moſt cafic to 
thee , and they are cheifly orday- 
ned and (done for the faluation of 
the elet. And wheras that belo- 
ucd Diſciple of thyne ſtoode not 
pertinaciouſly in his owne ſenſe, 

r-vttered that word out- of ma- 

ce, that he would not belecue 
yaleſle be fawe and touched thce, 
therfor he obteyned the mercy and 
grace , openly to ſee thee with his 

es, and moſt certainly to touche 
hee with a reucrent hand, to putt 

all doubts, and co be ſtrengrhe- 
acd in his weaknes in faith. He 
then bcholding thy humanitie , 
and beleening in his bars thy hid - 
dn diuinitie he cryed out with 

cat.deuotion,, and a firme faith, 

ying : 34y Lard, and my Ged. 
This 1 &rmely belecye, this | truly 
pofelſe, this will 1 qpgnly pro» 
came, thiswill I boldly preach, 
aisl denounce to. all the, people, 
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deſiring hartily todiuulge euenty 
the vtter moſt corers of the whale 
world, that all mien may belceyein 
thee, and be'laued. My Lord, ani 
-y God : my Creatour , and my 
Redeemour. This is the true and 
firme faithwhich leades her belee- 
uers tothe Kingdome ofheauen,J 
Lord how great is the multitude | 
of heauenly delightes in thy i | 
and eleded Friends , whi 
thou often sheweſt them in thi 
life amidft their temptations and 
tribulations , and cacn giues them 
forctaſtes therof; exhorting them 
by word and example to progrelſt 
and perleuerance.' Sometymes 
thou hideſt thy (elfe , that they 
may lament, and lookethee, and 
ardently defire to ſee thee-: as dlls 
that by their falls and languistvs 
ments they may learne to know 
their owne inſirmicie, and thenc# 
conceive humbly of themſelues, 
and nor preſume to flye at high 
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(hinges 'which are aboue their 
reach, After this againe thou She- 
weſt chy {elfe, comforteſt the mour- 
aefull-, cnlightening and inſtru- 
Qingehem , that they might -nei- 
ther-deſpaire in aduerlitic », 'nor 
fore too chighin ,proſperitic, but 
gill call to mynd that ithey arc 
aartall-men and ſinners. not Amn- 
glls confirmed jn glorie, 

13« I prayſe and magnibe thy 
gfldneſle and 'pictic , for that 
ter the ſalutation of peace, and 
| part .thou didſt make 
thy.  gracivuſneſle appeare to thy 
holy Apoſtle Thomas, who humbly 
wd.regerently fell downe vpom 
his Knces before thee, and from 
kig-hart-begged pardon , shewing 
lim:che [glorious ſtygmes of thy 
wolbſacred wounds, wounds more 
worth chen all the treaſures of this 
world , more.pretious then all pre- 
tious ſtones, more fresh and faire 


 [$enrthe redeſt roſe, and more des, 
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licious then al! your odotiferow 
gummes and ſweetes, ''For theſe 
are they that chime much bright 
then'all the ornaments of heagewl 
"much 'more \retoyee the {ou lev 
the Saintes , moreCardently'im> 
fame the hartes' of the: Faivkfall) 
and more ordinatily ſoften the Fa 
mers harcand enen 'meles'biny nth 
teares. They rowle vp Uleepers; 
'a more frequent/prayer : they drv 
-dcuonte :{onles toKifle chrome | 
cordially ;and'meuc 'men of gool I: 
will tomorcferyentacknowledde- 
iments. Theſe wete'they' with 
'wounded'a{l the mtcrivur 
' of the "moſt -denoute and _-_ 
'ther Francis ,bythe'free ery 
-eorſe ; ant ourwatd aſp 
in (6/omehthar thoſhaly fel 
: L. , rhe Plaindety "in his"! 
heſe five | holy (arid amid 
"wounds 'of Irſus , idor -ofcen Ft 
"moue tiany denoure retibjous';'ya 
"alid 'eugn” ſecafar -pooplealld';; 
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.. Thomas. a Kempys. 


| hartic compunCtion , and compelle 


them to weepe , whenthey looke 
ypon the picture of their crucified 
Lord in the Church, os els when 
they bearc or reade the paſſion of 
Ebrift, or harcily reflec ypon it ta 
Gods honour. Amen. 
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DU THE XVI. CHAP. + 


o 


4 prayer of the 5.5.ſacred wounds 
. of 9ur S.m10ur Jeſus Chriſt. ' 


b, Blgſe.,and. giue.thee rhan- 
> 2 18 - JHIC.LNEC thans 
W | Kay Lord chu Chriſt, chou 
molt louing ſonne of God , cruci- 
ted for the faluation of the world 
Wall thy dolours , and ſacred: 
vounds litle and great, which thou 
didſt pgoufly and inocently ſuffer 
4 purge and pardon our linnes, 
and offer wok gratefully.and freely 
thy hoaveply Father by dying 


11 
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eut of true loue and obedience*'}} 
And I'prayſe and glorific thee in &* || 
very ſpeciall manner both now & |' 
all the dayes of my life , with alf | 
poſſible thankfalnefſe and benes*Þ' 
diction ,from the moſt»inward af!" 
feftion of my hart , and moſt deare*P' 
memarie for that. moſt ſingularly 
kind fauour in openly shewing thy*F 
fiue Gacred; waunds: ,. which: thow | 
didſt reſerue in thy moſt holy and'P' 
gloriqus- body , after thy bleſſe('}' 
and: glorious reſurreion , and! |! 
didſt preſent them to thy Diſ-']* 


t 
cipleseyesto be looked pon , ani t 
didft clemently., and'corinin q "Tt 
allowe thy. incredulons Apoſt eS. 
Thomas to touche them , and con®'[* 
firmedſthim in faith , and would I? 


haue theſe rhinges declated &'pu- 
blished to all the world , foraper | 
peruall argument of -thy 4oue th) ; 
them, and all.thy faithfull, and F 
deuoute people all ouer the world; F 
thatthcy might intjrely loye thee}. 


. Thow«s 4 Kemyit gig. 
e©mdout of gratitndeneuer ceaſe to? 
8: [ppp {e rhee. And rherfor it is both? 
[mp duticand aduantage neuer to: 
1 [{yle cucry day to call ro mynd thy' 
+ [incomparable loue tomee to thend'? 
£:' Jthat as. theſe five moſt ſacred 
i {wpundsof rhyne remayned in thy 
ly: glorious body , as ſo many new,, 
y md indelible holes of thy-buckler' 
Ipbich-outſtripps all the arres of 
auen- in brightneſſe ,. ſo they 
1d: alſo remayne continually' 
[Fred in my-memoric, and in that: 
v4 JRall thy, fairbfull , in reſpe& of | 
| [&# innumerable bleſſings which' 
of [{ued from them , and the miſe-* 
Js avoyded by them in this life ,* 
Jad finally , © pious Teſti, in re-' 
F prde of the endlefle ioyes which, 
1 hope happily to, obteyne therby. 
« | 2- Be prayſe , honour, power, 
gi{foric and victorie to thee ,. 8. 
{ [-ord , for thy holy wounds wherby 
;'[%ou haſt redeemed me , purged 
\/[fleworld , ſpoyled Hell, opened 
Y jj £ 
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Paradice, illuſtrated heauen, and 
oucrioyed the Angells. And thou 
didſt with all aſcende into heanen 
to araw a miſerable wretch vnto 
thee, and reconcile him to thy fa- 
ther, and appeaſe his wroth, Thou 
did(t reſeruc thoſe holy ſtygmesof 
thyne, and caricd them vp ts the 
right hand of the father , to proue 
alwayes mercifull ro me, and all 
that place their confidence in thee, 
and ſorrow for their ſ{innes, and 
didſt preſentthem to all the inha- 

birants of heauen, as a trophee of 
vanquished death, O aſtonishment 
and ioy / 0 immenle hope of the 

fithfull , Icſu Chriſt kinge & 
glorie. Thon art the ſplendour 
of thy father , honour of thy mo- 
ther, the ornament of the vir- 
gine , ſonne of Marie, flowre of 
the filde lillic of the vallies , fo- 
lace of the afflicted , health of 
the infirme , ioy of the deuoute 
ſoule, beatitude of the Sainxes ; fe- 


licitie ef the Angells, Write ; 0 


1 © ow & A." 
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Lord, I beſcech thee, thoſe holy 
aud pretious wounds in my hart 
with tay pretious bloud > that I 
may, be touched with ap inward 
compaſſion of rhy ſufferanees, aud 
to loue thee incomparably aboug 
all other thinges, and moſt wil- 
lingly to ſuffer ſome ſmale words, 
at lealt , for the loue of thy mg 
fweete and holy name , which js 
Rrre exalted and blelled aboue the 
pames of all che Angells ang 
Saintes for all eternitie. Painte 
theſe thinges in red letters, and. 
and goldcn circles before my wan-- 
dering eyes, that I may not ſec the 
yanitics of theworld , nor thinke 
of them , or heare any.rumours ts 
diſquicze my mynd',. or gue care 
to any diſcopries which is nor of 
thy ſelfe , © Ieſu my Lord =o 
For all thinges are vaine whic 
diuert me from thinking of hea« 
uenly thinges, and weeping vpop: 
thy ſacred wounds, 
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3+ Sricke therfor thy holy nayles 
into my feete , assharpe fpurrs to 
incite me on to follow thy foot- 
ftepps through diſguſts and aduers 
ſitie , that I may ncither be blowen. 
vp in profperitie , nor throwne 
downe by the'calamities which bes 
fall me, Wound , me in both the 
feete, that I may ſtray noe [further 
from thee, Wound me in the le 
foote with the nayle of feare, that 
I conſent not to carnall ſinnes; but 
dreade the torments of Hell, 
Peerce my- right foote with the 
mayle of heauenly loue, with tho 
feruour of deuotion to ſpriing ona 
peaceinthe waye of thy comman- 
dements, by docing thee ſeruice 
both day and night, and rende+ 
ring thee, cheercfull . and. Jouve» 
rajpne thankes in hymnes and di 
uine. prayſes.: or els by wearying 
my ſelfe in-externall labours) for 
the comon good out of obedience 
abd. þotherly 'charitic, For thy 


þ 
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fake, dearqLord, whowaſt woun- 
ded, and dyed vpon the Crolle', 
all temporall labour and paines are 
ort and light, But longe , and 
exceeding longe are the, eternall 
torments of hell , and the fire 
which burnes for euer. Stricke 
allo thy other two nayles into my 
hands that they may produce good 
workes in due tyme , and to flye 
xdlenciſe, which greatly hurts the 
fule, and. amourouſly to imbrace 
thee hanging , vpon the Crolle for 
me,all full of wounds, and-praying 
for- thyne enemys, with both my 
armes., Draw me therfor to thee, 
from the flesh to the Crolle , from 
earth to heauen. For I defire car- 
xeſtly to be diſlolued”, and to dye 
vith thee yponthe Croſle, and by 
the vertue of thy woundes to be 
clenſed from my finnes, and to be 
reed from eternall death. | 

4+ Thou art my God, and te 
thee will I confelle my finnes, cure 
| Y vj 


F20 Meditations and Prayers 

me bythy ſacred wolids whichwere 
cruclly inflited/vpon thee for my 
fake. Forwho will deliuer me from 
all my finnesand negligences , but 
thou alone , 6 my Redecmour why. 
waſt crucified for me , and woun 

ded with many ſtripes 2 Amongſt 
which thoſe fue pretious wounds. 
are moft illuſtrious , odoriterous: 
and refulgent , which were made 
by the naylesand'{peareg{ike tothe 
red feale of the lambe of God, pur-- 
pled with bloud , marked with the 
marke of diuine loue, and being 
the molt ſtronge aflurances of my 
etcrnall redemption, are not at all 
to be blotted out , but replenished 
with all grace and ſweetneſle, they 
are continually to be expoſed toall 
the faithfull to be Kifled , and to: 
be planely contemplated with the 
eyesof the mynd, and granted to 
thoſe tharweepe , toenter by them 
to the ſeercetes of heauen, Enter, 
antcr-confidenitly my ſoule , by the 


- * } of s or 
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howells of thy Gods. merey han- 
ging vpon the Crolle. Enter: into 
. deepe holes of his wounds, to 
be freed from the face of the frau- 
dulent ſerpent which aflaults-thee 
both [priuatly and: publickly. 
Remayne here ſecurely in ilence 
likea mournefull turtle in the ſo- 
litude, and as a doue hiddin the 
holes of a molt ſtronge rocke ; def- 
piling all wordly joyes, medita«- 
ing the ſacred wounds of Ieſus, 
and hoping by the merits therof to 
attayne to cternall rewards from 
hisholy hands, Now , © moſt pious 
leſa Chriſt , lay alſo thy ſani':g | 
word to my ſoule , which thok 
faydit tothy holy Apoſtle $. Tho- 
mas, confirmeing him in-hisfaith, 
and pardoningall his-finnes-in te- 
timonieof thy fingular loue. Putt 
thy finger in.here, and behold my 
hands. nayled with-cruell nayles 
out of lone to thee, tothe Crofle. 
And puttout your hand to touche 
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me , and thruſt ir into my fide 
which loue and friendshippe layd 
open to thee , which was ſo barba- 


rouſly peirced by the ſoldiers | 
ſpeare , that bloud and water gu- | 


Shed out in-aboundance from 1t, 
for the true remiſſion of all ſinnz, 
to truc belecuers out of meere 
mercy. And be'noe more incredu- 
lous but faichfull ,- not ſtaggering, 
but conſtant and ſtable : not cus 
rious , bat. ſimple and. deuounte; 
not negligent and 'forgetfull , but 
fcruent and alvwayes gratefull to 
God for his innumerable benefits, 
Grant me, 0 my good and beloued 
Teſa , frequently to conſtder and 
ruminate theſe thinges ; firmely to 
belecue and adhcare to thee ; ne- 
uer to- doubt of thy words , and 
eternall truth : to run ſpeedily in 
all my temptations and. troubles 
to thy paſlion , and to ſceke fot 
comfort in thy wounds, and paines, 
and.cucr to find the peace. and 
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gepoſe of my foule in thee, Who 
with the father. &c. 
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Chriſt's armour , to witt , the- 


.. Croſſe , the nayles, the ſpeare, 
aud the crowne of thorne. 


I. | Bleſſe and giue thee thankes, 


0d. Lord Iclu Chriſt , thou 
Kinge of all . Kinges , . for thy 
triumphant and royall armour., te 
witt, thy Croſle, nayles , ſpeare, 
crowne. of thorne ,roddes , ropes , 
pillers, to which thou waſt bound 
all.nakKed, and. cruelly whipped : 
a3alſo for all the reſt of the paſſages 
androrments of thy ſacred nite 
ſuffered. for vs vile ſinners ; tothe 
ſubduing of the diucll, and the [c- 
vers of the world, with all its 
pompes-and malice , and giuing 


$44 Meditations and Prayers 
mercy and.remy{lion of linns to all | 
that belecuc in thee , and arc truly | 
cnicente to: the obteyning of the 
(3096 of cternall ſaluation, and the 
eloric of cclcltiall beatirude , with 
thy holy- Angclls in heauen , aftcr 
the finall reſurreCion of the deade, 
according to cuery onrs- merits, 
For then shall many fignes ep- 
pearc in hcaucn and inearth, and 
the wounds of thy bleſſed paſſion, 
togeither with the banner .of-thg 
Crolle , and the reſt of thy armes, 
= reat ioy and coufidencegf 
the ek, and noe leſle terrourand 
lorrow of the reprobate. T hen $hall 
dll theele&, the humble, inocent, 
deuoute and chaſte , {imple, obe- 
dient, and myide ( who haue often 
{\uffere inturics for thy names lake) 
exulce, reflecting vpon thy ſacred 
wounds and as Ig their owne, 
by compaſſion,and rendering moſt 
hartie thankes. Thentoo shall the 
proude, couctous,enuyous, gluttong, 
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and thoſe ſlaucs to flesh and bloud: 
quake and lament , as hauing ra- 
rely or neuer looked ypon thy paſ 
fon and wounds witha ec 
nate harte , but rather conſidering 

oper lucre , and felfe commo- 
ditie , then thy benchits and bitter 
wounds, Conſerue me therfor ,. © 
Lordl, from thoſe peruerſe and vn- 
gratefull men , \and keepe me 
among the pureand inocent sheepe 
of thy flocke , for whom thou waſt 
wounded, crucified, and dyed out 
of pure charitie. O moſt myld: 
kſu, arme me with the fortitude 
of thy power , and $heald me all. 
ter wit hi the {ſacred armour of thy 
moſt} bitter paſſion atr all tymes ;. 
and in all places, by reaſon of the 
multitude of the wicked ſpirits 
guilesand temptations, aflaulting 
me on. all ſides by a thouſand 
trickesand inuentions, which yet 
are euer wicked and vaine, And 


therfor , © Lerd , I kumbly: betake 
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my ſelfe to thy paſſion , hantily 
begging to be comforted , and po- 
werfully protected by.thy. mercy, 

2, O pious leſu , my ſure helpe: 
and defence in eucry temptation, 
and tritulation of this frayle and 
miſerable life , ere&, and plant 
before my eyes that royall banney 
of thy holy Croſſe. ,' that ſigne of 
eternall ſaluation , that. ſcepter of 
the diuinitie , that bowe and sheild: 
of thy humanitie , that ſtrongeſt 
forte , that terrible thunder , and 
Sharpeſt dart. againſt the diaells 
rorcings and warrs, againſt the 
noyſc of the world., and inſurre- 
tions of the flesh : againſt eucry; 
Yice , and peruerſe cogitation : 
againſt the ſpiritt of blaſShemie | 
and the depth of deſpaire which 
ſtriucs to [ake and drowne me, 
and to call me backe moſt fre- 
quently, 6Ieſu, from inuoking thy 
moſt ſweete name, that of thy bleſ: 
kd morther,and thy Saintes, to fixe 


« - 
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tiyncs vpon their life and fame, 
yea, and Which is yet worſe , ts 
vithdrawe the true beleeuers from 
the right faith, and from the ve= 
neration and leue of the holy 
Croſle. O TIeſu moſt vitorious 
kinge , let thy holy Croffe proue 
my ſafetie , peace and life , my 
buckler, ſword , and ſpeare ; mp 
towre_ of fortitude againſt the force 
ef the foc , a ſtrong wall againſt- 
the fraude of the old ſerpent : 
light ar home , a guide abrode in 
the way; aſafe cuſtodic within & 
vithout , aboue and belowe , by 
reaſon of many obſtacles. and dan-. 
gers. Letthe ſweete. and. beloucd. 
Crofle be my repoſe in my labour, 
my ſolace in my ſorrowe , a medi- 
inc in my languours, an vnCtion 
in my dolours. Let it proue! my 
defence in ſolitude , my {auegarde 
among the multitude, a light in. 
darkneſſe , my. ioy at nonetyde, 
and pray(c, honour ; and gloricin. 


$23 Meditations and Prayers. 


the cuening. Let the gracefcll aud| 


glorious Crolle be found fweer- 
neſle in my diſguite , health-in my 
hcknelle,,, firme faith in my age- 
nic, my onely hope at my ſoaleg 
departure : my aſſiſtance mn iudee; 
ment, my protection from Hel; 
my deliucrie from all paine , and 
my conuoye by the holy Angells 
into heauecnly glorie. F 

3. Againe ,0 moſt patient Iely, 
applic thy holy nayles, ( whereby 
thou' waſt cruelly nayled to the 
Croſle ) to my harte in the tyme 
of my lorrowes, to keepe it , my 
mouth and all my ſenſes in (afetie, 
and againft the Diucllsterrours by 
day and night , that by ſeeing the 
fgnes of thy nayles they may flye 
from me , as from sharpe arrowes, 
and fo: permitt me to reft in thy 
peace, orelsto pray, or ſerioully 
to thinke of the paine cauſed by 
them in the body ofmy Lord leſus 
Cirift ; and letthem. not dare mo- 
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{ft mewith mickett fancies while, 


Ithinke of irthy huge doepe and 

widc wounds which thou didit cn- 

dureinthy:handsandfeete: Applc 

alſo/.1 beech - thee, tbat'\ lance 

which cructly wounded thy deade 

fee, tomy fideatall tymes whe- 
zher 1 fleepe orwake :-ohat I alſo 
way be/vtranfpeirced avizh thee 
wpon the Crolle!zby inwardy con- 
doling with ther, and outwardly 
refuling ell wordly riches, and by 
$hutting out -all vaines chinges . 
4nd 'this by the ifole;, memoric of 
heavenly thinges, and: thy ſacred 
wounds. Doc ſo wounde my hart, 

+ my 'God, that nothing ar all of 
:mpuritic may any longer remayne 
-therin. -O ſouneraigne and matt 
beloved: Jefir ' Chrift :rhou firme 
hops ofthe faichfull., Fortitude of 
«thoſe that fight , and. .crowne of 
the vicorious!, wiſdoma of the 
"wiſe, and light of: the ignorant. 

\Shew-ave withall , while Ircmayae 
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bannished in this fleshly priſon; | 
thy holy and blefſed crowne of | 
thorne , which 'was .moſt barba- | 
Toully forced downe into thy fas | 
ered heade with $sbarpe torment | 
and ſcorne , ſo that thy pretious | 
bloude ſtreamed downe on all | 
fades. ' Grant I beſeech thee, tha 
the huge 3hewre of -bloud which 
gushed from that haly and moſt 
paincfull crowne may proue the 
urgation Of all my crimes , a de> 

| 1. of teares , and a mollifyi 
bathe to my hard and dryc harte. 
Let the : frequent memorie and 
ſtrong imagination .of that holy 
.and blefled crowne of thyne, and 
the dayly contemplation of thy 
"wounds, expcellc and putt to flight 
all cuill ſuggeſtions , and impute 
ogitations , and appeaſe and 
breake downe all my tribulations: 
ſith a violent head ache, is wount 
to extinguish luft in the reſt of the 
members, | Lot. therfor the frevh 
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ine , of this thornie and goarie 
crowne enter into the inmolt cor= 
ners of my harte.; let it putt all the 
parts of my body into commotion 
4 it fill me with bitterneſl, ts 
wash away all the dregges of my 
foule, which TI haue contracted in 
alonge tyme by my madneſle. Let 
a bring downe all my high flights, 
and bruſe them into nothing , all 
deautic into duſt , and all that's 
pretious into durt , all that fla- 
tishes into corruption , and all 
thats delightfull into molt bitter 
wormewooude , all that's iocant 
into: famentation, all thats ridicu- 
lous and ſportfull into derifion and 
contempt. 

4. O how beautifull and reſ- 
plendant $hall the crowne of the 
deuoure and chaft ſoule appeare in 
heauenly gloric , which while it 
was in this world, did frequently 
and dolorouſly thinke of Teſus his 
gowne of thorne , and beare 
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about in its memoric his bettex 
wounds ! I belecue that when ſuch 
a foule comes to dye, and flitt out 
of this miſerable life, it will meete 
with much hope of pardon, and 
couccine great confidence of mercy 
by calling to mpnd thy ſacred pal 
fion. And therfor pleaſe by the 
merites of all thoſeholie wounds ts 
pardon all my {innes new andold 
as thou didſt with that holic May- 
dalcne, out of thy onelic mercie 
and grace, who wonderfullic be 
waylcd her finns , and eſpeciallie 
the manic and greenous wounds 
which thou .didit receiue in thy 
paſſion , for the multitudes of out 
hainous crymes. But, © moſt mer 
cifull Icſu , thy mercie and pietic 
outſpokeall our old and new wen 
for the bowells of thy-mercie, & for 
thouſand thouſand blowes wherby 
thou waſt wounded , moſt par 
tientlie endured from the hands of 
the wicked, which thy holic.moy 

ther, 
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"ther, and beloued Marie Magda- 


lene ſaw, and bewayled with many 
teares. And therfor, 6 Lord, make 
me ſtill more-and more forrowfull 
at hart , for thy whipping , and thy 
cruell bindingwirhropes tothchard 


= in the preſence of many who 


de by, laughing and vpbraiding 
deuoyde of all compaſſion and sha- 
me, onely deliring , like raninous 


dogges, to teare the inocent lambe 


npceces, they gaue blow ouer blow 
ind added paane to paine , while 
thou didſt neither murtter nor con- 
radiate, nor crye out, Alas, alas, 
yhy doc! you ſo cruelly {ſcourge 
me ? 

5. O how great and vnſpeakable 
msthy paticnce, 0 LordIeſu, in the 
widſt of ſo great torments, and the 
marie bloud which ſtreamed from 
thy wounds for the expiation of my 
lnnes, I, it was I who offended , 6 
Lord, and thou art whipped for me, 
Ivho did wickedly., and tran(- 
7 
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grelſed in many things: andthoy 


whoart guiltic of nothing,art vniu- | 


' ly condemned by the wicked, 1 
often va inely.laughe, and thou art 
baſely derided. 1 couet to pleaſe 
men With my braue apparell , and 
thou art hanged all naked among 
theeues. I feede of good meateand 
drinke, and thou art ſerucd ypon 
the Altar of the Crofle with moſt 
bitter vineger and gale. 1 fleepe in 
a ſoft bedd, while thou lyeſt in. 
hardgraue, as one reiected by the 
world.I paſlc oft by the Croſle with 


drye eyes, while Marie Magdalc« | 
ne and other holy women ceaſena | 


ro weepe, till they ſee chee ryſn, 
from death, and falling downeat 
thy holy feete, adore thee. Grant, 
pious Ielu , that I may thinke d 
theſc thinges, and foto weepe with 
thy moſt ardent Louer S. Mari 
Magdalene, and thy other Dilci- 
ples, that I may happily arriue at 
the gloric of reſurrection vpon tit 
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found of the trumper at the laſt day; 
andto center into the kingdome of 
'eternall beatitude "with all thy 
Eleft. Amen. -And let thy moſt 
-noble armour , © Lordleſu Chriſt, 
'be my fure proteCtion on all fides, 
againſt all the enemyes darts, and 
al the -proſperitic and adueriitic 
of thewoerld. Amen. 
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THE Xv1ll. CHAP. 


of Chriſt's apparition to the ſeas 
wen Diſciples who 'were 
fishing , &c. 
1, Bleſle -and giue thee than- 


kes, o Lord tcſu Chriſt, thou 
Creatour of all thinges,and Gouer- 


. | nour of heauenly and carthlie thin- 


yes , of Attgells and men, litle and 
ereate ,, rich and poore , of thoſe 
that line ypon the dry lande , and 


LE 1 
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thoſe that labour at ſea , for thy 
manifeſt apparition after. thy glo. 
rious reſurrection , to thy ſrauen 
-Diſciples vpon the ſea of Tibexia- 
dis Who where imployed in þ- 
Shing , as well to carne what was 
pw "ib for their liyely - hood, 
as forthe ſuſtenance of poore puelhs 
. out of their iuſt labours, which ax 
ratefull ro God and man, allowed 
by law and nature, by reaſon of 
the great good which is produced 
therby , to auoyd tleneſle, and 
profitable to ſpend the tyme, 1 
prayſe and* honour thee , 6 mot 
pious Icfu, thou who doſt viltte the 


labouring man, and afliſte in due 


tyme, giuing good counſel! ro the 
indigent for the ſuſtenance of their 
life b {ca and Land, I blefle thee 
for that thy reuerent ſtanding at 
the ſea fide , obſcruing how thy 
Diſciples laboured ; how charita- 
bly they ioyned hands togeirher, 
pnd|mucually helped cach other in 
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how good order they proceeded,and 
ſached vp their tooles, to fish after 
their wounted manner, without cl1- 
mours , or contention in words, 
Peter, as I concciue, ſitring at the 
erne as the molt skilfull in fishing, ' 
by whoſe ordcr the reſt putt their 
hands rothe moſt laborious worke, 
in caſe they might be ſurpriſed by * 
iny-ſtorme : I ames and Iohn the 
two ſonns of Zebideus (sFilfull in 
the fame Arte , which they had 
[carned of their father a molt ex- 
perienced old man) fitting to row 
moſt conſtantly and warily : and 5, 
Thomas a ſtronge and faithfull 


| perſon being in a readinefſe to 


drawe the nettes, togeitherwith Na- 
thaniel, who was learned in the la- 
we,and preparcdtoaſliſte in that ho-+ 
lie wor ke, with other twoDilſciples, 
whom [ certaincly Know not, hap- 
ply they were Simon and Iudas, 
thy moſt deare Kkinſmen and 
friends, 

Z. ii) 
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2. All theſe being well diſpoſed, 


Ihouring , ro wing , halling and 


ſweating all the night till the next. 
morning , —_ nothing at all. 


And thence deſparing of any. fruite 


ef thcir labours, they. reſolued to. 
fishe noc more , vnleſle God should 


. etherwiſe diſpoſe. And therfor it 
Ys that they ſuffered ſo much dif. 


cultie in fishing, that they might 
meete with more ioy, when their 


Lord and Maſter Icſys should co-. 


me, and dirc& them. And becaue 
ſe leſus was not corporally with 
them in the bote, that night, asat 
other-tymes he was often wont to 
be, they had but ill ſuccelle , as he 
forctold them, ſaying : without me 

ou are able to doe nothinge, Yet. 
bcloued Diſciples be nat diffident. 


at. preſent : for a miſtie morning 


proues ofren, by Gods grace, afaire, 


day. Haue a litle patience , and. 
eall vpon our Lord Ieſus and after 


your nightslabour all shall ſucceeds. 
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proſperouſly- with you. And fo 
indeede it came to paſle, Ieſus ap- 
pearing , and: ſaving to them : caſte 
our netts rowards the right ſide of 
the hippe , and you shall meete with 
much flore , while in: my. abſenee, 
you ſcarce caught any thinge. I 
prayſe and glorihe tlice ,, © moſt 
prouident leſus,, for that pious dil 
courſe with thole poore fisghermen, 
who had noe ſetled renenues to l1ue 
on ,, but lawfully earned neceſ- 
aries with the labour of their 
hands : nor were otherwiſe burden- 
lome to any by begging,or a matter 
ef ſcanda]l to the infirme by their 
idleneſſe, Thou therfor 0 good [e- 
ſ,didſt come in, to the ayde of thoſe 
poore ones of thyne , asking 
them whether they had any thinge 
to: cate , and: friendly RO 
concerning their-potage , laying : 
children, haue you any potage? Who 
replyed , noc. A $hort anſwer in 


* | the preſence ofan Almightic God, 
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who kncw all, from all eternities 
to whom all harts, and all ſecree- 
tes lyc open :as allo all that'wasin 
the shippe, and all that ſwimming 
in the ſea. Thou hadſt therfor 
compaſſion of their want, © govd 
Iclu, as well as ofthe hungrie mul- 
titude, ofold , in the Wilderneſle, 
And thou didſt afford them coun- 
{cll and aſliſtance, who were readie 
to obcye thee firſt at the word, Pla» 
Cing , therfor, their truſt in God 
with a firme faith, not in their owne. 
$kil!, they caſt their nctts tow- 
ards the right {ide of the boate , as 
they. were commanded by theit 
Maſter, who ſtoode on the $hore, 
and aduantaged them more by his 
words, then by the helpe of any 
ores. And loe, by Gods aſliſtance; 
their netts are filled with ſach mul- 
titudes of fish , that they are not 
able to halle them to the $hore. 
To witt , ſo abundant are Gods 


gifts , that they ourſtrippe mans 


. 
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firength ! The Diſciple whom Ie- 
ſas loned ſecing this ſogreata mi- 
nacle , ſaid to his fellowes, eſpe. 
cially to Peter, this is our Lord 
and Maſter, Which when Pecer 
had heard, he was oucrioyed, and 
inflamed with ſuch an cxceſle of 
hartic loue , that forgetting all, and 
leauing all in the ſea, ke preſently 
ſprings into the water , and tuc- 
king vp his frocke he runs to his 
Maſter Iefus, whom he loues aboue 
any holy name, for cuer bleflcd. 
' 3. O with what reuerence and 
confidence did not he apprache 
and bowe his wateric knees before 
thee , © Lord Ieſu, adoring:and 
honoring thy face brighter then 
the ſanne , which the holy Angclls 
alwayes behold , and which too 
wis permitted to be ſcene by him 
and his companions for a short tyme 
onely , for their comfort ; while 
yet it is wholic hidden , from the - 
oreat , tiche, and bellie-Gods of. 
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this world. O moſt pious and moſt, | 
ſwecte leſu, turne not that bleſſed. 
face of thyne from me', in what os, 
cuer place and workelI may be im- 
ployed. in. Pleaſe to come and be. 
preſent with me whileIlinge,reade,, 
meditate , write , or ſtudic. Be 
myndfull of me when thinges {uc- 
ccede well with me, and if ſuddenly, 
thinges ebange to the worle, grante 
me patience of harte, and grace 
to bleſle thee with my mounthe in 
all occurrences, and paticntly to. 
endure all louingly to thyne ho- 
nour. Viſite me by night , when; 
they.ringe to matines, and I will, 
ſpecdily ryſe to finge the Plalmes, 
with my brethren,and aſliſte them: _.. 
asthe Apoſtles themſclues ras 
ned , and laboured harde to catche. 
fishe, till day broke, thou cameſt,, 
and” gaueſt: thy benediction. For. 
while thou waſt preſent, and gauecl, 
thy benediction, their nettes were- 
replenished with multitudes of fis-. 


 Thomasa Kempis, «39 
he. So, I beſceche thee, 0 Lord, 
daigne to replenishe my harte in 
prayer with the ſweetneſle of in- 
ternall deuotion, by thy preuen- 
ting , and ſubſequent grace, that 
many longe Plalmes may be more 
gratefull ro me while 1 pray ,then 
many greate fishes to ſuch as are 
hupgrie. Becauſc the lim of 
the mynde , ſurpaſle thoſe of the 
bellic : for the ſpirit doth recreate, 
the flesh doth agrauate, The Spi- 
rit.. doth purific , and comfort ; tha 
flesh defiles and contriſtates, The 
Spirit doth ſubic it ſclfe , and 
4 4008 God : the flesh often.makes 
reliſtance, and hurts: for better is 
the foule, then the body':a liuing 
ſpirit more worthy then corrupti- 
ble flesch. The world is delight- 
full, but God who creates andgo- 
uernes all is farre more {weete.,and 
high. Be thou bleſſed in all thin- 
ges, 6 Lord Ieſu Chriſt, my God, 
who alone workeſt wonders by ſeas, 

Z vi 
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and Land. For thou doſt willingly 
cate and drinke with thy friends 
and Ele&e ; and doſt prepare a {a- 
cred ſpirituall banquet for them in 
Hymnes and Pſalmes, more deli. 
cious, then all the moſt exquilite 
earthlic juncates and wines. 
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THE XIX. CHAP. 


of Chriſt by feaſting with\ the 
ſame Diſciples. 


I. | Bleſſe and ciue thee than- 

kes, 6 Lord Icſu Chriſt, thou 
comfortour of ſuch as are in tribu- 
lation, ſolace of the poore , foode 
of the hungrie;, and comfort of 
thoſe that labour , for thy corpo- 
rall banket with thy Diſciplesand . 
for the copious capture of ſuch an 
abundance, of grcae fishe by the 
bandes and labours of thy dearcit 
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Diſciples in thyne owne preſence: 
andin vertue of thyne owne words, 
ſaying : caſte your nettes towards 
the right hand; and you $hall not 
fayle to find, O the great grace of 
God! Thou art the creatour of all 
thinges , and the ſteward 'of the 
needic and poore , who haue' not 
their panteries ſtored with meate, 
nor their coffers with money. Woe 
be to thoſe that place their confi- 
dece in their coffers, which theeues 
may robbe and conſume in one 
night. I prayſc and glorific thee 
moſt glorious Teſu, for thy familiar 
inuitation of thy Diſciples, being 
poore ficher men , to diner with - 
thec,after their longe faſt, and huge 
paines . in fishinge , ſaying to 
them : Come and dine: for I haue 
prepared bread and broyled fich for 
you being wearie and hungrie. If 
any of you deſire to warme, let him 
drawe neere the fire , and warme 


limſcife, If his garment be ſpot- 
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ted, or otherwiſe be wett, lethim 
preſently washe them, and drye 
them, at the coles which were pro. 
uided by my order.. You know ye- 
ric well how 1 behaued my ſelfe at 
the laſt ſupper , before my paſſion, 
in washing and drying your feere; 
and what | nt I made you, to 
moue you to conſerue humilitie 
and charitic among you , by myne 
owne example, and my longe ex» 
hortation. And now being ryſen 
againe , I alſo appeare to you ta 
falfillche ſame with more diligence 
by. a new- admonition , and. by 
dyning with you. | 

2. I ſtand inneede ofnoe meate 
ypon neceſlitie, but onely to cui- 
denceto you the truth of my glo- 
rjous body, I fpeake, and cate with 
you. Dinetherfor with me in cha- 
ritie, with ſobrictie, modeſtie, and 


filence, by abſteyning from vyani-: 


ties, as I haue taught you, and as 
you  haue frequently ſcene , and: 
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heard from my mouth. For a light 
word neuer fell from my lipps; - 
alwayes what was aggrecable to 
my heauenly father , and what was 
= 22g and of edification to the 

carers : Witneſſe. the. foure holy 
Goſpells which are. ſpread ouer all 
the world , wherin nothing ar all 
is found vaine, nothing misbeſee.. 
ming.. Be content. at preſent with 
the litle which you ſee before you, 
which I prouided for you my chil- 
dren who ſaid:we haue not ſo much 
2s. potage : ſo farreare we from ha- 
ung, roſted fowlesorhennes boyled 
wita ſpices, which are meate for 
gluttons , not for deuoute and reli- 
gious brothers, id ſiſters. But remay 
fe content with ſimpJe meate ( ta. 
vitt breade and ke which gods 
pen piouſly ſent. you, But 

apply theſe will not. ſuffice. you, 
inrcgard of gueſts chat may hap to. 
come, and the beggers whoareal- 
wayes necre , whom you mult not. 
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deſpiſe , bur contrarily you muſt 
feede and comfort them as farte 
forth as you are able, And therfor 
I cell you that you ought nor tobe 
uflanimous, when you hane but 
male ſtore ; bur confiding. in me 
bring ſome of the fisghes which you 
caught , in ſo greate a quantitir, 
with a free and ioyfull harte; 
Hearing this, Symon Perer pre- 
fent[y run yp to obey with protnpti 
tude and alacritic, and by his com- 
panions helpe drew thenert to the 
Shore full of one hundred fiftie 
three great fiches. And they Rood 
all in admiration, aud gaue thans 
kes to Godthe Father, and tothee 
his ſotine Ieſu- Chriſt, whom they 
faw preſent with them, and knew 
by bo grace of the holy Ghoſt 
And thence none of them durſ 
aske who art thon, who ſtayrs 
here diſcourſing and eating with 
vs : for they all truly knew that 
thou wert out Lord Iefizs - Chrilt 
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who roſe aline and immortall out of 
the Sepulcher, and didſt manifeſt | 
thy ſelfe vnto vs. 

3. I prayſc and render thee than- 
kes, o Lord Icfu-Chriſt thou belo- 
ned friend'of all deuoute people, 
thougdeare and'delightfull Lex of 
the ſoule , comfortable companion | 
amongſt thy brethren and friends; 
fot ſo good adiner, and ſo ſociable 
afcalt prepared by thee for thy Dil- 
ciples who whcre wearic with fish- 
ing; inuiting them to di'ner and 
preſenting them breade with thyne 
owne hand, blefſcd with thyne owne 
mouthe, as alſoa broyled fish, hote 
vith charirie , an full of ſweet ſpi- 
ritual rclich. O how well was the 
meatc ſeaſoned , where Ieſus playd 
the cooke, the Refctorian, and 
ſeruant at the table. What, I pray, 
vould you haue me to ſay more ? 
Verily that feaſt was topp full of 
delight, which Icſus and his Diſci- 
ples eate togeither, Yet how muck. 
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lightfull, is the banketof his pre- 
tious body and bloud which is day. 
ly celebrated in the Church;wher. 
in. Icſus himſelfe is caten and is not 
conſumed : the memorie of his pa 
fion is renewed ,. which he endured 
for all' of vs: the mynde ts reple- 
nished with grace, by the jubila- 
tion of the hart by Ieſus his preſeny 
cc, Which in it ſelfe is ofren tyme 
dryeand cold : and withall a pledgy 
of future glorie is giuen to the des 
uoute ſoule, for the ſolace and nou- 
rishment. of: her (pirituall life in 
this pilgrimage , till Chriſt come 
and take her to himſelfe, out of all 
the labours and ſorrours of this pre: 
ſent miſerie, into his cternall rcſ 
in iis Fathers honſe togeither with 
thoſe his holy Diſciples , where 
She shall nor hunger, and thirſt, 
but reioyce with him. eternally: 
V.nwillingly, and not without force 
can I be drawne away from the 


more excellent, worthy, and de« 


ww way 


RE IE Eh FO er no on TR RTF = WH 


(5 


—_— wa 


WT WT a] CS 43 - + 


Thomas a Kempis. . $47 
and merrie focieticof ſ1intes, 

and from | the delicious banket 
which Ieſus made with his Diſci- 

ples at: the ſea fide. For. I hartily 
defire , and begge from the verie 
bottome of- my hart ,. that I may: 
became one of the leaſt of Teſus his 

beloued Diſciples in-this world, by 

the contempt therof, and the abre. 
nuntiation of all tranſitorie thinges 
not by vertuc of. myne owne labours: 
and merits, but by Gods grace,and 
the mercy of my Saujour Ieſus-Ch. 
that therby I may deſerue to be vi- 
lited,, conforted', be made ioyfull 
and happie in his Kkingdome {which 
is to come, togeither with all his. 
kintes, Amen. 
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THE XX. CHAP. 


Of the ſweere diſcourſe which leſms 
had with S. Peter,” and $. lohn. 
the Apoſtle , of his loue. 


I, Bl:Mſe and giue thee thankes 

d Lordleſus Chriſt thou moſt 
myldeTouer of mau , and moſt viſe 
teacher of litle ones, for the ſweete 
conference which thou heldeft with 
S. Peter of thy loue ,” eſpccially by 
asking him thrice, and gracioully 
calling him by his Fathers name by 
the particular expreſſion therof, 
wherin he had good reaſon to ad- 
mirc, with great exultation and 
oladneſle: becauſe in ſpeaking with 
him 8 thou walt onely Vvpon the 
point of his true and hartic lou, 
ſaying: Simon, ſonne of Iohn, doſt 
thou loue me more then theſe 2 1 


_ "Thomas 4 Kempis.. . '5 49 
rayſe and glorific thee , 0. moſt 
worthy Iclu , for thy incffable 
goodnefſe and clemencie , in that 
thou did{t not v v0 him .with 
bis. grorubus inne committed 
apain thy ſelfe, but rather by ſuing 
for his louc , didſt excite him to 
more feruour ( which yethe perfe- 
aly Kuew ) and madeit knowne to 
his brethrea who were there pre- 
ſent. Further hereby thou didfſt de- 
clare to the whole 'Churcth all the 
world oucr , in what highth of di- 
ole and ſanRitic S, Peter was in 
t y higher , whom thou heldeſt in ſo 
Feet a degree of Ioue , cuen after 
isfall, And this, leaſt any should 
haye negledted him , or conceiued 
vnworthy thoughts of him, with 
whom thou, 6 Lord, didſt fo cha» 
ritably [pcake an cate. I prayſc, 
and putt a high price vpon S. Peter, 
thy A poltle , my patrone , for his 
right and free an{wereto thy words 
withour all preſumption , or rashe 
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ſpcach , by preferring himſelfe be 
fore many others in point of loue: 
teaching me, andall men, to think: 
humbly of our ſclues., to ponder 
thinges ptouidently,to anfwer wile. 
ly to the purpoſe, and truly and 
conſtantly to -profeſle the faith of 
Chriſt , againſt the obieCtionz 
whicharce, made. . He ſaid theptot 
thrice ( in -honour of the bleſſed 
Trinitie , becauſe he thrice denyed 
him out of feare ) 1 loue thee, Ilout 
thee, louc theepronouncing it with 
his mouth, belecuing it in his birt, 
without all doubt. What more? yei 
o Lord, thou knoweſt T loue thee, 
'2. O holy Peter, what haſt thou 
to lay, if men , who ſee not thy 
hart will giue noe credit to thee? 
Why , 1 will ſpeake then to my 
Lordand Maſter, and crye outand 
conſtantly profeſle with hart and 
yoyce to all that hear: me © Lord 
thou Knoweſt all thinges , thou 
Knowelt I louethee. 'O Lord thiow 
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| haſt proued me, and knowne me: 


thou haſt knowne my falling when 
1 deneyed thee : and. my ryſing 
zgainc, whenl wept bitterly., and 
truly repented, Thou haſt gra- 
cioully pardoned me , thou haſt 
pardoned me, 0 Lord who offended 
againſt thee, Thou didſt pardon 
meall, for thy holy name fakes 
becauſe thy mercy is ſweete, and 
thy commilerations are many, 
aboue all thy workes from the begi- 
ning and for cucr. 1 prayſe and 
plorifie thee , my ſweete Ieſu , 'for 
thy fidelitie and carefulneſle in 
comending thy lambes and sheepe 
into the hands and paſtora[l cu- 
ſtodie of thy deare louer S. Peter 
the Apoſtle, whom thou didlt call 
from catching of ish to the care of 
foules , and gouernement of all the 
Churches : from the fisher boate, 
toan Epiſcopall ſea:from vile netts, 
toa royall preiſthoode : from poore 
Parents , to the diguitic of the pope 
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2 Rome, which was neuer c6mit« 
- ted tgany of the ſaints before him; 
for out of thy great mercy , and thy 
' free and bounrifull giftof thy grace 
thou haſt eſtablisched him as thy 
true and faichfull Vicar , in thy 
holy ſea, with the plenitude of thy 
. power, and ouer the ſe'as of all 
Churches, and right of Kingdo- 
mes , not for the deſtruion , of 
hurt of any tender lambe, or poor 
infirme sheepe committed to hig 
care, but their defence and conſo» 
lation,and for the inſtruction anda 
lyation of allthe faichfall, great aud 
litle all cheworld over, And therfor, 
byword of mouth , thou didſt carc- 
fully commande the ſaid Peter, and 
didſt inioyne the fame to all the 
Prelates of the Church , ſaying: 
feede my Lambes,feede my shceps, 
be they litle or great, rich or poore 
whom thoudidſtredeeme with thy 
pretious bloude, 


3. Remember , & Petea wh# 
kind 
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kind of thing thou waſt , before 1 
called thee tothe Apoſtoli. all di- 
onitie ; and now what thou art be- 
come cue after thy chrice dencying 
of me, by my fingular mercy and 
Face, being eleuared to a higher 
onour and maicſ{tie, Behold thou 
art made the chcife Piſtour and 
Goucrnour of all the Churches, not 
inceſſantly to ſeeke , after thy 
»ayſe and gloric but myne , my 
heauenly Fathers , and th. holy 
Ghoſt's , and to conſecrue the pace 
of thy ſubies. I pravſe thee, 6 
moſtlouing Ieſu ; for thy laſt con- 
ference with S., Petcr and Ilohn, 
whom thou louedſt with a veric pe- 
culiar affection : for thou didft 
throughly inſtruct Peter by thyne 
owne example to carie his croſlc: 
and thou didſt impoſe vpon S. Iohn 
being a fourh who thou didſt Joue, 
the burden of teaching and noting, 
the higheſt and moſt profitable my- 
teries of the holy Church ; and 
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didſt prcſerue him by thy piouy 
prouidence, many longe yeares, for 
the comfort of many faithfull peo. 
le. And thervpon when Peter 
curiouſly asked concerningS.Tohng 
end,thou diaſt returne hima $hort 
anſwer : fo will I hauc him tore. 
mayne in body for the inſtruCtion 
of the whole Church, and the ſpe- 
ciall care of my mother , whom [ 
commended to him vpon theCrol: 
I will hauc.him to line longe, and 
to write certaine ſublime thinges 
ronching my dininitie, of my in- 
carnation , paſſion , and reſurre- 


&ion , as he was an eye witneſle, | 


and had vcrie frequently withall 
receiued from myne owne mouthe, 
till I come to him in perſon , and 
ioyfully receive him to my (el. 
fe, What's all this to thee © Peter, 
doc thou follow me, by ſuffering 
the death of the Croſſe for my fake, 
Becauſe it isa huge honour to thee, 
to dye a death like myne owne, 
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ypon the Crofle. Theſe thinges 
being ſaid, and Sweetly ordered, 
their —_— feaſte was ended, 
bur not the fpirituall one, which 
is better felt in denoute medita- 
tion and Prayer, then by a longe 
diſcourſe. 

4. Now I beſcech thee , & my 
moſt pious Lord Icſu-Ch. thou beſt 
phyſition of the languishing ſoule, 
that amidſt the varions vicillitudes 
and ſtrange cuents of this mourn- 
full life of myne,thouwouldſtmake 
te ſteere a right courſe into thy 
glorious Kkingdome. Driue the fu- 


. mes of pride farre from me, while 


Ireade or finge in the Quire, am6g 
my brethren who are better then 
my ſelfe; or while I ſtudic or write 
holy bookes for the Conuent, leaſt 
l may be puffed yp with vanitie, or 
compare my ſelfe to thoſe that are 
more learned , or sharper witted, 
by thy giftes beſtowed vpon themy 
katT might looſe the fruites of my 
Aa 1 
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good workes in this lite, and thy 
eternall rewardsin the next, Cone 
ſerue me withall in any great com- 
movion , from anger and indigna« 
tion againſt my brethren , that 1 
may make it my carneſt endeuour 
piouſly to endure the manners, and 
ſlipps of others, and toexcule them 
as myne owne defe&s,as thou deare 
Lord, didil teach thy Diſciples, by 
bearing with them [onge and often 
and myldly mouing them on 
to more perfection. Grant that [ 
may follow thee and S. Peter by the 
way of the Croſle,by enduring cor: 
porall labours, and forrowes of 
mynd, with . patience cuen vato 
death. Grant me a miſcrable ſinner, 
out of thy great mercy, mentally 
to touche and handle thy facred 
wounds with thy faithfull and tru- | 
th-telling ApoltleS. Thomas; and / 
dayly to meditate vpon them », at 

Maſle, in my Celle, attable, in all 

tymes and places,in the way of than 
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kes giuing ; for the lone of thy ho- 
Iy name, and the honour of the 
Crolle. Licence me alſo to lone 
thee with a pure hart and en 
with thy hol y Apoſtle Iohn : 
venerate in a ſpeciall manner thy 
bleſſed mather Marie who was in- 
ſtruſted ro his care : willingly to 
read! and heare his holy Golpell, 
and to lay it vpin my breaſt : to re- 
poſe as jt were in thy boſome : to 
contemne all temporall thinges, 
and to contemylate heauenly my- 
ſterics with him in the Apocalypſe. 
Be alſo mercyfull to me, © Lord, 
and defend me by the ayde of S, 
lames the Apoſtle fromall vice to 
which I am ſubicdt. Comfort me in 
vertue and good manners , to re- 
liſte the diuclls illuſions be thcy 
delightfall or difagrecable, becauſe 
th-y arc harefall to thee, and thy 
holy Angells. Grant me withall 
to ſubdue the pride of my mynd; 
tw vanquish ,gluttonie , to Keepe 

A a 11} 
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the dores of my hart and mouth 
and the reſt of my ſenſes vnder a 
{ure cuſtodic, Grant me grace, 6, 
thou ſonne of God, to.drinke the 
cuppe of thy paſſion togeither with 
the ſonns of Zebedeus, for the 
remiſſion of, my finnes, and to feaſt 
in thee , with them , and all thy 
ſaintes in the Kingdome of hca« 
uycn. Amen. 


ll 
— 


THE XXII. CHAP. 


Chriſts apparition to the 11. Diſ<. 
ciples Vpon the Mount Tal + 
bor in Galilte. 


F, I Bleſle and prayſc thee, 0 

Lord Ielu- Chriſt, Kinge of 
heanen and. carth, whodoſt waigh 
mountaines, and $hutteſt vp the 
earth in the ball of thy hand : who 
fitteſt ypon the Cherubins and Se- 
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raphins viewing the Abylles, who 
walkeſt vpon the ſtarrs of the firma- 
ment, and conlidereſt the remoteſt 
corners of th2 carth, and Knoweſt 
all chinges cuen before they are ma- 


de. I Blcſfe, prayſe, and gloriftc 


thee , for that thy ioyfull, high 
and glorious apparition on the 
Mount Tiabor to thy cleauen 
Diſcrples, as thou hadſt plainely 
and certainly promiſ:d them be- 
fore thy pallton, ſaying : for It 1s 
written I will ſmyce the Paſtour, 
and tie sheepe of the flocke $hall 
be diſpcrſcd ; but after I am rylen 
againe I wil gov betore you into 
Galilie, Firſt chen , thou didlt fo- 
retel| them two {add neweles, 
which waighed heauic vpon the 
hartcS of thy deare friends, ,to Witt 
the wounding of the Paſtour, in- 
timating therby that thou thy lelfe 
vaſt to fuffer by the Iewesand vpon 
that the diſpcriing of the flocke, 
their flight, and {orrow for feare 
| A a 11} 
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of punishment and death, Bur leaſt 
they should hauc dcſipaired and 
ſunke vnder i'ic loade of that hea- 
uie cal2niiic; chou didit prel{cntly 
adde oticr two veric goyFull and 
comfe table to the good, certify- 
ing them of thy glorious reſurre- 
ctio, wit--in threedayesaftergand 
thy 10: tull apparition in a certaine 
plac ce well knowne to them, to witt 
in Mount Thabor , vw hich IS it 
G+/1lie; in which place thou waſt 
wont to W orke ones and wonders 
ia the fight of thy Diſciples and 
all che people. O Galilie , thou 
holy T.and , Chriſts countric; in 
which the citic Nazareth is f- 
tuatced , which 1s called the Flo- 
wrie , which che bleſſed Virgine 
Marie did inhabite , and makeil- 

luſtrious by her preſence , who 
brought forth the eternall joyes 
of our {aluation to the world, as 
” holy Goſpells make good. 

. I prayſe and honour thee, # 
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my Ieſu , for thy ſingular clemen- 
cic , in that thou didſt daigne to 
inuite thy Diſciples to a certaine 
priuate place , remoued from the 
ena of the world , a fitt and 
choyſen place to heare thy diuine 
precepts; wherin thou waſt for- 
merly transfigured and clad, and 
adorned with a wonderfull bright- 


' neſſe,thy fathers voyce being beard 


from hcaucn, and manifelted by 
ſecrecte reuclation to ſtrenghten 
thy Diſciples faith before thy pal- 
ſion) in the preſence of three law- 
full witneſfes , Peter, Iames, and 
lohn, the reſt of the Apoſtles being 
abſent, But in this moſt evident 
apparition, after thy moſt glorious 
relurretion , thou didit manifeſt 
thy ſelfe to a greater number of 
thy Difciples, confirming the faith- 
full, aſſuring the doubtfull, piouſly 
nſtructing,and reioycing the harts 
of all men by thy preſence , and 
the power which thy father gaue 
Aa vi 
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thee ouer all thinges in heauen and 
in carth, Hauing heard theſe thin- 
gesfrom thyne owne mouth , they 
that were preſent moſt deſerued] 
adored thee, and glorified thy holy 
name , and falling proſtrate vpon 
the yok they ioyfully ſung a 
new hymne,tothee our God, with 
excceding great deuotion. Becaulc 
they then learnt ſuch high and 
wonderfull thinges of the bleſled 
T rinitic, that none is able to ex- 
prelle them. O moſt excellent and 
z1oyfull viſion ! 6 moſt. high and 
dining reuclation ! © great and 
ineflable ioy in the hartes of the 
Apoſtles, 

3. I laude and glorifie thee, 0 
moſt \weete and myld Ieſu, who 
didſt ſpeake moſt myldly with thy 
Apoſtles in the mountaine, reuca- 
ling the myſtericof the moſt holy 
Trinitie to them, , and teaching 
them the true forme of bapriſme in 
watcr forthe remiſſion of linne.. 
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In the name of the Father , and 
the ſonne, and the holy Ghoſt, Amen, 
By which words I verily belecue 
I was baptiſed by a faichfull prieſt, 
and was inſtructed and brought 
vp in the holy Church , in the 
true catholike faith, by my faith- 
full parents. Thankes beto thee, 
0 Lord Iclu Ch, from whom all 
the good of man doth proceede, 
with the hope of eternall falua» 
tion. To which voutchlafe to bring 
me at the end of this life, and to 
allite by the merits of the faintes, 
and deliuer me from the moſt gree- 
uous paines of Purgatorie, It is 
my partto pray, thyne to aſliftc. 
I am frayle and vnconſtant, thou 
pious and exceeding mercyfull, 
who art powerfull enough to deli- 
ucr me from all miſerie , and to 
bring me to the mountaine of thy 
glorie. O Ieſu , thou art the fal- 
uation cf my countenance , and 
my God : I crycand breath after 
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thee day and night, till I may e- 
curely come vnto thee , by theaſ- 
fiſtance of thy grace alone. Who 
with the Father and the holy Ghoſt 


liueſt and raigneſt &c. 


—_ 


* 
— 


THE FOVRTH PART, 


Ofthe Aſcenſion, Pentecofte 
and certaine other thinges, 


THE FIRST CHAP, 


Of our ſauiours Aſcenſion , and 
his apparition, 


I, || Bleſle, and gine thee than» 

kes, 0 Lord Ieſu Ch. kinge 
of gloric , Creatour of heauen and 
earth, Lord of Angells, and fa- 
uiour of men ; deteſtour of the 


pond comforter of the hum 
le, who this day didfſt aſcend 
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by thyne owne power in the ſight 
of thy Diſciples , aboue all the 
hcauens , and all the celcſtiall 
lights; aboue Cherubins , and Se- 
raphins, and all Angelicall di- 
gnitic, and all created altitudes, 
with ioyfull countenance, and glo- 
rious body, clothed with light, as 
with a garment, the Angells fin- 
ging with crumpets , and loud mu- 
{ike, and didſt diſcoucr the way of 
etcrnall life and gloric, (the prince 
of the world being ſubdued) to thy 
choyce friends and companions, 
whom thou didſt call and cncoura- 
ge out of the world to follow thee 
inthe rough wayes of the Croſle. 
O my Lord, my God, how ad- 
mirable is thy name all ouer the. 
world. How gloriouſly didſt thou 
the Kinge of hcauen , enter into. - 
thy Fathers kingdome, With what 
infinite gloric aud honour walt 
thou crowned farre aboue all thy 
faintes , and moſt worthily placed. 
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at the right hand of thy Father, be- 
cauſe he. had deliuered vp thy life 
into the powerof death , and thou 
did{t daigne to dye for the impious 
to giue life to thy people, and to 
mile them itt art thy table in thy 
kingdome , which thou didfſt pre- 
pare for them before the world be- 
gan, in thy mercy and commilera- 
tions, not in reſpect of mans me- 
rits, or his owne vertue. O how 
great is the dignitie of man , that 
his nature being vnited to God in 
perſon , doth -tranſcend all crea- 
tures in heauen and carth : And 
therfor , 6. moſt ſweete Ielu , all 
creatures in heauen , carth, and: 
Hell, ought molt iuſtly ſtoope at 
thy name. and fall downe vpon 
their Knees before thy face with 
thankes giuing and condigne pray- 

ſe, and adore thie countenance of 
thy glorie, and kiffe the foote ſtoo- 
le of thy feete, and magnifie thy 
holy name abouc all thinges for - 
cucr, 
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2, I prayſe and honour thee, for thy 
mylde viſitation ,and laſt apparitis | 
tothy Diſciples gathered togeither 
and fitting in the dining roomeand 
diſcourſing deuoutly of thee, and 
ardetly deliring to fee thee preſent 
who reioyced to ſee thee at diner 
withthe for cheirlingular ſolace:for 
asofts asthey mett tocate id talke 
togeither,their cheife diſcourſe was: 
of God, of the Kingdome of God, 
of peace, charitic, of 'vertue and 
the faluation of the ſoule, but of 
procuringe meateanddrinke,there 
| was left care, and it was their laſt 
thought : for wheras all was com- 
mon amongſt them, they ſought 
noe ſpeciall, and exquiſite dishes, 
The common life of laintes, is ſuf- 
ficift and rich: but they that looke 
for thinges.in proper , looſe the 
comon giftes, and arcrarely con- 
tentin their mynd, I cheifely pray- 
ſc thee, 6eternall, and moſt migh- 
tic Kinge, for thy charitable liuing 
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in comon with thoſe poore App. 
ſtles of thyneznot with Ki nges,and 
cheife prieſts; notwiththelrich ones 
of the world , who hated thee , and 
thy Diſciples, whom thou didſt call 
out of the world, and ſcparate fron 
the companic of the wick ed, Than 
kes be ro thee ,| becauſe before thy 
aſccnfion thou didſt vilite and 
frenghten thy puſilanimous and 
fearefull Apoſtles, who were lek 
amidſt the calamities of the world, 
to whom thou didſt reueale many 
heauenly ſecreetes, of preſent and | 
future thinges: that being comfor- 
ted by thy words, they might not 
looſe courage to ſuffer aduerbtie 
forthy name. I prayſcand glorihe | 
thee, thou beſt Doctour of all the 
Dodtours of Diuinitic , for cuecry 
word which thou ſpokeſt to thy 
Diſciples and to ill the people, 
whether clearely or obſcurely,to* 
geither with thy many cxcellent 
and myſticall parables: as alſo thy 
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plaine doCtrine ſuted to thy audi- 
row's capacitie : for thy right in- 
terpretation, and cleare expolition 
of diuine paſlages in Moyles and 
the Prophetcs, who afford thee a 
true teſtimonic ofall thy holy wor- 
kes, and glorious miracles which 
thou wroughteſt while thou waſt 
in the world , and commandedſt 
them to be preached all through 
the world, 

3, I prayſc, and highly bleſſe 
thee , © molt louing Icfu Ch. eter- 
nall paſtour, for the carefull cuſto- 


| die of thy poore and abiect flocke 


inthe midſt of a peruerſe nation, 
whom viſiting this day in the di- 
ning-roome with much joy, thou 
leddeſt our of Hieruſalem, to mount 
Oliuet ( having firſt inſtrufted 
them,and reprehended their hard- 
neſle of hart ] to behold thy mani- 
feſt and admirable Aſcenſion to 
the glorie of thy heauenly father, 
sfter the tedious pilgrimage of this 
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life, and the due accomplishmens 
of all iuſtice and perfe obedience, 
Where thy molt holy mother 
allo being preſent , with the 
moſt dcuoute Marie Magdalene 
and other women and beloued Dil: 
ciples,thou didſt againe,with much 
diligence , make them a profitable 
ſermon of che Kingdome of heauen 
the contempt of the world, the ex- 
peCtation of future grace, and the 
coming of the holy Ghoſt withiu 
a few dayes afcer , repreſſing the 
curious d:mande of ſome touching 
the end of the world, which bclon- 
ged not tothem. This (aid, and his 
holy thing bleſſing giuen with his 
ſacred hands, and farewell with 
his mouth, he was eleuated on high 
by diuine power with his glorious 
body, into the heanenly habitacles 
the ſaintes runing out to mcete him 
and innumerable multicudes of 
Angells ſinging with one accorde, 
and all the heauenly Citeſens con: 
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ſpiringe togeither in iubilation 
with harpes and oryanes, as alſo 
ll the Patriarkes, Prophetes, and 
fathfull of the old law,which thou 
hadſt powerfully dcliucred out of 
the Diuells pollcſſion, and whom 
thou hadſt placed in Paradice in 
ioy and. repoſe till this houre. 
Thou didſt then aſcende with all 
theſe beautifull and ioyfull rrou- 
pes of Angells and faintes ioyfully 
openly , powerfully , and in a moſt 
excellent manner, tothy ſublime 
and royall hcauenly Throne , moſt 
worthily preparcd for thy ſclfe 
alone from all erernitic. 

4. I prayſe and render thee mul- 
titudes of thankes, © thou onely 


| fonne of God, for that heaucnly 


and perpetuall benediCtion, which 
thou gaueſt to thy moſt holy mo- 
ther, and all thy holy Apoſtles, 
allembled togeither in the toppe 
of mount Oliuet , where the mar- 
kes of thy feete ( as is reported 'Þ 
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remayne printed in the ground for 
a memoriall of thy holy name, 
W herfor falling downe vpon my 
knees I adore , prayſe, and hum- 
bly pray tothee my Lord, the Kin- 
ge of glorie, killing the picture of 
the holy Croſſe , or formeing a 
crolle vpon the ground , asa {ligne 
of thy loue ,, and a ſolace to my 
hart in this my banis\ment, For 
I congratulate with thee, in all, 
and for all thy faintes , in this 
dayes greateſt joy, and ſolemnitic 
ſuch as was neuer ſcencnor heard 
beforc in heaucn or earth : for no# 
humane nature israyſed vp to the 
Fathers right hand inendleſle ms- 
icltie, Amen, 


' 


[day : for that after t 
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THE 11. CHAP, 


of the Angells apparition 1 
n hit: garments. 


l. [ Bleſſe and prayſe thee,moſt 
ſwecte Ieſu , and deuoutly 
render thee thankesvpon this holy 
by departure 


from the Apoſtles, and entrie into 
heauen was the Angells, thou 
lidſt ſend downe two.of thoſe hea - 
uenly courtiers, as Emballadours, 
cad in white to comfort chy poore 
|Orphants, who ſtood'iooking after 
thee intoheauen, whither theywere 
not able to follow thee; who ſaid 

o them : men of @Alilic : why doe 
you ſtand looking vp into heauen. 
Why Rtand you aſtonisbed art this 
' ſtrange wonder which neuer cy© 


ad ſcene 2 God can docall thin- 
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cs. God made man aſcends in ins 
Pilation as the Pſalmilt foretold, 
You mult therfor ( as you are com- 
manded ) preach and teſtifie to 
others what you haue ſcene and 
heard. This Iclus then, who is 
taken vp from you into heauen, 
will ſo come againe, as you haut 
beheld him going into heauen, But 
then he will come in great power 
and gloric to iudge the quicke and 
the deade, who appeared humbl: 
and myld with you here below, ts 
bring ſuch humble ſoulcs as fol 
lowed him to the Kingdome of hes 
wen, Remember mea poorewretel 
my dearcſt Ieſu , while thou art in 
thy glorie. Remember me now,| 
ſay, and hauc mercy vpon me! 
poore banished pilgrime , who 
am left bchund thee in this vayle of 
teares, lamenting and bewayling, 
amidſt the various temptations 
and diſturbances of this preſent lik 
which veric oft withdraw my 
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hart from heauenly thinges, Draw 
me therfor after thee, my happie 
leſu, that I may follow thee by the 
ſepps of holy delire and feruent 
louc, who am not able to follow 
thee by my corporall feete. Grant 
that I may follow thee by the way 
of thy humilitie , whoam neither 
worthy nor able to ſee thee in the 
hight of thy diuine Maieſtie, | 

2, O happic viſion, to ſce God 
clearly in himſclfe, as he is now 
perfectly ſeene in heauen, by all the 
Angells and Saintes. And now I 
truly know, that my delire can 
neuer , nor shall neuer be ſaciated 
and quieted in any terreane good 
till I be vnited to thee my God in 
heauen, and freed from all euill. 
And therfor thou wentlt before me 
tothy Father, to prepare the way 
anda place for me to remayne with 
thee , and to procure pardon for 
my ſinnes by the holy ſcarrs of thy 
wounds, to begett a great confte 
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denceinme , both for the preſent 
and the tyme to come, by the mul. 
titude of thy mercyes , and great. 
neſſe of thy merits , with the 
prayers ofall the faintes, and An- 
gells. Ah good Ieſu, leaue me not, 
Thou artmy loue, andtheardent 
delire of my ſoule , my Sauiour, 
and my Redecmour:my hope from 
my youth , my expectation and my 
whole confidence enen till my old 
age, tnou who wroughteſt great 
wonders inthy power. I will loue 
thee, and I will prayſe thee farre 
abouec all thinges , with all thy 
faintes , cordially thanking the 

for all thy benefits, as long as[l chal 
remayne anexiled pilgrime inthis 
life which 1s a true banishment, 
Ahnow , ſoule, returne with Ma- 
rie the Mother of Icſus, and his 
Apoſtles, from Mount Oliuer into 
Hieruſalem , and ſeeke peace & 
hart, and reſt from all worldly ca- 


res, And goe vp with them the 
ancient 
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ancient Paſchall was ended, and 
the new begun and cſtablished, in 
the bleſſed Sacrament of the body 
of Chriſt which was there giucu 
and commended to them. Seraoully 
recolle&rhy (elfe then , by remay- 
_ in filence and ſolitude, wholy 
applying thy ſelfe to God by 
prayer, and meditation, and pre: 
pre thy (elfe _ the feaſtcof 
entecoſte which is neere at hand 
to receiue the holy Ghoſte in the 
companie of the Apoſtles on that 
folemne day ; who contemning all 
earthly ſolace, expected (in that 
priuate place ) a new ioy from 
Chriſt aboue. Call ro mynde, the 
while, all Gods benefits from the 
begining of the world till this hou- 
re, 6 63 Any chcifly with the B, 
Virgine Marie touching Chriſts 
Incarnation , conlidering all the 
words ,, and workes of her fonne 
leſus which are deſcribed in the. 
Goſpells, from the day of his na... 
B b 
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rivitic, till this preſent day of his 
glorious Alcenhion to his Fathet: 
yer this withont leauing his bel6. 
" ned morher, whom he cheifly left 
behind him for the comfort of the 
mfrme, to confirme the Apoſtle 
and the reſt of the beleeuers in faith 
beeanſe she more fally and cerrai- 
nely knew all che wor kes and won 
ders which Ieſus whrought 
carth, 


—— —* 
— 


THE TH. CHAP. 


of the ſenting of the holy Gluf, 
tnro Chriſts Diſciples on the 


feaſt of Pentecoſte. 


'Y || Bleſle and giue thee thanks 

6 Lord Ictu Ch. thou md 
mylde comfortour of the needic, 
moſt ſwcetc viſitour of che infirme, 


and moſt powertull helper of tht 
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afflicted, for t''y moſt faithfull pro 
meſle of heauenly gifts deſcending 
from the higheſt heauens, and the 


fathrr of lightes and alſo for thy 


immenſe bountie, and thy wonder - 


full effuſton of the manyfold grace 


of the holy Ghoſt, vpon thy Diſ- 


ciples gathered togeither in Hie- 


rulalem, where they were all yna- 
nimouſly ſitting in the dining roo- 
meand praying, and expecting the 
conſolation of the holy Ghoſt with 
much feruour, not thinking of the 
world, but like fo many religions 
clauſtralls, being ſcparated from 
thenoyle of the world , remayning 
in reſt and filence, banishing all 
earthly cares from their harres, 
and applying themſclues to ſuper- 
nall and cternall goods, they dil. 
poſed themſelues by deuoutt 
prayers to recceiue more ample 
Fifres of grace: l prayſe and ml 
thee, 'moſt worthy Icſn Chriſt, 
kinge of the holy Angells, for this 
Bb ij 
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dayes molt ioyfull feſtiuitie and for 


the ſolemne benediction,and prieſt 


ly conſecration , of the holy bap- 
tiſmall Fount by vertue of the holy 
ghoſt, wherin all the faithfnll who 
are baptiſed in thename of the holy 
T rinitic, are clenſed from all their 
finnes, id ate made partaKers of life 
eucrlaſting : made heyres of the 
kingdome of hcaucn, and conſorts 
of the Angells by the grace of the 
holy Ghoſt 

2. I prayſe and honour thee , for 
haucing adorned this moſt facred 
day with many miracles , fgnes, 
and gifts, and commandedlt it to 
be ſolcmniſed for eucr by thy faith 
fullpcople with cheerſull deuotion 
For vpon this day the law was de: 
lincred by Moylestothy peopledf 
Iſrael, being gone out of the land 
fred from heauic feruictude, to (a- 
crifice tothce in the deſert: to whd 
alſo thou gaueſt delicious mann 
from hcaueu for their foode in con 
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tinuall memorie wherof, thou didft 
commadd ;that encry yeare, vpon 
this honorable day, a new ſacrifice 
should be offered tothee, of the new 
fruites of the earth, for thankes gi- 
ving. But now in the new law,thon 
being moſt powerfully mounted vp 
aboue the higheſt Angells,thou haſt 
luſtrated this blefled day with a 
more aple grace and gift:id for the 
heanenly Manna thou haſt ſent thy 
Apoſtles the holy Ghoſt , wich a 
viible figne from heauen, a great 
found , and firie tongucs appearing 
ouer each of them, that they might 
burne vp in wardly with charitie, 
and outwardly ſpeake with promv- 
tude and pleaſer eloquence bold» 
ly vttcring all thy wondrous wor- 

h thou didſt gloriouſly 
performe in the holy land for our 
ſaJuation, as they were inſpired by 


the holy Ghoſt, and as he made 


them ſpeake For they were indee- 
de execeding many, and 4h paſ- 
TT 
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ting mans capacitie; yct all of them 
pollible , and moſt cafic to God 
Then that noble Prophete Ilayes 
prediction was accomplished, ſays 
ing : a law shall goc out from ion 
and the word of our Lord from 
Hieruſalcm. Ncuer were ſuch 
wonders heard, as on this day, 
that on one day ſo many fairhfull 
men and wom?n , should vilibly 
recciuethe holy Ghoſtin firieron- 
gucs: and should profccic in plaine 
words, and vndcritand diuine ſcrip 
tures, and ſpeake the tong 
all nations :; and that vnlcttered 
men who had not ſtudied , Should 
fo ſoudainely in Gods ſchoole, be- 
come {o perfe& Doctours by the 
holy Ghoſts in{truction;and should 
be ſo glorioufly endowed with the 
gift of many ſciences, and the 
wer of wonders and miracles, 
3, Othe admirable and ſtupen- 
dious power of the holy Ghoff, 
who makes all ma that he doth 


oues of 


Thomas 4 Kempis. 583 
vilte and fill, feruent and learncd, 
humblc and geuoute , joyfull and 
ſtronge. Ther snoe delay in lear- 
ning , where the holy Ghoſt js the 
iptern21]l Doctour, reucaling hea- 
uenly ſecreetcsto litle ones, as he 
Fnowes it may conduce to thcir ſal- 
vation,and the aduantage of others 
His prime leflon to his Diſciples 
and priuate friends, is, to contem - 
ne the »or[d, not to be proudly wie 
but alwaycs humbly to conſent, 
to. waxe Vile in ones owne Cycs, 
to flye honours , to loouke in- 
toand bewayle ones owne detects; 
readily to amend , and humbly and 
{im ply to confelle, what euer(bein g 
worchy to be confclled lyes hidd 10 
our conſcience and cauſcs remorle, 
and js contraric to the holy Ghoſt, 
bow litle, and light ſocyer it may 
ſceme-to man, 
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THE IV. CHAP. 


A prayer t9 g1ue Chri/? thanKes 
for his incarnation , paſſion, 
 rTeſurre(tion , aſcenſion , and 
ſending of the holy GhoZt with 
bis grcater meaſure of h: auen» 


D gifts. 


I. moſt ſweete ſaniour Tefu 

Ch. thou louerof my eter- 
wall ſaſnatis, | poore infirme crea- 
ture vnworthy of ail conſolation, 
and all good, blefle thee, and glo- 
rifiethy moſt holy name, with all 
thy ſafntesandeled for eucr, And 
in the firſt place I render thanxe 
to thee my God, for that out of thy 
great charitie , and mercy , thoi 
wouldſt become man for my ſake, 
taking my nature vpon thee and 
aboue the reach of nature , be con- 
cciued by the holy Ghoſt, ind be 
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miraculouſly borne take ſucke and 
be nourished of the immaculate 
Virgine Marie : be circumciſed, 
and offered vp inthe temple,to pu- 
rite me fromall ſtayne of body and 
foule ; and to teach me to line ſo- 
berly, piouſly and chaſtly ar all ty- 
mes. I further render thee moft 
hartic thankesfor thy moſt ſacred; 
and moſt bleſſed paſſion , all the 
dayes, and houresof my life : be- 
cauſe thou didſt daigne to ſuffer, to 
be crucified , todye and be buried, 
that by thy inoc&t death thou migh 
teſt deliuer me from eternall death, 
and that by thy example I mighc 
be encouraged to ſuffer aduerſities. 
Apaine, I moſt cheercfully rthanke 
thee, that for , my conſolation 
thou didſt ryſe againe the third 
day, and appeare to thy Diſciples 
the dore being shutt, with grear 
ioy ; that I might not defpaire in 
my tribulation, or in ſome lofle or 


danger, but hauc a good confiden- 
Bby 
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ce in thee to be freed from my pre» 
ſent difficulties, and a ſtronge hope 
ko be rayſed with the ele, to life 
everlaſting at the laſt day. 

2. Againc I thanke thee moſt dey 
woutly , reioycing with thee with 
hart and mouth, for thy ſolemne 
procelhon, and glorious aſcenſion 
{ heauen in the preſence of thy 
blefled mother, and thy Diſciples 
becauſe thou wentelt out before mg 
to prepare me a place with thee, 
and to open me the gates of heauen, 
by thy crofle and paſhon, where- 
thou now liucſt and raigneſt in thy 
fathers cternall gloric in the com- 
panic of the Angells , till thoy 
shalt returne againe to judge theli 
uing and the deade at the worlds 
end, as we were taught by the two 
Angellsclothed in white , out df 
i0 hor this great feaſt, who then ap» 
pearcd no Diſciples, who ſtood. 
Lokinge vp to heauen. afrer thee. 
Q, bow bleilcd arg the. eyes who 
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d the. happineſle to (ce thee in 
es, Pe 7 no happic arc the ear 
res which heard thee ſpeaking of 
the Kingdome of God, then which 
nqthing can be heard. with more 
ioy , nor be poſlefied with more fe+ 
licitic. It was then for my ſake 
that thou diddft aſcende abane the 


| heauens, and aboue all the orders 


gf the Angelis, where now their 
habitation is, who raigne with thee 
in greateſt glorie, To thend that 
my whole hope may ecuer tend vp- 
ward, and breath after thee ,”and 
not dwell in infcriour thinges, nor 
delire to bedelighted in them, For | 
all is vajne and tranktorie, all s 
loſt and evennothing which is not 
my verie God. And all ought to 
be deſpiſed and reieted which 
withdrawes me from my Gad, and- 
hinders me to pray deugutly, and 
ta contemplate heauenly thinges 
and therfor I beſeech thee , nioſ} 
pious Ieſu , Kinge of cternall glo>- 
B byj 
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ric , remember poore me in thy 
fathers |kingdome ; and fend me 
downe from thence the comfor- 
ting holy Ghoſt, for my true ſolace 
new feruour , and more ample par- 
ticipation of his heauenly gittcs. 


THE ,v. CHAP. 


A prayer of the o1fts of the holy 
Ghoſt ,again# ſundri e deſeaſes 
of the ſoule. 
F. '& 


Ome, come, © holy ſpirit, 

accompained with all thy 
gifts, and dric Satan from me 
with all his phantomes , which 
frequently diſtra&t me in my pray- 
ers, and holy meditations, Come 
thou moſt fweet gayle, and breath 
out the moſt hote burning fire of 
thy loue all ouer the garden of my 
hart, and extinguish all carnall af- 
feftion in me , that the fweete 
edours of grace may flow with the 


— 
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Shewres of teares, 'as well out of a 
eat compunRian for my finns,as 
b the fweet memorie of all thy be- 
nefits.. Come my beſt comfortour, 
and deliuer me out of the Hell of 
cloudic forrow , by the ſplendour 
of interiour joy, and hope of eter- 
nall reyoſe for a {male hbour. Con - 
firme mewith thy words in the hym 
nes and pſalmes againſt the irkſom 
neſle of mynd. Giue me, © God 
the buckler of patience , againſt 
the motions of anger. Pierce my 
hart with the feare of death, and- 
cternall torments , againſt the in- 
ſults of pride. For who indeede 
muſt not necds feare the force of- 
thy wroth , and endleſſe punish- 
ment ? Againſt boaſting and vaine 
glorie , grant that I may looke 
vport myne one. infirmitie , and - 
the ſtrenght and vertues of others. 
Teach me to keepe filence,againſt 
lightneſſe in words. Againſt diſſe- 
lute laughter ,, draw teares mixt 


fo: Meditations ave Prayers 
with ſobbs from myne eyes. For, 
better it is bitterly to weepe , then 
vainely: to laugh. Againſt vaing 
and- curious laokes , place my cru- 
cificd Ieſus befare myne cyes. A, 
gainſtornament ip my habit, shew 
me the corruptian of wormes. A+ 
gainſt fleshly appecite, lay me open 
the graues of the deade. Agaialt 
the defare of wine, drinkea cuppe 
of Chriſts vineges and gale to me, 
Againſt the yaine rumours of the 
world, let me heare a leſſon our of- 
holy ſcripture. Again long fables 
Skutr my caresquickly , leaſt poy- 
ſon gettin by the windowes. 

2. Againſt wandering abroadcin 
the ſtreetes and shoppes , tye my 
handsand feete with the bands of 
thy feare, leaſt I Oippe into ſun- 
dric temptations.. Again{t badd 
ſarrow, and ſloach , pow Ie the holy 
vation of thy grace into my hart. 
Againſt finiſter ſuſpitions of any 
body, infpirc intomy ſoulea worx: 
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thy eſteeme of my. neighbour. A- 
gainſt injuries which are done me, 
grant me patjent ſufferance and 
auoyding of reuenge, leaſt I might 
looſe the crowne of gloxic which iS 
pramiſed in heaucn, to the patient. 
Againſt the ſundrie deſeaſes of my 
foule, oppoſe the ſouueraigne (pi- 
cesof thy vertues and-the flowres. 
of holy Doctours, Againſt my ill. 
cuſtomes grant that I may: make | 
yiolence againſt nature for life cuer - 
lſting.. Againſt the hardnefle of 
labours, giue me tranquillitie of 
hart through deuoute prayes, Ax 
gainſt difidencic amidſt many ad- 
uerlitics, blelle me with a ſtronge 
confidence in thy. ſingular good- 
nelle and pijetie, and the merites . 
of the ſaintes. Q mylde and ſweete 
holy {pirix D be my alliance In iris. 
bulation. Amen. | 
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THE VI. CHAP. 


A prayer to obteyne the grace of 

' demotion in the diuine office, 
and to prayſe the CAngells tn 
heauen with alacritie. 


x. Wiſeſt DoCour of all Do- 

ours. O beſt maſter of 
all Phyſitions , thou comforting 
holy ſpirit. Thou art able with 
one word, and that 1n a moment 
toinſtrud the ignorant , and per- 
fely to cure all the deſeaſes of bo- 
dy and mynd. Pleafe to be gra- 
cioufly preſent to me at all tymes 
and places, and mercyfully infuſe 
into my hart the grace of deuotion 
in praying, meditating , inging, 
and reading, that I maydeuoutly 


and attentiuely complie with my 


diuine houres , and holy yowes: 


| 
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becauſe we truly belceue that all 
prayersareof noe efte@, and vn- 
worthy .of the jdinine cares : nor 
am I able to performe any good 
withour thy a iſtance,ſupplie ther- 
for by thy grace what euer I fayle 
in, by 'my. infirmitie, Grant me 
therfor , I beſeech thee the gift of 
fich againſt nightly fearecs, and 
the diuel]s temptations ; and proe 
te me with the sheild of the Gods 
Crolle, as with an inuincible buc- - 
kler, leaſt the malignant foe mighe 
preuayle againft me who deltgnes 
my ſoules ruine in all places. A- 
gainſt the longe vigills of the nighe 
the Icllons being long , grant me 
grace to conſider , what great re- 
wards I may now merit in heauen. 
As to frequent abſtinence from 


| meaceand drinkezgiue methe ver- 


tue cf faſting; with health to la- 
bour; pardon for my former finns, 
and carc for the tyme to come; in- 
dulgence for the punishments,due, 
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and hope of cricruatl beatitudewirh 
the Ele ' int heauen. ' Againſt 
flouth at the diuinc feruice excite 
my. hart with a canticle on tim- 
brefand Pſalter ifluing from the 
holy Ghoſt putt downe by Dquids 
pen -: and apen me-the hiddow 
manna vader the drye letter, and 
the pretious ſpices whichare shute 
vp in a pacre pixe, many {Cercets 
arc diſcloſedto one that prayes de. 
noutly, and -contiders ſerioufly; 
which are iuſtly shute vp from! 
wandering and flouthfull- harts; 
Againft Becpinetl at Marines, 
rowſe me vp ſenſibly , that I may 
be attentiue towhat my Lord God 
ſpeakes to me'in holy feriptures, 
and in his hymnes and ſonges, to 
rayſe my hart to my God aboue, 
and forgetuwhat pafles here below, 
2, Repell from-me all corporall 
ſluggishnefle , and open the earc 
of my hart, that by the grace of 
the holy Ghoſt, I may be admit- 
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ted torhe wars uy of heauely 
myſteries in extalie, of mynde, and 
heare the voyce of the holy An- 
gells ſinging prayſes tro God moſt 
deuoutly itn his fablime Throne.. 
O that I. were one of them in hea» 
yen , that I too might ſing with 
them Santas, Santtus, Santtas, 
in their Quire. They neuer lan- 
guish , nor ceaſc to prayſe their 
Creatour , becauſe being full of 
the holy Gnoſt they burne vp with 
loue,Shinc with a ſhowye candour, 
ſend qut an aromaticall odour, and 
fing cheerfully, diftintly , and 
harmoniouſly, They tone vnani- 
mouſly , beare their part, aſliſte 
ſtrongly , equally pauſe, amiably 


{ exult, reivyce delightfully , and are 
| vnſpeakably tran{ported in God. 


Who can then ſlumberin the Qui- 
re through irkſomneſfe who con- 
liders the happinefſe and huge ioy 
of the Angells in heauen. Who, 
would not awake himſelfe by the 
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ound of the celeſtial organes, anl 
by the heanenly harmonie of 6 
many Multtions ſinging all togei- 
ther Holy, Holy, Holy, for euer, 
and cner ? Shall poore men be {i- 
tentwhere the vaults of heanen are 
Shaken with the huge noy(e ? $hall 
Monkes and Nunns flcepe, when 


the veric ſtones of the celcſtiall. 


temple crye out , and the nine An- 
clicall orders make iubilation to 
God? Bchold the (unneand moane 
ſerue God by their light, and shall 
we {kepc it out + God forbidd. 
Watch, 6 you iuſt, faith S- Pauls, 
and finnenot. Let vs nor ſlumber 
then, nor loyter it ourr, [ets nei- 
ther poſt 1t ouer , nor ling diſcorde 
but ſtand and ſing with all poſlible 
reuerenceand deuotion, and offer 
vp the facrifices of our voyces in 
concorde with thankes giuing, to 
Gods prayſe and glorie, Becauſe 
the cheerefull pra yſes of our lipps 
is agreeable to God , when the 
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voyce is well tuned outwardly,and 
the attention of the mynd is pure 
within, For the greateſt pleaſure 
infealtes, and the greateſt delighe 
in organesand ſonges, conliſtes in 
the good accorde of voycs, cheere- 
fulncſle of countenance, and ho- 
neſtic of behauiour, | 

3. O whata finc holy ſocictic is 


| that , where the holy Ghoſt is 
Maſter; and where among the bre- 


thren charitie is found in hart, 
trutd inthe mouth , pietic in the 
worke , and peace raigning cuery 
where withourt fiction or feare of 
fraude. This is that true fraterni- 
tie which noc ſtrife can cucr viola- 
te, nor labour breake, nor affli- 
ion and aduecriitie ouercome:. 
Becauſe the charitie of Godis dif- 
fuſed into our hartes, by the holy 
Ghoſt which is giuen tothe hum; 
ble, contrite , poore , mylde, pea» 
ceable pexſon , and to ſuch as are 
alwaycs readie , day and nighc, to 


{err vpon cucry good worke ty 
Gods honour, Thele are the wors 
kes of the holy Ghoſt, who co this 
day, workes many good ctic&s in 
the hartes of his faithfull, diftri> 
buring to cuery one according ty 
his good pleaſure: if they fict them- 
ſclues to his grace, and Keepe adi: 
ligentwatch ouer their hart in cue- 
ry att and copitation; it's a verit 
hard and laborious thinge, to're- 
ſtraine ones mynde from wande- 
ring in prayery and to keepe ones 
hart vnited ro God in fpirituall 
contemplation. And a{bcit our 
hart is ofteh deficient in good , pi- 
nes away in euill, and gadds after 
vanities, yet the holy Ghoſt re- 


turning, argues,ſtrikes with com- | 


punttion , wounds anoints and 
Heales our hart. He teaches and 
enlightenes, humbles vs ih out 
dayly defets,and rayſcs vp our hatt 
againe by imteriour conſolations, 


waters it by'frequcar prayers, and 
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purifics it by bitter lamentarions. 
4, O holy Ghoſt my God thoa 
ſtifier ,, Redonr , and Keepet 
of all the faichfull , pardontter of 
vll offences ;- reftorer of loſt in16< 
eeneie , and cortifortour of che ſor= 
rowWfull. O'mercifull and cotmmi- 
rating Lord; andcomforting ho- 
by ſpirit ; whodvſt mot picully fo- 
lace the puſillanimous, chattge 4H 
my cuill into good, and my good 
aiwayes into better , my forrowe 
into.ſoy; my errour mto rightuoaſ- 
neſſe;my ignoronce into the know- 
ledge of. rruth; my coldnoffe im- 
DO rabhar , my feare into [oucy all 
my corporall bleſligs, into ſpiri- 
teal] vifcs ; all earthly thinges into 
celeftiali defires : all char's tranh- 


| toric into what is cternall :aftrhats 


humane into what's diuine. Euer'y 
created aid finite thing , into that 
which is the ſouneraighe, infinice, 
a4 immenſ: y_ which thou 
thy (eIfe art,” 0 try 'Gol; atid my 
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Sauiour. O my God, my truc and 
cternall ſaluation conlerue me 
from all preſent cuill, pardon what 
is paſt, and dcliuer me from future 
om » by the plencifull grace of 
the holy Ghoſt, which thou did(t 
this day infuſe into thy Apoſtles | 
hartes with a copious hened1&ion, 
to preach thy word to all nations. 
Amen. 


mn _——_— 


THE VII. CHAP. + 


of the Apoſtles preaching 5 aud 
publiching the moit holy name 
of our Sauiour Teſus Chris for 
mans ſaluation all the world 

_ Ouer. | 


I, I Bleſſe and giue thee thankes 

0 Lord Ieſu Ch. of Nazareth | 
ſonne of God moſt high, bleſled 
etcrnally abouc all the "ods , be- 
caulc 
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eauſe, this day by the coming of 
the holy Ghoſt ( whom thou didf 
ſend ) in! viſible fire, the hartes of 
the faichfull were fo inuiſibly fete 
on fire with the loue and prayſe of 
thy holy name, that, thy faid-naz 
me , which is: magnified by thy 
Father farre aboue all thats holy, 
began to be publickly preached, 
ray{ed, dilated, and magnified 
by thy holy Apoftles, withour all 
fearc,in the face ofall:Hieruſalem 
and to be openly diuulged co-all 
nations , and to be exalted , honos 
red, and adored cucry. day more 


| 2nd more. Finally the number of 


the Diſciples being; . increafed, 
there roſe ſogreat deuotion, an 

drotherly charitie amongſt all. the 
faichfull of both ſexes, that there 
was but” one faith in their harts, 
and one pietic in their, aCtions, and 
by true charitie in God they had 
but all one. hart and one ſoule. 
They ſought not cach —_— 

C 
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was their 'owne butwhat was Teſts 
Chriſts. And things proper'were 
made common 'in the holy'primi- 


tiue Church aſſembled togeither | 
in the holy Ghoſt. And'there was | 


with 'all ſo'much cheercfulticfle; 

peace, andconcordeamongthem, 

that none called any thinpe hig 

owne , nor poſleſſed any thingein 

prongs : but all of them joyfal- 
y 


itributed all they had ro'thdſe |. 


that 'wanted. "The Apoltles'Hrft 
learned this holy ard -keanenly 
life of our Saujonur T. Chriſt him 
Flfe, and after were carefall toob- 
{erue it euen'till. death which'they 
faffered'for his faith, 


2. 1 ſe and bleſſe thee, 6 ? 


holy fac gw es 01s and Erer- 
nall *God , with thy onely begot- 
ten ſonne, and the holy comfor- 
ting ſpirit; forall thy benefits and 

ricuall gifts , which 'thoa dilf 
of eld beſtow 'ypon thy choytt 
E&ricnds, ant rhe holy Patriarkes 


_- _ 
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Thomas 4 Kempis. 60; 
andProphetes:to whom thou did 

longe before reucale, by the holy 
Ghoſt, the ſecreetes of thy wiſdo- 


'me , and the judgements of thy 


mouth , eſpecially the Myſterie of 
thy Incarnation, both by words an 


lignes ; Yet ſince thy coming , 6 


woos lcſu, thou haſt added many 
ore thinges which were obſcure 
in the ſcriptures, and haſt exponn- 


ded them more clearely with th yo 


ne owne mouth : and the thing es 
which after all this, little ones yn- 
derſtopde not , thou didft piouſl) 
defferre till the coming of F 25/4 Y 
Ghoſt, And what __ more to be 


-admired, and pray cd, thou,on 


a ſoudaine inflamedſt the rude 
mynds of the Apoſtles with the 
fire of the holy 6 hoſt;and didft per- 
F:ealy informe the harts of thoſe 


.choyce ſoules who were wholy de» 


voted to thee, farre aboue the wile 

of -this world , and encouraged 

theca to coniicrt the whole bole 4 
Cc ij 
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I prayſc and glorific thee , © moſt 
illuſtrious Icſu Chriſt, the inligh- 
tener and reſtorer of all mankind, 
for the congregating and conuer- 
ting of many rm whom thou 
didit col[le& rogeither out of di- 
ucrs parts of the world , and diuers 
tongues andnations into the vnitie 
of faith and Apoſtolicall doQrine, 
to prayſc thy moſt ſweete and holy 
name, in Hymnes, Pſalmes and. 
- > 169g ſonges inall places and 
hurches, and in many Monaſte- 
rics of Religious perſons of diuers 
orders ; who mett togeither , de- 
uoute ly, to ſolemniſe this moſt ha- 
cred feſtiuitic of the holy Ghoſt, 
In which many wonders are rela- 
ted in the Church which happe- 
Ned this day, inthe hearing of the 
common people, the Princes, and 
dhe cheife Magiſtrates, which the 
holy: Ghoſt wrought, for the falua* 
ti6 of the faichfull,from the begin- 
Ing af the. world, and will nat | 
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Thomas 4 Kempis. 60g 
ceaſe to worke till the end ther- 
of. For if God be with vs , who 


is againſt ys 2 Hence the holy 


Ghoſt in the Pfalmes exhorts all 


the faithfull , ſaying : in the 
Churches bleſſe God our Lord, 
out of the fountaines of Kracl. 
There is Beniamin a youth in ex- 
talie , contemplating heauenly , 


andabidoning all earthly thinges. 


3. Bleſſedare thoſe ſeruants who 
haſten with alacritie to the diuine 


prayſes, and reioyce to blefle God 


with the Angells. Bleſſedare they 
who deſpiſe exteriour thinges, and 
wholy conuert their hart to God 
that they may receiue the grace 
of the holy Ghoſt, wherby _ 


'may be inabled to vanguivh a 
carnall loue , and reltſte the digell 
For the grace of the holy. Ghoſt 


is greater and more forceable in 
od, then th2 cuill-ſplric in mif- 
cheife. I bleſle and prayſe thee, 


| my deareſt Icſu,far the great grace 
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and wiſdome pores to the A. 
.poſtles, to.preach._ thy word with 
confidence ; £58 all the inhahi- 


tants of Hieruſalem ;Iudea, Same | 


ria,'and cuen to the confines of 
the world, and eſpecially for thei 
c6ſtancie and perſcuerance amid 
the perſecution of their owne cj- 
tizens', rcioycing to ſuffer contu- 
melie ,-to be impriſoned, whipped 
famigshed, and to be tormented 
with diucriitic of punishmentsfor 
thy names lake. All there tortu- 
res appeared few and light for the 
crowno of 2n eternall life , and the 
greatnelle,of future gloric , as $, 
Paule alſo Kith : rhe ſufferances 
of this preſcnt thyme ate not con- 
digne orfully mericipgfuture glo- 
ric which $shall be reucaled in v; 
Which befeech thee togrant me, 
© molt louinglclu ſonne of God, by | 
thy pious mercy , -and the im: 
—_ race of the holy Ghol, 
afccr the wockull and perilous 


q 
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affaultes of this miſerable life 
through the moſt gratefull and 
lorious luffrages of all the ſaintes 

ho with the Father and the fa- 
me holy Ghoſt, liueſt and raigneft 
God, trine in perſons, one in cſ- 
ſence , equall in gloric, for cucs 
and cucr, - Amen. 


FINIS, 


